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For Tagore education was a
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ticism is death to
human mind. Think of man
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that such education might pose
to their imperial domination.
The system is incapable of pro-

the kind ple who
will take part in the building of
a nation.

Our educatien system di-
vorces us frem our rural roots.
The heart of our nation still lies
in the thousands of villages

throughout the country. Higher
education, however is to be ob-

tained only in urban areas and
once equipped with the requi-
site we never return to
the . The education sys-

tem, therefore robs us of our
empattllz and relationship to
rural ;

Removed from the harsh re-
ality of rural life we forget that
this country is built on the
backs of those giving manual
labour. We lose our respect for
the millions of people who give
their labour to provide us with

our city based life stvle. U;i]ulgg
the toil of our citizens must

regained.

Our education system is suf-
focating under political vio-
lence and tyranny. Incidents of
:lnu(ﬁht:r. intimidation and
banditry are commonplace in
our education establishments.
Our students’ energies are being
wasted as are recruited as
political thugs to engage in the

tics of violence and disrup-

. Politics has replaced edu-
cation, classes are devalued and
learning is arrested. Students
have become cynical. politi-
cally craft and alienated. Dur-
ing the 70s. 80s, and 90s univer-
sities have remained closed for
up to half of the academic year
forcing those who have money
to send their children abroad
Ilbﬂrﬁl education. (Novak, 1993, p.

Development Issues

This coun lacks the [acil-
ities to teach the subjects that it
is most sorely in need of. If one
were to su the courses of

ﬁ'{ ]
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Bmﬁad:sh's universities one
would find a meagre selection of
environmental science subjects
and a complete lack of devel-

opment stu
in our educational offe

. With such a gap
s our

students are forced to go abroad
to pursue their studies in these

areas. The

tise in these

fields is to be found in developed

countries. It is

in these

countries that development
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A Vision for Higher Education

by Munir S Kazi

We want to see year 2000 as a beginning of a new era — our universities wi

€ jree jrom

political tyranny and violence. We want to be proud of our educational institutions. We

theories and 1})011-:1::3 are formu-
lated ready for implementation
in countries such as
Bangladesh. Since the policy
makers are frequently divorced
from the reality of development
in the lesser develo nations
their models and analytical
tools fail to meet real needs.
Development has come to mean
short term economic gains with
little concern for justice, inclu-
sion or sustainability,

Time and time again models
of development produced in the
West have been exposed as
faulty, inequitable and un-
workable. There is a growing
need for an alternative vision
of development; a vision that
should be created in the nations
where it will be implemented.

Some of the most successful
development organisations ex-
ist in Bangladesh. Bangladeshi
NGOs reach millions of poor ru-
ral people with a development
strategy that provides basic
needs such as education, health
and employment opportunities.
It is undoubtedly true, as recent
studies have shown, that they
having an impact on the lives of
the poor people of this country.
However, their contribution to
the economic development of
this country has yet to be estab-
lished.

Despite the seemingly suc-
cessful interventions of NGOs
the number of poor people in
Bangladesh is ever increasing.
NGOs find themselves operating
in a hostile environment such
that their goals are becoming
unreachable. They face opposi-
tion from society at large who
are distrustful of the efforts of
these organisations to bring
about social change. Govern-
ment antipathy is another
hurdle for NGOs to overcome. It
is only recently that develop-
ment organisations have come
to see the relevance of policy

advocacy to their work with the

l:voor people of this country. But
s this enough? How can the

overwhelming apathy of the

people of this country be com-
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want to be proud af our students as well.

IN
HIM A

v
LEVER FOR

bated? How can a nation of dis-
believers and cynics be trans-
formed into a {:;d of people
committed to the development
of this country?

Global Trends

Several global trends experi-
enced during the 80s, including
those related to ecology, inci-
dence of poverty, communal
violence, drugs, population
growth, refugees, trade and debt
suggest a breakdown in the sys-
tems by which human societies
manage their relations with
each other. The number of vic-
tims of violence is increasing
and the nature of this violence
is changing. Formerly war took
place between nation states
while latterly the combatants
are political. ethnic or religious
factions. Poverty and unendin
environmental and socia
degradation have given rise to a
sense of hopelessness and frus-
tration amongst the disadvan-
taged ol this world. The result-
ing anger breeds violence that is
most immediately turned
against one's neighbour. The
populations of Sri Lanka, India
and Burma are witness to this
phenomenon. This is a violence
that can never be solved by con-
ventional warfare resulting in
victory of one state over an-
other. Only by relieving human
crisis can reconciliation take

lace. (Korten, 1990, pp. 222,

We are undoubtedly commit-
ted to relieving the suffering of
humanity yet the number of
poor and disadvantaged is ever
increasing. Why is it that even
though we are committed to de-
velopment it does not seem to be
taking place? Faulty develop-
ment paradigms developed in
wealthy nations based on short
term economic gains have
failed to produce increases in
human wealth. There exists a
need for a new development
paradigm based on justice, sus-
tainability and inclusiveness.
This alternative vision of de-
velopment should be created by
wealthy and poorer countries

By Hanna-Barbera

DRAWN BY JOHN McLUSKY

HIS ¥ HILARIOUS! AND
WILL| THE FUNNY THING
'SIMESI YGJ
MIGHT JUST BE
RIGHT !

Japanese Ambassador Yoshikaju Kaneko called on
Commerce and Industries Minister Tofael Ahmed at his

office yesterday.

Japan to increase Govt firm to check )

import from
Bangladesh

Jagan will increase import
from Bangladesh and is willing
Lo support water resources pro-
Jects in the Ganges basin, re-
ports UNB.

Japanese Ambassador Yo-
shikaju Kaneko said this while
talking to Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed at his office yesterday.

Kaneko infnrmcme com-
merce minister that he was
constantly pursuing the Japa-
nese investors to invest in

adesh.

e Japanese envoy ob-
served despite some political
instability. the government was
able to create a conducive envi-
ronment for trade and invest-
ment here.

Appreciating Japan's will-
ingness, Tofael said the gov-
ernment is providing allout fa-
cilities to the foreign investors
to expand trade and invest-
Il?lmt.

— PID photo

smuggling: Kibria
Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday expressed de-
termination of the government
to check smuggling saying it
was not cun]fr jeopardising the
existence of local industries but
also depriving the government
of its due revenue, reports BSS.
The minister assured a dele-
%a”unn of Bangladesh Textile
ing and Printing Industries
Association that he would take
initiative for strong steps to
stop sm ing and if necessary
the issue would be raised in the
inter-ministerial meeting.

Obituary

Nuruddin Ahmed. a retired
joint commissioner of taxes.
died of heart failure at 2 pm yes-
terday at his Lalmatia residence
in the city. He was. 75, says a
press release.

The deceased is the elder
brother of Faruquddin Ahmed
economic advisor to Bangla-
desh Bank. e

_ trop

M| 'Computer software export

has high potentials'

The comumittee on ‘the prob-
lems and prospects of computer
software export’ yesterday
subinitted its report to the gov-
ernment with comments that
this sector has the potential to
be the highest revenue earner,

BUET Professor Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury. the convenor
of the 14-member committee,
formally presented the report to
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed at his office
yesterday.

The 13-page report identifies
major problems hampering the
growth of software industry in
the country and recommends
solutions.

"Soltware industry in Bang-
ladesh has potentials. Imple-
mentation of the recommen-
dations of the report will enable

B adesh to emerge as one of
the leading software exportin

countries in the world.” Pro

Chowdhury observed.

Problems in four functional
areas — fiscal, human resource
development. infrastructure
and marketing — have been
identified as impediments in
the flourishment of this sector

The committee, formed as
per decision of the national
task force on export last June,
made 45 recommendations, in-
cluding some short term and
medium term actions, in the
four functional areas to over-
come the problems and barri-
€rs.

In the fiscal area, the com-
mittee recommended a 10-year
tax holiday for the export-ori-
ented software and data pro-
cessing services industry. [t
also suggested government
funds for market promotion
and research.

In human resources devel-

| opment area, upgradation of

Bangladesh Computer Council
to a division with sufficient au-
thority and introduction of
computer studies at schools and
colleges as compulsory subjects
have been suggested.

Enactment of law for the

protecuon of intellectual prop-
erty rights. establi<liment of in-

ternet mode i the country and
seiting up of an information
technology village have been
recommend in the infrastruc-
lure area.

The suggestions in the mar-
keting area include arrange-
ment of meetings, seminars in
the potential markets including
the USA, sending marketing
missions abroad and setting up
permanent liaison offices in
the dominant IT markets.

The committee also sugges-
ted forming a standing commi-
ttee comprising experts, busi-
ness leaders and executives to
formulate and implement
policies, strategies and action
plans for promotion of software
export and data processing ser-
vices.

AUB executive MBA

programme from Jan

Asian University of Bangla-
desh (AUB) will offer 'Executive
MBA programme’' (evenin
session) from January 199
with the objective to produce
efficient managers, corporate
leaders and executives. The
total cost is Tk 75,000, dura-
tion. 1 year 8 months, says a
press release.

AUB will run MBA regular
proFrarnmeu (day & evening) as
well Interested candidates may
contact AUB admission office
for further information
(Telephones: 892366. 8961 16).
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flict through a process of cross-
cultural understa and mu-
tual respect between peoples.
The link between peace and de-
velopment will be traced and
new development visions
founded on humanism will be
sought. Through advocacy and
development education the

Vision: An economically University will build commit-
ment around these new visions

and culturally wealthy | working with the rural peo-

working together. The interde-
dence of all natiens should
recognized. Development
should not be seen as the
wealthy nations aiding the less
wealthy but as the cooperation

ﬂ]; all nations for mutual bene-

nation free from violence ple. the youth of this country,
. . . . academics, government and
in which the cantﬂbut.mn national andginternaunnal de-
of every member of society velopment organizations.
is recognized.
Goals
Mission * To produce, through the

process of education, a body
of skilled, thinking people
committed to the building of
our nation.

¢ To promote cross-cultural
understanding and the
peaceful resolution of con-
flict at the national and
global level.

* To empower the poor and

Universities will create a
pedagogy that will encourage
analytical and ecritical think-
ing, creativity and a question-
ing attitude to society. Students
will be encouraged to experience
the world both critically and
cotnpassionately. The %ru]iy
will be devoted to the task of
producing committed, skilled 1
ma:]d pﬂlitﬁally} a}stute individ- alleviate thetr poverty.
uals capable of playing a role in
the Iniikting of a nation Pedagogy and Philosophy

University will investigate e The educational programme
commmunal, ethnic and religious will produce students with
conllict, particularly at the re- both creative and analytical
gional level, in order to pro- skills. Memorisation, twrote
mote peaceful resolution of con- learning and exam oriented

Universities —

Che Dhily Mar 5

courses dominated by one
way lecturing will not be
Jound in the University's
curricula.

e Students will take ultimate
responsibility for their own
learning through the use of
learning contracts, self and
peer assessment. The
teacher’'s role will be to fa-
cilitate learning while act-
ing as a spiritual, moral and
intellectual guide.

* Interactive lectures will be
supplemented by seminars,
small group work and stu-
dent presentations.

* Experiment-based educa-
tional practices such as in-
ternships, field placements,
work study assignments,
structured exercises, role
plays and gaming simula-
tions will be a feature of the
new University.

e Experiential learning will

Jfacilitate the student’'s abil-

ity to link theory and prac-
tice. University will be rural
set in a model village provid-
ing for constant contact with
rural life for both students
and faculty. The students
will be in
rural people which will
again emphasize the link be-
tiveen theory and practice.

* Students will be e ted to
develop a sense of compas-
sion and empathy and un-

derstanding of the rural peo-

ple of this country.

To foster this understanding
both students and faculty
members will be required to
tuke part in farming. con-

examination, Birat
Chandra Mandol was more a
worried man than happy. His

dilemma: the higher education
the sons want, but his wife is
too afraid to send them to a
university campus.

Mandol shares his wife's
concern too. even though he
dares disappoint his brilliant
s0ns.

"l certainly will like to see
my sons in a university. But |
can't also ignore my wife's fear
about the bloodshed in the
campuses,” said Mandol, a pri-
mary school teacher at ﬁa-
likoni thana in Madaripur dis-
trict. !

The couple's concern reflects
the sorry situation of univer-
sitgv education in the country.
While campuses are being
wracked by armed clashes be-
tween rival groups of political
students that even Ed to
deaths, the quality of education
is also declining at an alaring

'~ Consfder Dhaka University
'which used to be known as the
Oxford of the East. It used to be.
That means it was in the past.
Today, it is not even mentioned
among the top universities of
Asia — not to speak of the
world.

As the "Oxford of East” lost
its glory for terrorism and
nasty politics, the affluent sec-
tion ol the society is sending
their children abroad for
higher education. A good num-
ber of these students never re-
turn to the motherland because
jobs are in short supply. Thus
while the parents spend scarce
loreign currencies on them, the
country is deprived of their tal-
ent a edge.

According to official statis-
tics. over two lakh students
leave the country for higher ed-
ucation abroad every year.

Recently the Asia Week mag-
azine carried a report on educa-

tion with the names of top 50
in

educational institutions
Asia, where the Dhaka Univer-
sity is painfully missing.

olitan

of .Hbr:ury research and unscheduled closure of
universities are among main reasons behind the fall of

standard in higher education.

Tokyo University to the
list [%lluwrrd hi; Eﬂher
Japanese institution Kyoto
University. Delhi University of
neighbouring India and
Colombo University of Sri
Lanka are among the top 50.

According to a report pub-
lished by Bangladesh Univer-
sity Grants Commission in
1996. inadequate fund, lack of
library research and unsched-
uled closure of universities are
among main reasons behind
the fall of standard in higher
education.

There are 17 private univer-
sities alongside the 11 public
ones. The UGC report not only
blamed the public séctor uni-
versities, for, poor qualily of ed-
ucalion, the private unjversities
are also no better.

The Federation of
Bangladesh University Teach-
ers Association recently organ-
ised a seminar in Dhaka on
"Education in Bangladesh at
University Level: [ts Problems
and Solution” with President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed as
its Chief guest.

~ Speaking on the occasion,
the President regretted that the
standard of education in
Bangladesh fell to a level that
our degrees nowadays cannot
achieve recognition from out-
side world.

Justice Ahmed blamed party
politics for the gradual decline
in quality of our education.
"Party politics of the university
teachers has fueled the students
politics,” he lamented.

As per the 1973 University

Ordinance, a universit

any other citizen. But most of-
ten than not the right

blurred. Political faith degen-
erates into partisan politics.

teacher
has the right to do politics like

gets

HERE and THERE

BRAC

The children of BRAC non-

formal primary schools., with
the help of their teachers, have
planted seven lakh four thou-

sand trees in three months, be-
ginning from July

Under its 'Bonosree’ pro
gramme, the saplings were dis-
tributed to the students in
eleven thousand BRAC schools
in 45 districts. Each child was
given two saplings, one for
wood and the other for fruits.
Under the supervision of the
teachers, the trees were planted
around their homes and
schools, says a press release.

The rural development pro-
gramme of BRAC supplied the
saplings and provided training
on planting and nurturing.
BRAC programme supervisors.
the teachers and the parents
will monitor the care and

growth of the trees.
City Dental
College

The City Dental College ac-
corded a reception to the {resh-
ers on Saturday, report BSS

Dr. Mozammel Hussain,
State Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Women and Children Af-
lairs attended the reception as

chiel guest.

The reception which was fol
lowed by a discussion was
esided over by Prof Dr. Mo-
ammad Ishaq while it was ad-
dressed by founder secretary of
Bangabandhu Parishad and
journalist Aminul [slam Bedu.

Oxford Int’l
School

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak yesterday called
for building the future genera-
tion with orientation in scien-
tific and technological educa-
tion, reports BSS

Speaking as the chief guest
at the inaugural function of the
annual science fair and paint-
ing exhibition, organised by Ox-
ford International School at
Dhanmondi. the minister
pleaded for an education system
suiting the needs of the time for
over all development of the
country.

Shipping Minister ASM Ab-
dur Rob spoke on the occasion
as special quest.

esided over b
man of the schoo

the chair-
managing

committee, Shawkat Hossain,
the function was also addressed
by principal of the school,
Ayesha Hossain Shahnila and

ce principal Abdul Malek Ra-
ton.

Dry weather is likel
next ?,2 4

o Weatherg &
Dry weather forecast

to continue across the country in the

hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Met office says day
unchanged durii

recorded at Sitakunda and

emperature may remain nearly

the period through

Country's highest temperature 24.7 degrees
lowest 21.3 degrees at

out the country.
elsius was

The sun sets today at 5:40 pm and rises tomorrow at 5: am.

Dr Aminul Islam, Dean of
the Dhaka University Arts Fac-
ulty, said. while doing politics a
teacher should not mix teach-
ing with his political beliefs.
“In the past the university
teachers.” he said, "were sincere
in discharging their duties, but
today they have lost respect to
their own profession. That's
why the standard of higher edu-
cation is declining day by day."

University teachers are also
accustomed to leave the country
and stay abroad for years to-

ether keeping the post vacant,
me of them even get involved
with big organisations in the
country either on deputation or
as consultants. ; 8
-« There have been reports that
some of th
teachers take class in private
universities without taking
prior permission from the au-
thorities concerned, creating
problem in their own institu-
tions.

According to a survey, one-
fourth of the Dhaka University
teachers always stay on leave
while the posts of 276 teachers
have been lying vacant for a
long time. ‘

rof Aminul Islamm said a
good number of teachers,
meanwhile, returned as the
university authorities had
taken effective measures in this
regard. The efforts would con-
tinue to force the remaining
teachers back home.

The number of teachers in
Dhaka University was also said
to be inadequate in comparison
with the growing number of
students.

The UGC report showed that
the teachers-students ratio is

not satisfactory, In 1996, the to-

tal number of students was
66461 while that of teachers

lication

frect contact with

Participants réviewing and cnmnnting UN pub-
titled 'Children of Bangladesh and their Rights'

struction and maintenance

activities in order to under- -
stand the value of manual
labour,

* While it is expected that, as a
result of their studies, the
students become politically
conscious, political faction-
alism will at no time be lol-
erated on the campus.

The academic programme
will provide the students with
stimulating courses that will
meet their needs and produce
people with skills that this
country requires. Education
will be nrfanised around an in-
terdisciplinary approach in
which the students cover a
broad range of subjects neces-
sary to"produce a well rounded,
knowledgeable person. Devel-
opment studies will be a com-
pulsory subject for all students.

Tgnlgethcr with millions of
Bangladeshi’'s I'm applauding
His Excellency President of
Bangladesh for his remarkable
comments on our existing edu-
cation system and students pol-
itics. We want to see year 2 a
beginning of a new era — our
universities will be free from

litical tyranny and violence.

e went to be proud of our edu-
cational institutions. We want

to be proud of our students as
well.

The author, a PhD is a
Bangladeshi by birth, living in
Europe from childhood. Since
1994 he has been working peri-
odically in Bangladesh consul-
tancy in various fields.

No More Ideal for Learning!

According to a re?ﬂrr published by Bangladesh Univer-
sity Grants Commission in 1996, inadequate fund, lack

was 3888, showing the ratio one
teacher each to 17 students. The
standard ratio is one teacher
for 10 students.

When asked whether the va-

required

Yo
public university of atten

cant posts of the teachers will
be filled up, Vice-Chancellor
Prof AK Azad Chowdhury said
the university has no plan to
fill up all the posts at a time. "It
would be done in phases." he
said.

Lack of accommodation is
another minus point. Dhaka
University was designed to im-
part education to 8-9 thousand
students, but the present en-
rollment of the wuniversity
would be more than 30,000.

There is also lack of sincer-
ity among the students as well
as the teachers to abide the
university rules and regula-
tions. For example, for a stu-
dent to appear in the examina-
tion 75 per cent attendance is a
must. But the provision is
hardly followed. e authori-
ties are kind enough to show the
rcentage regardless
ce' by the student
concerned. « . o4&l

S0 an impression has devel-
oped over the years that admis-
sion into a university is much
more difficult than passing it
out.

About the present state of
education, Provost of Sir F
Rahman Hall Dr Harun-ur-
Rashid accused the political
ggrtits of breaking down back-

ne of education. "It's the poli-
tics which is to blame for this
situation.”

To get rid of this unpleasant
situation, Dr Rashid, a teacher
of Political Science. called for
bridging the gap hytween the
ruling party and the bpposition.
He also stressed on formulating
a sustainable education policy
and a ten-year planning.

That makes little sense to
hundreds of parents like Man-

dol.

True, they worry about
falling education standard. But
what they dread most is the
deaths on the campus.

— Newvs Network
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at 1ts launching ceremony yesterday.

12 lakh MT rice
for cyclone
victims

The government will dis-
tribute 12 lakh metric tons of
rice, worth Taka one crore fifty
lakh and twenty-eight thou-
sand, through 37,300 vulnera-
ble group feeding (VGF) cards in
the nine cyclone-affected
coastal districts for the next
two months, reports BSS.

A press release issued by the
Ministry of Disaster Manage-
ment and Relief said yesterday
that each VGF card-holding
!'amil*lwlll get 16 kg of rice per
month.

Of the total cards, 29,000
cards have been issued among
the distressed lg:.«:l::lph: of the
badly-affected Bhola district,
followed by 4 800 in Laxmipur
and 3,500 in Noakhali districts.

The government has so far
distributed cash amounting to
Tk six lakh seventy five thou-
sand, 320 metric tons of rice
worth about Tk forty two lakh
;; tuitgélnrgéief, 5[3 Flmi

sarees, 25, pleces ol lungis
and 500 tins of biscuits among
the affected people.

UNICEF report on
'Children of
Bangladesh’ launched

UNICEF Bangladesh for-
mally launched yesterday a new
report, titled "Children of
Bangladesh and their Rights."
which seeks to provide an
overview of the situation of
children in this country from
the point of view of the realisa-
tion of their rights under the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

The launch took the form of
a review and discussion meet-
ing with key child rights ex-
perts, representatives of NGOs
and the media, says a press re-
lease,

While covering a wide range
of issues, the report is
to stimulate discussion de-
bate within civil society, lead-
ing to a search for appropriate
solutions. Participants at the
launch explored ways and gave
feedback on how the report
should be used as a tool for de-
veloping practical approaches
to tor implementation of
the Convention, for promoting
awareness of it, for tifying

priority actions and for general
reference.



