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Tourism

Our tourism development angle ought to be
making Bangladesh into a preferred destination or
natural retreat for foreign travellers rather than
their incidental stop-over which she presently is,
by and large. From Calcutta in neighbouring India
to Dhaka, the capital of another country, it is a
short haul and the air dash to Yangon or Bangkok
though not as short a hop is not longish either.
The implication is that those who came to neigh-
bouring India or planned using the Bangladesh
bridgehead to East Asia could do it at not much of
an extra cost, but their sojourn in Bangladesh and
travelling to and from her tourist spots will have to
be worth the money they spend at the standard
tariff rates. In other words, unless they have basi-
cally pictured Bangladesh as a tourist destination
worthy of exploring on its own merit and attraction,
they will not simply take the trouble of visiting the
country. S

Furthermore, what is claimed in government
tourist literature by way of services offered is
sought to be confirmed by the overseas travellers
through independent writings and travelogues on
the region and words of month of people who have
been to the country beforehand. Hence reputation
is of considerable importance built over the years
by nurture. How do we fare there? Biman, the na-
tional carrier, is neither a ticketing nor a punctual-
ity idealist, its in-flight service having been good,
bad., indifferent all rolled into one. Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation (BPC), the organisation for
promotion and development of tourism in the
country, has nor acquired a reputation for effi-
ciency comparable with that of their counterparts
in South Asia. The gap in its performance is, to
large extent, the outcome of the under-developed
state of our general infrastructure of which tourist
infrastructure is usually an extension.

This is where the private sector tourist develop-
ers come in. But while successive governments
have failed to look beyond the walls of BPC, they
have not been able to extract much from it either.
Fund constraints have dogged its steps much the
same way that a befuddled management produced
half-baked results. A massive private sector in-
volvement, if necessary on a collaborative basis
with interested private entrepreneurs from select
countries, holds the answer for a rapid growth of
tourism industry in the country.

The basic statistics of tourist arrivals from 1994
to 1996 are an eye opener to the slow pace at
which we are moving in this vital income-genera-
tion area. From 1,40,122 in 1994, the figure rose
by only 20 thousand last year — standing at
1,60,000.

The future of tourism in Bangladesh can neither
be secure nor bright so long as we fail to have an
ever larger number of local people flock to the
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appy Vijaya

The Bengali mind preponderantly sees in the
Pooja the coming back of the darling of the house
for a short stay from her husband's forbidding
abode in far Kailas. All other concepts of Durga —
called the Devi everywhere else in the subcontinent
— are mental, cultural and historical constructs
that appeal far less to the minds of a race peopling

for millennia this plane between the seas and the
mountains. The homely Bengalees and their family

values.

There is however far more in the Durga concep-
tion of the Devi — the mother principle — than
merely a loving daughter. For one thing Durga
symbolises the victory of light over the forces of
darkness. And the slayer Durga is at the same time
a paragon of beauty and only as her other terrible
manifestation of Kali she is raw power. Only in en-
lightenment lies man's prosperity and Durga is the
giver of so much and so many as spelt out in the
prayer: Dehi devi saubhagyam-arogyam, dehi
param sukham/Roopan dehi jayang dehi yasho
dehi dvishojahi.

It is the festival of festivals for all of this subcon-
tinent. It never was much of communal or denomi-
national occasion and over the years it has tended
to be less and less of a worship than a concourse
joined for rejoicing and lined by sheer bonhomie, |

We wish our readers a Happy Vijaya.

Step Back from Rivalry

Since India and Pakistan are keen on resolving
their disputes bilaterally without any third party
intercession, they should be wary of any inconge-
niality developing in their working relations not to
make it happen. Unfortunately, closely on the heels
of the Indo-Pak Prime Ministers' meeting in New
York on the sideline of the UNGA session, India |
and Pakistan have expelled each other's visa offi-
cers accusing them of spying, a ruse that has be- |
come the trade-mark of their arch-rivalry. Only six
weeks ago, New Delhi and Islamabad had expelled
two stalf members of their embassies apparently in
a backdrop of wordy ballistics traded by each
other. Even the fact that official antenna on both
sides has been catching positive signals all the
time for the secretaries’' level talks to be a continu-
ing process could not quite stave off such an odd
exchange of salvos. Their this many-shaded diplo-
macy resulting from a dogged pursuit of rivalry
which has become obsolete in modern interna-
tional parlance — Germany and Britain and France
and Britain being the cases in point — confuses
the SAARC-lovers to a point of utter bewilderment.
We fully endorse British Queen Elizabeth's obser-
vations at the Pakistan Parliament on the occasion
of the fifty years of independence of the subconti-
nent to the effect that removal of 'barriers' between
the two arch-rivals would open up great develop-
ment opportunities. Not only wnulg they be the
beneficiaries of disengagement, the entire SAARC
region will find itself firmly set on a development
path free from the expensive distractions of South
Asian armoury contests.

Call it a non-aggression pact, scaling down of
armies or disengagement of forces, none of these
can be a reality, far less a durable one, unless the
disputes over the divided territory of Kashmir, oc-
cupation of a Himalayan glacier and demarcation
of the boundary are addressed in an accommoda-
tive spirit. Let the first step in that direction be
taken by an early formation of the working commit-
tees for each of these contentious problems. |
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- Some Reflections on Rural Credit

The government should never assume the role of typical Mohqgjan by charging exorbitant rates of interest on

HERE are three sources of
I rural credit in
Bangladesh: institutional
(eg. Banks),. quasi institutional
(eg, Grameen Bank/NGOs) and
non-institutional (eg.
Mohajans, land owners etc).
They vary in terms of the
amount of credit that they
luPpIy. rate interest, nature of
collateral requiremgnts and
supervision. But an (nvestiga-
tion into their operations tend
to reveal interesting results
which, could be of interest to
readers and policy markers. We
draw upon household level data

tedbyas conducted
5 the Centre for

uman Re-
sources Development, Ja-
hangirnagar University. The
su was done in 1995 and
covered 425 households of 22
districts.

In the sample areas, 56 per
cent of households (HHs) in-
formed that they took loan in
the year preceding the su :

The recipient households

be categorised into three groups:

"very " HHs (owning less
than J.bﬂ acres of land), ‘ o5

small farm HHs (owning
2.0 acres) and "not
(having more than
land). The proportion of credit
reci ts of three ps were
59 per cent, 58 per cent and 48
per cent r . The aver-

size of loan stood at

5853, Tk 8476 and Tk
13,207 respectively. If we com-

P acres of

borrowed money, nor should it assume the role of a philanthropist to give away credit at free of cost. The solu-
tion lies in between.

pare the average size with that rived 52 per cent of the total different kets to pour loan tenance. The "poor” group ap-
of in 1980s, allowing for credit from friends and rela- money mﬁﬁm tl')eyq:nd vary pears to be mE?: ha?:;mgd IiJn
inflation, we witness a negative  tives followed by 30 per cent  according to the financial sta- terms of sources of spending.
real growth. from banks and 13 per cent  tus of sample HHs. For exampie, P cihier htorss Strcae

From where the loan money from Huhnllml. the major portion of the loan g need Haa st ik
came? It could be gleaned that It thus lollows that (a) gov-  money of "very poor” HHs seem ;-2 "0 T 200, T 18- a¢
urlt-llyahuut 15 cent of sample ernment institutions still ac- are of credit going to business
HHs received loans from insti- count for a n ble propor- and trade is almul st same (15-17
tutional sources. This is not tion of rural credit supply; (b Ell:x:nhuidu i‘m;cy;]nfﬂtﬂ:g soabids

much different from 12 per cent
observed in the eighties. In
terms of the total loan delivered
by all the sources, institutional
sources accounted for 21 per
cent. At level, the
“very received only
4 per cent of

quirement from inltitulténnal
sources as compared to

cent and 30 per cent ru::ivufg'
the "poor” and the "not poor

groups res vely. The poor
group met per cent of their
credit needs from Grameen

Bank and other NGO sources.
One-fourth of their credit re-
quirements were also supplied
a; friends and relatives. Village
ohajans contributed to about
lﬂrwcmtu{their credit avail-
ability.

The "poor” group of HHs met
36 per cent [rom friends and
relatives, 20 i:n.-r cent from Mo-
hajans and 13 per cent each
from banks and BRDB/Samity.
The "not poor” group of HHs de-

heir total re-

government institutions do
very little to ease credit con-

straints faced by the "very poor”
and the "poor” HHs: [c) over
four-fifths of rural credit origi-
nate from non-government in-

stitutions; (d) Bank
and other NGOs tend to help the
vum poor and the sections
wi

credit; and (e vﬂlnge Mo-
hajans still appear as "neces-

kmt evils” in rural credit mar-
et.

Few points are worth men-
tioning here about the utilisa-
tions of credit money. There are

big slice (12 per cent)
cial ceremonies. But they

goes to so-
also
seem to stipulate 19 per cent on
account of input hase, live-
stock and cattle rearing and
capital formation in agricul-
ture. The "not poor” group of
HHs tend to spend the largest
proportion (24 per cent) on ac-
count of fined capital forma-
tion. followed by business and
trade (17 per cent), health and
education (10 per cent), and
house construction and main-
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arTying
out these activities in rural ar-

Second, the proportion of
credit used for the pur-
pose of purchasing agricultural
inputs is 8-9 per cent by both
“very poor” and "not poor” HHs
although "poor" small-farm
HHs spend 12 per cent. This

p also seems to spend the
east in ceremonies compared
to the other two groups, and
spends the most in live-
stock /poultry. Thus in terms of
utilisation of loan-funds. the
small-farrn HHs ("poor” HHs)
seem to perform better than
other groups. In terms of capital
formation through credit utili-
;al_t[i!nn. the bcr or small-farm

seem to be at par (spendi
53 per cent) with tﬂc "not I:'%
HHs. And third. none of the
groups seem to deploy their
credit money in pursuit of in-
dustrial activities in the rural
areas.
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The above-mentioned find-
inFs seemningly lead us to the
following policy conclusions.
The "very poor” and the "poor”
groups of HHs should be given
more access to institutional
credit, and the coverage of insti-
tutional credit should be
stretched further by initiating
certain policy changes. First,
the institutions should charge a
"neither profit nor loss" level of
price of capital. The govern-
ment should never assume the
role of typical Mohajan by
charging exorbitant rates of in-
terest on borrowed money, nor
should it assume the role of a
philanthropist to give away
credit at free of cost. The solu-
tion lies in between. Charge a

rice at least at par with the

GOs. The present subsidised
credit only helps the "not poor”
group of HHs at the cost of the
?E}l;"y poor and poor groups of
HHs. Second, we can think of
doing away with collateral re-
quirements and introduce
credit cards. The local ern-
ment institutions should be in-
volved in the process. Third.
NGOs should be encouraged to
expand their operations at the
grassroots levels. And fourth,
since about one-third of the
credit is utilised for undertak-
ing agricultural and live-
stock /poultry practices, special
arrangements should be made
to channel credit for kind lives
of activities.

Time to Put Princess Diana and Mother Teresa's
Deaths in Perspective

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

Hmmrm;&dhﬁimﬂimaam!ﬂdha‘Tm'ldmthlm&dnh about ourselves. That we fall for the
phyucalmnpmm_ ofbeaulymthﬂthmlpwm That we favour glamour over substance,
over facts.

Teresa's work. However. ever

since she won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1979, a question
has been n me. Mother
Teresa was not born in E .
would she have drawn as much
attention? If all of Mother
Teresa's good works were
carried out by Sister Nirmala,
would the Sister have been as
amply rewarded as the Mother?
European missionary-
physician Albert Schweitzer
won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1960 for his humanitarian
work deep inside Africa. West-
ern Press pleads collective am-
nesia when confronted with the
fact that Schweitzer's primary
mission was to convert the
African animists to Christian-
ity. The western inclination is
to reward one of their own for
asﬂisu? the natives. When na-
tives help natives, that does not
El.:ﬁlu awards. Hope-

Y.

Ihaw: always admired Mother

or an
urnus

hai (Dr. Moham-

- t%urig‘tﬂ attractions side by side with travellers from | :?:;I‘ Yunus.] will be an excep-
TR £ 3o PRige] f 1o

the
shed

ana's death. Especial
British. Aggrieved, they

out at anyone, everyone. The
first target of their wrath was

the paparazzi. Since paparazzi

i of
Amnesty International, | would
like to call your attention on
the tragic case of Seema

As a member

Chowdhury who, after being
raped by fuurF]:nHecnmn. died in
custody on February 7, 1997
while her alleged rapists were
acquitted for weak evidence
against them.

If we welcome the statement
made by the government that
custodial rape and sexual abuse
are not to be tolerated, Seema's
and other women's cases clearly
show that such assurances
haven't been implemented in

I inform you that we have
asked the Government of
B h to carry out a thor-
o investigation about the
difierent failures which led to
Seema’s rape and death and to
bring to justice the people who
were responsible for her rape
but also for all the negligences
leading to her death.

More generally, we have de-
nounced the practice of "safe
custody”, the refusal by the
‘l:.l of any access to Seema

er family, f{riends an
lawyers, and the fact that wom-
en's rights are not teed in
custody: therefore police sta-
tions should be visited by inde-
pendent bodies and female staff
should always be present when
‘women detainees are interro-

gated.

Mr G Rozuel
55 rue Abel

33210 Langon

France

ues

Saturday banking

Sir, Consequent upon the re-
peated requests from the busi-
nessmen, the authority in a re-
cent move has decided to allow
the commercial banks of the
country to keep open a few of
their branches at the 1m£ortant
places on Saturday. brief
news on the subject appeared in
the national dailies on 18.9.97
also discloses that, such deci-
sion have been taken by the
authority concerned for the
convenience of the different
business communities, who
would be able to do their trans-
action even on a weekly holi-

'i‘hough the step was wel-
comed by the business le,
but at the same time, also has

given birth to several questions
and confusions. It is being un-

:l:rlntnaod from an Ad a in
e ven a private com-
mercial gnnk t, out of its to-

tal 56 branches, only 8 bran-
ches would remain open on
Saturday. Underltlndnhlf.
banking on Saturday would
confined to cash receipts and
withdrawal only. In other

| m be- ' ,.ﬂl;"i
il popiartosay so e workd as |
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is so impersonal,
could not possibly go afler
Prince Charles because of his
EUiEk trip across the English
hannel to fetch Diana's body.
they went after the Queen next.
The "cold” Queen was dragged
mk to London from Scotland
forced to an unprece-
dented ]H%m’i
sing : ro-
ﬂcmul and precedence to pthr.
wind, the public forced the
to fly the Union Jack at
half mast at the Bu am
Palace. At Diana's Di-
ana's brother, Earl frpéncer,
represen William Har-
rys "hloc':ﬁ]ﬁ'amuy (read “real
f; _took the Royal family
to . It was all in such poor
taste! (A self-professed pa-
parazzi-hater, Earl Spencer,
nevertheless, invited the pa-
parazzi to photograph him
grieving over the grave of his
sister!)

and they

Th were not much better
on Lthe other side of the Atlantic.
President Clinton. vacationing

in Martha's Vineyard was

itching to attend Diana's
funeral. Stupid protocol stood
in the way. Hard to i ne

that Diana was not a head ol the
state! Hillary went instead. If
President Clinton was eager to
attend Mother Teresa's funeral
:n Calcutta, | did not hear about
L.

American newspapers and
azine, too, lost their sense

of balance. Put Diana on
the cover after her th is un-
derstandable. However, putting

P ain on the cayer the
fol uw{%g mok mn' nu‘%
Mother Teresa had died in the
meantime, is nothing
scandalous! TIME m
did it. so did NEWSWE

azine
! The

following week, TIME maga-
zine proudly stated that since
all copies of Diana's memorial
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normal important banking
services and activities like

, transfer, payment of
utility

ills, opening of import
L/Cs. n

export
etc., would not take place on

Saturday that usually offered
a bank to its clients on rest

try other
than the capital and main cities
be deprived from the
given facility and service. As
e theiquued wm.}ld

no serve the purpose of a
mhﬁt:mn or a customer as a

Md Muhibbul Abrar Choudhury
Chittagong

Family planning
problems

Sir, In the famil

planing
department medica

officers

(family welfare) and medical of<"

ficers (maternal child health
and family planning) have
similar MBBS degree except
MOs (MCH-FP) who have a fort-
night-long sterilisation train-
ing. The MOs (FW) can have this
training also.

In a district only two or
three MOs (MCH-FP) are work-

ing. So the t of MO (MCH-FP)
in l'tlun of thanas is va-
cant.

As a result, a) employees at
the thana level are rived of
monthly training baag on 'ma-
ternal child healthcare and
family planning'; b) mothers
and children are deprived of
treatment; c) no clinical staff
who can refer patients with
complications; |:l§l clinical staff
fails to select appropriate
method of contraception and
patients receive hormone ther-
apy (pill, injectables etc) hap-
hazardly; and e) they receive
hormone therapy which is not
alwl_ai)rs suitable for them.

ow pathetic scenery it is!
So my fervent request to higher
authority concern to consider
the matter in a priority basis.

Dr Md M R Khan

Plight of the dwellers

Sir, Most of the house-own-
ers of Uttara are rich no doubt,
but some of them do not have
the minimum sense of health
and hy . The riumber one

problem is that of drainage
system in Uttara. The number

two is that of carelessness of the

———

‘words, it implies that other

dwellers Iivinﬁ in this locality.
And the third one is that of
and human wastes that
create an impression of un-
wholesome | e-ﬁottera of the
educated people living here.
Most of the housewives
throw out polythene bags of
household wastes here and
there by ﬂv;hrtu: of ha the
property-rights. As a result, the
conscious men and women ob-
ject to this practice, but their
voice is feeble. In view of this
situation the DCC authorities

should take up immediate
to put an to the following
problems.

a) Drainage system to be
built soon. b) G disposal
in time, c) Fines to be imposed
in case of defaulters if detected
for violation of the rules of
health and hygiene and d) Mo-
bile vigilance team to inspect
t}t area every week without no-
lice.

Abul Ashraf Noor
House #9, Road #4
Sector #5

Uttara, Dhaka

Netanyahu, a barrier

to ME peace
Sir, It seems that the key to
re-open the door to ME peace
process is in the darkest pocket
of Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is-
raeli Prime Minister. {{c ml:a p-clr+
rating a rep me in
ront o peacm people
around the world by doing uni-
lateral and provocative expan-

sion of settlements, land con-
fiscations, demolitions and so

on in the disputed areas of the

West Bank. We could easily re-
alise that only Israel stops its
illegal settlements, the ME
peace process can improve

again.

But, violating the Oslo ac-
cord and showing thumb to the
request — 'to stop settlement
building in Palestinian territo-
ries' — of Madeleine Albright,
Netanyahu had announced that
they could not freeze settle-
ments, just as one cannot freeze

life.
Arafat has proved himself as
a peace-loving person by

A

commitment to Albri
want to retreat that the Pales-
tinian authority will meet all
its responsibilities, and I hope
the Israeli government will do
the same ... | say enough vio-
lence. This is time for peace.”

So, obviously, it is Ne-
tanyahu who has imprisoned
the white pigeon of peace in
Middle East. Would he let it
free?

Md Rijtk Miah

Jnhnnﬂrm! University
Savar, D

ihﬂﬂﬂf:.

; does that compare wit

' poor?‘ Piana‘ herself on

issue [second cover) had sold
out, more copies are being
[)rlnled to satisfy the public
iunger. Therein lies the an-
swer. Diana's pretty face on the
cover sells millions of more
copies than Mother Teresa's
holy demeanor!
hat had Diana actually
done, save some symbolic aFv
arances at charities, with
omeless people, AIDS
and at mine fields? Her -
sonal life, with several nutnﬂ.::r-
the- romances, such as
with Dodi Fayed and Pakistan-
born phg:icinn. Hasnat left
much to be desired; it certainly

was not worth emula

tients

ow
other

Terese's tdtlnng dﬂb(hya“ﬂi:je

that other members of the
Royal family, especially
Princess Margaret, Princess
Anne and Prince Charles had
worked tirelessly for charities
all their lives without ever be-
ing recognized!

Undaunted by inconvenient
facts, the British are clamour-
ing for a national holiday for
Diana — "Diana Day.” There are
no holidays set aside for an in-
dividual in the United King-
dom, save Jesus Christ. They
have made Elton John's second
hand tribute to Diana, "Candle

in the Wind". originally written
for Marilyn Monroe, the single
most sold single ever. They
want Diana canonized. Clearly.
the British tribe has lost ils
head!

The real candidate for can-
onization is not much of a topic
of discussion on either side of
the Atlantic. Just as well.
Mother Teresa existed for the
benefit of the poor. The rich in
the West identified with Diana.
however vicariously. Diana
Bllaycd out their fantasies;

other Teresa did God's bid-
ding. After Diana and Mother
Teresa visited the homeless in

ears after the person's death.
ere has to be a thnmugh in-
vestigation of the person's life.
Did he or she perform any mir-
acle, a requirement, More im-
portant. did the candidate have
any shameful lapse. The person
investigating the saint candi-
date's life is known as the "dev-
il's advocate” (that is the origin
of the expression).

If the candidate successfully
survives the first stage, he or
she is beatified. Beatification
means that Catholics are al-
lowed to pray to him or her for
intercession with God. After a
few more years, the person is
declared a saint. Pope John
Paul Il has canonized more
Catholics than any other Pope
in history.

We hate to see
young, in their
the reasons why President
Kennedy is lioni 80 much is
that he died so young. Since
Mother Teresa had lived a full

ple die
prime. One of

. New York ity r . Diagpa,, life. her passing away was much
- went bnck?t_n]thcr, ll%gﬂ%fq_anlf MIF inderstandable. For the '
our; Mother, Teresa s bagle,, (B ﬂﬂﬁ ty Who have dis- |
mh_e aluéz}b at is h the, . oy Eiod m;:plﬂﬂjr

r other Teresa, s . especi ;
and the rich wallow in sorrow 'he death of someone young.

over Diana.

Someday Mother Teresa will
probably be canonized. How-
ever, canonization (making
someone a saint) usually takes
hundreds of years. Modern
people are so impatient that
they want the process speeded
up! Ours is the usual longing;
unless something happens
during my lifetime, it is not im-
portant. In the Catholic
church, the process of canon-
ization cannot begin until five

makes no sense at all.

How we reactled to Princess
Diana and Mother Teresa's
deaths told a lot about our-
selves. That we fall for the
physical component of beauty
rather than the spiritual. That
we favour glamour over sub-
stance, facade over facts. Hun-
dred years from now, whereas
Princess Diana will be a foot-
note in history, Mother Teresa's
halo will continue to glow ever
brighter!

s

OPINION

"Good News for NGOs and Business People"

It refers to an article titled as
"Good News for NGOs and Busi-
ness People" authored b}y Dr

E

Khandaker Qudrat-I ahi,
blished in The Star on
, 1997. As tive

Director of Credit and Devel-
opment Forum (CDF) (the net-
work of the micro-finance
NGOs in Bangladesh) I feel an
‘urge to contradict certain views
contained in the article.

First of all, 1 would like to
appreciate Dr Elahi for refer-
- to hﬂ: o uyenm: Sh

orks " jointly organised b
the British anum:ﬂ and Credt:{
and Development Forum on

, 1997. In fact, [ do
not know whether he was actu-
ally present at the workshop or

he used mtammdary source in
is article.

preparing I do not
want to argue on the compari-

son he has drawn on the
poverty situation as referred to
the agriculture Census, 1996.
But it seems, he looked at the
NGOs' interventions in poverty
alleviation from a very myopic
point of view and did not study
their thorough achievement in
this re%:rd. think the follow-
ing facts would enable him to

sOIme undumm:%:aout
e contribution of the in

reducing the poverty in

- According to the CDF statis-
tice, 351 NGOs (excludin
Grameen Bank) have organi
more than 6 million members,
who mobilised a total savi
amounti to approximately
Tk 2.4 billion as of December,
1996. Eighty per cent of these
members are women more
than 50 per cent of them have
been provided with credit to en-
e In some economic activi-
. Grameen Bank has organ-
ised nearly 2.2 million mem-
bers as of July. 1997, 95% of
whom are women and generated
an ted savings amount-
ing to Tk 5.96 billion. Grameen
Bank has disbursed an amount
of Tk 80.35 billion to them as
credit up to this period. More-
over, Grameen Bank and these
n:gu-ﬂnrnu NGOs have cre-
a emp to unities
o 100 e
ucated of this country.
The resultant effort of the
Grameen Bank and NGOs
helped to mobilise so far 8 mil-
lion poor to bring about a

irmgheir lot. A tiny coun-

ours is trai with 57
million poverty-stricken peo-
ple suffering from intolerable
pains in terms of hunger, mal-
nutrition, illiteracy and dis-
eases. Various research/studies
have also demonstrated that
the situation of these
targeted poor has improved due
to intervention of Grameen
Bank and other NGOs. In view
of the above ., does Dr Elahi still
think that these were all futile

sector into an industry
taken place in a day. This is a
histo
half -decades’ practice and ex-
perimentation. Not only in the
micro-finance sector, the NGOs
have also demonstrated im-
pressive successes in many
other areas viz., adult educa-
tion, family planning
tion and hygi

Unfortunately
nored all these achievements.

strong
Elahi's statement in that the

has not
of more than two and

¥ mtﬂ.'

ene, disaster
t, afforestation etc.
. Dr Elahi has ig-

| would like to express my
reservations to Dr

efforts and that these did not
eld benefit to the poor, tho
e termed NGOs' micro- t
approach as merely a
"painkiller”.

The point he probably mis-
understood is that the NGOs’
attainment towards poverty al-
leviation in Bangladesh and
those in other countries of
world makes a big difference.
The commendable achievement
made by Grameen Bank and
some NGOs in adesh is
now known worldwide due to
more of its innovative ap-
proach than on any other
count. Everyday, practitioners
from various parts of the world
are c into adesh to
learn more about the micro
finance practices.

Such huge involvement of
the NGOs turned the sector into
an industry and the govern-
ment of Bangladesh is consider-
h’}F to integrate NOGs in their
effort towards poverty allevia-
tion. There is no denying the
fact that there are both positive
and negative criticisms. The
positive critics have been ap-

auding the wider and

ringing in the success stories,
while the negative critics are
citing examples of exploita-
tions, charging higher interest
rates. fraudulent cases of NGOs
etc. | think Dr Elahi would
agree with me that the overall
development is a long and
complex process and hence crit-
icisms are always welcome for
further improvement. The
NGOs have been practising a
process for improvement for
which they undoubtedly need
criticism and inputs from peo-
ple like you and also from the
grassroots level. Mentionably,
turning this micro-finance

NGO leaders prophesied NGOs
as governments in waiting” or
future private sector in waiting.
Notably, the workshop was or-
ganised in connection with a
study tour by the East African
MFIs leaders to Bangladesh.
And it was titled as "Experience
Sharing W " for sharing
of rience of practices in
Bangladesh and East Africa.
Candidly . none of the
participants gave any such no-
tion nor discussed any points
similar to his statements. For
better comprehension, he is

kindly requested to go
the news coverage on ﬂm

shop in different dailies of the
followi day i.e, The Daily
Stat, I t. The Finan-
cial Expresses, The

Times, The Banglabazar

efc.
Dr Elahi has advocated to
treat the NGOs' microcredit ap-
proach as a "painkiller and not

as a major cure’, | would like to
raise a question to Dr Elahi

whether countries like Bolivia.

Kenya. India. Indonesia,
Lesotho, Nepal Nigeria, Pak-
istan, Philippines, Vietnam,

Zimbabwe K USA etc. are pursu-
ing wrong microcredit policies
as transpired from his asser-
tions. Are the governments of
these countries then to
bring in these concepts/
practices just as painkiller as a
means of eradicating poverty
from their countries? these
countries are massively
adopting or replicating either
Grameen or other approaches
as a toll to alleviate poverty. So
| tend to advise Dr Elahi to
come up with some antibiotics
for major cure of our rural
pnvr:t&cul course without any
sicle is.

e




