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7 kidnay

Police shot de

pers shot dead in India:

| "Seven memnbers of Balram Khangar gang in

Hamirpur district Wednesday and rescued two persons
kidnapped by them, official report said. Pl says lrom
Lucknow.

Leader of the gang and two women members were among

those shot dead during an encounter in forest area of Khadehi

Lodhan will
Anant Ram

e. The gang had kldrmp'pﬁi Balram Gupta and
upta on October six anc

was also involved In a

number of other kidnappings and murders, the sources said

LﬂlldS]ide h.lls 12 iIl Chi.llﬂ: Twelve

peo
wal

le were confirmed dead and 13 left missing alter a massive
of mud unleashed by

heavy rains tore off of a

mountainside in southwestern Yunnan province, an official
report said Thursday, AP reports from Beijing.

The 750-metre (2,.500-foot) wide swathe o

illside swept into

a remote mountain village on Friday, damaging 182 houses. 11

of which were still buried several days later, the newspaper

China Daily rcgorted. A much larger chunk of land was still
o

slowly sliding
the re
some

wnhill, threatening an even larger landslide,
rt said. Officials in the remote mountainous region,
200 kilometres (1.375-miles) southwest of Beijing, were

not immediately available to provide updated details on the

disaster.

Solana to visit Japan next week:

Javier Solana will make the firs

visit to Japan by a North

Atlantic Treaty Organisation [NATO) Secretary-General since
1991 next week, a NATO official said. AFP reports from

Brussels.

He will also go to the United States to defend and explain

NATO's expansion into eastern Europe

. the official said. Solana

leaves Tuesday for Tokyo. where he will meet Emperor Akihito

and government leaders.

Qllﬂke Sllak% Japall: An earthquake

measuring 5.6 on the open-ended Ri

heter Scale jolted northern

Japan yesterday. the Hong Kong Observatory said, Reuter

reports from Hong Kong.

The epicentre, detected at 0527 Local Time (2127 Wednesday).
was near Hokkaido. Japan. The observatory gave no further de-

tails.

Road misha

daims 2 ill US: A driver

who said her gas pedal got stuck plowed her car into pedestrians
on a busy downtown street, killing two people and injuring 10
others, two critically, AP reports from Chicago.

"lf'ust heard a thum
3, 4

p. and then five or six people were flying
eet in the air.” said Terry Coxworth. who was standing at

the intersection where the accident happened Wednesday. The
driver, Eleanor Soltis, 76, was cited for operating an unsafe
vehicle, failure to exercise due care and disobeying a red light,
lice spokeswoman Arlene Mays said. Soltis, who told police
er gas pedal had stuck. was treated at a hospital and released.
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The Indian Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gujral garlands a
bust of Mahatma Ghandi Wednesday at Ghandi's original
house in the Phoenix Settlement near Durban. Gujral is
on the final leg of a six day official visit to South Africa.

— AP/UNB photo

UNSC imposes sanctions
on Sierra Leone to

restore civilian govt

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 9:
Responding to an appeal by
West Africans, the Security
Council imposed sanctions on
Sierra Leone to pressure the
military junta to restore the
civilian government it ousted
in May, reports AP.

The sanctions, adopted on
the same day that African
peacekeepers bombed the jun-
ta's military headquarters, re-
quire all UN member states to
bar junta leaders and their fam-
ilies from their territory. The
sanctions also impose an oil
and arms embargo on the West
African nation.

Oil shipments for humani-
tarian purposes must be cleared
by the United Nations. All
countries are barred from sell-
ing or transporting ammuni-
tion, spare parts and supplies to
-the Sierra Leone military.

“The resolution makes clear
how the junta can end these

New variety of
seedless grape
developed

HEFEI, Oct 9: A new variety
of seedless grape has been de-
veloped in east China's Anhui
province, reports Xinhua.

Three years of experiments
have shown that the seedless
grapes weigh more than 20g on
average and some even as
much as 30g, compared to 2 to
4g for ordinary seedless grapes
each.

The new grape is the brain-
child of Zhong Jiahuang, a pro-
fessor at Anhui Agriculture
University, who found a new
way to get varieties of grapes
with seeds to bear seedless
fruit.

The Jingya variety produces
95 per cent seedless grapes and
has a maturation time that is
10 days earlier than usual,
greatly improving economic re-
turns.

The

ape is also suited to
the wea

er conditions of south

China, unlike other seedless’

types.

sanctions — by restoring the le-
gitlimate government ol Sierra
Leone,” US Ambassador Bill
Richardson said.

He called on the junta, which
toppled President Ahmed Tejan
Kabbah, "to restore the consti-
tutional order and the demo-
cratically elected government.”

The unanimous resolution
reinforces the embargo imposed
by the 16-nation Economic
Community of West African
States. The organisation previ-
ously sent in peacekeepers to
try to restore the government.

Meanwhile, jets from the
Nigerian-led peacekeeping
forces trying to oust Sierra
Leone's junta bombed its mili-
tary headquarters on Wednes-
day, killing at least four geoplc.
government officials said.

The compound was dam
extensively and 28 people were

injured, and there may be more
dead,

Movie on Diana
to begin filming
early next year

LOS ANGELES, Oct 9. A
movie based on the revised
Princess Diana biography "Di-
ana: Her True Story in Her Own
Words" will begin filming early
next year, a producer said, re-
ports AP.

American producer Martin
Poll, whose credits include a
1993 television miniseries on
Diana, has joined with German
producer Christian Seidel to
create a theatrical movie drawn
from Andrew Morton's book.

A fall 1998 release s
planned.

The film will feature "Dis-
tinguished British actors,” Pol-
I's spokesman, Dick Guttman,
sald Tuesday. A United King-
dom-wide search will be held to
find an actress to portray Di-
ana.

Poll's 1993 miniseries for
NBC, "Diana: Her True Sto.g."
was based on the original edi-
tion of Morton's biography.

Russian cargo

ship docks
with Mir

MOSCOW, Oct 9: An un-
manned Russian cargo ship
docked 'very cleanly’ with the

Mir space station Wednesday in
the first successful use of a new

procedure, reports AP.
The Pr M-36 ta
back-up computer, scientific

equipment, fuel, drinking water
and a new European-built de-
vice intended to fly around the
outside of the Mir to examine
its surface.

The cargo ship came in on
automatic pilot a few minutes
ahead of schedule. Automatic
dockings are not unusual but it
was the first using a new
method that had failed on twg
past attempts, causing the crew
to switch to manual controls.

Alter each failure we anal-
ysed the math ... and adjusted
the docking procedure,” said
flight control chief Vladimir
Solvyov, briefing reporters at
Mission Control.

Yeltsin appoints
low ranked
official as new

envoy to Chechnya

MOSCOW, Oct 9: President
Boris Yeltsin gave the Huh of
Chechen envoy to a lower-
ranked official Wednesday in a
move clearly aimed at slighting
the hreakaw:lg: republic's lead-
ers, reports AP.

Yeltsin released Ivan Ry-
bkin, the head of his ?olicy-
making Security Council, from
the side job as presidential rep-
resentative in Chechnya and
gave the post to Valentin

Vlasov, a little-known adminis-

%ﬂﬂlcial- .
Rybkin, who announced the
decision, said the idea behind
the move was to have a lower-
ranked official regrmntlng the
president in Ch ya. Vlasov's
government rank corresponds
to those of Yeltsin's representa-
tives in other Russian regions,
he said.

Chechnya considers itself
independent and has been run-
ning its own affairs since Rus-
sian troops withdrew last fall
following a two-year war.
Moscow says the Muslim repub-
lic is and will remain part of
Russia.
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Release of Hamas leade

RAMALLAH, West Bank. Oct
9: Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat indirectly criticised
Jordan Wednesday for its role
in the release of Hamas's spiri
tual guide from an Israeli
prison, a Palestinian legislator
said.

"President Arafat criticised
some foreign powers which in
ured the Palestinian Authority

bypassing it,” Marwan
Barguti told after a speech
by Arafat behind closed doors
to the Palestinian Legislative
Council meeting in Ramallah.

Negotiations between Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and Jordan's King
Hussein — without Arafat's in-
volvement — resulted in the re-
turn Monday to the Gaza Strip
of the Islamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas) guide,
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, after
eight years in prison.

In exchange, two Israeli
agents who participated in the

Arafat slates Jordan's role

September 25 assassination at
lt'-népt afainst another Hamas
leader in Ainimmarn were released.

Arafat also committed him
self to Initialling laws passed a
year and a half ago by the leg-
islative council. Council
Speaker Ahmed Qorei said.

A committee of four
deputies, four cabinet members
and a security-service official
will discuss the 186 laws pro-
mulgated by the council to de-
termine which are still current
and then Arafat will sign them,
Qorei said.

The Palestinian leader also
said he will submit the proposed
budget to the legislative council
for approval so that spending
by the ministers "will be
established in a clear and exact
manner,” Qorei said

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
held talks by telephone
Wednesday with Jordan's King
Hussein during a meeting with

US envoy Dennis Ross. the
prime minister's office said.
Netanyahu and the King dis-
cussed ways of re-establishing
the good relations between the
two courntries’ the office said in
a reference to the tension

caused by the September 25 as-
sassination attempt of a Hamas
leader in Amman by Israeli

agents.

As part of an agreement be-
tween the two countries, Israel
freed Sheikh Ahmed Yassin,
the spiritual guide of the Is-
lamic Resistance Movement
(Hamas) and Jordan released
two [sraeli agents who carried
out the attack.

The prime minister also told
the Jordanian sovereign about
his pre-dawn meeting wedne&
day with Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat. their first get to-
gether in eight months, which
peace-process envoy Ross at-
tended, the office said.

US actress Demi Moore is flanked by [talian actresses Sophia Loren, at left, and Claudia
Cardinale, at right, as the trio are VIP guests at the Giorigio Armani fashion collection in

Milan Wednesday.

— AP/UNB photo

Life

expectancy in Africa will

decline to half due to AIDS

HARARE. Oct 9: Life ex-

pectancy in eastern and south-

ern African countries with se-
vere AIDS epidemics will de-
cline by 2010 to half that origi-
nally projected before the virus

The result, according to re-
cent estimates by the US Bureau
of the Census, is that average
life expectancy in Malawi will
drop to 29.5 years, the lowest in
the world. instead of 57 other-
wise.

In 1996 life expectancy in
Malawi stood at 36. Without the
ravages caused by the Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome
it would have been around 50.

In Zambia, life expectancy is
estimated to fall to mca:s b
2010 while in Botswana it wi
go down to 33 years, both 50 per

. experis predict, reperts

cent of that originally expected.

In the absence of AIDS. life
expectancy in Zambia would
have been 57.5 years in 1996 but
has been reduced to about 36,
while Botswana was projected
to be at 60 years but was to
46 years.,

he average Zimbabwean
born in 2010 could have a ex-
pected to reach 70, but now he
will be lucky to reach 33. Life
expectancy last year was put at
42, but without AIDS it would
have been 64.

East Africa is better off, be-
cause altho AIDS is still rife
there the epidemic is not as se-
Vere.

Kenya's life expectancy for
1996 had been estimated at 65
but fell as a result of AIDS to 56,
while Uganda'’s drop from 53
to 40. In 2010 it will be 44 in-

stead of 68, and 35 instead of 54
rﬂﬁcu\rely.

e national percentage of
adults infected with the HIV
Virus that causes AIDS is about

18 per cent in Zambia and Zim-
babwe and about 14 per cent in

Uganda.

The unprecedented decline
in life expectancy will have an
important demographic im-

act, said Geoff Foster, a Zim-

abwean doctor and head of the
Mutare Family AIDS Caring
Trust.

"Many years of life will be
lost due to the AIDS epidemic,”
he said.

Foster, who is a paediatri-
cian, said lowered life ex-
pectancy due to AIDS necessar-
ily implies dramatic increases
in the numbers of orphaned
children.
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COLOMBO, Oct 9: The gov-
ermnment on Thursday welcomed
the US decision to declare the
Tamil Tigers a terrorist group.
sayin% it will force the rebels to
negotiate and stop their 14-
iﬁzu_ﬂld insurgency. reports

"At last the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam has got the cor-
rect label. Now they will have

the spokesman for the defense
miniut{hy.

"With less funds they will
have problems in gettin
weapons and we plan to pus
them militarily to the point
where they will have to talk
peace,” Munasinghe told re-

porters.
US Secretar of State
Madeleine Albright took steps

Wednesday to block fund rais-

grohlcms in raising funds,” said
rigadier Sarath Munasinghe,

OCTOBER 10, 1997

Lanka lauds US move
to declare LTTE as

terrorist group

ing, ireeze assets and punish
US-based backers of the Tamil
Tigers and 29 other foreign or-
ganisations she designated as
terrorist groups.

"It is a wvictory for Sri
Lanka's foreign policy and tes-
timony of a strong and healthy
bilateral relationship that ex-
ists between Sri and the
United States.” the foreign min-
E;atr}' said in a statement Thurs-

Y.

The Tamil Tigers maintain a
major office in London and also
are active in promoting their
cause and seeking financial
support elsewhere in Europe
and in North America. Most of
the group’s funds are believed to
come from sympathizers.

According to independent es-
timates, over 6.000 rebels have
been killed since the beginning
of the war.

SARAJEVO, Oct 9: Bosnian
Muslim parties have swept to
victory in municipal elections
in the eastern town of Sre-
brenica which fell to Serb
forces amid a massacre of Mus-
lim men two years ago, Western
officials said. reports Reuter.

The Muslim parties won a
majority of seats on the Town
Council after receiving the sup-
port of Muslim refugees from
the area who cast ballots from
elsewhere in Bosnia and
abroad, the officials said on
Wednesday.

The Bosnian Serb army has
executed or ambushed thou-
sands of Muslim men fleeing
Srebrenica in 1995 in what
human rights officials called
Europe's worst atrocity since
World War II.

A Muslim victory was ex-
pected in Srebrenica after regis-
tration figures showed absentee
Muslim voters outnumbered
Serbs who had moved to the
area.

The Western officials con-
firmed Serb media reports that
the Muslim coalition for a

Muslim parties sweep local
polls in Srebrenica

united and democratic Bosnia
Herzegovina had won 24 seats
out of a total of 46 on the coun-
cil. An independent Muslim
candidate won one seat.

The nationalist Serb Demo-
cratic P had 12 seats and its
.ally, the Serbian Radical Party,
worn nine seats.

The result in Srebrenica
meant that it was the only mu-
nicipality in Serb controlled
territory where Muslim parties
managed to secure a majority in
last month's local elections
across the former Yugoslav Re-
pubilic.

Muslim parties won a plu-
rality of the vote in the north-
west town of Prijedor but Serb
parties could control the coun-
cil if they agree to form a coali-
tion.

Political analysts say im-

lementing the results in Sre-
grl:nica and elsewhere may
prove impossible because local
nationalist authorities oppose
reversing the results of territo-
rial conquest and “ethnic
cleansing”.

BANGKOK, Oct 9: A close ally
of Burmese democracy leader
Aunﬁcsln Suu Kyl, imprisoned
Fg the military government for

e past eight years, has been
sent to Yangon General Hospi-
tal 11::\;m:l is . near y
a humap rights oup said
Thursday, reports !g J

Win Tin, a member of the
central executive committee of
Suu Kyi's political y. the
National e for racy,
was transferred to the hospital
from Myingyan Prison near
Mandalay sometime last week,
Human ts Watch Asia said
in a news release received in

Bangkok.

Sources in Yangon con-
firmed that Win Tim has been

s —

admitted to the hospital, but no
other details were available.
The military government has

WASHINGTON, Oct 9:
to dry up 5u¥pnrt for terrorism,
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright took steps Wednesday
to block fund raisin
ish US backers of 30 foreign or-
ganisations she designated as
terrorist ups, reports AP.

The liguingigudtd 13 Islamic
organisations in the Middle
East along with two Israeli
groups. Also on the list were a
number of Asian and Latin
American groups. Missing were
the Irish chugllcan Army and
the Palestine Liberation Organ-
isation, both on past US lists.

Albright's action was in re-
sponse to a 1996 law ed to
stop fund raising in the United
States by and on behalf of or-
ganisations that engage in or
sponsor terrorist acts.

As of Wednesday, any money
that the 30 organisations have
in the United States will be
blocked. Also, it will be a crime
to provide money, weapons or
other types of tangible support

and pun-

to any of the groups.
In addition, members and
representatives of these organi-
sations will be ineligible for US
visas and will be subject to ex-
clusion from the United States.
"Our goal is to make the
United States fully a 'no-sup-
ort-for-terrorism' zone,” Al-
Eht said in a statement.
By

steadily reducing the

-ha.hlt.at in which terrorism

thrives, we can hope to make
terrorists first an endangered
species and ultimately an ex-
tinct one,” she said.

In a statement issued during
a political trip in New Jersey,
President Bill Clinton said,
"The United States is commit-
ted to fight against those who
speak the language of terror."

The law was inspired in part
by the April 1995 bombing of a
federal building in {}klaﬁuma

Cirq_:h

e American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee
complained about the high pro-

Mars might once have been
hospitable to life!

PASADENA, California, Oct
9: The Mars Pathfinder has
yielded what scientists said is
the strongest evidence yet that
Mars, like Earth, has a crust, a
mantle and an iron core — lend-
ing support to the theory that
the Red Planet might once have
hr;::n hospitable to life, report
AP,

The evidence that the planet
is not merely a solid ball of
rock came from analyzing ra-
dio signals from Pathfinder as
Mars spins on its axis.

Having enough heat to create
these distinct layers gives
weight to the theory that Mars
once may have been warm and
wet enough for life to evolve, as
it did on Earth. Mars formed 4
billion years ago.

William Folkner, a scientist
at NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory, said Wednesday that
scientists do not yet know

whether that iron core is solid
or molten like Earth's. How-
ever, they know it is smaller, at
somewhere between 800 miles
(1,280 kilometers) and 1,247
miles (1,995 kilometers) in ra-
dius. Mars' full radius is 2,113
miles (3,381 kilometres).

Molten cores are rare; of the
planets, only Earth and Mer-
cury are known to have one.
Jupiter's moon Ganymede is
thought to have one, too. The
motion of liquid metal in the
Earth's core is what creates the
magnetic field around our
planet. By contrast, our moon is
solid and "dead."

So far, the orbiting Mars

Global S r has found evi-
dence of a weak field
at the Red Pfanet. but

Pathfinder scientist Matthew
Golombek said those observa-
tions are not necessarily evi-
dence that the magnetic field

was generated by the interior or
that the core is liquid today.

Scientists still remain a
long way from finding another
component of life — water.

But they have detected signs
that the surface once teemed
with water flowing in streams
and deep channels that carried
rocks from place to place.
Pathfinder yielded close-up im-
ages of martian rock conglom-
erations that showed small
spheres, probably pebbles
smoothed by water.

Wes Ward, a Pathfinder sci-
entist from the US Geological
Survey in Flagstaff, Arizona,
also said he has seen the first

signs of true sand on Mars, with.

grains about 1 millimetre in
size. A product of weathering
and erosion, they lie in dunes
and in fluted patterns like
desert sands on :

portion of Islamic groups in-
cluded on the list. grovp

Citing State Department fig-
ures, the committee said there
were only three anti-US terror-
ist attacks in the Middle East
last year.

Among the better known Is-
lamic groups named were the
Palestinian organisation
Hamas and the Lebanese group
Hezbollah.

Also designated were Kach
and Kahane Chai, Israeli groups
whose stated goal is to restore
the Biblical state of Israel.

The list also was assailed by
the National Coalition to Pro-
tect Political Freedom, which
called it an attack on First
Amendment rights.

Excluding religious materi-
als and medicine, "Any funds
that a US person gives to
schools, medical clinics or or-
phanages linked in any way to
the designated foreign groups
will become a federal crime
punishable by up to 10 years in

.......
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B Albright takes steps to block fund raising
for 30 terrorist groups

prison,” the coalition said.
Sens. John Kyl and Dianne

Feinstein complained about the
Republi-

omission of the Irish
can Army and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation from
the list.

They called the IRA "one of
the oldest, most violent and in-
discriminate terrorist urg‘a.ni-
sations in modern history.

State Department
spokesman James P. Rubin
noted that the IRA declared an
unequivocal ceasefire on July
19 and that the British govern-
ment declared subsequently
that the truce was genuine in
word and deed.

In Belfast, I{:n M?ﬁinnm.
security spokesman for the pro-
British Ulster Unionist Part
in Northern Ireland, accu
the Clinton administration of
being "slow to learn” lesson of

revious |IRA ceasefire, which
asted 17 months before the
group returned to bombing.

-----------------
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Sojourner's Alpha Proton X'ray Spectrometer (APXS) is shown at what NASA has named

Suu Kyi's jailed ally
near death

not 'yet responded to queries
about him.

The former newspaper edi-
tor, reportedly viewed by the
military as a trouble some ad-
viser to Suu Kyl, suffers from a
heart condition that requires
constant medication. He also
developed spinal preblems

while in prison.

The Burmese military has
denied the Red Cross access to
political prisoners. Human
rights groups have documented
systematic abuses in the
Burmese prison system, consid-
ered one of the worst in the

ts groups reported last
ear %llat ngnp Tin pl?ad been

ten and was kept in a
tiny cell meant to house mili-
tary dogs.

Resistance leader calls
for end to fighting
in Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, Oct 9: A top
resistance commander loyal to
ousted co-premier Prince
Norodom Ranariddh -called
Thursday for an end to the
fighting in the country’s north-
west, saying it has killed too
many Cambodians, reports AP.

"l don't want to pursue any
more fighting between Cambo-
dians and Cambodians,” said
Nhek Bunchhay. who since a
July 5-6 coup has led resis-
tance forces opposing the Ph-
nom Penh government. He is a
former senior official in the

army.

"l want to negotiate peace
and see democracy take root
according to the wishes of the
Cambodian people,” he said in
a faxed statement. It also said
his forces have killed at least
2,000 of coup leader Hun Sen's

troops.

Moe. Mars Pathfinder scientists announced Wednesday that like the Earth, Mars appears
to have a crust, a mantle and an iron core, signs that the planet may have once had water
on it. They got their first strong evidence that the planet is not merely a solid ball of rock
by measuring the changes in radio signals from Pathfinder as Mars spins on its axis.

— AP/UNB photo

clear testing
cific and the closure of the test

ment Meetir

But he also set conditions
for peace talks that the gov-
ernment is certain to reject.

A relatively small force of Ra-
nariddh's loyalists have been
stubbornly holding on to a
small enclave at O'Smach
Cambodia’s northern border
since the was deposed by
his co-premier Hun Sen.

The fighting against Hun
Sen's stronger and better-
cqulpged army also has been
spreading slowly east to Preah
Vihear province and to Sam-
laut, kilometres (125 miles)
southwest of O'Smach.

“‘In my name as an army
COo er and a Cambodian, |
am very upset about the dead
and wounded,” said Nhek
Bunchhay, adding that his
trn:lps have suffered minor ca-
sualties but "the blood which

dropped on the ground is also
that of Cambodians.”

NZ ready to
normalise ties
with France

WELLINGTON, New Zealand,
Oct 9: Prime Minister Jim Bol-
ger will "Set the final seal” on
the resumption of normal rela-
tions with France when he vis-
its Paris later this month, gov-
ernment officials said Thurs-
day, reports AP.

"The cessation of French nu-
in the South Pa-

sites removed from the a
an issue that had eviled
France-New Zealand relations
for the last 30 years,” the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said.

"It opened the way to the re-
sumption of a completely nor-
mal relationship with France.”

Bolger is due to leave for
London on October 20, spending
two days there before going to
Edinburgh to attend the Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
before flying to
Paris on October 27 for a two-

day official visit



