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Awami League central office in the city yesterday.

Govt to review HBFC
loan system

Post and Telecommunica-
tions and Housing and Works
Minister Mohammad Nasim
said in the city yesterday that
the government would consti-
tute a committee to review the

loan system of
esh House Building Fi-
reports

existin
Bangl
nance Corporation,
BSS.

The minister was addressing
a seminar as the chief guest or-
ﬁanlscd by Bangladesh Griha

irman Rin Grohita Kalyan
Samity at the Institution of En-
gineers.

The seminar on "Housing
problem in Bangladesh and
complicacies with credits: A
way oul” was presided over by
Samity's President Barrister
Rabeya Bhuiyan, MP. Lawyer
Gazi Shamsur Rahman Prof
Nazrul Islam, and Prof M
Mainuddin Khan of Dhaka
University, Lailunnahar
Iqﬁlm. Managing Director of
Engineers 'and Consultant
Bangladesh Limited and M Fa-
zlul Haque, General Secretary
of the Samity also spoke.

Mohammad Nasim said
housing is the vital sector of the
country as people from all
classes hereditarily intended to
build at least a house for his or
her secure life and the next gen-
erations. But the desire does not
come to the reality almost for
the majority of the middle and
lower class people due to their
extra savings lor building a
house, he said. The compound

-8 fall from

rooftop of bus,

one dies

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 11: Eight
passengers fell from rooftop of
a bus and one of them died today
on the Uttarbanga highway at
Ullapara, police said, repaosts
UNB.

The accident occurred as a
tyre of the Nagarbari-bound bus
cumllg from Bogra burst and
deflated at about 11.40 am.

The dead was identified as
Sabur Uddin, 25, a fish fry
trader from Sakatia village in
Kahalu thana of Bogra district.
He died on way to hospital.

Of the seven injured, the
condition of one Nazrul Islam
was stated to be critical.

Police seized the bus. A case
was registered with Ullapara

thana.
Cuba

From Page 1
The bones were unearthed onl
this July after an 18-mon
search that was halted and re-
sumed several times,
Guevara's remains were
t back to Cuba on July 12
and received at a simple cere-
mony by Castro and.a handful
of leaders of the revolution and
Guevara's surviving
members — his widow, Aleida,
and four children.
- Guevara's daughter Aleida,
38, told a news conference on
that Castro, an avuncu-
lar figure to-her after her fa-
ther's death, was deeply moved
the day the remains were re-
turmed.
She added that her own feel-
ings were always underscored
her confidence that her fa-
ther "did what he thought he
had to do.”

The daughter was asked how
she might feel if she met the
man actually shot her fa-

ther, Bolivian soldier Mario
Teran. She answered that she
felt that as a doctor, she would
be prof _ bound to help
since she understood he
was now an alcoholic. "He is a

interest makes the problem
more difficult for those who
built houses with bank credits,
he added.

Other speakers said that
housing problem could be
solved to a great extent if the
seclor was considered as a phi-
lanthropic organisation in-
stead of profitable one.

They said the country was
facing obstacles in flourishing
the housing sector due to inade-
quate number of lending -insti-
tutions and the recovery of loan
willI1 c?_lmpluiund interest.

n his key-note our-
nalist Bnrhaarl Ahnﬂw the
common le and the profes-
sionals could never build a
house if the existing credit pol-
icy was not made easier and
fault-free. He said the national
housing policy should also be
immediately implemented for
flourishing the sector.

Fall in water level

Movement of rly
fernes at

Tistamukh Ghat
may be suspended

LALMONIRHAT, Oct 11:
Railway communications be-
tween the capital and the
northern region have been
threatened as the water level in
the Prallapati Char-Gobhinda
Channel of the Tistamukh-
Ghat-Bahadurabad route has
been decreased abnormally due
to the fall in the Jamuna, re-
ports UNB.

The movement of ferries as
well as of the barges might be
suspended within a day or two
as the water level in chan-
nel has been decreasing
rapidly, said an official of the
Tistamukh Ghat.

Water level at Tistamukh
Ghat was recorded 55:40 RL to-
day (Saturday). The water level
at this point was 57 RL on the
corresponding day of the previ-

ous year.
On Wednesday, the water
level at Tistam Ghat was

recorded 57.90 RL whereas it
was 57.20 RL and 56.20 RL
Thursday and Friday respec-

tivt#i .
1€ channel has been posing
serious threat to the operation
of railway passenger-carrying
ferries and railway-wagon-car-
ng barges due to the sharp
all of water level in the Ja-
muna since last week.
A railway source told UNB
that if the present trend contin-
ues in such a way the channel

Erill face closure for river traf-
C.

The movements of ferries
has also been threatened as the
water level in the Kalasona-
dﬂ:argajarla channel has come

Thailand
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politicians standing for elec-
tion.

With the new constitution in
place, embattled Prime Minis-
ter Chavalit Yongchaiyudh
cannot seek a fres
mandate by dissolving parlia-
ment to stave off political pres-
sure.
He can only call a snap elec-
tion 240 days after the constitu-
tion has been promulgated or
after new laws governing elec-
tions are put in —F

Chavalit insists he will call
an election next May and says

that new electoral laws could be
ready earlier than the 240-day

poor type.” she said, deadline.

After death Guevara be- The charter, which was
came a bol of revolutionary  drafted by a 99-member assem-
idealism for leftists around the  bly selecied by the parliament,
world. - took eight months to draft.
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Grameen Bank

| employee killed

in Cox’s Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 11: An
e of Grameen Bank was
killed by a gang of armed da-
coits at a shrimp farm at village
Rampura in C oﬁ;ﬂa thana

terday. reports i
m!‘ulicg said Abu Bakar, 30,
wWas ned down the gang
numbering about 15 when he
tried to resist them from rob-
bery at the shrimp [arm owned
by the Grameen Bank.

The dacoits decamped with a
large quantity of shrimps. A
case was filed with local police.

10-yr-old Shohag

only reliable
witness to the

train accident

From Quazi Amanullah

.. KHULNA, Oct 1]: A ]10-year-
old 5[:»«3;:_;",,;’.N .,huhag.u%'uwas

ar,
travelling on the roof of the ill-
fated Rocket Express is being
considered by the probe as
the ‘only reliable witness' to
Friday's tragic train accident at
Singia, official sources say.

e boy has been taken into
police custody in Jessore Sadar
thana not as an accused. He is
being treated with affection and

medical treatment there.

Shohag. who hails from
Faila village under Rampal
thana of Bagerhat district had
earnestly requested driver Ab-
dul Ali to stop the train to avert
an accident.

"I could apprehend that an
accident is going to take place
as both the t Express and
the goods train were on line no-
3 at Singia station,” the boy told
the enquiry committee today.
He soon got down from the roof
of the coach and told the driver
"Sir, please stop the train by
any means,”

But it was too late, Shnhﬁg
said. "The Rocket Express col-
lided head-on with the goods
train few seconds after myself
and the driver jum from the
running trains.” Shohag suf-
fered severe injuries in his legs.

He was traced out by police.
In his statement Shohag told
the i committee how the
driver turned down his request
to stop the train, the sources
said.

Mentionably, the driver is
absconding after the accident.

Train accident
- From Page 1
after the accident. resumed this
momming. Trains are running as
usual.

The three-member enquiry
committee formed yesterday to
ascertain the cause at the acci-
dent and identify those respon-

sible began its work today.

Zimbabwe beat
From Page 1 :
After winning the toss the

" Africans rode on half centuries

by Flower brothers Grant (79)
and Andy (81) and Guy Whittal-
I's unbeaten 79, -

Vice-captain Aminul Islam
was the most successful
Bangladesh bowler with three
for 63. Left-arm spinner Mo-
hammad Rafique collected the
other wicket.

Habibur Basher top-scored
with 70 and captain Akramr
Khan contributed 59 to
Bangladesh's total.

osts Kenya take on Zim-
babwe in today's match at the
same venue.

Bosnian army chief

From Page 1
then proceeded to the
Senakunja where he was given

{ a guard of honour by a smart

contingent of the army. .

; He took the salute and in-
spected the guard. He also
pﬂ:nmd a sapling there,

‘Later, General Delic went to
the army headquarters and
called on the Chief of Army
Staff, Lieutenant General Mo-
hammad Mahbubur Rahman.

He discussed with General
Mahbub matters of mutual in-
terest, '

|75

lnc-n. crashed about 11

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina,
Oct 11: An ntine airliner

Arge
crashed and exploded in neigh-
bouring Uruguay, all 75
ay. et changed
course to try to avoid a flerce
rainstorm, reports AP,

The Austral airlines jet, a
pm Fri-
day (0200 GMT Saturday) near
Nuevo Berlin, a town in the de-
gnrlm:nl of Rio on the

anks of the Uruguay River,
which separates the two coun-
tries. ~
“There were no survivors.,”
Brig Juan Manuel V . Sec-
retary-general of the tine
atl'; grmmdmt:h mﬁm et
with a impact
and is scattered over a very wide
area.”

Details of those aboard was
not available.

Argentine and Uruguayan
rescue teams rushed to the
crash site on a large farm in an
area dotted with marshes and
hills. about 280 miles (450
kilometers) north of Buenos
Afres. There were no ris of
casualties an the ;

A witness, Gonzalo Vastos,
told U uay's Cablevision
Noticias that saw ‘a ball of
fire fall behind a hill' and then
a 'huge i

m de Bastos,
wtm on a nearby farm,
said she went out to watch the

|

lightning and flooding of the
storm she saw a
'red ball that fell and exploded

Young man
beaten to
death at Bogra

BOGRA. Oct 11: A young man
was killed and two others were
seriously wounded in a mob
beating at a residential hotel

The gang locked in an alter-
cation with the hotel workers
who at one stage shut the gate
confining three of the gang in
the hotel. Others fled away by

motor rr:k-s.
Local people rushed to the
hotel hearing the shout and

beat up the youths mercilessly.
F‘c;u:: ater took them to hospi-
Lal.

Of thern, Prakash succumbed
to his injuries at Bogra Mo-
hammad Ali Hospital at abeut
6.30 am.

Injured Ahad was sent to
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-
pital in a critical condition
while Liton admitted to Mo-
hammad Ali Hospital.

The Daily Star

killed in Argentine |
plane crash

on hitting the ground.’

Seventy passengers, includ-
ing three inlants, and five crew
meinbers were aboard the
from the northern Argentine
city of Posadas to Buenos Aires,
said Santiago Garcia, commer-
cial of Austral, a sub-
sidiary of Aerolineas Argenti-
nas.

The plane had last made
contact with Buenos Aires mu-
nicipal airport about 40 min-
utes before the crash and re-
ported it was changing its
course to avoid heavy rain and

hail near the capital, air force
official Jorge Carnevalini said.

In Uruguay, an air [orce offi-
cial told The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity that
the plane entered an area of
heavy turbulence. Other planes
in the area also had reported
severe conditions at the time,
he said.

This morning.
100 relatives of t
and crew gathered at Buenos
Aires metropolitan airport,
hugging each other in griefl. A
priest walked among them. try-
ing to comfort them.

Customs officials
call off planned
- strike

. Customs officials

have
called off their planned work
followt

ﬂw ng steps taken
by the authorities, reports UNB.
The decision was taken at an

cy meeting of the Cus-

tom House Commissionerate
Committee of Dhaka-Raishahi
Customns, Excise and VAT Ex-
ecutive Officers Association on

Friday. says a release,
The ulocgl?:n had an-
nounced the abstention pro-

gramme to press for withdrawal
of the sion of three offl-
cers of the Preventive Unit and
‘irregular’ transfer of a female
Officer of the Zja In-
ternational Airport customs.
Mlanmmal sccre-
M Abdur t said the
authorities had already with-
drawn the suspension orders
and taken effective steps to-
wards rescinding the transfer
and fulfilling other demands of

the custoins officers.

PCJSS congress

From Page |
hiprivo Larma agreed upon dur-
ing September 14-17 meeting
with the National Committee
on Chittagong Hill Tracts
INCCHT).

Larma had told reporters be-
fore leaving Dhaka for his
hideout that the draft would be
placed before his s for
ratification. An agreement
would be signed at the next
meeting with the NCCHT.

The meeting is expected
sometime next month.

more than

Barricade: Sramik 133ng

Page

sacked the mill at Nandalalpur
in Fatullah on October 2.

Polash was arrested after
Prime Minister and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina issued direc-
tives on October 8 for bringing
the culprits to book and taki
steps for resumption of produc-
tion in the mills.

red by the arrest of Po-

lash, his followers in the local
Sramik had put up bar-
ricades on the Dhaka-Narayan-
ﬁénmj highway and staged a

ionstration in front of the
Deputy Commissioner's office
on October 9. They however
withdrew the barricades and
suspended their pr me
until 2 l13111 today following a
call by local MP Shamim Os-
man of AL,

Planners of the fresh barri-

cade were learnt to

programme
be absconding fearing li
crackdouvn, £ R

They met at a secret
glarc to discuss the pro
ul failed to take a decision.
sources said.
Contacted by telephone, DC
of Narayanganj Abdur Rahman

told The I}aﬂ!’ Star last nisht
that he was “well-p to
maintain law and order in the

industrial belt.

Polash tops the list of 91
persons accused of ransacking
the: Prime Textile Mills. Police
could not arrest any other ac-
cused person till last night.

Polash is also accused in 12
other cases of murder. extortion
and terrorism.

The central leadership of the
Sramik League earlier formed a
two-member committee to in-
:I'mttigate the ransacking inci-

ent.

The probe bedy visited the
'spot and the day be-
fore to gather necessary infor-

mation, Sramik League general
secret Ahsanullah Master,
MP told The Daily Star last
night.

“Disciplinary action will be
taken against those found re-
sponsible for the attacks.” he
said adding, the probe body is
edzpectﬁ:l to submit its report to-

y.

Shops gutted
in Ctg

i CHHTAG{'}NGH.HM 11: :jl‘l:lr:e
ops were partially gutted in a
fire in the city's Kotwali thana
area today, Fire Service sources
said, reports UNB.

According to local people,
three shops on the Jubilee Road
were damaged in the fire that
originated from a short circuit
at about 6 this

Fire fighters brought the
blaze under control after an
hour’s frantic effort.

Durga Puja
1

From

Page

Ahmed and Begum Shahabud-
din exchanged greetings with
the members of the Hindu
community at B bhaban.

Principal of the Ramkr-
ishna Mission Swami Akha-
rananda, Adviser of the Bangla-
desh Puja Udjapan Parishad
Major General (retd) C R Datta
and political leaders, acade-
mics, senior officials, advoca-
tes, doctors, journalists, artists,
cultural ' pérsonalities and
businessmen belonging to the
community were present.

State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Mohammad
Nurul Islam attended the func-
tion. '

From Page 1
plates signed by a RSL official
claimed that they were legally
allowed to ply on the city roads
‘'because they had paid for the
number plates’.

Serajul Islam, publicity and

ublication secretary of
sramik League, denied that the
organisation had issued fake
number plates. "Those are not
authorisation for plying on the
city roads, the number plates
issued by Sramik League prove
that the puller is a member of
the organisation.”" he told this
correspondent.

The RSL has issued over
30,000 number plates over the
last two years, he said but de-
clined to say how much it was
charging for one such number

plate.

“The League took the initia-
tive to register the rickshaws to
bring discipline in this sector,”

rhenakl

Fnliéc officials said that the

2.5 lakh rickshaws y

number eof rick-
autorickshaws were
creating enormous problems in
traffic movement. “A good per-
centage of the rickshaws are il-
legally plying on the city roads
and their number is increasing
everyday.,” said a traffic de-
partment official. He pointed
out that DCC was the sole au-
thority to take a move to crack
down on illegal rickshaws.

"In the past, we accompanied
the DCC team and caught illegal
rickshaws on the roads but the
initiative must come from the
DCC," he said.

On the city roads, thousands
of rickshaws dpl with numbér

lates issue l¥ Mahanagar

ckshaw Chalak Samity, Ja-
hangirnagar Rickshaw Malik
Samity, Kakhin Khan Rick-
shaw Chalak Samity. Rickshaw
Chalak Oikya Parishad and
Sultanganj Union Parishad.
DCC officials estimated that
nearly one lakh rickshaws were
plying under their banners.

increasi
shaws

h

i
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Trial of Jakigan;j
child trafficking
case begins

tomorrow

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Oct 11: Trial of the
sensational child trafficking
case of Jakiganj will begin in
the court of Abdur Mokit Ma-

wmdcr. Special Tribunal Judge
omen and Children Repres-
sion Court, Sylhet on Monday.

The CID after investigation,
has® already submitted
chargesheet against seven per-
sons In the case. Six of them are
in jail hajat while the other
h“mahﬂum Jak

on a : igan
ice had arrested 9 pa-rsnni
rom the house of one Abdus
Sattar in Dariabaj village un-
der the thana on June 7 and res-
cued four minor boys who were
brought from Chandpur and
were allegedly being traflicked
to India on way to Dubai. The
arrested persons, during inter-
rogation, had admitted that the
boys were being taken to Dubal
for use as camel jockeys.

The arrested are: Shafiulla
alias Shahjahan, 35, Abdul
Halim Bhuilyan, 28, Manir Hos-
sain, 25. and Delwar Hossain,
20. all hailing from Faridganj
thana in Chandpur district;
Khokan Bhuiyan and Mostafa
Melkar, ZMI Hg;mchnr I:mr
Chandpur, us Sattar, 49, o
Jnh;ﬁmj and Sirajul Islam, 35,
of Sheorapara under Mirpur
thana in Dhaka city and his
wife Shahan Ara Khatoon, 23,

Abdus Sattar was a chowki-
der in the rest house of Roads

During interrogation

a three-member CID team,
t confessed that they were
members of an international
gang and had trafflicked about
one hundred wormnen and minor
boys to Dubal in past several
months. Three of their accom-
plices, Kabir., Shah Alam and
Selim, all hailing from Chit-
lagong, stay in [India. They had
conl :

The CID police, through the
Home Ministry and the Foreign
Ministry has sought Interpolis
help in arresting other gang
members. official sources said.

JP wants AL to

complete 5-yr
tenure: Ershad

Jatiya Party chairman H M
Ershad yesterday said his part
does not intend to form any al-
liance with other political par-
ties as "it is strong enough Lo
carry out its politics alone.” re-
ports UNB.

"“Those who do not have
enough political strength form
alliance with others.” he said
while talking to newsmen at the
airport Friday night before
leaving for the United States.
said a JP press release.

Ershad said his party is in
favour of allowing the Awami
League government to complete
its five-year tenure. "If it fails,
they will face the consequences
in ple's votes.” he said.

He said he does not have any
house either at home or abroad.
"The house at Gulshan is owned
by my wife,” he said.

Ershad said he is going to
USA on a personal trip, but he
would like to meet some Sena-
tors and Congressimnen as well
as JP leaders and workers.

JP leaders including Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury and
Naziur Rahman Manju and
party MPs were present at the
al to see him off.

eanwhile, another press
release said Ershad arrived in
Brussels en route to USA. He
will stay in the Belgian capital
for a few days before proceeding
to Washington.

One shot dead
From Page 1

mitg.

ur Narayanﬁanj corre-
spondent added that Shafiqur
Rahman was an accused in sev-
eral cases filed with Fatulla
thana. Golam Rasul. his bro-
ther, filed a murder case with

Sabujbagh thana in this
connection.
UNB adds: Three pedestrians

received bullet wounds and
nearly a hundred vehicles were
on the Dhaka-Nara-
ganj road du a frenzied
the killing.
The bullet-injured three
were identified as Abul Khair,
Abdur Rahim and Ranjan Kar-
inakar. They were sent to
H.lra]rangnz Hospital.
As the death news spread,
the su s of Meser st
violent protest and clas

with rivals on the Dhaka-
Narayanganj road near Demra
thana, disrupting traffic for
four hours from 10 am.

Witnesses said the trouble
erupted in Telkal area of Demra
thana after the militant uuF-
porters of Meser from Fatulla
thana marched upto there and
were locked in a fight with their
rivals from Demra.

There were gunshots during
the violent backlash to the
killing. Police reinforcements
came from Narayanganj to

. the rampage that lasted

pm.

Six were arrested
from thé scene, one of them
mh a pistol, said Demra po-

Microphone

==

Leté make tings betor
S PHILIPS

WASHINGTON, Oct 11: US
first lady Hillary Rodham Clin-

ton has pronounced herself not

quite ready to hit the half-cen-
tury mark and not quite re-
signed to having her only child
:lﬂ:ing away from home. reports

"Turning 50 doesn't bother
me, " she said, looking to her Oc-
tober 26 birthday. "Realizi
that I'm a half-century oild,
that's different.”

All the to-do over how to cel-
ebrate her birthday — she's
heard her hometown of C
may have fireworks — “sort of

-—— =
F

makes me feel awkward.” she
said in an interview be-
tween back-to-back trips to
Latin America.

"l was just sort of rolling
thro time, and it w
to be e and then it be
over, and now it's being turned
into this h deal.”

The first lady sat down with
a handful of Friday as
she flew home a three-day
visit to Panama; she leaves
Sunday with President Clinton
for a week-long visit to
Venezuela, Brazil and Ar-
gentina.

She brushed aside questions
about whether she's where she
warted to be by this point in her
life. Her future, she said, has
always been "totally unpre-
dictable.”

Mrs Clinton owned up to
missing daughter Chelsea, who
left for last month, but
said her heavy travel schedule
is helping her adjust to the
% y nest.” -

en%u can't know it's 'ﬂty if
w;ur;lmt there." she with
a 4

Despite grueling schedules
that can require many ts
and multiple in m
cities in a single . Mrs,
ton said her visits with
around the wut;;!d leave her
more energized than exhausted.
mﬂ:w rilc;kd > the o

na on edge
of Panama's rain forest, who
showed the first lady how she
raises poinsettias in her back

pen
vated and given a little

}}'.'.P and t they can do with
“You guys think this is all
glamour,” she added. "It's screw

worins. It's brucellosis.”

Mrs. Clinton said she has
lots of ideas but no specific
plans for what she'll be doing
alter the White House.

But the first lady did set out
one ‘to ‘aveomplish before
t gave the White House — to

| e the rest of their home.
She said there are rooms
they've never been into. :

From Page 1

The leaders also 'call for the
universal abolition of the death
penalty and insist on the
maintenance, in the meantime
of existing moratoria on execu-
tions in Europe.” -

President Vaclav Havel of
the Czech Republic said new
member countries such as his
which 'had rid themselves of

Council of Europe as an impor-
tant landmark on their journey
... and an anchor of values -
unique and irreplaceable — that
is closely linked with the
broader European integration

"We must not pass on to the
future generations an egoistic
Europe, deaf and blind to the
needs of others,” he said. -
*  President Franjo Tudjman
of Croatia. whose coun
feel has not lived up to Cc
standards, attempted to dis-
tance himself from his Balkan
neighbours, saying Croatia be-
longed in Europe. Croatia bor-
ders on the Balkans, he said,
but is not a part of it.

"While as to a gradual
and full intcﬁr% into Euro-

Special JS group
| From Page 1
public health issues in light ot
the AIDS crisis as well as or-
anising awareness and sexual
ealth education for young peo-

ple.
The Health Minister said

| G on war ek e Ay

‘eréd any vaccine or medicine in

the treatment and
the disease. Only social aware-
ness and preventive measure
can reduce the risk of the dis-
ease,” he told the function.

He said members of parlia-
ment could play an important
role in implementing the AIDS
policy effectively.

BNP’s call

From Page |
ﬂ;raahava. district and city
s to drum up support for its
demands.

Bhuiyan in his statement
urged the countrymen (o inten-
sify the movement against un-
democratic activities of the

govermment.
Meanwhile., just released
Gulshan thana ‘hchhashe-

bak Dal leader Khandaker Im-
ran Hossain Manik and Sabu-
J thana Juba Dal leaders
cal on the BNP secreta
general at 29 Minto Road -
cial residence of the Leader of
the tion in Parliament.
BNP leaders Tarigul Islam,
Shamsul Islam. Salahuddin
mr Chowdhury. Ala r
. Amwwar Zahid. Sadek
ssain Khoka. Akhleruzzaman
and Jamilur Rahman Nayan
weve present on Lhe occaston.

'HR court to be

Council of E

tion of-

set up

pean economic and security
systems, Croatia at the same
time cannot accept any m
integration within any

and southeastern framework.”
he said. "It seeks integration
only with those Western and
Central European countries to
which it beiongn geopolitically
and culturally.

From the edges of the conti-
nent, the democratic na-
tions of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Gm;ﬁia and Bosnia all ap-
pealed to join the Council.

Council of Europe
calls for ban on
death penalty -

STRASBOURG, Oct 11: The
today called
for a worldwi ban on the
death penalty, AFP.

In the final declaration
winding up a 40-nation summit
on human rights, it said it
would insist on the mainte-
nance of existing moratoria on
executions in member states
which have retained capital
punishment such as Russia and
Ukraine. " "

In a prelimvinary paper
had mnr::lcmncd the death
penalty as a violation of human
rights.

'Il‘li'lw council "believes t!:
death penalty can no longer
regarded as an acceptable form
of shment from a human
rights perspective,” it said.

The council's
vention on Human abol-
ishes the death in peace
time, not all of
Euro members have abol-
ished it in legislation or rati-
fied the relevant protocol.

Among the measures envis-
aged was an offer of assistance
to member states where the
penalty remains in force
through educational and
awareness-raising activities.

Some member states have
retained it for exceptional cir-
cumstances such as wartime
crimes.

* In Britain the death
remains on thend!tltu es for
treason. and mu .

In Rum which l'.lj:‘: de-
clared a mll;rdn%um O execu-
tions. arou are
believed to be on drlthm:m. A
similar situation exists in
Ukraine.

Many countries around the
world retain and use the Jdeath
penalty, including China and

Con-

several states in the United
Stales.
According to Amnesty In-

ternational, five countries have
been known to execute -
ers under 18 since 1 : lran,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabla. United
States and Yemen.

Over half the countries in
the world have now abolished
the death penalty in law or in

practice, the rights body said.



