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Special Supplement October 6, 1997

[ Message from UNCHS

on the occasion of World Habitat Day, Monday, 6 October 1997

Imagine a city without fear, a city whose streets can be walked freely by all, young and old, a city
where ]andq(:ﬂpes offer relief from concrete and asphalt, a city with no homeless people, a city
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where water 1s available to all, rich and poor alike, a city where creativity and innovation
flourish and where every citizen is allowed to exercise his/her rights freely. Now look around
you. Is your city anything like the one you just imagined?

The theme for this years World Habitat Day '97 "Future Cities" - offers citizens of cities around
the globe on opportunity to reflect on the problems and challenges facing their own cities and

on how these problems can be overcome to make these cities more equitable, just and

sustainable.

World Habitat Day this year also gives Governments and their partners an opportunity to assess

progress made in carrying forward the commitments made at the second United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 1), held in Istanbul, Turkey, in June last year. The

adoption of the Habitat Agenda (Global Plan of Action) by the World's Governments at the
Istanbul Conference was not just an expression of good intent, but a practical roadmap to the

future of the predominantly urban world of the 21st century. The Habitat Agenda is a global call
to action which offers a positive vision of "Future Cities" sustainable human settlements where

all have adequate shelter, a healthy and safe environment, basic services, and productive and

free-chosen employment.

Turning this vision into reality requires cooperative effort on the part of all members of society.
Governments cannot do it alone; cities cannot do it alone. We are all in this together. The actual
jJob of creating sustainable healthy, urban centers requires a wide range of actors, starting with

city officials but cutting through various strata to all aspects of civil society - the private sector,
women and youth groups, coalitions of the elderly, foundations, labour unions, academies of

science, professional and research groups, just to mention a few.

One year after the Istanbul conference, it is time for us to see how far this vision has become

part of reality. World Habitat Day 1s, therefore, an apt occasion to see how much work has been
done and how much remains to be done in makmg the cities of the future - and the present -

livable and sustainable.
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