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Govt officials

visit CHT to
prepare for

repatriation

By Special Correspondent
Senior officials visited dif-
ferent areas of Chitt 1g Hill

Tracts (CHT) during the past two

days to set the governinent ma-
chinery in motion ahead of
repatriation of thousands of
tri
state of India. likely in
November or December.

Highly placet
sources y op-
timism that nnl;::t the = ac-
cord is signed between the gov-
ernment and the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) to end decades
of hostilities i!nkthe CHT., the
refugees are likely to return
home.

Some 43,000 are liv-
ing in camps in Tripura. They
fled their homes when peace ne-
gtiltinns collapsed and vio-

resumed in April. 1986.
See Page 12 Col 7

PM leaves for
UK Oct 23 to
attend CHOGM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is ed to hold bi-
lateral talks with more than a
dozen heads of state and gov-
ernment d the forthcom-
ing CHOGM in UK. re UNB.

She will lead the adesh

tion to the Common-
Heads of Government
HRUE (CHOGM) which will
begin October 24 in Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Sheikh Hasina will leave
Dhaka on October 23 to attend
the conference. She will be ac-
companied by State Minister
for ml’ﬂhgn Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Foreign Secretary
Hnluﬂm? Rahman and Direc-
tor General at the Foreign Office
Ziauddin.

Elizabeth II, the head
of Commonwealth, will in-
a te the 4-day conference
of the loose confederation of

ted headI:. t!n =5
participa of gov-
ernment of member ::n%:n-

triesa. :
The coming CHOGM will

4" See’'Page 12 Col 1
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No power supply
~1n Barguna

town for 28 hrs

From Our Correspondent

BARGUNA, Oct 8: Barguna
town plunged into darkness
again, only after a week it ech
rienced a power blackout for
five days.

For the last 28 hours there
was no power supply In the
town. Local PDB officials at-
tributed faults in transmission
lines for the blackout. But they
could not say when they would
be able to repair the lines.

Earlier, power in the town
was restored on September 30
after five days,

Chinese Vice

Premier due
Oct 21

Chinese Vice-Premier Wu
Bangguo is expected to pay an
official visit to Bangladesh in
the third week of October. For-
eign Office sources said yester-
day, reports UNB.

During the three-day visit

inning October 21, Bangguo
will hold an official talks with

ate

official

Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad covering the entire gamut
of bilateral relations as well as
regional and international is-
sues of common concern.

—Inside Today
Article

Currency crisis in
South-east Asia

Canitbe a

Blessing in
Disguise for
Bangladesh?

by Munim Kumar
Barai
Page 4

International

Arafat, Netanyahu
vow to overcome crisis

Page 8

Business

Kibria links new
lending to recovery
default loans

DSE index slides on

lower volume
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15 pc increase in

gas price likely

The government is actively
considering increase of gas
price by over 15 per cent from
next month as per recommen-
dations of a g?gh powered
committee, energy ministry
sources said.

The increase has become in-
evitable as the government is
comimitted to purchase gas from

rivate gas field developers
E'nm April next year at a rate
nearly double the current price,
the sources added.

The average price of gas per
1000 cubic feet which is now Tk
55 will rise to about Tk 63 if the
decision is taken. The govern-
ment will %urchanc gas from
private eld developers at a
rate of about Tk 90 per 1000 cu-

By Sharier Khan

. bic feet.

If the government does not
increase the price of gas now, it
will have to subsidise the gas to
be purchased from the British
company. Cairn from April
next and Occidental from
sometime later.

The announcement of new
pay scale is also influencing the
decision to increase the gas
price, the sources claimed.

As per the National Gas Pric-
ing Policy Formulation Com-
mittee’'s suggestion, the gov-
ernment has plans to increase

gas)pﬂce by about 80 per cent by
1

According to gas expert. the
agreed price of gas between the
government and foreign com-

panies was not realistic in the
context of the national econ-
omy. It will be difficult for the

pmgle to pay such high price, he

"This pricing is alright if one
compares it with the price of
furnace oil in the international
market. As per international
standard, the price of gas per
1000 cubic feet (or per unit)
should be equal to at least 75
per cent of the price of furnace
oil," the expert said, "But this is
not realistic if we consider the
economic situation of the coun-
try.”

However, if the government
does not increase the gas price
immediately, it will be severely

See Page 12 Col 3
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| Political activities

likely to be
banned at IU

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Oct 8: Authorities
of the Islamic Universily may
impose a ban on political activ-
ities on the campus for three
months from October 10, ac-
cording to sources.

The U Syndicate is likely to
take a decision to this effect at
its meeting tomorrow.

The Liaison Committee. in a
reporl prepared in consultation
with student leaders and sub-
mitted to Vice-Chancellor Prof
Kayesuddin recently suggested
the ban, the sources said.

The Liaison Committee in-
cludes Dr Abdul Karim Khan,
Proctor, Selim Toha, Internal
Law Adviser and Harun-Ur-
Rashid Ashkari.

The Syndicate may also take
decisions to reintroduce one-
day weekly holiday as dema-
nded by students and introduce
five new departments, the
sources said.
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Parties can

at any open space,
not on streets: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said here yesterday that
the political parties, from now
on; could hold public meetings
at any Elaygmund Or Open space
other than on roads and streets,
reports BSS,

She was exchanging views
with the leaders of Bangla-
desher Samajtantrik Dal (BSD-
Khalequzzaman) as part of her
discussion session with po-liti-
cal parties at her office in the
afternoon.

During the session they ex-
changed views on different is-
sues including political, social
and economic affairs of the
country.

The Prime Minister said
that she had given a standing
order to arrest anybody, who-
ever he might be to be found to
destabilise social order or cre-
ate terrorism in society.

Sheikh Hasina said that be-
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BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWAR!I GREEN,
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hold rallies

fore fixing seven venues in the
capital for public meetings the
Dhaka City Corporation con-
vened all-party meetings but
the BNP did not tum up.

While discussing various is-
sues the Prime Minister said
that a buffer stock of fertiliser
had been built up to keep its
price stable, stop smuggling and
provide it to the farmers timely
at fair price.

The Prime Minister further
sald that because of the far-
sightedness and timely mea-
sures ol the government there
was no famine in the country
for the last 15 months.

The BSD leaders appreciated
the government for designating
seven places for holding public
meetings.

Led by party convenor
Khalequzzaman the BSD dele-
gation included, among others,

See Page 12 Col 1
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PW-21 at Bangabandhu murder trial

Despite repea

ted notices by the D

i ‘ =

ka City Corporation, various political parties
on pavements of different city roads. Two such structures — one of the ruling party at Phulbaria

''''''''''

...

not vet dismantled their offices

S =t

(Right) and the

other of Opposition BNP's youth front at Kaptan Bazar Market Complex — are seen in the ncture, -

M ol

=

i

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman
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Thousands of Burmese Mus-
from the Rakhaine
(Arakan} State of Myanmar.

| known as Rohingyas, fled into

southeastern Bangladesh dur-

. ing the first half of 1997, ac-

' cordin

to Amnesty Interna-
tional (Al).

Stating this in its recent re-

| port titled ‘Myanmar/Bangla-

desh: Rohingyas — The Search

. for Safety’, Al said, unlike the

more than 250,000 Rohingya
refugees who came to Bangla-

| desh in 1991 and 1992, these
. new arrivals are largely living
. in local villages rather than in

d ated refugee camps.
| stimates ol Rohingyas who
- have recently arrived in

. Bangladesh in the first half of

fresh influx. Al said. "Bangla-

1997 vary widely from 2,000 to
20.000, reports Al. adding 'be-
cause these new arrivals tend
not to enter refugee camps and
instead stay in local villages. it
is impossible to be more precise
about their numbers."

Against the backdrop of

Fresh Rohingya influx
In Bangladesh: Al

By Staff Correspondent

desh needs continued interna-
tional support to ensure that
the refugees are given pro-
tection and an appropriate level
of treatment. Mass flights of
refugees are an international
responsibility; countries that
happen to be the nearest point
of safety should not be left
alone to bear that responsibil-
ity."

Al further noted that the
refugee burdens Bangladesh and
Thailand face make it even
more imperalive for the inter-
national community. including
both governments and inter-
governmental organizations, to
increase pressure on the SLORC,
Myanmar's military authori-
ties, to improve its human
rights record.

The Al report said, in the
past 18 months, as Rohingya
reflugees were repatriated from
Bangladeshi camps to the Rek-
haine State. other Rohingyas
have fled into Bangladesh.
some because of human rights

See Page 12 Col 8

Maj Rashid ordered troops to

get ready for emergency duty

Major Khandker Abdur
Rashid, a few hours before the
August 15, 1971, killing, or-
dered his troops to get ready
with arms and ammunition for
"special emergency duty.”

Rashid, uﬁw was then Lhe
Commanding Officer of Two
Field Artillery Regiment, in-
specting the arms of his troops,
also ordered them to take nec-
essary ammunition, said Lance
Naik |retd) Abdul Khaleque, the
21st prosecution witness in the
Bangabandhu Murder Case, re-
ports UNB.

Making his deposition be-
fore the court yesterday,
Khaleque, 44, said CO Major
Hashig along with Major Muhi-
uddin, Capt Bazlul Hluda and

some other "unknown’ army of
licers came to themn at about 2
am and passed the order.

He said the troops took am-
munitien from a truck when
the Battery Havilder Major,
probably named Kalam, divided
them into a lew sections and
ordered each section to get into
trucks which brought them to
Road-32 at Dhammondi at about
4 Lo 4:30 am.

The witness, who was a sol-
dier ot Papa Battery of 2-Field
Artillery Regiment, said that on
August 14 1975 they had a pro-
granune ol night training and
the troops alh:r having their
dinner h.-.h in at MT Garage.

By the order of the Battery
Havilder Major, he said, they

took arins without ammunition
and later went to New Airport
in a road march probably under
the command of Second Lieu-
tenant Hasan.

At about 9 pm. he said. they
reached the New Airport and
took rest for some time Capt
Mostafa and 2nd Lt Hasan then
briefed them on the night train-
ing and later took them to the
southern end of the runway

"As we were dozing on the
runway Major Rashid. Major
Muhiuddin, Capt Bazlul Huda
and some other unknown army
olficers came there when the CO
informed them of the special
emergency duty and passed the
order *

See Page 12 Col 4
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Bhola 1s only accessible by waterways from outside. Bus services are

available within the

Yisland. The picture taken in Shaheber Hat river near Tungibaria on October 2 shows a bus-
being transported to Bhola from Barisal in a makeshift ‘ferry’, joining two country boats.

India, Pakistan
expel each
other’s visa

officer

NEW DELHI, Oct 8: India and
Pakistan have expelled each
other's visa officers accusing
them of spying. an official sais
today. reports AP

Indian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Raghav Bal Mad-
hekar said Pakistan's diplomat
in New Delhi, Murad Baluch,
was ordered on Monday to
leave, hours after Islamabad
expelled an Indian visa officer

Madhekar described as a
‘total fabrication’ Pakistan's
charge that Indian officer Surjit
Chaudhury had indulged in
‘activity Incompatible with
diplomatic status * Islamabad
did not officially react to he In
dian action.

Six weeks ago, both nations
expelled two staff members of
their embassies.

See Page 12 Col 8

Pak cricketers
make history

RAWALPINDI, Oct B Pak
istan's lower order, led by cen
tury-making debutant Azhar
Mahmood, were in record
breaking form as the home side
scored 456 in their first innings
on the third day of the first Test
against South Africa today, re-
ports Reuter.

Pakistan had been 231 for
eight but numbers 8. 10 and 11
scored 128, 45 and 59 respec-

tivchlz'.
ahmood, resuming on 72,
hit 128 not out to join fellow
debutant Ali Nagvi (115) in the
record books. It was first time
in the 121-year-old history of
Test cricket that two debutants
have scored centuries for the
same team in an innings.
Mahmood also became the
fifth batsman in history to
have scored a century on his de-
but while batting at number
eight or below.

The 22-year-old local boy,
together with last man Mushtaq

See Page 12 Col 6
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Queen Elizabeth's call to
end Indo-Pak hostility

ISLAMABAD. Oct 8: Queen
Elizabeth today urged reconcil-
lation between Imha and Pak-
istan. but Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif said an end to
their 50 years of hostility
hinged on a solution to the dis-
pute over Kashmir, reports
AFP.

In a speech Lo a special sit-
ting of the two houses of the
Pakistan parliament, the
British monarch said Pakistan
and India have a "leading role”
to play in realising South Asia's
"fu?l potential "

The Queen, who arrived on
Tuesday for a six-day state visit
to mark Pakistans’ 5‘1{}111 year of
independence, will also go to
India celebrating its Golden
Jubilee after the partition of the

sub-continent in 1947
The Queen did not refer
specifically to the Kashmir dis

pute. a malignant tumour in

Indo-Pakistan relations, but
welcomed recently opened bi-
lateral talks urging them to set-
tle “"historic” disagreements.

"It is surely right. on this
50th anniversary of the inde-
pendence of both countries, to
take stock and renew efforts to
end historic disagreements,”
she told a packed house at-
tended by over 200 MPs.

"We all know, from experi-
ence, that animosity retards
development that develop-
ment requires trust ... that lack
of trust closes off opportuni-
ties." the 71-year-old monarch
said.

“There are few areas of the
world where development is so
acutely needed as in this sub-
continent.

‘It brings the friends of both
countries only pleasure to see
the commitment both have

See Page 12 Col 7

Kibria assures donors of
implementing reforms

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria has reaffirmed the gov-
ernment 8 commitment lo-
wards implementation of the
reforms, reports UNB

In a meeting with the donors
representatives in the city yes-
terday, he apprised them of var
ious reformm measures taken up
by the government in different
sectors for speedy economics
development of the country.

The Finance Minister also
highlighted the salient features
of upward trends in the eco
nomic growth as part of gov-
ernment intervention to bring
back discipline in the economic
and financial sectors

The donors discussed at
length on different aspects of
the unguin% reform agenda and
with regard to inter-related is-
sues as provision of credit to the
private sector and speedy im
plementation of aided projects

They also discussed on
maintaining quality in public

expenditure and devising ways
and means of more effective de-
velopment co-operation. said
an official handout.
Exchanging views on various
aspects of the economy, Kibria
rr};"r!‘d to the different eco-
nomic indicators and main-

tained that these indicators re-
flected the economy as being
good, sound and stable.

In this regard. he referred to
the rate of inflation. the in-
creasing trend in export growth,
the rise of remittances. the
steady level of foreign exchange
reserves. and the trend of in-
crease in revenue collection, in
spite of initial shortfalls.

He. however, maintained
that efforts would be further
Intensified to increase the level
of reserves.

The minister informed the
donors about the concerted ef-
forts of the governiment to speed
up the privatisation process,

See Page 12 Col 7
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Govt's neglect hampering growth of pvt sector tourism industry

By Naimul Haq

Growth of private sector
tourism industry, offering to
operate complete package tours,
is virtually nil. No progress has
been made towards achieve-
ment of targets of the ]atest
plans in for this sector.

Only a handful of private
tour companies are operating
‘It is very sad that the country
could not see growth of private
tour operators due to govern-
ment s neglect of the sector " al-
leged the owner of a private tour
operator. Despite bright
prospects of private sector
tourism. the authorities con-

cerned failed to take proper
steps for its development, said
an entrepreneur working in
this field for over 10 years

A National Tourism Policy
was prepared in 1992 to give a
boost to the industry. "None of
the recommendations in the
policy has so far been properly
implemented ' claimed the en
trepreneur

Absence of a coordinated
policy and sufficient allocation
of funds stood in the way of de-
velopment of private sector
tourism._According to a study. it
has not been possible to attract

domestic as well as foreign in-
vestiments in private sector
lourism,

The reason, many interested
entreprensurs say, is lack of
initiative from, the government.

In certain cases, Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation (BPC) re-
fused to take private package
tour developers into cognizance
when they asked for sugges-
tions.

Showing a documentary evi-
dence to this correspondent, an

entrepreneur said. "The attitude
is completely negative "
An executive of the Tourism

Developers Association of
Bangladesh (TDAB) said, "The
revious governments did not
ulfil any of their commitments
to develop the sector.”

In 1989, a French hotel re-
sort chain — Club-5 — had sent a
team to Bangladesh to explore
prospects of developin
tourism. They went back wit
no follow-up steps.

A disappointed private
tourism developer, operating
for over seven years, said, "How
can one start something when
the door is shut? Whatever we
have set up. i1s without any sup

port from the authorities con
cermed

It may be mentioned here
that places like Mahasthan
garh, Madhabkunda, Madhab
}l.:ur [Lake, Sylhet tea gardens,

emple of Kantaji, Hiron point,

off-shore islands in Cox's
Bazar, Chittagong Hill Tracts,
Mongla Port areas, Paharpur
and the Sundarbans are some of
the many attractive tourist
spots in the count

According o BPC stalistics,
the number of tourists is in-
rrenllng every year Lasl year,
over 1,600,000 tourists arrived

followed by 1,566,231 in 1995
and little over 1.40.122 in 1994,
According to Bangladesh
Bank sources, foreign exchange
earned [rom tourism sector in
the last one decade fromn 1986
stood at Tk 57913.21 million.
BPC is the only authorised
government body to conduct all
activities concerning tourism
in the country, maintai
tmternationn standard,
claimed a high official of BPC.
When contacted he said, "We
have created an atmosphere for
private investors to develop a

See Page 12 Col 8

By Staff Correspondent

Eight officials of the Bureau
of Anti-Corruption were sus-

nded yesterday because of al-
eged irregularities in their ap-
pointments, according to ut?l-
cial sources.

Seven of them are of the
rank of Deputy Director (DD)
and one is district Anti-Cor-
ruption Officer. Of the DDs, five
were based in Dhaka one in
Chittagong and one in Comilla
the district level officer was in
Moulvibazar.

The Bureau which is under
the Prime Minister's office ini-
tiated the action following an
enquiry into the alleged irregu-
larities.

Pay Commission
award breach
of AL’s election
pledge: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has termed the new Pay
Commission award for public
servants "another document of
breach of election pledge” by the
Awami League government.

“With the implementation of
the Pay Commission award,
majority of the government
employees, belonging to class-
IIl and class-IV in particular,
will have little rise in their
salaries. The pay rise is not at
all consistent with the infla-
tion, contrary to government
claims,” BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan MP
said in a press statement yes-
terday.

Mannan Bhuiyan asserted
that the rise in salaries won't
cope with the essential com-

See Page 12 Col 7

Clash at Mongla
Port leaves
25 injured

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 8: The situa-
tion at Mongla Port deterio-
rated today after clashes left at
least 25 dock workers and two
security guards injured in the
last 48 hours. :

Loading and unloading of
ships remained suspended as
the dock workers “continued
their strike demanding booking
for casual workers. The strike
will continue, said a leader of
Dock Workers-Management
Board,

At least 13 foreign ships are
awaiting unloading, sources
said.

The first clash took place on
Tuesday noon when the Traffic
Division of the Port Authority
made an attempt to send a con-
tainer to Khulna despite strong
resistance by the striking dock

workers.
See Page 12 Col 2

Biman flights
in Dhaka-Ctg
route inadequate

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 8: Bi-
man's flights between Chit-
tagong and Dhaka have de-
creased over the past few
months although the number of
passengers increased during the
period.

Biman officials here said
that shortage of aircraft forced
reduction of flights in the route.

Now, only three flights a day
are scheduled from the port city
against a demand for more than
four flights. officials said.

Two F-28 and one ATP air-
craft are in operation in the
route. If any of the three air-
craft is grounded for any rea-~ .
son. the number of flights re-
duced further, they added.

Business people particularly
foreign buyers and investors of
Chittagong Export Processing
Zone are worst affected.

Flights before 8 am and in
the evening period are very
convenient for business people
who shuttle between Chittagong
and Dhaka on business pur-

. But there has been no such
ight in the past few months.

Very often. many passengers

. See Page 12 Col 6
Bodies of eight
missing fishermen
recovered

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 8: Eight de-
composed bodies of missing
fishermen were recovered by
the owner of the missing fish-
ing boat from the sea beach and
Dhalchar of Bhola district
during the last three days.

Of them, three bodies were
recovered and identified by
their relatives as Abdul Hagq,
24, Mahafuz, 23 and Abdur
Rahim, 31. They hailed from
Telekhali under Bhandaria
thana of Pirojpur district.

According to Parerhat Fish-
erman Co-operative Associa-
tion, 38 fishermen were miss-
Ing with three fishing trawlers
and are feared dead.

Five bodies were recovered
from Dhalchar were identified
by the owner of the fishin
trader, Alam Mirdha, as Yusuf,

30, Forkhan 32, Ahmad Gha-
rani, 35, Arshed All, 50, and
Shah Alam of Bakulbaria vil-
lage under Galachipa thana of
Patuakhali.



