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Fire at garments |

factory in city:
1 killed, 20 hurt

trying to escape
By Staff Correspendent

A female worker was killed
and at least 20 others were in-
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AL BNP meetings.
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144 imposed
From Staff Corrupondunt

BNP held a rally in front of

its office at Nasimon hulld!n'
pmteuung imposition of Sec
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| but no extra costs on the

25pc pier heads

@The Da
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of JMB found

Design defects in the Ja-
muna ultipurpose Bridge
(JMB) superstructure were de-
tected in December last year,
mﬂhﬁthfm&cﬁt&tcﬂ mm major

e origin esign,
extra work and reinforcement
the government, official
sources said.
per cent

| of the constructed pier heads

were found structurally defec-
tive, following which some
" changes were brought about in

of

By Mizan Al

. In all, there are 49
ﬁier head units on which the
structure stands.

e changes in design were
needed to strengthen these “de-
fcc.t:live" pier head units, they
said.

An said that each de-
fective pier head unit will re-
quire an-additional beam to be

placed underneath. "A total of

seven or eight beams will be re-

quired to further s

pier head unit,” he added.
According to him, seven or

en the

defective

eight pier head ‘units have
shown structural cracku which

en-
ing the pier hea wlth extra
work.

The costs were borne by the
contractors.

can be corrected

That the ¢ es were tech-
nically sound will have to be
certified by TY Lin, the designer
firm, whose will be ar-
riving on Octo 20, the offi-
cials said.

According to sources, rein-
See Page 12 Col 8
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PM urges
teachers not
to protect
terrorists

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the
teachers to help maintain a

academic atmosphere

in educational institutions and
not to give any proter:unn to the

terrorists,
"You will w: to take stepu

so that no irregulari ?'
llmnrte.rmﬂlm s room

the educational institutions,”

she said while addressing a
of six teachers' associa-

tions at the International Con-
ference Centre in the city.
Representatives
Bangladesh Teachers' Associa-
tion, Government Secondary

Teachers' Association, Primary

Teachers' Association, Bangla-
desh College University Tea-
chers' Association, Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 4
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Donors have disputed gov-
ernment claims that invest-
ment and aavingu are on the
rise, saying its own statistics
presents a erent picture.:

In its Annual Economic Up-
date, a document that will pro-
vide the basis for deliberations
at the Aid Group Meet-
ing scheduled for November 4-
5, the World Bank has called it
an "overestimation" and "in-
consistent” with data generated
by the government agencies.

The government claims that
total investment rate was up,
from 17 per cent of GDP to 17.4
per cent, in the last fiscal, but
the Bank cites National Board
of Revenue figures to say this is
not the case.

"This is difficult to reconcile
with the data on capital and in-

The 22nd prosecution wit-
ness in the Bangabandhu mur-
der case, Havil (retd) Abdul

Aziz yesterday said that he
came to know from the troops
in front the residence of
bandhu on st 15, 1975

the forces of Lancer and Ar-

tillery had kiliad Bangabandhu
and his family members on

that day.
Aziz was a the troops of
the Second Field Artillery

which participated in the night
parade on August 14, 1975 and

was subsequently brought in a

PW-22 tells court

. We were told Mohiuddin, Noor:
- Huda killed Bangabandhu

By Staff Correspondent

truck from the new air port area
and posted at the entry point of
Rd No 32 Dhanmondi on August
15. 1975.

“The soldiers told us that
Maj Mohiuddin (Lancer), Maj
Hour Cajat Bazlul Huda nlun
with soldiers of Lancer Re
ment had killed Bangabandhu
and his family members,” hrlz
said.

He told the trial court that
entering the house, he found the
blood soaked body of Banga-
bandhu lying on the stairs and
five other bodies inside a room

on the first floor of that house.
Earlier in the day's proceed-
ings. cross-examination of the
21st tion witness by the
mct lawyers was also com-
MJ';I!;. before ad

t ay's proceed
Golam Rasul ord
toda
10
working

ununtnt of

that frnm
. the court will seat from
‘am to 2:00 pm, on the five
days of the week for
hearing of the case. In his
sition ul Aziz, said "On

day of the incident we mc}nd
See Page 12 Col |

'Knit palli' planned
in Narayanganj

The government has a plan
to set up a 'knit palli. an exclu-
sive industrial zone for knit-
wear manufacturers, in Nara-

yar_lﬁe:nj reports UNB.
is was stated by Com-
merce and Industries Minister

Tofael Ahmed responding to a
proposal from leaders of the

*Bangladesh Knitwear Manufac-

turers and Exporters Associa-
tion who met him at his office
yesterday.

They congratulated the gov-
ernment on accumpliuhing a
fruitful and positive' solution

to the GSP issue with European
Union.

They also appreciated gov-
ernment's relentless endeav-
ours with the EC executives and
EU countries with a view to get
ting derogation of rules of ori-
gin of GSP (Generalised System
of Preference) in respect of
knitwear export to EU coun-
tries.

Association executives with
its president Manzurul Haque
met the Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister and expressed
satisfaction and gratitude over
the recent achievements on the
issue as well as the expansion of
overall exports.

See Page 12 Col 1
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HSC examinees
g0 on rampage

in Comilla

COMILLA, Oct 13: A group of
HSC examinees went on lhr.
rampage today demand uI::»
lication of their withhe
sults, r BSS.

Police said the students who
appeared in this year's HSC ex-
aminations pelted stones and
bricks at the higher secon
education board office and
caused an extensive

Later, they assembled at the

Kandirpar square and damaged
several vehicles.

Police dispersed the students
but they assembled near
the head post office and dam-

aged it.

By Staff Correspondent

The death toll from Sunday’s
hailstorm at the Biswa Ijtema

ggmd at Tongi rose to 17 with
more deaths in hospital
yesterday while hu s of
people from the capital and
nearby districts flocked to the
venue and were looking for

their missing relatives.
Accordin to hospital
sources, one s Ali of Char-

a in Netrakona died at the
haka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) and Saifud-
din, 60, of Nabinagar in Brah-
manbaria district died at the
Hospital.

At least 700 peo
elderly, were injured as devo-
tees ran helter-skelter when the

storm blew the massive tin-
See Page 12 Col 8

Govt employees to
chart next course
of action as talks
on pay scale fail

By Staff Correspondent

Lower level rmment em-
ployees will hold consultations
among themselves to chart
their next course of action fol-
lowing unsuccessful talks be-
tween their leaders and an offi-
cial at the Prime Minister's Of-
fice (PMO) on the new pay scale

on Sunday.

Leaders of the Sachibalaya
Karmachari Samjty and Class
Four Employees' Association
held the talks with Abu Alam
Khan Shahid. a director at the
PMO, sources in the employees'

associa said.
e e 12 Col |
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Gen Delic calls on President, PM

Dhaka's help sought

to rebuild Bosnia

The visiting Chiel of Army
Staff of Bosnia- Hl:rzcguvina
Federation General Rasim Delic
made a courtesy call on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed at
Bangabhaban yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Welcoming General Delic,
the President said Bangiadcuh
is eager to see peace be restored
in Bosnia.

He mentioned Bangladesh is
willing to extend all kinds of
help and co-operation in re-
building war-ravaged Bosnia's
economy.

Referring to training facili-
ties being provided to 20
Bosnian Army personnel, the
President said such facilities
could be extended further in fu-
ture.

l;;luhlcrv::li that IBOlmEman
stu ts can also aval E

portunity to study in
desh Universities.

President Shahabuddin
hoped that the friendly and
cordial relationship between
the two countries would be

ened in the days ahead.

General Delic thanked the
Bangladesh President for re-
ceiving him and appreciated the
hospitality being extended to
him and to the members of his
delegation.

e stressed extending mili-
tary co-operation between the
two countries and sought
ladesh's help and ED-GPEIIHD'I'I
in re-building the economy of
Bosnia.

Chief of Army Lt General
Mahbubur Rahman, Secret
to the President Muhamm
En.lmul Huq and Military Sec-

to the President Major
G«em.ul AM Siraj were present
on the occasion.

General Rasim Delic also

See Page 12 Col 6
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termediate goods.

"For instance, according to
NBR's shipment-based trade
data, imports of iron and steel
(in current Dollar terms) de-
clined by nearly 23 pcr cent
and that of cement by 10 per
cent, while imports of capital
goodu increased by less than
one per cent, and va]ue addition
in construction grew by only 3.6
per cent in 1996-97.

"Even after taking into ac-
count the 4.6 per cent nominal
exchange rate devaluation and
the less than six per cent
(through May) in domestic pro-
duction of cement in 1996-97,
the tude of the increase in
the size of nominal investment
appears inconsistent with these
data.”

"In short, the 1996-97 in-

growth -
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WB disputes govt claims
on 1nvestment, savings

By Toufique Imrose Khahdl and Inam Ahmed

vestment rate is lik:ly to have
been overstated,” the Update
said, and added “such an over-

estimation would have also led
to an over-estimation of the
national savings rate.”

Challenging the B esh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS) data
which show that savings rose
from 11.9 per cent of GDP in
1995-96 to 14.6 per cent in
1996-97, the Update said the
ﬁl;ﬂ\ﬂh rate "appears to have

en overestimated”.

The Bank criticism seems
based on a difference of opinion
in interpreting the data.

According to the Bank, the
increase was explained by a
strong rise in remittances,

“which must have contributed
to higher private savings”.

See Page 12 Col 3

Khaleda tells Bogra rally

BOGRA, Oct 13: BNP chair-

and Leader of the Oppo-

sition in Parliament Begum

Khaleda Zia today accu the

rnment of conspiring to

d over the Chittagong Hill

Tracts to India signing an

agreement with the terrorists,

reports UNB.

i ;[h: ment is

gn an agreement with the
armed insurgents, with

the army who have been
protecting the territory at the
risk of their life." she said.

World Bank President James
D Wolfensohn arrived in Dhaka
ﬁzﬂerda y to begin a five-day of-
al visit fur an appralsa] of
Bangladesh's development
agcnda rcports UNB.
will give me the o
Junl tu feel what is
Bangladesh”, he about his
maiden trip to esh, on
the first leg of his two-nation
South Asia tour that will also
take him to Pakistan.
Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria received him at the Zia
International Airport in the
afterncon when he flew into the
capital by a British Nrwa;rlu
flight from Washington, the

mln

Any accord on CHT

against sovereignty
won't be accepted

if the movement brings down
the ment," she said.

e district BNP organised
lhl: me:eung at the Altafunnessa
EI ground to protest the

lljng of Jubo Dal leader An-
war and the government's 're-
pression’ on opposition leaders
and activists.

“Thousand of people — men,
women and children — from far
and near attended the meeting.

The BNP chairperson said
the terrorists in the CHT were

aged in indiscriminate
ki of innocent people and
attacks on the army.

She warned that withdrawal
of any permanent or temporary

camp hll:ﬂ::hc CHT would

accepta

Th-l: Leader of the Opposition
said the government has com-
pletely failed to run the country
and also to fulfil its pre-elec-

it .See Page 12 Col 7

Wolfensahn tells neWsmen at ZIA
I expect substantial
talks with govt leaders

Bank's headquarters.

Wolfensohn is accompanied
by his wife Elaine. Senior offi-
cials of the World Bank and the
International Finance Corpo-
ration (IFC), an affiliate of the
donor agency. are also in the
entourage ol the Bank's chief
executive,

World Bank Country Direc-
tor Pierre Lendell-Mills, Secre-
tary of the Economic Relations
Division Dr Masihur Rahman
and senior officials of the Fi-
nance Ministry and the World
Bank field office were also pre-
sent at the airport.

Talking to newsmen briefly

See Page 12 Col 4

Ministerial body
to examine certain
recommendations

made by LGC

By Nurul Kabir

The cabinet yesterday con-
stituted a ministerial commit-
tee, headed by the Local Gov-
ernment and Rural Develop-
ment (LGRD) Minister to furthﬂr
examine the possible implica-
tions of implementing certain
recommendations of the Local
Government Commission
(LGC).

The LGC sought, among
other things, placing of the
deputy commissioners, (DCs)
and superintendents of police.
(SPs) under the proposed zila

parishads.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hatsina thlg sltrliaimd the cabi-
net meeting in the evening,
felt the need for further review
of the issue as a minister raised
some nbljcctiuns to the ap-
proach ol a five-member com-

 mittee of secretaries while giv-

ing its views on the LGC rec-
ommendations about placing of
various offices and depart-
ments under the proposed local
bodies at the district and thana
levels, cabinet sources said.

See Page 12 Col 7.

Khaleda escapesm

road accident

PABNA, Oct 13: BNP Chair-
person and Leader of the C;p
sition in the Jatiya g
gum Khaleda Z‘h’:l escapr.d a road
accident on the Bogra-Nagar-
bari highway today, reports

UNB.
Police said the jeep ca ng
Begum Zia aveited a head-
collision with a speeding truck
coming from the opposite di-
rection as her driver drove it to
a roadside plainland.

The incident took place in
front of Kashinathpur Palli
Bidyut Samity, 10 km off San-
thia thana headquarters, at
about 10:30 am while Begum
Zia was on way to Bogra to at-
tend a public meeting.

The truck, however, hit the

lice escort jeep I!n ust behind

eFum Zia's jeep, injuring five
cemen.
See Page 12 Col 7
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