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A clash between activists of Awami League and BNP at Saidabad in the city during

yesterday's barricade called by BNP.

Clashes mark barricade
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and so on. The programme was
also supported by six other
smaller parties — Jatiya Party
(Z-M), Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami
Oikya Jote, PNP, Jagpa and
Democratic League.

No inter-district transport
to and from the city operated
during the barricade hours al-
thuugi all the three terminals
were under the control of ruling

arty activists and police.
ere was no BNP bar on trans-
rt movement inside the city
ut only a few city service
transports were seen plying on
the streets under police protec-
tion besides a very small num-
ber of private cars. Rickshaws,
however, moved freely.

Train services to and from
Dhaka were paralysed as pro-
barricade activists barricaded

tracks at different points. Op-
eration of trains was disrupted
at Jamtoll and Chatmohor in
Siraﬂgan . Bejordanga in
Khulna, Moradah and Mirpur
in Kushtia, Sarishabari in Ja-
malpur, Laksam in Comilla.
Imambari. Gongasagar and
Akhaora in Brahmanbaria,
Jessore railway station and
Tengunia in the district,
Chandpur station, Nilganj in
Kishoreganj, Kahalu, Sonatola
and Bhelorpara in Bogra and
Talora in Lalmonirhat. a press
release issued by the police
headquarters in Dhaka said.

Following clashes between
rival political groups in Kush-
tia, police fired at least five
rounds of blank shots to dis-
perse the mob. The Deputy
Commissioner, when contacted
over phone, told The Daily Star
none received bullet injury dur-
ing the programmne hours.

In the city the areas where
chase and counter-chase be-
tween the rival political ac-
tivists took place included
Gabtali, Mirpur, Mahakhali,
chgaun. Jatrabari, Sadarghat
and Rampura.

Sporadic clashes led to clo-
sure of many shops in the areas.
Eighteen injured people. two of
them bullet-hit, were treated at
Dhaka Medical Culle%& Hospi-
tal and Mitiord Hospital,
sources in the hospitals said.

In some parts of the city, the
ruling party held anti-barricade
rallies. Kamal Majumder, a
ruling party MP from Mirpur
area, atfdressed such a rally at
the main gate of Gabtali bus
terminal at around 9:30 am.
Another rally was held at Ma-
hakhali at around 1:00 pm and
some ward level leaders of AL
were seen addressing it. AL leg-
islator from Dhanmondi-Mo-
hammadpur area Mokbul Hos-
sain also brought out an anti-
barricade procession.

Former home minister and

Standing Committee member of

Khaleda
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Matin Chowdhury and joint
secretary general Abdullah Al
Noman, who were injured dur-
ing the barricade programme.

She said the "subservient
and inefficient” government,
engaged in curbing the people's
democratic and human rights,
was not only using police
against the people, but also let-
ting loose the ruling party ter-
rorists with illegal arms.

"They are compelling the po-
lice to provide shelters to the
:;ﬁrcrurlnt? to prntﬁct them from

e's wrath,” Begum Zia
sﬂmding* "such ﬂlggual and
provocative activities by a gov-
ernment is unprecedented.”

She said BNP was continu-
ing the movement to realise the
d]unands and rights of the peo-
ple.

The BNP Chairperson
termed the government propa-
ganda against the democratic
movement as a heinous at-

BNP and Abdullah Al Noman,
joint secretary of the party,
were assaulted by anti-barri-
cade activists in Saidabad area
at around 10:00 am.

At Mahakhali, chase and
counter-chase between pro- and
anti-barricade activists took
lace at around 10:45 am. Anti-
arricade activists backed by
police chased away those sup-
porting the programme.

Clashes broke out in Tejgaon
area at about 8 am.

At Gabtali, clash started
when pro-barricade activists
aﬁpmachlng the terminal were
chased by those opposing the
barricade with the support of
police at about 8 am.

Police lobbed at least 20
rounds of tear gas shells and
also fired four rounds of rubber
bullets to disperse the clashing
groups.

Our Staff Correspondent re-

orted from Chittagong that
IVEé persons were in{urecl. two
with bullet, during clashes be-
tween the pro-and anti-barri-

" cade activists.

No inter-district bus could
operate during the barricade
hours. Movement of vehicles
inside the city was usual. Rail-
way sources said that train ser-
vice to and from the city also
remained normal.

Chase and counter chase
between the rival political ac-
tivists took place at different
areas of the city including Oxy-
gen Crossing, Moinnapukurpar
in Hathazari and Patenga Road.

Exchange of gun shots and
blasting of cocktails took place
at Oxygen Crossing during the
eight-hour long opposition pro-
gramme,

Police said the clash erupted
when a Sramik League proces-
sion came near a BNP rally at
Oxygen Crossing. Both the sides
also exchanged gun shots and
hurled cocktails at each other.
Police intervened and dispersed
the battling groups.

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ports from Khulna that at least
twenty activists of BNP, JCD,
Jubo Dal and Jatiyatabadi
Sramik Dal were injured in
clashes with those of AL, BCL
and Jubo League in different
parts of the city and under Rup-
sha and Dumuria thanas of the
district during the eight-hour
rail-road barricade.

BNP leaders claimed that
four of the injured people were
admitted to I{MCI-P in critical
conditions.

Movement of train to and
from Khulna railway station
was normal,

UNB reports from Lal-
monirhat: Fifty people, includ-
ing a TNO and six policemen,
were injured in a clash between
BNP and Awami League ac-
tivists at Mahendranagar rail-
way station yesterday.

Police said Sadar Thana
Nirbahi Officer, an ASP and the
OC of local police station were
among the injured. They were

Habitat Day
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dens, and providing health ser-
vices in all the localities.

The Prime Minister will at-
tend as chief guest a grand as-
sembly of homeless, slum
dwellers and poor people of
Dhaka city, organised by
Bangladesh Habitat Council, at
the National Parade Square at 3
pm today.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman, Post and
Telecommunications and Hous-
ing and Public Works Minister
Mohammad Nasim and State
Minister for Land Alhaj Rashed
Mosharraf will be special guests
at the function.

Housing and Public Works
Ministry in collaboration with
an NGO, Rehabilitation and De-

"They velopment Organisation for
the pe ple tlﬁﬁghn%h?l;ﬂgg? Lanj';css (RADOL), will organise
... they must fail in future 2 Public gathering and colourful
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admitted to Sadar hospital.

Witnesses said, the clash oc-
curred at about 9 am as several
thousand BNP activists
equipped with bows and arrows
put up barricade at the railway
station to disrupt train move-
ment.

In Chandpur, about 36 peo-
ple, including 16 cops, were in-
clashes between
demonstrators and police in the
town during the rail-road
blockade today. witnesses and
police said. Twelve protesters
were arrested from the scene.

Pickets and police chased
each other in the areas adjacent
to Akkas Ali High School,
Chandpur Railway Station and

Court Station in the morning.
witnesses said.

In Comilla, pro-blockade
activists attacked an Akhaura-
bound train from Noakhali
"Samatal Express” at Dharma-
pur rail crossing at about 10:30
am. They pelted stones and
damaged glasses of the engine
and assaulted its driver.

At about 12 noon, supporters
of Awami League and BNP
locked in a clash at
Shashangacha in the town. The
30-minute chase and counter
chase during a BNP procession
left at least 10 penpﬁr injured,
witnesses said.

In Gaibandha, at least five
E:nple were injured in a clash

tween BNP and Awami League
activists in the town during the
eight-hour road-rail blockade.

Witnesses said, the clash
took place at about 10 am near
the No 1 traffic crossing of the
town. Police resorted to lgth-
icharge to disperse the warring

groups.

5 hurt in clash

at Geneva Camp
By Staff Correspondent

At least five persons were in-
jured in a clash between two
groups of people at Geneva
Camp in city's Mohammadpur
area yesterday morning.

Police said the clash erupted
over collection of water from a

ublic water tap of Dhaka
ASA at about 9 am.

Among the injured, Laddu,
25, received critical injury in
his head. Police arrested
Ramzan, 50, Nuru, 20, and Kalu.
20, in this connection.

Indian electric
cables seized

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 5: Police in
separate raids recovered huge
Indian electric cables from dif-
ferent parts of the town today,
reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided the residence of Chan
and Tara, cable businessmen,
and recovered 25 maunds of
electric cable from a ditch be-
hind their house in Ekdala

Zillur
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stacles on the roads, damaging
cars, launching attacks on in-
nocent people and hindering
their movement are contrary to
the existing laws of the land.
"BNP's programmes are not
aimed at "protecting the people's
rights' .... they in fact trying to
snatch the pculflc's rights to free
movement,” he said, addin
that -:the BNP has starte
hatching conspiracy to destroy
the democracy by hindering
economic advancement of the
country.
. People will not tolerate such
t?'pe evil design and give a be-
tting reply to
its negative and destructive
olitics,
eader said, calling upon
BNP to shun the politics of de-
struction.

3 BNP activists
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ckets from Mohakhali Cross-
ng the three entered into a
house at Arjotpara while others
managed to flee. Police cor-
doned off the house and ar-
rested them with the fire arms.
Two separate cases, includ-
ing an arms case, were filed
with Tejgaon thana in this re-

gard

NP by rejecting
the Awami League
*the

l Sramik Union

@he Daily Star

PCJSS congress
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tion of Shantibahini, militar
wing of the PCJSS, at his head-
quarters in Bishnupur, South
ern Tripura in 1983,

The sources, however, said
there are some snags in the way
of signing the accord. Some
sensitive issues like land man-
agement and authority of the
proposed Regional Council
could not be fully sorted out
during the sixth round of talks.

The issues have been left for
the seventh meeting when, the
sources said, these might be set-
tled resulting in the final
agreement.

The return of refugees from

Dacoity in
city house

Local mastans swooped on a
house at Sheorapara in Mirpur
of the city on Saturday evening
and looted cash and valuables
worth over Tk three lakh, re-
ports UNB.

Police said about 25 gunmen
cordoned off the house at 1,339
Sheorapara at about 6:30 pm
and five of them entered the
house with arms.

They exploded a series of
hand bombs, fired several
shots and damaged furniture of
the house. None was reported
injured.

The attackers looted Tk one
lakh, 20 tolas of gold orna-
ments, a mobile lcﬁ{rphunr set
and a VCP.

Owmner of the multi-storey

| house, Gul E Afroz. in a case

filed with Mirpur police said
the attackers was demanding
Tk four lakh since she started
construction of the building two
years back

None was arrested till filing
the report at about 10 pm

3 killed 1n road
accidents

Three persons were killed in
separate road accidents in Feni,
Gaibandha and Khulna yester-
day and the day before, report
agencies.

UNB adds: A physician of
Feni Medical College Hospital
was killed in a road accident in
front of the hospital yesterday.

Police said Dr Shuva Kanti
Das., 30, was run over by a
speeding bus while crossing the
road. A case was filed in this
connection.

In Gaibandha. a young man
was killed when a truck hit him
al Gabindagan) Bazar vester-
day. '

The victim was identified as
Simul, 20, son of Abdur Rah-
man of Gabindaganj thana. A
case was filed.

According to BSS: Assistant
mechanical engineer of Mohsin
le“-?J Mill dirﬁ:n a road accident
on Jessore-Khulna way in
Fulbarigate area :}ft.lljl%hcu}? on
Friday.

Eyewitnesses said the acci-
dent took place when a Fultala
bound local bus knocked down
the victim Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury, 41. He died on the

spot.

Tripura also hangs on the
agreement, though efforts are
being made to initiate the repa

triation from the third week of

this month

All depend on the outcome of
the PCJSS congress the sources
said. If their reaction is posi-
tive, it will create a favourable
atmosphere for the refugees,
some 40 000, to return to their
hearths in CHT

Meanwhile, PC.JSS leaders
and supporters are campaign-
ing for the accord to restore
peace in CHT.

The Tribesmen Professional
Council has convened a meeting
on October 18 in Khagrachhari
to mobilise opinion in favour of
the accord. But a section of
PC.JSS supporters in the Pahari
Chhatra Parishad, Hill Wom-
en's Federations and Pahari
Gana Parishad is opposed to
%iﬂng any concession on the
ive-point demand of PCJSS,
tabled earlier when talks re-
sumed with the NCCHT in Jan-

uarg.
Shantu Larma last month
told his supporters that both
PCJSS and the government side
had to give concessions to each
other to arrive at a draft accord
He. however, did not disclose
the contents of the draft or the
COMNCessions’.

The settlers from the plains,
on the other hand. feel threat-
ened despite assurances by the
E?vfmm:nt that they would not

> expelled from CHT nor the
security forces would be with-
drawn.

They also organised
marches even in Dhaka to ex-
press their concern.

To stem growing
corruption in
Himachal

NEW DELHI. Oct 5 An In
dian state government has of
fered rewards to people who will
help in ﬁp’htmg corruption, The
Tribune daily reported today,
says AFP

The summer resort state of
Himachal Pradesh recently de-
cided to offer 100,000 rupees
(2,780 dollars) as reward for in-
formation on government offi-
cials possessing assets more
than their legal income

The newspaper said the re
ward money would be taken out
ol part of asset value seized
from indicted officials.

If the value of the seized as-
set is lower than the promised
reward then the government
will pay the bounty from state
funds. the daily said.

“The scheme will cover pub-
lic servants possessing dispro-
portionate assets, property, un-
accounted money, jewellery,
securities and other precious
items.” The Tribune quoted an
official as saying.

Himachal Pradesh has been
hit by a string of allegations of
corruption involving ministers
and bureaucrats since 1985

Several politicians and offi-
cials have been accused of
smuggling, bribery and illegal
logging.
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10 hurt as police,

BNP activists
clash in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5. At least
ten persons. including a police
personnel were injured in a
clash between BNP supporters
and police this evening at New
Market crossing, puﬁ{ﬂ and
witnesses said

Five of the injured were ad
mitted to Chittagong Medical
Hospital. Police arrested BNP
activist Abul Kalam from the
spot

The clash erupted at 7:30 pm
when a procession. brought out
by BNP activists protesting the
attack on its leaders in Dhaka
today. came in front of New
Market, witnesses said

Police said a number of
cocktails were exploded and
some vehicles were damaged by
the processionists.

Police resorted to lath-
icharge and lobbed tear gas
shells to disperse the agitators.

The c-laaﬁelaﬁted for about
half an hour, witnesses said

Ershad to visit
Brussels, NY
from Oct 10

Jatiya Party Chairman Hus-
saln Mohammad Ershad will
undertake his second foreign
trip from October 10 since his
reiease on ball in January, re-
ports UNB.

A JP source sald Ershad will
ﬂjy for Brussels en route to the
USA next Friday. He will stay
there for a couple of days before
lr.aﬂn;f for New York

In his first trip, the former

resident went to Saudi Arabia
or treatment in August last. On
his way back to Dhaka, he made
a stopover in London.

Ershad's visit to Brussels
and New York has been de-
scribed by Jatiya Party as or-
ganisational.

Tk 200cr fund
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country.

He also thanked the foreign
banks for their positive attitude
for extending long-term indus-
trial loans in the country.

Finance Secretary Dr Akbar
Ali Khan, Banking Secretary
Syed Amir-ul-Mulk,

desh Bank Governor Lut-
far hman Sarkar, Country
Director of the World Bank
Pierre Landell-Mills and ADB
Mission Chief Bhanuphol Ho-

rayangura were present in the

meeting.

Finance Minister Shah AMS Kibria speaking at a meeting with chief executives of foreign

banks operating in the country yesterday.

— PID photo

f’oliticisation of TUs blamed

From Page 1
union workers.

The CBA general secretary
told The Daily Star that neither
the CBA nor the unions were re-
sponsible in any way for the
losses incurred by the PDB. If
the management sought union’'s
help properly, bill collection
could be enhanced easily to
minimise losses, he said.

The CBA leaders also alleged
that their supporters were vic-
tims of unfair treatment in
Eusﬂngs and transfers. They

owever told this correspon-

dent that while BNP was in
power, certain supporters of
this CBA had definitely taken
advantage from the manage-
ment.

The four main trade union -

bodies of PDB are directly
backed by leading political par-
ties of the country. PDB em-
ployees and officials feel that

politicisation of the unions was

the main reason behind all the
problems in the loss-making
organisation.

Trade union leaders say that
political affiliations were de-
termined not by politicians but
by the employees themselves.

Presently, the Central Bar-
5alnjng ent (CBA) of PDB is

ominated by the BNP backed
Bangladesh Jatiya Biddut
Sramik Karmachgri Union
which was elected twice: in 1992
and in 1994. But due to conflicts
among the four unions, the elec-
tion which was due in May '96
has not yet heen held.

After the change of the gov-
ernment jn June '96, conflicts
among the unions increased.
Awami League is backing two
unions — Bangladesh Bﬂ:l::lut
(originally

backed by the Communist
Party) and Jatiya Biddut
Sramik League. There is an-
other union — Biddut Unnayan
Board Sramik Karmachari
Union — which is supported by
the Jatiya Party.

The conflicts intensified
when the Labour Directorate
filed a case against CBA general
secret rul Hasan on Au-

ust 15 last saying that he was

isqualified to be an union ac-
tivist. However, the court ver-
dict on August 17 last went in
favour of Hasan who had faced
similar charges in 1981, '84 and
in '92.

'l have been repeatedly con-
fronted by my opponents as a
result of power play inside the
PDB," Hasan said.

Till 1989 there was virtually
no centrally controlled CBA in
PDB but there were as many as
64 registered unions at different
district level offices and power

lants. An amendment to the
ndustrial Relations Ordinance
in 1989 allowed existence of a
CBA in PDB.

While the unions had always
been unofficially criticised for
backing dishonest employees,
the management was able to get
CBA's cooperation since 1992
by involving it in some official
activities,

It is alleged that the un-
scrupulous employees had al-
ways been protected by unions
and the unions were being pro-
tected by political parties.
Therefore the management was
never able to punish or sus
the guiltg rsons. This was
how the Dgcmanagtnmnt had
gradually become ineffective
till DESA was born in 1991,
Even after 1991, the manage-

ment could not be fully effective
since the politically backed
unions remained powerful as
before.

The unions are also al-
legedly standing in the way of
implementing decisions, post-
ing and transfer of employees
or even recruitment of new em-
ployees.

Considering these factors,
the government has now given
emphasis on privatising the
vital components of PDB so
that private management can
efficiently supervise power dis-

tribution and bill collection.

New power plants will now be

built mostly with private in-

vestment while the PDB will

only look after the old power

Blants which generate about
100 MW power now.

Donors’ pressure had led the

overnment to create the Dhaka
lectric Supply Authority
(DESA) in late 1991 by separat-
ing a component of the PDB.
Now, to the discomfort of the
unions, the government has
created the Power Transmis-
sion Limited Company (PTLC)
to look after the power distri-
bution network. In both the
cases, losses, specially the sys-
tem loss, were the main reasons
why the authorities restruc-
tured the PDB.

However, the main reason
behind PDB's net annual loss is
not the system loss or any ac-
tivity of the unions. BPDB's net
loss in fiscal 95-96 was about
Tk 250 crore which was Tk 280
crore in fiscal '94-95. These
losses are mostly attributed to a
huge amount of interest on
loans and exchange rate fluctu-
ations,

1

- existed,

One killed, claims Mannal;
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the activists of Awami League
with the help of police
launched armed attacﬁs in
many places. He cited capital
Dhaka, Chittagong, Kushtia
and Narayanganj in particular.

Dhaka city BNP convenor
Sadek Hossain Khoka also
spoke on the occasion. Leaders
and MPs including Khandaker
Delwar Hossain, M K Anwar.
Haris Chowdhury. Selima
Rahman. Nazrul Islam, Mirza
Abbas, Amanullah Aman, Ma-
jor (Retd) Hafizuddin Ahmed,
Nazimuddin Alam, Joynal
Abedin Faruque, Lutfar Rah-
man Khan Azad. Khairul Kabir
Khokon, Goyeshwar Chandra
Roy. Rezvi Ahmed, Fazlul Haq
Milon and Abul Khair Bhuiyan

were present.

Bhuiyan said a large number
of BNP leaders and workers
took part in the 8-hour barri-
cade programmes at five points
— Rampura, Mohakhali, Gab-
tali, Jatrabari and Sadarghat —
in the capital city.

"ldentified notorious terror-
ists under the banner of Awami
League with firearms, sticks,
iron-rods and bombs launched
attacks at all points but Ram-
pura,” he said.

More than 200 BNP leaders
and workers. including former
home minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury and Fisheries and
Livestock minister Abdullah
Al Noman, received serious in-
juries in the attacks. Some 100
of them were admitted to city
clinics and government hospi-
tals.

DU exams
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urday night about the exami-
nees who come from outside the
{_}jﬁv had told The Daily Star
"They should come to the city
and spend the ni{;ht here to ap-
pear at the examinations."

The university authorities
had earlier announced through
newspapers, Radio and TV that
Sunrﬁy'a examinations would
be held as per schedule but
would at start at 2:30 pm in-
stead of 1:30 pm,

A group of examinees at-
tempted to organise a strike
protesting the authorities’ deci-
sion to hold examinations yes-
terday. But they withdrew their
decision as the examinations
were postponed.

Most of the examinees, who
came from different parts of the
city at around 2 to sit for ex-
aminations, could know the de-
cision of the authorities
through a hand-written notice
hung at the two main gates of
the Arts Faculty building.

Oldest T-Rex
fossil sold
for $8.3m

NEW YORK, Oct 5: A Tyran-
nosaurus Rex fossil "Sue” was
auctioned off here for more
than eight million US dollars
Saturday to Chicago's Field Mu-
seum, quashing the hopes of
South Dakotans who hoped to
bring the bones home, reports
AFP.

The 65-million-year-old
fossil, considered to the most
complete of a dinosaur ever dis-
covered, had been expected to
fetch one million dollars at
Sotheby's Auction House, but
soared past that price in a mat-
ter of seconds.

Less than eight minutes
later, the gavel came down at
8.362,500 dollars.

Nine bidders, including the
Natural History Museum of
Dallas and the Natural Science
Museum of North Carolina,
desperatelg sought "Sue” named
after archeologist Sue Hen-
drickson.

Hendrickson was workin
for the Black Hills Institute o
Geological Research when she
found the fossil, believed to be
from a female T-Rex, the largest
land predator known to have
in South Dakota in
1990.

Among the bidders was a
disappointed contingent of
South Dakotans who had
wanted to bring "Sue” home but
were unable to keep up with the
institutional bidders.

Fire at textile
unit in CEPZ

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5: A fire
broke out at a multinational
textile industlg_ in the Chit-
tagong Export Processing Zone
today, causing damage to its

materials and machinery, re-
ports UNB.

EPZ sources said the one-
and-a-half-hour blaze, origi-
nating from an electric short
circuit at about 8 am, gutted
stockpiled fabrics, yarn, ma-
chinery and building structure
of Greyseb Bangladesh Ltd.

Firefighters, aided by the
workers, put out the flame at

10:30 am.

BNP programme
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naming lh;- Zia J{ntcmntlunll
Al t. release Opposition
Iegl:n and workers and with-
drawal of cases against them.

BNP will also undertake
mass contact programmes
across the country from October
17 to 21 and hold street rallies
and s in cities and at
the district towns on October

122.

About 60 activists were ar-
rested in the city alone, the BNP
leader told reporters.

He said leaders and workers
were enforcing road-rail block-
ade from 6 am peacefully, but
the situation worsened when
Awami League activists
swooped on the pickets at Mo-
hakhali, Jatrabari, Sayedabad.
Gabtali and Sadarghat.

“The ruling party yesterday
created a confrontational situ-
ation around the city in a pre-
planned way,” he said.

He said gunmen stormed and
opened fire on the residence of
BNP MP Shahidul Islam at
Bheramara in Kushtia, BNP of-
fice at Narayanganj and Nasir-
abad in Chittagong in which
several dozen BNP men sus-
tained bullet injuries.

"All this unmasked Awami
democracy of 15 months,” the
BNP leader told the ts.

He demanded immediate re-
lease of those arrested during
the barricade and punishment
of those who made armed dt-
tacks on BNP, for the sake of
continuity of democratic pro-
cess in the country.

Togo becomes
OIC member

LOME, Oct 5: The West
African state of Togo has be-
come the 55th member of the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC). according to a
foreign ministry statement, re-
ports Reuter.

The statement said that To-
Eln‘n admission at a meeting in

ew York on October 2, fol-
lowed a request from the gov-
ernment for membership.
previously t?u ed observer
status at the ah-based or-
ganisation.

PM.: Confusioﬁ
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The Prime Minister said the
government took over power in
an adverse situation, when
there was an economic reces-
sion. It took over with a burden
of food deficit to the tune of 45
lakh tons, she told the teachers.

Reiterating government's
commitment for removing il-
literacy from the country
within next ten years, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment attached special Im-
portance to female education as
women constitute half the
country's population.

Teachers Association presi-
dent Principal Qamruzzaman
mentioned different problems
of the teachers and demanded
raising government allocation
for non-government teachers to
100 per cent and placing them
in the national pay scale.

State Minister for Informa-
tion Prof Abu Sayeed, Deputy
Minister for Mass and Primary
Education Division Jinatun-
nesa Talukdar, Open University
Vice-Chancellor Prof M Aminul
Islam, National University VC

Prof Aminul Islam, Associa-
tion general secretary Chowd-
hury Khurshid Alam and senior
vice-president Hena Das also

spoke.

Cab service
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as Ambassador will.

A diesel-operated 1500cc
Ambassador, delivered in
Dhaka, will cost Tk 380,000,
and a petrol-driven 1800cc with
a Japanese [suzu ine has a
price tag of only Tk 425,000, ac-
cording to the Indian car’s sole
distributor for Bangladesh. The
1800 cc contessa classic will
cost a buyer Tk 485,000, and a
diesel-run 1950 cc car Tk
525,000.

Lutfur Rahman Khan, the
man who has failed to market
the Ambassadors in
Bangladesh so far, has now set
his eyes on the cab services,
which he is ready to introduce
in a matter of weeks.

Khan's The Taxi Cab Ser-
vices Ltd has plans to bring in
up to 2000 cars in the next one
and half years. He has also been
approached by other prospec-
tive operators.

ng to laun?:ll-'n s ser-

vices, the City Cab Limited also
has ambitious plans. The com-

y hopes to have as many as

,000 cars in its fleet in the next
four years.

Khandaker Rezaul Karim.
the City Cab man director,
says he is just waiting for the

ahead from the government.

e cars are ready and await-
ing shipment.”

Importers of re-conditioned
cars, mostly from Japan, are
not happy about it. But the ar-
guments against them seem
sound.

“A re-conditioned car cannot
cope with the pressure of ser-
vices cabs are expected to offer
in Bangladesh's conditions,”
e tending cab t

in cab operators
see business ahead as there

has A awareness
among the t$‘l public. fed up
u

with the ting auto-rick-
shaws chaotic traffic con-
gestion

The ilree-wheelﬂ has a na-
"imll J.r.m hn[ 80,000,
almost which operate in
Dhaka. Replacing these non-
environment - friendly vehicles,
some of which are even banned

in their countries of is a
task these g
tors believe can be

plished

opera-
accom-



