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All 113 BNP MPs
to be 1n JS
standing bodies,

says Tofael
Star Report
to

All the 113 MPs belonglrg
the major opposition party BNP
will accommodated in par-
liamentary standing commil-
lees.

This was said by Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed while talking to news-
men at Awami League central
office yesterday evening.

"We will accommodate three
to four BNP lawmakers in each
10-member committee. I hope
BNP will come ?nd join the
coming session o iament,”
the A?.g stalwart salci)ar

The Jatiya Sangsad is
scheduled to go into winter ses-
sion on November 2. The previ-
ous session was pro ed on
September 4, with BNP continu-
ing its abstention from attend-
ing it.

About BNF's current agita-

See Page 12 Col 8

Kenya beat
Bangladesh

Sports Reporter
swallowed a
huge 150-run defeat to hosts
in the ina match
o ot 1 o
Cup at G a Club in
Nairobi yesterday.
Chasin a mammoth
of 347 in 50 overs,
Bangladesh could reach 197 for
nine in 43.3 overs. An injury
restricted number eleven Saiful
Islam from batting.
Athar Ali, the tal-
all-rounder, stood tall
the ruins by batting

quite sensibly to score 61 before
ca
B

B

t and bowled off-
ruﬂlf Karim. Bgdcu
v ce-caJ:taln Aminul Islam
scored 37 and lower order Hasi-
bul Hossain collected 21.
Karim. the Kenya captain
and the mank behind
‘s . capt
B S e
10 over spell while Steve Tikolo
took two wickets conceding 31
runs in six overs.
See Page 12 Col 8

Extortionists beat

Jp.engineer inGity i .;ir'i"

By Staff Correspondent

Extortignists, being refused.
toll, seriously beat up an :ngl-
neer in presence of about 25
people at a construction site in
the city and left the place firing
shots.

The incident took place at
Zeal Orchid, the fag:a] ni':un
apartment project o -
ciates Ltd .ﬂ'm Moghbazar on
Thursday afternoon, police said
yesterday.

An FIR filed by Zeal Associ-
ates with Ramna thana alleged
that the extortionists had ear-
{l;:l' demanded five lakh taka

At about 5 pm on Thursday,
nine armed youn came in
three lt:.ll]t:-rlt: shaws, de- |
manded money from engi-
neer Fani Bhusan, and re-
fused, htlhhnunthcheadwﬂhlﬁ
a pistol. They threatened to
him #f construction work con-
tinued without g? of the
toll money, the said. Later
Bhusan was taken to a clinic for
trmt. police said.

were named
in the They are Utpal,

Faisal and Tanvir. Police sus-
pected that the attackers were
youngsters of Ramna thana
area.

However, none was arrested
till last

in this connection

night.
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11 killed in Jessore

At least eleven people were
killed and over fifty injured
when an express train. al-
legedly ignoring signals,
rammed a stone-laden Ireight
train at Singair Station, twelve
miles off Jessore town yester-
day morning.

Police recovered mangled
bodies from a twisted carriage
of the Rocket Express train
which derailed with the engine
in the accident, our correspon-

{ dent reported from Jessore.

The train was on its way to
Parbatipur from Khulna. The
injured were rushed to hospi-

s in Jessore and Khulna,
where at least 22 were admitted
with serious wounds.

Witnesses said, the Rocket
crashed on the engine of the sta-

By Staff Correspondent

tion freight train loaded
with boulders for cement facto-
ries in Khulna region at 10-40
am. reportedly ignoring red
flags. raised to warm against
danger as some wagons of the
goods train had derailed on the
same track earlier.

The driver of the Rocket fled
the scene immediately after the
accident.

The district administration
organised the initial rescue o
eration which was beefed up by
the arrival of a relief train at 1-
45 pm from Khulna. Rescuers
initially retrieved eight bodies
and later pried open the car-
riage and recovered three bod-
ies, including that of a child.

The bodies were sent to Jes-
sore General Hospital for au-

train accident

topsy. So far, only three bodies
were identified. ose are of
Billal Hossain, 25, Habib, 22,
and Jahan Ara, 35 of Noapara
under Abhoyanagar thana in
Jessore.

Of the injured -admitted to
Jessore General Hospital, iden-
tities of 18 were available. Th
are Abdus Sattar, 38. Akma
Hossain, 40, Fazar Ali, 37,
Ramjan, 40, Altaf Hossain, 20,
Khokan, 22, Abul, 18, Zulfiqar,
40, Chanchal, 20, Abul Hossain,
22, Haider, 38, Habibullah 35,
Kamla, 34, Ukil Gazi, 45, Abul
Kashem, 50, Hasnat, 37, Taleb,
40 and Shahjahan, 25, accord-
ing to hospital sources. -

The accident disrupted rail
communication between Jes-
See Page 12 Col 2
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UN pays $3.3m '
more to
Bangladeshi

peacekeepers

Bangladesh has been paid a
further amount of 3.3 million
US dollar for the services ren-
dered by its troops to the United
Nations Iraqg-Kuwait Observer
Mission (UNIKOM) and the UN
Observer Mission in Angola
(MONUA), reports UNB.

This has come about because
of regular and persistent efforts
made I:r?v Bangladesh at the
United Nations, according to a
message received in Dhaka
from New York.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, during a meeting
last week reminded UN secre-
tary general Kofi Annan about
the request made in Oc-
tober last year by Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina to the then
secretary-general for urgent

ayment of UN dues to
adesh.
See Page 12 Col 7
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E_anglad_gsh-M_yanm_a_r border

Jt demarcation work
postponed fearing
mine explosion

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Oct 10: The

_E:int demarcation work along

angladesh-Myanmar border
has been postponed fearing
possible mine explosion in the
areas, official sources said to-
day.
The joint border survey was
postponed by Bangladesh bor-
der security force on Tuesday

| last, six days after it was

started, the sources said.

Of the 208 kilometer land
border between the two coun-
tries, a stretch of 20 kilometers
from Rejupara point to Lem-
buchhari are risky as mines
remained planted there.

In the past many incidents

of mine explosion took place
there that left some people
killed and some others injured.
Another mine exploded near
Lembuchhari last night at 8 pm.
No casualty was however re-
ported, the sources said.

BDR authorities have com-
municated to NASAKA, the
border security force of Myan-
mar, to take measures for clear-
ing the mines under a joint op-
eration. Otherwise, it will not

be possible to carry on the bor- -

der demarcation work.
NASAKA was requested ear-
See Page 12 Col 3
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railway tracks at Kawran Bazaf in the city.

— Star photo

Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge

'Shrinkage responsible
for cracks in structure'

By Staff Correspondent

Some cracks have appeared
in the 'superstructure’ of Ja-
muna Multipu Bridge, now
renamed Banga hu Bridge.

Confirming this, some offi-
cials, however, said there was
no reason to worry about it as
‘corrective steps’ were being
taken.

"We have suggested review of
the design in one or two areas,”
a top expert involved in the pro-

Bijoya Dashami
today -

By Staff Correspondent
ABEE day bf the Dee aes
Durga Puja is being cdebrnteg

L

- _President Shahabuddin

Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh

ann and Leader of the C SpO-
ﬂ?mtcmenmeun e occa-
sion

ject said. "Shrinkage is mainl;.r
responsible for these cracks,”
{1: explained seeking anonymi-
y.

The cracks are mostly 0.25
mm (a quarter of a milimetre)
in width. Some of the cracks,
the expert said, will have to be
'fixed while the others will dis-
appear automatically,' officials
sources said.

Asked about this, Minister
for Communications Anwar
Hossain Hnn{u did not make
any comment on the ground
that he was not an expert.

Secretary nEil' the Jamuna

urpose Bridge Division
m Muyeed Chowdhury
when contacted over telephone,
refused to talk on the issue.

Meanwhile. the one-going
ninth Milestone Meeting de-

‘cided to lay both metre and

broad rail tracks on the
4 8- 1 bridge that will
conneet the north western and

~‘edstern regions of the country.
- Constructten of the e..

which may eventually cost one
billion US dollars due to cost
See Page 12 Col 1

Govt c oﬁﬁdering clampdown

on unruly trade unionists

The ment is consider-

on unruly

Inci-

dents, which have shut down
indultrl:'lf u:]!ttl and caused an
erosion repreneurs’ con-
fidence.

Invoking “economic inter-
ests”, the authorities are also
talking of a ban on strikes and
lock-outs, where possible. Civil
servants say the nature of the
problems ml:eynnd the gov-
ernment’s r disputes set-
tlement mechanism, calling it
“purely political”.

Several recent incidents that
have hit headlines have high-
lighted involvements of the rul-
ing party-backed trade union
leaders, and, in some cases,

par_gl stalwarts.

e business community
has reacted sharply, and war-
ned that the events will not
only retard industrial growth
but also scare potential fore
investors away when Bangla-
desh is rolling out red carpet for

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

them. '

Their anger and anguish
found expression when some
leading businessmen met
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed and Home
Minister Rafiqul Islam last
week.

“They (the ministdrs) are
very upset, tremendously em-
barrassed.,” one leading busi-
nessman who met them said.
The commerce minister also
made government intentions
clear to his partymen when he
spoke to them at the party office
yesterday.

The a{m‘m bell was rung by
Prime Textiles incidents, no
matter who was at fault despite
the fact that there have been
conflicting claims.

Here the main accused is an
Awami League activist, the
president of the local chapter of
the party’'s labour front to be
precise.

In Tongi, two top Awami
Lcaﬁuc leaders were allc%ﬁdi}r
involved in the violent inci-

dents in Ashraf Textiles du
CBA celections last month,
which led to the closure of the

S aaliak Mastis: MP, the

m-:ue of the Jatiya

League, and ll'lunldrl
chairman Azmatullal, his lel-
low partyman but local rival,

backed two feuding factions.

. For no fault of its own, the

t paid the &

The problem with Tengi
:&wde was that it went beyond

bound of labour laws,

“This has nothing to do with
unfair trade practices on part of
either the management or the
trade union, in ch cases we
:i'li?t a role to p::lly.' a Ilnbour

epartment official says. It was
therefore a matter of the crimi-
nal law enforcers.

In Sonali Bank, reports have
it, powerful CBA officials enjoy
blessings of a top Awami League
leader. They showed,K their
might almost removing the

maverick managing director,
See Page 12 Col 4
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FBCCI hails govt’s
steps to restore
law & order at

Fatullah

The Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) yesterday

tulated the government

for takinf firm measures to
restore law and order at
Fatullah ' in- Narayanganj to
help mills and factories there
resume normal production, re-
ports BSS

"It is an immediate necessity

to bring back normalcy in the
area and ensure safety and se-
curity of the employees of mills
and factories there, es ally
the trouble spots, to them
resume normal . an
FBCCI press release said.

It further said that the gov-
ernment action would not only
re-assure Prime Textile Mills
Ltd and Prime te Mills
Ltd but would a
to all investors at home and
abroad about the government's
determination to maintain
conducive investment climate
in h at any cost.

"It equally pro message
to the local hoodlums who often

See Page 12 Col 3
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ICBL & its activist

File photo: Bri Diana, an active r.nm
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B
igner

for banning the use of landmines, talking to amputees

Jan. 14, 1997,

at the Neves Bendinha

Orthopedic

Workshop on the outskirts of Luanda, Angola.

— AFP/UNB photo

OSLO, Oct 10: The US-based
International Campaign to Ban
Landmines and its coordinator
Jody Williams won the Nobel
Peace Prize today for their work
in pushing for a worldwide ban
of the weapons that kill or
maim some 26,000 people a
year, reports AP,

The choice is certain to in-
crease blic pressure on the
United States to sign a mine-
banning treaty that the ICBL
was instrumental in pushing
through.

‘It is clear that the commit-

tee with this award wishes as it

100 million mines
buried around
the world!

UNDATED, Oct 10: An estl-
mated 100 million anti-per-
sonnel mines are buried around
the world, and the Interna-
tional Red Cross says they kill
or wound 26,000 people each
year, 87 per cent of them civil-
lans, reports AP.

According to the United Na-
tions, these are the 10 countries
with the most land mines still
in place: Afghanistan-9 mil-
lion-10 million; Angola-9 mil-
lion; Iraq-5 million-10 mil-
lion; Kuwait-5 million; Cambo-
dia-4 million-7 million; West-
ern Sahara-1 million-2 mil-
lion; Mozambique-1 million-2
million: Somalia-1 million:
Bosnia-Herzegovina-1 million.
and Croatia-1 million.

win Nobel Peace Prize

says in the citation. to have Lhis
convention gain even broader
support.” sald Francis Sejerst-
edt, chairman of the Norwegian
Nobel Committee that chooses
the winner of the prestigious
prize.

The committee cited
Williams and the ICBL for
starting a "process which in the
space of a lew s changed a
ban on anti-personnel mines
from a vision to a feasible real-
ity.”

ym rize, worth 7.5 million
Swedish kronor (one million
dollar) is to be divided equally
between Williams and the or-
ganisation.

After six years of quietly
working toward a ban on anti-

nnel mines, the campaign

rst into the public conscious-

ness with the August 31 death of

Princess Diana, the cause's
most visible su \

"We have noted that Princess
Diana was one of those who
were engaged in the cause. But
there were very rmany J:lenph:
involved,” Sejerstedt said”

The visibility of the cam-

algn grew even more in
mber, when more than 90
countries drafted a treaty that
would totally ban anti-person-
nel mines. , the United
States has said it would not
sign the treaty, and Russia apd
China did not take part in the
treaty talks.
“We're thrilled that the In-

ternational Campaign to Ban
Landmines has received the
recognition for its work over

See Page 12 Col 3

Govt will be given some

' From Staff Correspondent

more time: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
the Jatiyva Sangsad um
Khaleda Zia said yesterday she
would give "some more time to
the guv:rnmr.nt to correct it-
““‘b ssi the Op

top repression on the Op-
position, don't let loose the ter-
rorists on the streets and re-
frain from undemocratic, anti-
pcoPlc and anti-state activi-
ties”, she asked the t.
blaming it for doing nnthm%
good for the people during its 1
months in :

"Time will come when we
won't be able to stop the people
(from taking to the streets) even
if we sit idle”, the BNP chairper-
son told a discussion meeting at
the auditorium of the Engi-
neers’ Institution in the city,
marking the seventh death an-
niversary of Naziruddin Zehad,
a martyr in the anti-Ershad
movement.

The discussion. organised by
the Zehad Smriti Parishad, was
attended by a large number of
activists of the BNP and its
front organisations.

In an oblique reference to
the Awami e's forming the
overnment with the 'help of
rshad's Jatiya Party’, m
Zia warned that the AL gov-
ernment would also face the

- or his
- leading the people. -

cases

Chief Justice ATM Afzal

yes-
terday reiterated his call to the
sub ordinate judiciary for quick
dispensation of cases with

qualitative justice,
UNB.

“Quick disposal of cases is a
must to ensure rule of law," he
said addressing the conclu
session of the 4th judicial ad-
minisiration training course at
the Old High Court.

The Chief Justice empha-
sised the proper training for
qualitative improvement of .
juril:lges for quick dispensation
and better judgement.

Judicial Administration
Training Institute (JATI) organ-
ised the 21-day training partic-
ipated by 37 subordinate and
assistant judges from across the
country.

The concluding function was
addressed, amun.E;thers. by Dr
Ershadul Bari, Law Commis-
sion Member Justice Naimud-
din Ahmed, Justice AKM Sadek
and JATI Director lkteder
Ahmed with its Director Gen-
eral Justice M Badruzzaman in
the chair,

Addressing the function, a
participant said 50 per cent of
the recruitment of judges to the
Supreme Court should come
from the sub-ordinate judi-

See Page 12 Col 1

Saifur protests
inclusion of his
name in PB
managing council

Former Finance Minister
and BNP lawmaker Saifur
Rahman yesterday expressed
surprise over the inclusion of
his name in the Managin
Council of Privatisation
as reported in various newspa-
pers, reports .

In a protest note, he said no
one had contacted him or taken
permission from him before
including his name in the man- a
aging council of the Board.

"Not even the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party was con-
tacted or rmission taken
from it," Rahman, a mem-
ber of the party's Standing
Committee. = -

He gbserved that using his
name without contacting him
party is néthing but! is-

reports

BIT students clash
with shopowners
in Khulna: 7 hurt

KHULNA, Oct 10: A clash be-
tween a group of Bangladesh
Institute of Technology (BIT)
shopowners at Phulbari near
the BIT campus today left
eleven persons injured, police
said.

At least four shops were
looted d the clash.

Police lob twenty rounds

of tear gas shells to bring the
situation under control.

- The injured ns include
six policemen, three BIT stu-
dents and two shopowners.
They were injured with splin-

same consequence that hap-
pened to JP in the face of peo-

le's movement. "Time is not
ar away when this rmment
won't get any time to flee unless
it gives up autocratic practices.”

She also blamed the AL for | ters of hand bombs, police said.
sharing power and 'allying Se- Police said that the clash
cretly’ with the fallen autocrats | took place after ah altercation

before and after coming to | between a shopowner and some

r. students over playing of carom

The BNP chief once again | and viewing TV programme on
announced that her party was Thursday niFhL

unwilling to go for hartals and Meanwhile, students of BIT

street tations and asked the have been asked not to leave the

government not to force her to campus without prior permis-

such options. si0I6.

m Zia made it clear that
banning street rallies or remov- ’News on rECOvel'y
of explosives

ing the bridge leading to Zia's
from Bogra BNP

mazar were not the issues for
her party to go for agitation.
office motivated’

"Our movement is against the
con on the CHT, move to .
See Page 12 Col 4

218 rape, 44 acid-throwing
incidents in 3 months

By Staff Correspondent

There were 218 incidents of
rape, 44 of acid-throwing and
39 dowry-related deaths in the
country during the July-

tem period of this year,
tsl:z Coordination Cuﬁzl‘:d -l‘:f:fll'
Rights in Ba
(CCHRB) has said.

Women and children are
victims of human rights viola-
tion, it said and recommended
strict enforcement of laws and,

Dock workers
call off strike at
Mongla Port

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 10: Dock wor-

kers of MOI’#I port called off
ursday

their strike midnight
following talks between their
leaders and officials at the
office of the ol Bagerhat.

It was decided in the
that proper medical treatmen
will be given to the workers in-
jured in the clash on Wednes-

day.
When contacted, the DC of
Bagerhat said that a thorough

inquiry would be made by a

first class te into the
cause of thnmd-h

The dock workers had gone
on strike on Tuesday demand-
ing booking for casual workers.

if necessary, amendments to
some of those for giving exem-
pia%.epunlshmmt to criminals.

CCHRB, in its quarterly,
survey on newspaper re-
ports, said 583 ple were
murdered, 4,166 arrested by po-
lice on various charges and
seven died in police firing dur-
ing the period. There were 238
cases of theft and dacoitly. The
survey report was released here
yesterday.

It recorded 1,209 deaths in
road, rail and waterway acci-
dents, 126 incidents of kidnap-
ping and 228 of suicide. It
recorded 45 hartals. fire coun-

. in the three months.

Noting that the rates of
crime and human rights viola-
tion in rural and suburban ar-
eas were comparatively high,
the CCIIRB strongly suggested
that the authorities concentrate
their "full attention” on those
areas and that the judicial sys-
tem be decentralised.

"Police, BDR, Ansar, VDP
personnel usually work in the

grassroots level. Their moral
standard, family background
and upbringing should be
closely scrutinized before re-
cruitment”, the CCHRB report

It also l.pgel}ed to the gov-
ernment, political leaders and
others concerned to analyze the
report and take immediate ap-
ﬂrnpriltt measures to solve

buming problems.

o ATk deetye i
a an 'S rict -
El:S have rel:ltested the :}m on
the so-call 0 0-
sives from dimHP eu,ﬁ]ct
and termed it false, fabricated
and motivated, reports UNB.

In a joint statement yester-
day, they alleged that 'Awami
terrorists’ with the help of po-
lice had put some losives in
a room adjacent to BNP office to
des the image of the :

They said not a si NP
man was present when police
raided the office.

The statement was issued by
Bogra district BNP president
Advocate AKM Habibur Rah-
man, party MPs Advocate Za-
hurul Islam, Abdul Majid
Talukder, Dr Habibur Rahman,
Advocate Hafizur Rahman, Go-
lam Mohammad Siraj, Helal-
uzzaman Talukder u, Dr
Ziaul Hag Mollah and former
minister Mamdudur Rahman,
and leaders of front organi-
sations.

Acid thrown on
woman, child

A you woman and her

child su serious burn in-
juries as some unidentified

DGl sy St ol borr
were -
tal sources said, re UNB.
The miscreants threw acid
on Farida Begum 30 and her 7-
year-old son Mithun at their
village home at Chargaon of
Sadar thana in Manikganj dis-
trict at about 4 am.
They were first rushed to
Manikganj Sadar hospital and
then shifted to Dhaka Medical

" College Hospital.



