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Biman U- 14 soccer
Final round
from Oct 27

Sports Reporter

The final round ol the Biman
under-14 national football
championship will begin at the
Cox's Bazar Stadium from Oc-
tober 27.

A total of ten teams includ-
ing eight qualifiers will be lea-
tured in the meet which will be
held on knock-out basis. De-
fcmlingﬂchampﬁnns Dhaka and
Cox's Bazar earn automatic
berths.

The eight qualifiers are:
Joypurhat. Rangamati. Sher-

ur, Jessore, Mﬂnik;:au{.
hariyatpur, Barisal and Nil-
phamari.

WC qualifier
Kazakstan
hold S Korea

ALMATY, Kazakstan, Oct 11:
South Korea couldn't capitalise
on an early lead as they 1-
1 with Kazakstan in an Asian
Group B World Cup encounter
here today, reports AP.

Forward Yong Soo-choi put
the Koreans ahead in the third
minute.

Kazakstan brought on mid-
fielder Pavel Yevteyev after
halftime. The move paid off,
with Yevieyev grabbing a 53rd
minute equaliser.

The Kazak side received
three yellow cards during the
game, which was watched by
about 6.000 spectators in the
stadium in central Almaty.

Kazakstan has a sizable eth-
nic Korean minority. Amon
the spectators were severa
hundred Koreans, who loudl
cheered on their team wit
chants, drums and clapping.

Smith to quut
WACA office

PERTH, Oct 11: Former Eng-
land Test batsman Chris Smith
announced here Friday he will
quit his job as chiel executive of
Western Australian Cricket As-
sociation (WACA) to start a new
career in England, reports AFP.

South African-born, Smith,
38, who played in eight Tests
while on Hampshire's books.
said he would leave Perth in De-
cember with his [amily to work
for a British-based sports hos-
Eitality business in southern

ngland.

e said he had been oflered
the job while on holiday in Eng-
land in June and had been con-
sidering it since,

"It was simply to good to
refuse,” said Smith, who had
held Western Australian crick-
et's top job for five of the six
years he has lived here.

Another Soufh Afﬂtan,
former star batsman Barry
Richards. who lives in Perth,
said he was interested in the va-
cancy created by Smith.

As well as playing four Tests
for South Africa, Richards had
an outstanding career with Na-
tal, Gloucestershire, Hampshire
and South Australia.

The association plans to ap-
point Smith's successor by the
end of the year,

China may bid
for 2008 Games

BEIJING, Oct 11: Reversing
his remark reported a day ago,
the Chinese sports minister
said Saturday that Hetjinﬁ was
seriously considered bidding
again for the Olympics, reports
AP.

"We are in the middle of de-
liberations, but there’s still no
conclusion,” the state-run Xin-
hua news agency quoted Wu
Shaozu as saying.

On Friday, Xinhua reported
that Wu has said, "We have not
seriously pondered upon that
issue.”

Beijing's last Olympic bid,
for the 2000 Summer Games,
was narrowly defeated by Syd-
ney.
Xinhua again quoted Wu as
repeating that they have "yet to
seriously ponder” another bid.
But he also said, "We will make
the final decision whether or
not to launch another biddin
campaign after the Nationa
Games.” opening Sunday in
Shanghai.

Hurt by a controversy over
human rights abuses, China
lost the 1993 balloting for the
2000 Games by two votes

Last month, the Japanese
newspaper Asahi reported that
China was planning to bid for
the 2008 Games.
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Delending Pre-
nier Division
champions Mo-
hammedan Spor-
ting Club  will
take on promolees
Rahmatgan] Muslim Friends
Society in the second match on
the opening daf of the Senior
Division football league which
kicks off at the Mirpur Stadium
this afternoon.

East End Club, one of the two
sides relegated to the First Divi-
sion last year, will meet Dhaka
Wanderers Club in the opener.
With the sport losing its popu-
larity day by day. the league
will {')e held without any spon-
sor this time. .

A total of 20 teams, ten in
the Premier and ten in the First
Division, are participating in
the league which will initially
be played on double league ba-
sis. Alter the first phase, to
five teams from each league will
vie for the championship
through a super league while the
remaining 10 teams will play in
the relegation league.

Two matches will t!;e held :1;1—
eryday pitting one irom eac
dli-z'iitgnF Thegﬂrst match will
start at 2:30 pm followed by the

Sports Reporter

second at 4:30 pm. Spectators
will have to pa 20 each for a
gallery ticket {for two matches)
while the amount is Tk 40 for a
VIP pass.

ollowing are the participat-

ing teams:

Premier Division: Mo-
hammedan SC., Abahani KC,
Muktijoddha Sangsad KC,
Brothers Union, YMC Fakir-
erpool. Farashganj SC, ani
Bank SC, Arambagh KS, Victo-
ria SC and Rahmatganj MFS.

First Division: East End
Club, Bangladesh Boys Club,
Badda Jagarani Sangsad, Mir-

French booter
fails drug test

PARIS., Oct 11: Le Havre
striker Cyrille Pouget has tested
positive for the anabolic steroid
nandrolone, his French First
Division club said on Friday,
reports Reuter.

Pouget, who has three
France caps, is free to Flay until
the national football league
disciplinary committee meets
to deal with his case after the B
sample of his urine has also
been tested.

pur Chalantika SC, BRTC SC.
Dhanmondi Club, Police AC,
Wari Club, Shantinagar Club
and Dhaka Wanderers Club.

1ST WEEK FIXTURE

Oct 12 : East End Club vs Dhaka
Wanderers Club (2:30 pm)
Mohammedan SC vs Rahmat-
j SC (4:30 pm) :
13 : Bangladesh B?‘r)n Club
vs Shantinagar Club (2:
Abahani KC vs Victoria SC (4:30

Bet
14 : Badda J
Chlub (2:30 Eml
Muktijoddha Sangsad KC vs
Arambagh KS (4:30 pm)
Oct 15 : Mirpur Chalantika vs
Police AC (2: ?mi

Brothers Union vs Agrani

Bank[-i:ﬂﬂgl'%
Octl6: B SC vs Dhan-
mondi Club (2:30

YMC Fakirerpool vs Farash-

ﬁjﬁﬂ{#:ﬂﬂg}m]
17: East End Club vs

Shantinagar Club (2:30 pm)
Mohammedan SC vs Victoria
SC (4:30 pm)

Oct 18: Bangladeah Boys Club
vs Police AC (2:30 pm)

Abahani KC vs Agrani Bank
(4:30 pm).

vs Wari
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capital Jakarta yesterday.
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Scene from the opening ceremony of the 19th South East Asian G

ames in the Indonesian
— AP/UNB photo

ik

Org_anisers meet Fil_ipino demand

Jakarta gala un

"JAKARTA, Oct 11: Last.
minute schedule changes to

track and field events prevented

a ?nﬁﬁiblt pull-out by ‘the
’hilippines athletic team as the
19th South East Asian Games
kicked off in the Indonesian
capital today, report agencies.

President Soeharto opened
the Games as athletes prepared
to hunt for gold amid the rubble
of rickety venues and an econ-
omy too unstable to help fix
them.

The Games were under attack
from within even before
Soeharto's brief opening, with a
local official criticising the
"disgusting” venues and ques-
tioning the need for 34 sports in
the 10-day, 10-nation event.

The 110,000 seat main sta-
dium, nearly full on opening
night, was built in 1962 by the
Soviet Union during former
President Soekarno's reign. It
has not aged gracefully, with
rickety wooden seats and dig&
passageways below. Some 6,
schoolchildren dressed in tra-
ditional costumes of the 27 In-
donesian provinces added
colour to the drab stadium
while military skydivers, their
parachutes resembling na-
tional flags, salely made the in-
field.

The honour of lighting the
flame was given to Indonesian
Ferry Sonneville, 66, a former
world champion badminton
player who was chairman of the
sport's international federation
from 1972-75.

Philippine athletics offi-
cials were upsel that one of
their top gold medal hopes, vet-
eran long jump and sprint spe-
clalist Elma Muros, 30, would
be forced Lo compete in several
of her strongest events on the
same day in the space of about
an hour.

“The technical delegates met

| last night and decided to change

. 3dvantage tp the P

the date of the women's long
jump event, the chan%::s give an

feam.” said Sumartn¥
totihardjo, chairman of the or-
ganising committee for the
athletics association.

Mouros. who holds the SEA
Games record in the long jump,
took gold in that event and in
the 100 metres sprint and hur-
dles events in the last SEA
Games in Chiang Mai, Thali-
land, in 1995.

The Philippines Star news-
Eapcr reported today that the
hilippine Amateur Track and
Field Association had threat-

ened to pull out its entire track
and field team due to the
scheduling.

It quoted the association
resident Go Teng Kok as saying
e gave the go-ahead for

Muros's husband and coach,
George (Jojo) Posadas, to Lodf: a
protest with the organising
comimittee.

‘| have asked Jojo to make
this appeal to the organisers
and if they don’t agree lgaw:
him the authority to withdraw
the participation of the team."
Go was quoted as saying on Fri-
day before the meeting.

Go could not be reached for
comment today.

Sumartoyo said he wasn't
aware that a complaint had
been lodged by the Philippines.

Philippine Sport Commis-
sion chairman Philip Juico
told the news agency today
Muros was expected to win three
gold medals for the team in her
events.

Other last minute glitches
were still being worked out as
workers rushed to finish venues
before the SEA Games officially
began later in the day.

The Jakarta l!un{ said
Jakarta governor Sutiyoso was
upset on Friday to discover that
several venues were dirty or in-
complete on the eve of the open-

derway

ilippines
0 Pﬂli[ai-- i‘

"Quit working slowly.” he
was Bo;e_vm flicials
at city hall. "Don't embarrass
Jakarta.’ 4

The 34 events range from fan
favourites soccer, athletics and
swimming to regional speciali-
ties like speak takraw — a vol-
leyball-like sport where players
move a rattan ball across the
net with their feet and heads —
and wushu, a Chinese martial
art.

Meanwhile, the Games offi-
cials are concerned fans may
get out of control at soccer

matches and are tening se-
curity and recon plans
to let the public in free of
charge,

The concern follows a

statement by the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation slamming
the behaviour of Indonesian
fans and the lax security mea-
sures at two preliminary
matches.

Torch's route
to Sydney

SUVA. Fiji, Oct 11: The Ol-
ympic torch will be carried
through 10 Pacific Island coun-
tries en route to Australia for
the 2000 Sydney Olympic
Games, said Dr in Mitchell,
chairman of the prﬂlympic
Committee, reporis AP.

After being flown from
Athens via Singapore, it will be
carried through Papua New
Guinea. Guam, Nauru, the
Solomon Islands. Samoa,
American Samoa. the Cook Is-

lands, Tonga. Fiji and Vanuatu
and then through New Zealand
Lo

Fﬂﬁﬂu also said Friday
that Pacific Island Olympic
committees will have an Ocea-
nia House at the Sydney Olym-
pic venue as a place for promo-
ting tourism, investment and

t for their region.

Sport

Sr Div league starts today

Mira WC cricket
on the cards

CALCUTTA, Oct 11: A mini
cricket World Cup among the
nine Test playing nations is
planned for next year to raise
money to popularise the game,
the International Cricket
Council chief said Saturday.
reports AP.

The regular World Cup is
scheduled for 1999, in which
nine Test playing nations and
three associate member coun-
tries will take .

The plan to hold the mini
World Cup was taken by a six-
memher committee, ICC
chairman Jagmohan Dalmiya
told reporters. The recommen-

datigns will have to be formally
ratified the council's execu-
tive in December, he said.

The format for the champi-
onship is still being discussed.
The council may rank nations
and after an elimination round
between the eighth and ninth-
ranked countries, the others
may play the quarterfinals.

e committee has recom-
mended that the tournament be
held in one country and com-
pleted in 15 days, he said.

Dravid set
to return

BANGALORE, Oct 11: Top or-
der batsman Rahul Dravid, who
missed the second and third
one-dayer in Pakistan due to
teethache during India’'s recent
tour, will be back in action on
October 16 after a successful ex-
traction of two wisdom teeth
Ipr'er:['e earlier this week. reports

" am still on anti-biotics
and pain-killers. But I am con-
fident that I will be ready to
play in the Brijesh Patel benefit
came next week.” the stylish
batsman told here last n.lﬁgt.

An Indian eleven will take
on a Sri Lankan selection on
Oct 16 in a day-night one-day

here.

The teeth were extracted af-
ter an hour-long sﬁe and
eight stitches were n ;

The surgery proved to be
rather complicated as both the

upper and lower teeth had to be
extracted.

L
Italian cops
> -
In action
ROME. Oct 11: Police ar-
rested seven England fans on a
Rome-bound train for attacking
an [talian man and his son
early Saturday, hours before
the World Cup soccer duel be-
twedn the two countries. In all,
28 Mns were reported arrested
in various incidents, reports
AP.
Of the total 28 fans arresled,

24 were English and the other
four were Italian, RAI state TV

about two hours after the
overnight train pulled out of
Milan, carrying some 30 Eng-
land team supporters.

Italian news reports said
some English fans ripped open
the door of a compartment
where two Romans were travel-

llni and began punch and
kic the occupants Elga 63-

year-old man and his 24-year-

old son.

Police, part of beefed-up se-
curity on trains heading to
Rome before the match. broke
up the attack, handcufling the
seven English fans and ng
them to Rome for booking when
the train pulled into the capital.

The Ntalians were treated at
the terminal's first-aid station
for head wounds, the Italian
news agency ANSA reported.
Two police officers were
slightly inllura.i.

Police in Rome reported 21
arrests in the streets of the capi-
tal in various incidents in the
early hours of Saturday for vio-
lence and resisting police offi-
cers.

Ten of those arrests came
near Rome's main Termini Sta-
tion when police broke ur a
fight that when four Ital-
lans passed a group of En-
glish fans who were drinking
and si . ANSA said.

Police reported breaking up
an illegal betting ring in Rome
that had taken in hundreds of
thousands of dollars werth of
illegal bets on the match. Two
italians were detained for that
action and released on their
OWT] reco ce.

English fans started pouring
into the city Friday.

The bulk of the record 10,000
Enﬁah fans were expected to

pe thro ut Saturday and
be éscorted by police directly to
Olympic stadium.

[ 5 [
| a second day's
l proceedings star-
' ' ted at the Rawal-
| pindi Club gro-
- = = unds experts pre-
dicted an early demise for Pak-
istan who were in dire straits.
With South Africa's speed
quartet in full fury it was only
natural the Pakistan tail, con-
sisting of Azhar, Sagqlain,
Waqar and Mushtaq will not
wag. A target of 250 was all that
could be achieved by the spe-
cialist bowlers against the
South Africans — at least that
was the prediction from the
commentators.

But Boycott has always been
right in his observation
"Cricket is a 'foony' game. The
best of the four home players,
Saqglain Mushtaq went for a
'duck’. That heralded the ar-
rival of Waqar Younis whose
previous highest being 34 in a
Test match. Cronje could see the
end of the line through the cor-
ners of his eyes.

At the other end of the 22
yards stood a 22-year-old local
colt plairlng his first Test match
primarily as an opening bowler
in the absence of the mighty
Wasim Akram. Azhar Mah-
mood was not actually a rabbit;
only the other day he batted
brilliantly against India at La-
hore and also bowled extremely
well picking up three vital
wickets in Pakistan's victory in .
the one-day series. That was his
passport to the Test. Azhar
Mahmood happened to be the
64th cricketer to have scored a
century on debut in a Test.
Along with Ali Naqvi who
scored his debut ton the previ-
ous day, he had created a crick-
eting history which was by now
known to all cricket buffs
around the world.

- In the recent generous over-
doses of ODIs between India and
Sri Lanka and then between
Pakistan and India in which
the 'Cold’ Sahara Cup also fea-
tured. we had aimost forgotten
the form and image of classical
cricket. We had more been busy
with the end result, not with the
means. The sheer force and un-
orthodox nature of the strokes
of the instant cricket had its
strong points no doubt but had
robbed the game of its grace and
aesthetics. As such a Test match
once in a while is a welcome

Tawfiq Aziz Khan

change and deviation from the
ordinary
as 'innovation’ in modern-day

cricketing ar%un. It had been a
wonderful s

and mundane known

ght as leng as
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AZHAR MAHMOOD

Naqvi was at the crease. H:s
batting was as erect as his
stance and this had a soothing
effect on the eyes of the he
holder. These days a straight-
bat to the bowler was almost &
dying art. Naqvi deserved ali
credit for his excellent innings.

But coming down at number

8 in a difficult situation for his

team Azhar Mahmood set an
example for all vouny crick-
eters to learm what concentra-

tion, determination. humility
and a straight bat could do. He

had all the temperament of an

opening batsman. showed that

he possessed a pair of discern-
ing eves. could select the bad de-
liveries for strokes and had the
confidence and ability te guide
his more illustrious and senior
teammates. Both Wagar and
Mushtag not only flourished

with the bat — Mushtaq had his

Che Dhrily Star 11

Unconquered hero

naine in the record books as a
batsman completing his first
half century in Test cricket and
also equalling the last-wicket
world-record partnership in a
difficult situation and also

nst a mighty bowling attack
of the South Africans.

Long ago | heard the com-
mentators describing the bat-
ting of Deepak Sodhan at the
Eden Gardens against Pakistan
in December 1952 over the ra-
dio. Those days one had to de-
pend on Radio only in the ab-
sence of direct telecast. I dis-
tinctly remnember when Sodhan
came to the crease the Indians
were in a good position and
Pakistan's limited attack was
tired. Moreover Sodhan, being a
l«ft-hander, had the advantage
over the bowlers who found it
difficult to bowl Lo a good line.
Sodhan hammered the bowling
and got his hundred on debut.
Unfertunately, he was never
heard of anymore. Mahmood
scored his unbeaten ton at a
more difficult situation and
against a more powerful oppo-
nent. He came back with the
ball claimed the o%pusing cap-
tain Cronje as his first Test vie-
tim and then picked up the im-

ortant wickel of Shaun Pol-
ock.

Anri once again he had to
hold the helm of the sinking
Pakiztani boat firmly and re-
mains! unheaten with a half-
century., In fact this medium-
buili “oungman remained un-
cong:* 'red by the mighty South
Afric . ns.

Chrarles Bannerman, the il
lustrico:s Australian scored the
first ==t hundred 1n the firs
ever " os' played beiween Aus-
tralia »::d England in 1876-77
at Me'_osurne and remained
unbeatr on 163. Incidentally
this was Baunerman's only cen-
turv in Test matches. Unfortu-
nately he playec oniy 3 Tests
and [inished with an average of
TS M

Only ¢ =1 vear Mebammad
Wasim scored a debut ton and
since thenr b~ had been in the

oldrums The lndian Praveen
SIITE SCOL . L centary on dehnt
~gaitist Boe ' Adnca o Soi
drica. He tow bad a very indif
Corent fomin g L ST R

ie g -
: 5 _ﬂu.r_;i:...-f Mahmood will
1 izr 2 long time e
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Europe

PARIS, Oct ;
Ten-man England
scored a 1-0 vic-
tory over [taly in
Rieti in Friday
night's European
U-21 Cham 'mnship ualifier
when Kieron' Dyer 'séalrg 4 madg-
nificent sonal performance
with the late goal, reports AFP,

It was a remarkable finish

 ———

11

after the unbeaten visitors had
Wimbledon defender Ben

Thatcher sent off after just

half-an-hour and the win -
abled England to fimish six

points clear of second placed
Georgia in Group Twon. lialy
were seven points behind.

Thatcher was controver-

sially shown the red card when
he clashed with Francessco

o

Italian police for attacking an
a train in Rome on Saturday.

| po e v S e e s e S .

« An unidentified English ar fan is arrestd by the .

Italian man and his son on
— AP/UNB photo

an U-21 roundup

‘otti. The England camp later
claimed that the Ttalian had
taken a deliberate dive,

ipswich striker Dyer setted
things with two minutes left to
nlay when he dellected Darren
Eadie’'s left-wang cross inte the
~f of thenet., -

The alleged olfence was sig-
nalled by the German linesman
and referee Hans Weber sent the
distraught and disbelieving
young dons defender off.

In Group Eight, a brave sec-
ond-half tightback was not
enough to rescue the Republic of
[reland’'s new look side from a
2-0 defeat against visiting Ro-
mania.

Wales, their side packed full
of teenagers, finally cracked
with just 12 minutes to go
against Belgium away in
Mouscron.

A superb defensive display
ended when Brugge striker
Nordin Jbari finally found a
way past the excellent Black-
burn youngster Tony Williams.

A head butt by Latvian
keeper Aleksanders Kilinko
briefly sparked their Scottish
counterparts into life but the
visitors were still too alrnnﬁ
with 10 men in a match of hig
incident at Livingston.

It proved a tale of two keep-
ers at the Almondvale Stadium
with Queen of the South's 19-
year-old David Mathieson en-
during a painful afternoon with
a degree of blame for each of
Latvia's four goals.

Michael Craig, nephew of
Scots' coach Tommy, was the
victim of Kilinko's moment of
madness which reduced the vis-
itors to 10 men while leading 2-
0.

Craig was forced off injured
in the incident but, as it oc-
curred in the area, referee Milan
Mitrovic awarded a penalty
converted by Dundee's lain An-
derson after 32 minutes.

And it was Craig's replace-
ment, substitute David Graham
of rangers. who levelled the
scores after 44 minutes with a
close range effort.
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