BLUE DART

EXPRESS LIMITED

PLEASE CONTACT:

BANGLADESH AIR EXPRESS INT'L

Foi more information call-Head Office 9565114 Guishan 607657
887771, Chittagong: (031) 712127, Khuina (041 25005

ON BOARD COURIER
EACH DAY EVERY DAY

TO INDIA

s e Wt v T .
T . - . i i
= v satals i N
" : = [ )
. iy
5 o " s
1 e .=
0 i % » 5
- ' 1
Fo) L i =
] L

Bt R b

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat welcomes

Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin on his

arrival at the Islamic complex sports club in Gaza City on Tuesday. Yassin arrived in Gaza
on Monday from Jordan after being released from an Israeli prison last week.

— AFP/UNB photo

Cross-border clashes

One Indian killed, 5
hurt in Pak firing

JAMMU, Oct 8: Indian and
Pakistani soldiers opened fire
across a disputed border in
Kashmir today. killing a 14-
year-old boy and injuring five
civilians, reports AP.

Pakistani soldiers fired in
the morning without any
provocation, said an official of
the Indian Border Securit
Force. Indian troops retaliatﬁd‘:
he said. The firing was continu-
ing intermittently in the
evening, he said on condition of
anonymity. Cross-border
clashes in Kashmir are fre-
quert,

Pakistan did not immedi-
ately react to today's incident.

Indian and Pakistani sol-
diers have been exchanging fire
across the border in Kashmir, a
territory divided between the
two nations. _

Last week's clash left 39
people dead in one of the worst
peacetime outbreaks of fighting
in years in Kashmir.

Today's firing occurred

BNP supporters
attack Khulna
SP’s office

Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 8: The office of
the Police Super came under
attack by a group of BNP sup-
porters here today.

Witnesses and police said,
window panes of the office were
damaged.

The incident took place as
two top leaders of city and dis-
trict BNP were allegedly in-
sulted by the SP. They met him
at his office for submitting a
memorandum demanding
‘withdraw' of the OCs of Du-
muria and Rupsha thanas for
'sheltering’ armed terrorists.

The BNP leaders, in a press
statement later, also demanded
Temoval' of the SP.

When contacted, the SP de-
nied that the had insulted the
BNP leaders.

CHOGM
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mainly focus on good gover-
nance and human rights as well
as investment and trade devel-
opment.

Apart from the CHOGM,
Hasina is likely to exchange
views on bilateral matters as

well as regional and interna-

tional issues of common con-
cern with President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa, Pres-
ident Chandrika Kumaratunga
of Sri Lanka, Indian Prime
Minister IK Gujral, Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and Malaysian Prime Minister
Dr Mahathir Bin Mohammad.
She is likely to have bilat-
eral meeting with British Prime
Minister Tony Blair and the
heads of government of Canada,
Australia and New Ealand.

Political parties
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party leaders Mubinul Haider

Chowdhury, Abdullah Sarker
and Sudhangshu Chakravarty.
Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria, Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofael Ahmed
and Food Minister Begum Mo-
tia Chowdhury were present.
Besides Awami League presid-
ium members Amir Hossain
Amu and Abdul Jalil also at-
tended the discussion session.

about 25 kilometers (16 miles)
west of Jammmu, winter capital
of Jammu-Kashmir.

The victims were working in
farm fields at the time of the
firing, the official said.

Another report says: India
has begun withdrawing army
troops from the largest town of
Kashmir and replacing them
with local policemen, in a move
that could ease discontent
among Kashmiris.

An unspecified number of
troops have left the suminer
capital, Srinagar.

3 to die, 6 awarded
life-term for
killing 3 persons
in Chuadanga

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Oct 8: Three
persons were awarded death
sentence and six others were
sentenced to life imprisonment
today for killing three persons.

Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Abdul Matin
awarded death sentence by
hanging to Abdul Aziz and his
two sons — Sanwar Hossain and
Monwar Hossain.

The six sentenced to life im-
prisonment and to pay a fine of
Tk 5.000 each, in default, to suf-
ter more 6 months rigorous im-
prisonment to Munir, Shihab,
Wahab, Jamal, Kamal and
Kashem, all sons of Abdul Aziz
of village Puratan Pacholia un-
der Alamdanga thana of
Chuadanga district.

They were convicted of
killing three persons of the
same village on November 11,
1993,

The case history in brief is
that one of the victims, Golap,
took lease of some land in the
village and cultivated paddy.
When the paddy was ready to
harvested, the said 9 convicte]

ersons tried to cut the paddy
orcibly. When the deceased
victims opposed, they were
hacked to death.

A case was registered with
the Alamdanga thana against
the 9 persons. Police submitted
chargesheet against them after
investigation.

The judgement was an-
nounced after examination of
18 witnesses.

Mongla Port
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Police said at least twelve
shiﬁs were looted and the bar-
rack of security guards was to-
tally damaged. Police said that
tension flared up when eight
dock workers were confined in
the administrative building by
security guards. At one stage of
the clash police lobbed tear gas
shells to bring the situation un-
der control. Twelve of the in-
ﬁ:red persons were admitted to

hulna Medical College Hospi-
tal with bomb and bullet in-
juries.

The situation worsened to-
day when 'Mongla Port Users'
Co-ordination Committee
(MPUCC) declared the dock
workers' strike illegal and
threatened to stop cargo han-
dling operations from this
evening.

This added fuel to the fury as
dock workers became more agi-
tated. President of the MPUCC
Syed Mostahid Ali also said
that they were "prepared to face
the worst",
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BNP activists
damage vehicles
In City
By Staff Correspondent

BNP activists yeslerday
evening damaged vehicles in
front of their party office
protesting the mysterious dis-
appearance of party leaders I1-
ias Ali, Kamruzzaman Ratan
and Syed Arif Rafikul Islam
from a city police station.

When contacted. officials of
Tejgaon Police Station, which
arrested the three leaders and
lodged two separate cases
against them, said for investi-
gation purposes they were
moved to various areas of the
City.

Regarding the protest by BNP
supporters. Ramna police
claimed vehicles were damaged
in front of the party office at
Naya Paltan for about 15 min-
utes starting from 9:00 pm. Po-
lice also said that one of the vic-
tims lodged a verbal complaint
with Ramna thana, but none
was arrested.

Meanwhile, Abdul Mannan
Bhuyian, secretary general of
BNP, in a statement yesterday
expressed his concern over the
attitude of police and their mis-
behaviour with the detained
leaders of his party. Bhuyian
also alleged that the three de-
tained BNP activists were
blindfolded and takgn to un-
known destination' by police.

The three BNP leaders were
earlier arrested on Sunday al-
legedl{( with firearms from near
Mahakhali area in the city
when the party enforced its
half-day barricade programme
across the country,

Two separate cases were also
lodged against them at the Tej-
gaon thana and they were
placed on a three-day remand
on Monday by the Chief

Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court.

Four die after
drinking liquor

JESSORE, Oct 8: Four people,
including a UP member died af-
ter drinking liquor in the town
today, according to witnesses
and physicians, reports UNB,

They said some people took
‘poisonous’ wine from a homeo-
pathic medicine shop at a bus
stand on the outskirts of the
town sometime on Tuesday
night and then fell sick.

Gas price
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affected by liquidity erisis.

As per the Production Shar-
ing Contracts (PSCs), the gov-
ernment will purchase 75 bil-
lion cubic feet of gas from Cairn
and Occidental during 1998-99
al a cost of Tk 300 crore. About
260 billion cubic feet of gas is
now consumed in the country,

The Committee formed in
July '95 with the then Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister
had placed its report in April
last but it was somewhat
shelved under political consid-
eration that gas price hike
would affect popularity of the
government,

As ﬁer the recommendation
of the high powered committee,
the gas pricing would be in-
creased in four phases in the
next four years. The price of gas
will be regxcd at Tk 64.77 per
unit (per 1000 cubic feet) next
year at Tk 86.09 in 1999, Tk
88.15 in 2000 and at Tk 89.76 in
2001.

Gas price increase will have
far-reaching affect on the prices
of electricity and fertiliser. The

rice of electricity has already
Eccn increased over 17 per
cent and that of fertiliser by
around 25 per cent in last one
year,

Power plants and fertiliser
factories account for nearly 80
per cent of natural gas con-
sumed in the country. Com-
mercial, domestic and indus-
trial consumers consume the
remaining 20 per cent.
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Create mass awareness
- to face natural
calamities: President

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday called for
taking effective s to involve
{)ectph: from all walks of life in
he government initiatives of
imparting training to combat
natural disaster, re UNB.

He said lose of life and dam-
age to property in the natural
calamity could be averted by
taking adequate precautionary
measures alongside creating
public awareness and increas-
ing the mental strength of the

pm_Phc. 1
e President was inaugu-
rating a function of Interna-
tional Decade for Natural Dis.
aster Reduction Day 1997 at the
Osmani auditorium. The theme
of the day is “Water: Too Much...
Too Little ..Leading Cause of
Natural Disaster. ™

President Shahabuddin said
it would be very effective if the
people, including government
officials and employees, imams
of mosques, and teachers and
students of school and colleges,
are given training on the tech-
niques of combatting natural
disaster

He stressed Lthe need for ade-
quate training and also for
boosting the people's courage
through discussion and sharing
of experiences and information
of the 'very difficult struggle

nst the furies of nature.

The President said the coun-
try's geographical location,
weather and ecological imbal-
ance are the major causes of
natural disaster.

Huge loss of life and property

are being damaged every year
due to cyclone, tidal bore,
drought, river erosion and
landslide. he added.

Referring to the cyclone of
May 19, 1997, he said due to the
necessary precautionary steps
and keeping people informed
about the approachin
calamity, the extent of loss o
life and property was compara-
tively less

Navy Chief Rear Admiral
Mohammad Nurul Islam. Air
Chief Air Vice Marshall Ja-
maluddin Ahmed and members
of the Dhaka-based UN Disaster
Management Team were pre-
serit.

Iron bridge on
Khowai likely to
be opened for
tratfic on Oct 20

SHAYESTAGANJ, Habigan,
Oct 8: The alternate iron bridge
on river Khowal on Dhaka-
Sylhet highway is expected to be
opened for vehicular traffic on
October 20, reports UNB.

An official announcement
said today that if favourable
weather exists, the bridge will
be opened after completion of
bearing setting. deck fitting and
approach construction work.

The construction work on
the 420-feet bridge at a cost of
Tk 70 lakh had been disrupted
by frequent flood.

Piling work was delayed on
September 4 when the artificial
shoal created on the river was
su flood water.

Within 23 days. the newly
constructed wmd:-n bridge was
washed away. On September 30,
another flood disrupted the
construction work. Besides, the
works had to be postponed ev-
eryday for more than an hour
because of intermittent rain.

Meanwhile. construction of
all four piers of the bridge has
already n completed. There
spans were also completed and
another is expected to be set
within the next four days.

To cope with the suffering of
the people, two floating bridges,
one of them constructed by the
Army. were opened for vehicu-
lar movement on July 25 An-
other bridge for the use of the
pedestrians was floated later.

Moreover, Habiganj-Nabi-
ﬁan_j-Shcrpur road have been

ept open for all kind of vehi-
cles as an alternate route.

Sirajganj JCD

alleges armed

attacks on 1ts
workers’ houses

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 8: Fifteen
leaders and workers of the
Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal were
injured in armed attacks al-
legedly by Chhatra League ac-
tivists at Belkuchi in the dis-
trict today, reports UNB.

BNP leaders alleged a group
of 'hired terrorists’ of BCL once
again attacked JCD workers'
residences at Mukundogati,
Chala, Sennagar, Jiduri and ad-
joining areas of Belkuchi De-
iree College this morning and

at partymen. Two gunshots
were lired.

It was further alleged that
panic-stricken JCD men left the
area amidst 'a reign of terror’ let
loose by the rivals.

Seriously injured JCD lead-
ers Anisur Rahman Abu, An-
war, Shamim, Monirul and
Siraju: were admitted to differ-
ent clinics of the district town.

Awami League leaders, how-
ever, denied the allegations.

From Page |

Khaleque, now a farmer,
said the truck dropped few of
them on Road-32 and they were
asked to do their duty there and
not to allow anyone to pass by
that road.

"While on duty there, we
heard sound of heavy firing
from the eastern side of the
road and also of three to four
shelling,” he said.

As firing stopped and light
appeared in the IE]EIEtcm sk .gtﬂt:
witness said, he along with his
guard commander and other
soldiers walked further east
and saw a group of 20 to 25 sol-
diers standing in front of a
house. Most of the soldiers were

in black uniform of Lancer, he
added.

. He said driver Aziz was with
him and could not recollect the
name of his guard commander.

"l came to know that it was
the house of Bangabandhu.,”
Khaleque said adding at that
time some soldiers asked him
to salute Major Noor.

He said he saluted Major
Noor, saw blood stains on his
forehead and found the soldiers
very restless.

As soldiers were going in and
coming out of Bangabandhu's
residence, the witness said he
and his guard commander and
Aziz went inside the house and
saw the body of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman lying
on the stairs.

The body of Bangabandhu,

Sarbahara Party
leader stabbed
to death

JESSORE, Oct 8: A leader of
the outlawed Sarbahara Party
was killed at a village in
Bagharpara thana early today,
police said, reports UNB.

The victim was Identified as

Abdul Gafur, 35, resident of
Kalilpur village.
itnesses sald a group of

about 50 gunmen cordoned off
the house of Gafur's uncle where
he was sleeping and fired shots
indiscriminately at the dead of
night.

Gafur, who had been wanted
by police in various cases, tried
lo escape, but the assailants
caught ﬁfm and stabbed him to
death in a nearby field.

Police recovered the bod
the morning from near
matpur Mahmudpur
School.

Durga Puja:
Mahastami
today

Mahasaptami Puja was held
on the second day of the Durga
Puja festival yesterday at
Dhakeswari temple, a press re-
lease said.

Several thousands Hindu
devotees attended the puja, Ma-
hastami Puja will be held to-
day, it said.

Meanwhile, Detective
Branch police have kept sharp
eyes on Puja mandaps in the
city to avert any untoward inci-
dent during the greatest festival
of the country’'s Hindu commu-

in
es-
High

nit*h

irty special teams of the
DB police in plainclothes are
patrolling the Puja mandaﬁ)s
and it will continue till the
immersion of deities on October
11.

6 get life-term
for killing UP
chairman

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 8: A court
here today convicted six ple
and sentenced them to life term
in jail for killing a UP chair-
man in 1988, reports UNB.

Court sources said Addi-
tional and Sessions Judge Ab-
dul Mazid handed down the
judgment and fined four of the
accused Tk 5,000 each the rest
two, who were absconding, Tk
10,000 each. in default, to suffer
another one year RI.

The convicts are Serazul.
Alok, Rathin, Bahadur,
Gourachandra and Omulla. Of
them. Gourachandra and
Omulla have been absconding.

The case history in brief:
The accused shot and slaugh-
tered Abdul Jalil, 45, chairman
of Ramkrisnapur wunion
Farishad. at Anukha hat in Ul-
]a ara thana on October 28,

-

ood,

andhu murder

clad in a panjabi, was riddled
with bullets, the witness said.
Going upstairs, he said, he saw
bodies of three women, a man
and a young in a room.

Failing to stand the blood
and bodies, he said, they came
out of the house.

Coming out of the gate of
Bangabandhu's residence, the
witness said he learnt from the
discussion of Artillery soldiers
that Major Noor, Major Mobhi-
uddin of Lancer, Captain Bazlul
Huda and Lancer's soldiers had
killed Bangabandhu and his
family members.

He said Major Noor then or-
dered them to go to their duty.

In the evening, he said, they
were brought back to the bar-
rack at cantonment, where he
also heard that Major Noor,
Major Mohiuddin of Lancer,
Captain Bazlul Huda and
Lancer soldiers had killed
Bangabandhu and his other
family members,

Khaleque said he also heard
of the involvement of Major
Farooq, Major Shariyar, Major
Rashied Chowdhury, Major
Aziz Pasha, Major Rashid and
Major Dalim in the killing in-
cident. He also heard that
Khandaker Mustaque Ahmed
became the new President of the
country,

After the Au‘fusl 15 killing,
the witness said, his CO Major
Rashid spent most of the time at
Bangabhaban.

defence counsels put ob-
jection about the hearsay por-
tion of the statement.
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Suppﬁﬂﬂl'_S:_gE} on rampage

Sramik League
Fatullah unit
leader Polash

arrested

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 8: Out-
raged workers halted traffic
and damaged vehicles on the
Dhaka-Narayanganj road fol-
lowing the arrest of a ruling
party-supported union leader
tonight. reports UNB.

Police said Kawsar Ahmed
Polash, president of Fatullah
thana unit of Sramik League,
was arrested from Dharmaganij
area in Fatulla thana in the
evening on charges of a killing
and attacks on an industry. He
was sent to jail.

On hearing the arrest news,
his supporters went on rampage
damaging at least 10 cars block-
ing traffic.

The unruly protesters put up
about a four-kilometers barri-
cade from Pagla to Panchabott,
disrupting movement of vehi-
cles on the Dhaka-Narayanganj
and Dhaka-Munshiganj roads.

Road communications could
not be restored for the siege till
ﬂllrﬁ of the report at 11 pm.

ill owners feared attacks
from the unruly workers as
panic gripped the industrial
area.

Directive to

implement
Purbachal
Housing Project

Minister for Post and
Telecommunications and Pub-
lic Works and Housing Mo-
hammad Nasim yesterday di-
rected the Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartipakkha (Rajuk) to take
steps for implementation of the
Purbachal
ports BSS.

The Purbachal Housing Pro-
ject to be built on 2200 acres
under Narayanganj district and
800 acres under Gazipur district
is aimed at reducing population
pressure on Dhaka metropolis.

The directive was given at an
inter-ministerial meeting at
his ministry yesterday.

A new township be built
on three thousand acre of land
under the Project on the basis of

the reconunendations of the co-
ordination committee headed
by Major General (retd) M
S afludah MP.

The l:)rupuﬁcd housing pro-
ject will have all the civic
amenities of a modern town, it
was told at the meeting.

M Akhtaruzzaman MP, Ma-
jor General (retd) M Shafiulla
MP, Public Works and Housing
Secretary MAM Ziauddin and
Land Secretary Omar Farooq
were present in the meeting.

JP does not
believe in govt
of consensus:

Ershad

KHULNA, Oct 8: Jatiya Part
Chairman HM Ershad has saicr
his party does not believe in
government of consensus which
“cannot be found anywhere in
the world.” reports UNB.

He said a member of Jatiya
Party joined the Awami League
government beyond party deci-
sion.

"l hope he will soon quit the
cabinet,” he told a divisional
conference of party workers at
the Zia Public Hall here today.

The former President said
the people witnessed the 9 years
of Jatiya Party, five years of
BNP and the 16-month rule of
Awami League. "They will judge
in which period the country was
really developed.”

Ershad claimed develop-
ment had taken place only in
the Jatiya Panly period. "On the
other hand, killings and terror-
ism marked both the Awami
League and BNP rule,” he told
the meeting.

He said BNP during its five-

rule had made the country
ull of corruption. crippled the
economy, and allo party-
men to amass wealth.

"The present AL government
also failed to run the country,”
he observed and asked party-
men to prepare for the next elec-
tion.

Biman flight

From Page 1

ousing Project, re-

are placed on the waiting list
but when they fail to avail the
flight, they are com to

by road, thereby losing the
whole day's business, the
sources said.

President of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce In-
dustry (CCCI) Jafrul Islam
Chowdhury talki to The
Daily Star, d more air-
craft in the route considerin
the commercial importance o
the port city. Not only business
people, but also transit passen-
gers from Middle East countries
to Chittagong via Dhaka also
suffer, he :

Pak cricketers

From Page 1
Ahmed, shared a partnership of
151 runs that equalled the 55-
gnrwnld record set by New
aland duo of Brian Hastings
(110) and Richard Collinge (
not out) against Pakistan at
Auckland in 1972-73.

|Govt offi

Their hopes for coming back
home brightened when PCJSS
leader Jyotirindriya Bod-
hipriyva Larma, after seven
rounds of talks with the gov-
ernment last month, an-
nounced the two sides had
agreed on the draft of a peace
accord.

The draft has been taken up
by a specially convened
Congress of top leaders of
PC.JSS and commanders of its
military wing in Agartala, capi-
tal of Tripura, Our Staff Corre-
spondent in Chittagong re-
ported last night.

Quoting reports from across
the border. he said the Congress
that began yesterday is likely to
continue for some days to ratify
the draft to pave the way for
signing the agreement. The
signing is likely sometime
early next month during the
eighth round of talks between
the PCJSS and the National
Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT).

Meanwhile, officials in
Dhaka said the authorities are
preparing for the repatriation
as refugee leaders indicated that
they would returm as soon as the
peace accord was .

Enough funds have been
placed at the disposal of the dis-
trict administration of Kha-
grachhari to handle the return
of refugees, ex?ctcd to stream
in thousands, they said.

They are likely to cross the
border through two tempora
bridges on the Feni river, whic
separates Bangladesh and India

Pay commission
From Page 1

modities’ price hike, caused by

the government's "excesses” on

the issue since it came to :

He also criticised the gov-
ernment decision to implement
the new pay scale in three years
and called the arrangement un-

precedented.

“Thousands of government
officials and Empluﬁﬂ.‘! wiILFet
less benefits than they got with
10 per cent rise in basic
salaries under the previous gov-
ernment if the Pay Commission
award iIs implemented”,
Bhuiyan claimed.

Because of this. he said em-

loyees of the Secretariat, au-
onomous bodies, banks and
sector corporations have al-
ready rejected the new pay scale
and demonstrated against it ig-
noring the finance minister's
abortive bids to justify it.

The BNP leader demanded
refixation of the salaries of
public servants so that they can
live honourably'.

Queen Elizabeth

From Page 1
made this year to solve con-
tentious issues through talks."

Prime Minister Sharif, how-
ever, declared that peace and
stability in South Asia would
remain a distant dream unless
regional leaders showed wis-
dom in resolving the key dis-
pute of Kashmir.

- "Statesmanship” was re-
uired for the resolution of
uth Asian problems, Sharif
said in his vote of thanks after
Queen Elizabeth's address.

He admired the wisdom dis-
played by the British govern-
ment in 1947 when the people of
South Asia were given indepen-
dence through peaceful negotia-
tions and a constitutional pro-
Cess.

Meanwhile, police fired tear
gas and baton-charged crowds
trying to push their way into a
cricket stadium in Pakistan
shortly before a scheduled visit
by Queen Elizabeth today, wit-
nesses said.

But calm returned to the
17,000-seat Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium atiter it filled to capac-
ity before the Queen's appear-
ance, scheduled for aro 0950
GMT during a cricket test be-
tween Pakistan and South

Africa.
Kibria
From Page 1

and maintained that success in
this regard would further be ex-
plicit in the near future.

He also mentioned the re-
forms for an effective local gov-
ernment system and assured
the donors that necessary ad-
ministrative reforms would be
undertaken after the submis-
sion of report by Administra-
tive Reform Commission.

Kibria stated that the gov-
ernment would continue to em-
phasise on poverty alleviation
and social sector development

mes, and ed that

neficial results from these

measures would be derived
within a foreseeable period.

He said measures have been
taken to ensure financial disci-
pline, mobilise greater level of
domestic resources evolving an
efficient rl:! of the
public ent ses and institu-
tion, and provide allout support
to the growth and expansion of
the private sector.

desh Bank Governor
Lutfar Rahman Sarkar, Fi-
nance Secretary Dr Akbar All
Khan, ERD Dr Masiur
Rahman, Internal Resources

Division Secretary Shah Abdul
Hannan, members of the Plan-

ning Commission, senior offi-

cials of various ministries and

hmuuhmdmﬂ

countries international
tions based in Dhaka at-
the meeting.

cials

visit CHT

at Ramgarh and Tabalchhari.

Officials said there will be
no problem in resettling them
at their homes, particularly
where there are no dispute on
their lands. There are some
probiems in Dighinala area
concerning land but no problem
elsewhere.

Secretary of Special Affairs
Division Kazi Golamur Rah-
marn, accompanied by officials
of the district administration
of Khagrachhan, visited differ-
ent areas including Panchhari
and Mohaichhari to supervise
the preparations for refugee
repatriation.

UK Royal College
of Defence Studies
team calls on PM

An ] 1-member delegation of
British Royal College of Defence
Studies, led by Air Marshal

PJ Goddard, made a courte
call on Prime Minister liht:ll:hy
Hasina at her office yesterday,
reports UNB.

The delegation included B‘l\'g
NJ Cottam, Grmﬁp Capt
Swetham, Capt Stanhope,
Assistant Chief of Cmmhle%'lri
Cranphorn, Ms RR Donegan
and Col L Kallai.

Principal Staff Officer Ma
Gen Mostafizur Rahman a

British High Commissioner in
Dhaka David C Walker were
present.

Bus service in
Kushtia-Pragpur

route suspended

KUSHTIA, Oct 8: Plying of
buses and minibuses remained
stopped on Kushtia-Pragpur
route for the last three days
following clashes between the
transport workers, reports
UNB.

Two factions of Motor
Sramik Union have been en-
gaged in clashes for the last
three days for establishing
supremacy in the area.

As a result, the owners t.m
decided to stop plying of t
buses on the route for indefinite
period to avoid any untoward
incident.

Visa officer
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The earlier expulsions came
just as both nations talks
to solve 50-year-old disputes on
the divided territory of Kash-
mir, occupation of a Himalayan

acier and demarcation of the

undary. Both nations have
fought three wars since they
were carved out of by dgpa.rl.lng
British colonialists in 1947.

Queen Elizabeth of Britain,
who is currently in Pakistan,
urged Pakistan and India today
to end 50 years of bickering,
saying a reconciliation would
be profitable for both countries.

The Queen, accom ed by
her husband, Prince Philip, be-
an a six-day official visit to
akistan yesterday to mark the
50th annive of the Asian
subcontinent's ind dence
from Britain. From Pakistan,
the Queen travels to India.

Pakistan wants a vote
among Kashmiris to choose be-
tween union with either Pak-
istan or India. India has re-
ected the vote and many

ashmiris say they want a

third option: Outright indepen-
dence.

Despite the talks, there has
been renewed fighting in recent
weeks on the border that sepa-
rates the two countries. Most of
the victims ap to have been
civilians caught in the crossfire
between Indian and Pakistani
soldiers.

Rohingya
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violations such as widespread
forced labour.
Some of these new arrivals

were among the quar-
ter of a million who fled
in early 1990s, stated the
and concern
"this indicates that repatria-
tion may have been premature.”
Al urged members of the in-
ternational community to
mount on the to
end human rights violations
against members of ethnic mi-
norities in Myanmar. It also

urged the Bangladesh govern-

atriation to un
and unless it has been -
dently determined that the hu-
man ts situation in Myan-
mar hﬂf:‘ undergone a funda-

mental improvement.

Tourism industry
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g mﬁ?fh;denhpﬂn
are plans to
huchpl with the participation of
private tourism d!\eml-'

He described the ties of
BPC but spoke little about pri-
vate sector tourism.
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