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SAARC FMs to
meet in Male

next month

South Asian Foreign Minis-
ters will meet in Male, capital
of the Maldives. in the last week
of November to review
as a follow up to the last
summit, reports UNB.

President Maumun Abdul
Gayoom of the Maldives, cur-
rent chairman of the SAARC,
will inaugurate the two-day

It be preceded by meet-

of the amme Com-

tee and the Standing Com-
mittee of the seven-nation as-
sociation, official sources said

In :a}. Male hosted the

Tk 200cr fund to be created

for industrial financing

Amidst allegations by the
businessmen that they are not
Eﬂtling long-term loans from

anks, the government yester-
day decided to create a 200
crore special fund only for in-
dustrial financing.

The government will provide
Tk 100 crore for the Industrial
Development Fund while the
Bangladesh Bank funnel a same
amount into the exclusive fund
in order to stimulate industri-
alisation.

The fund-raising decision
was taken in a meeting on long-

The meeting was also in-
formed that the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) were reviewing dif-
ferent measures to provide
long-term industrial credit in
Bangladesh.

A separate company will be
created later to manage a larger
fund for industrial financing.
Procedures of setting up the
company are on and negotia-
tions for funds from the [nter-
national Finance Corporation
and ADB will be completed
shortly.

ister raised objection arguin
that it would result in a liquid-
ity crisis in banks as people
would withdraw their deposits
to buy the bond.

Later, the finance minister

approached the foreign bank
fn%pchanne]lng m-:lu1»*3::1,'gli111’L~t:rari,1h§F

industrial sector as they have
surplus money in their hand
because of good management
and better services.

After detailed study, the for-
eign banks submitted a report
to the finance minister re-
cently, agreeing to provide in-

World Habitat
Day today

World Habitat Day will be
observed in Bangladesh as
elsewhere in the globe toda
highlighuﬁ the need for build-
ing planned homes for all to en-
sure suitable and safe human
abode, reports UNB.

This year's theme of the day
is "Future Cities".

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued separate
messages on the eve of the Day.

In his message, President
called for building every city as
modern, hygienic and suitable
for living in the coming cen-
tury. He stressed timely plan-
ning and its practical imple-
mentation to achieve the goal.

SAARC summit that adopted a term industrial financing wit Recently, the business com-  dustrial loans on certain con-
declaration lling out vital the chief executives of foreign munity alleged that the long-  ditions which were discussed in i e ho it ﬂilat the city plan-
including banks operating in Bangladesh term loans for setting up indus-  yesterday's meeting. o kb engineers and
tries became scarce for them researchers of the country will

y alleviation, an inte-

povert
grated network for promotion

in the conference room of the
Finance Ministry,
The foreign banks will pro-

and the liquidity shortage in

the banks threatened the coun-

As per the decision, the for-
ble

eign banks considered eligi
provide loans to the tune of

will

provide necessary guidance in
this regard to the nation.

of tourism and trade, protection
of ts of children and women vide loans to industrial pro-  try's industrialisation process. at least 50 per cent of the project ' Haﬁﬁm? I?*Ilnlster Sheikh
L jects, mainly in the manufac- The government took up a  costs, while the rest 50 per cent el j"' ler ngfsaage called
e Mecting of the SAARC. | ) turing sector, while the Indus-  special programme for indus-  will come from the Fund. s 1:11; v?ﬁdﬁhenh eprensurs to
Council of Ministers will also trial Fund channel the match- trial financing and decided in In the meeting, Finance | {oopaC SHE gOVEIIInenL
discuses holding of its next ing funds. E:;nciple to float an industrial Minister Shah AMS Kibria said :“ﬂ?“ﬁ Emﬂ;}ﬂﬂg its pro-people
summit in Colombo. | A 3 s % 4 As 50 per cent of the total nd to raise at least Tk 500 investment potential in tr.lllahvfﬂ or building essen-
Formally launched in |°* ' e e - e ' Sl ' . : loans will provided from the crore to provide long-term in-  Bangladesh is very bright. He lal paysical and socfal infras-
Dhaka in 1985, the South Asian | BNP leaders and activists barricaded the Dhaka-Chittagong highway near Shanir Akhra in | Fund, the total amount to be in-  dustrial loans. called upon the foreign banks to m%t];’f;m the poveisiment liad

Association for Regional Coop-
eration has so far identified 13
areas of interaction.

The SAARC Ministers will
also meet in Male October 15-16

to work out ways of facing envi-
ronmental hazards.

Zillur urges
BNP to shun
politics of

the city as part of their rail-road barricade programme across the country yesterday.

200 injured, 100 arrested

Sporadic clashes mark
countrywide barricade

— Star photo

vested under the special scheme
will be Tk 400 crore, official
sources told UNB.

But the move reportedly
bogged down after an advisory
committee for the finance min-

play a more prominent role for
overall development of the

See Page 12 Col 6

Khaleda condemns
police action

during barricade

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has thanked the
countrymen for observing the
nationwide road and rail barri-
cade despite the "armed attack

PCJSS congress to
discuss peace
accord Wednesday

already undertaken various
steps to build essential infras-
tructures, including measures
for supplying pure drinking wa-
ter. drainage of sewerage, build-
ing educational institutions,
playgrounds, parks and gar-

See Page 12 Col 2

4 die of diarrhoea

in Kishoreganj
KISHOREGANJ, Oct 5: Four

destruction h}rdlhe ru]ingd party terrorists By Shehab Ahmed with Nurul Alam peo lef Jlnch}llding, tw; ;ﬂnnr?i

: and propaganda e govern- ed of diarrhoea in Sadar an

Awl 7% e General 5";_ By Staff Correspondent mtnf“ l‘g;%rts Ub?g. . A special congress of the  month. Karimganj thanas of the dis-
In a statement yesterday, the | Parbattya Chattagram Jana If the congress approves the | trict in past 24 hours, unofficial

tives Minister Zillur Rahman
mtcrdlly thanked the coun-
trymen for not responding to
the ‘illogical’ road-rail barri-

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) yesterday enforced
an eight-hour rail-road barri-

BNP claimed that a party ac-
tivist was shot dead in Bhera-
mara, Kushtia during the barri-

however, said they arrested 40
ple but BNP claimed that at
east 60 of their workers were

Leader of the Opposition con-
demned the arrest and police
repression during the barricade

Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) will
be held in Agartala, capital of
India's Tripura State, on

draft. an accord is set to be
signed early next month, the
sources said.

sources said today.
The dead were identified as
Montasuddin 50, and Sholma 2,

cade programme across the cade. The ty Commissioner  arrested in the city. :

: across the country and de- | Wednesday to take up the draft But the exact date and place | of village Patdha Kathalia in
cade mmmme of BNP, re ;:ruunil]']}h ﬂlllﬂldﬁl drfﬁis:.:lll'liflﬂ of Kushtia, én contacted over R_E]Dﬂﬂs of violence were also manded release of HIHF BNP lead- for an agreement to end the of signing are yet to be deter- Sadar thana, and Jarina 1. and
F'}E L o e o om the police an € € phone rejected the claim saying received from Khulna, Chit- | o including Ilias Ali and | decades-old insurgency in the mined. The PCJSS high com- | Jahanara Khatun 50, of village

onscious peopie o € | Awami League activists. that no political activist was tagong, Lalmonirhat, Kushtia, | Kamruzzaman Ratan. Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT). mand would communicate it Gujadia in Karimganj thana.

country. by ignoring the opposi-
tion's countrywide “illogical”
road-rail barricade, have re-

their confidence in the
existing stability, democracy,
- t fair politics.”

in a slatement.
The Awami League leader
said that by enforcing the bar-
and damag-

ricade
B TR L 5
ple's fundamental rights to free

movements on the roads.
Zillur said that creating ob-

The barricade programme
beginning from 6:00 in the
morning paralysed train and
bus servicesto and from the cit
and disrupted these in other ar-
eas.
Around 200 people were in-
jured and about 100 arrested in
sporadic clashes between ac-

sts of BNP and AL In differ-

killed yesterday.

Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Kushtia Malik Khashru
said that one Golam Sarwar (40)
died of heart failure in Bhera-
mara, "which has nothing to do
with politics.”

In the city, clashes between
BNP supporters and AL activists
left at least 100 people injured
and around 50 arrested. Police,

Gaibandha,
Narayanganj.

BNP went for the barricade
programme in protest against
price hike of petroleum prod-
ucts, ‘government oppression’
on political opponents. 'unilat-
eral selection’ of meeting
venues by the ruling party-con-
trolled Dﬁaka City Corporation

-y P00 Page 12Cal |, .

Comilla and

'BNP annbunces 17-day

One killed, several
hundred hurt in

|

|

|
|
|

Begum Zia also condemned
the armed attack on aceful
processions of BNP at different
places and the "killing" of BNP
activist Sarwar at Kushtia. She
demanded immediate arrest
anqrgunishmfnt of the killers.

e BNP chief expressed her
sympathy for the party leaders
and workers. including stand-
rommittee member Abdul

See Page 12 Col 1

No exams held

-Tracts [NCCHT) in D

According to reports re-
ceived from sources across the
border. the congress is likely to
ratify the draft. worked out dur-
ing the sixth round of meeting
between PCJSS team led by its
Chairman Jyotindriya Bod-
hipriva Larma alias Shantu
Larma and the National Com-
Chittagong Hill
last

mittee on

once they settle down with the
draft agreement.

PCJSS wants it to be signed
and sealed in CHT on Novermber
10, to coincide with the death
anniversary of PCJSS founder
Manabendra Narayan Larma.

The former MP and elder
brother of Shantu Larma was
gunned down by a renegade fac-

. SeePage 12 Col 4

Some quarters out to

"The CCommission has

Officials, however, said that
two people died of the disease in
last seven days while 295 peo-
ple were attacked by it in the
district. The unofficial figure of
the attacked is 500.

Civil Surgeon attributed the
spread of the disease to lack of
pure drinking water and ab-
sence of sanitary latrines.

He said 173 medical teams
are working in the district to
combat the disease.

Customs officials’

See Page 12 Col 3 s 'On e at DU
' agitati rogramm :
Kaiser made progr AL attack, says | Bypucorespondent | create confusion: PIM | token work
By Staff Correspondent . The Dhaka University au- Sto age from
cnvoy to ROK _Mannan Bhu1yan thﬂﬂltifst:lad to ephes 1gtll Prime Minister Sheikh their status. pPpag
) BNP yesterday announced a es for -inputs, * . | ENERUNRLIONE BCATAL or | Hasina has accused some quar- Without improving the con-
mt:d ;P%:'ﬁ;i‘;'xﬂgn 17-day fresh agitation pro- WGramWar?f}?a:i %{ﬁpgr i DPETB'P“" Ejh:P allegidrdnjl yesterday due to BNP's coun- | ters of creating anarchy out of dition of teachers, stgandan:l of tomorrow
R::ﬂ_ o gy cerdflomares gramme including rallies, pro- improvement of law and order F%P:'-l}’ i”"g"ﬁ“ s altac its | trywide rail-road barricade nothing and urged them not to  education cannot be elevated, Customs officials will wear
oy = - O iioans i Ablvattona io From October 17 to 21 BNP ?hr i:“?m; m:ﬂ'i::"‘ﬂ?::éi Ff programme. create confusion spreading she said, adding that the gov- | black badges today protesting
BSS. e press its various demands. will hold rallies and proces- barricade drogr y I 2 cording to a DU press re- tales of frustration among the ernment has attached highest | "illegal" suspension u?thrcc in-
Kaiser is the Finance and Party secretary general Ab- sions at thana level throughout one dead aﬂr?g ;T:;;lt hgﬂ:?r[:-fi | ::?3; rt;:l::v;iasini:%? pmt o pw?rlﬁ 7 e pﬁurﬁt}r Tk T ey T T
. ' . ; 0 ne ' :
ﬂaa‘ - hﬁnr:;?n I::-{' ,:?.[g-: ﬂg:ml::?rtlgg fﬂl;ugan_aﬂz::t the r:_:.:;l,nr to press some other wm;r;?;l. ':;ﬁ:f: UHPﬁrral P the cj;aminallnna 1|.|||.|rhilr:.:'?.|!l Ergrc with gﬁ tivfnml;:f ?erfm‘;ﬁﬂﬁgg Em?n::llfl}ﬂlfﬁféga;i?nﬁ%ﬂi {_?]-1:;]5: * & lemale officer. xepocts
e. As o of the | o oress beiefing at the Mirito MTTIDH e e A il LT I?hﬁllyan A scheduled to begin at 2:30 pm tl;: Elti;:::ln ufﬂlgx}gllﬁﬂ[g}:;ﬁ- to formulate a new education The officials under Dhaka

part in the framing of the Con-

Road official residence of the

Jatlya Sangsad effective and

newsmen that BNP activist

was taken at a meeting held at
10 am with Vice Chancellor AK

policy.

Customs House will also ob-
serve a one-hour token work

stitution of the country. Leader of the O Pﬂﬂlmﬂﬂ in turning it the focal centre of all Sarwar was killed and more EmA of The tadion. Ahe fold 8 PIAEed i3 (Rfurl 1o e and the
Kaiser did his M;’;n Politi- Parliament after BNP's eight- national activities, than a dozen others sustained m’lthhG::l:;E]Eii}h::h::;rr B ot the %?;;TPE‘; I: e Bty OPPERE Tamm 0 e o A 2T

cal Science from Dhaka Uni-
versity in 1963. He participated
in the Liberation War.

A businessman by occupa-
tion, Ataur Rahman Khan

hour rail-road barricade across
the country yesterday.

The major opposition party
will organise rallies and pro-
cessions at the unions, munici-

ities and cities from October

stoppin
‘conspiracies” on the CH‘FF;ng
the alleged government move to
give corridor to India, imple-
mentation of the Pay Commis-
sion recommendations, re-

bullet wounds when 'Awami
terrorists’ attacked their pro
cession at Bherammara in west-
ern Kushtia district.

He said according to mes-

postponed considering the in-
convenience of the students, it
said.

He was not available yester-
day for comment.

Engineers’ Institution in the
city yesterday.

Bangladesh Teachers Asso-
ciation organised the confer-
ence on the occasion of World
Teachers Day. Teachers from

port to introduce
a balanced and proper educa-
tion system.”

About the problems of the
teachers, she said: "You will
have to consider the overall

tomorrow in protest against
extraneous interference in cus-
toms officials’ activities.
Earlier, the Dhaka-Rajshahi
Customs, Excise and VAT Exec-
utive Officers Association had

?ﬁ:l-:rtn“htilutpmthc Cali“inltltu to 14 and at thanas on October :g:nﬁ;:rt?lftrﬁrﬁrﬁﬂgﬁ-:l '3; '-.E::,".- Eﬁlﬂrr;glvrdm?l [E_NF;I office The rest of the examination | different parts of the country economic condition of the given the authorities until yes-
district. He is member :}gm 16 demanding among other [D cards stop ing alleged at h Al — b = ,"“ ' schedule will remain un- joined the conference. country. If the economic condi- | terday to meet their demands.
: bl fixation of minimum ' . ¢ A post barricade news | changed. ihe press release Hasina said the government tion improves, the government The token abstention will
eral social clubs and athletic L P g
organisations.
Kaiser, now 57, is a member

of the National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts.

mension of Our

thing,
price of autc at Taka 500 a
maund, fair price ol agricul-
tural products, reduction of

tacks on street rallies, contain-
ing terrorism and extortion,

withdrawal of the circular re-
See Page 12Col 7

———

l

briefing at 29 Minto Road in the
afternoon, Bhulyan alleged that

See Page 12 Col 7

3 BNP activists
held allegedly

with arms in city
By Staff Correspondent

Three BNP activists were ar-
rested allegedly with firearms
from Mohakhali area in the
city during the eight-hour rail-
road barricade programse of

BNP y.
-police said they ar-

rested llias Ali. 33, Kamruzza-

man Ratan and Sayed Arif |

Rafiqul Islam, 35, from Arjot-

Tht VC. when asked on Sat
See Page 12 Col 7

is very much aware of the prob-
lems of the teachers community

I and taking steps to upgrade

will not hesitate to ensure all
facilities for the teachers.”

See Page 12 Col 8

Focus on CBAin PDB

Politicisation of TUs blamed

for incurring loss

Waorking atmosphere in the
Power Development Beard
(PDB) is gradually becoming

unhealthy due to management s

By Sharier Khan

component of PDB.

Some officials of the PDB
claimed that the unions had
always created problems in

services of its employees and
therefore they launched move-

ment against it.
They also point fingers at

continue till October 15 with
increase of one hour every day.

However, Zia International
Airport and export-examina-

tion will be exempted from the
work stoppage from October 8 to
15, said a release, issued by the
association General Secretary
M Abdur Rahman.

Protesting the authorities'
decisions, the association has
also called for a day-long strike
for October 16.

Gujral, Sharif to
meet in Edinburgh

this month
NEW DELHI, Oct 5: Indian

Governance para near Mohakhali Crossing | conflicts with different unions.  implementation or any restruc- the management saying it has | Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Col P . at about 12 Noon. sources in the unions and offi- turing programme. Many deci- failed to run the organisation | Gujral and his Pakistani coun-
“I!lﬂ- erspectives Police said they seized a | cials claim. sions. Including import of ina amic way. They alleged terpart Nawab Sharif have

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul sawn-off peffit 303 rifle, a pis- Besides, a large section of the  power, private sector power that the management had cre- to meet again later this
Hafiz tol and eleven rounds of bullets | 24,000 employees of PDB are  generation and distribution  ated disparity in the organisa- | month in Edinburgh, UK, where

while searching their bodies. A | feeling uncertain about the fu- proceeded at a snail's pace due tion and dissatisfaction among | they will be attending the

Page 4 team of Detective Branch police | ture of the organisation as the  to pressure from the unions. the empl s by favouring cer- | Commonwealth conference of

International

Zardari hopes Benazir
| will stand by him
during ordeal

Supplement

on "World Habitat Day’
Page 8

i I: ¥

Former ministers and BNP leaders Abdullah

oo

Al Noman and

Abdul Matin Chowdhury were assaulted by anti-barricade
activists at Saidabad in the city during BNP's rail-road

barricade across the country yesterday.

— Star photo

were interrogating them.

Police claimed that a group
of about 15 people including the
arrested persons, fired on police
as they tried to prevent them
from picketing at Mohakhali
Crossing area.

When Police chased the

See Page 12 Col 3

government is gradually pri-
vatising different components
of the PDB.

There is already an on-goin
movement for realisation o
their 11-point demand which
includes withdrawal of a gov-
erniment decision for privatisa-
tion of the power distribution

Union leaders feel that the
overnment and the donors
ook at them as 'villains' in the
way of development of the or-
ganisation, they observed.

Union leaders also feel that
private investment in power
sector was acceptable but pri-
vatising the FDB would al‘ﬁ:r

tain political lobbies in promo-
tions and transfers of officials
and employees.

Leaders of the BNP-domi-
nated Central Bargaining Agent
(CBA) of the PDB alleged that
the management was favouri

the Awami League backed trade |

See Page 12 Col 4

that will involve immediate in
vestiments worth tens of crores

iInvestors are saying has any
substance
So far. as many as 12 com

their plans wil thar;]gr the capi
tal s unbearable traflic scene

taxi service is vital for attract
ing tourists and foreign in
vestment.” says a government

and is sending it to the commu-
nications ministry soon,

nary report to help the govern-
ment in takiﬂ% a decision,” said
Amanullah Chowdhury, BRTA

panies interested in the busi-
ness.

roves the recommendations,”
ghuwdhury said.

A BRTA source said none of
the companies had so far re-

will be allowed to operate as
cabs, which brings into open

note from the communications
ministry saying re-conditioned
cars would not allowed.

price. Instead of a regular 42.5
per cent customs duty, an im-

panies be able to make it, fi-
nancially? Cheaper cars such

See Page 12 Col 8

the heads of governments, the
local press said today. reports
Xinhua.

This was disclosed by Gujral
yesterday while he was talking
to reporters on board his spe-
cial plane. Gujral left here yes-
terday for a three-nation
African tour.

Gujral also said that he and

Israel, PA negotiators - .« - Sharif will haveb:nuther ﬁ
to ing in November in Dhaka
~nes 8 Modern cab service for City a L e e
age the South Asian Association
for Regional Cuhnper?tlun
. Tert - SAAR a

Bumness By Toufique Imrose Khalidi and Rafig Hasan mec,l.:fm';‘;‘mﬂ“fm‘:’,m'{
Modern cabs, with meters panies have shown interest, official., a view entrepreneurs director and head of the com- ceived licenses or route permit. To get tax exemption, an im- :ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂcpghﬁﬂ‘]ﬁfzﬁ CTi.

RMG exports may a_nd air-conditioners and  some of which are talking about also share. mittee. formed late August. Fares, as proposed, look rea- porter will have to form a com- '

fetch $5b linked to a wireless network, plans of having thousands of As expected. the Bangladesh Chowdhury wouldn't give de-  gonable. Before the government  pany with a paid-up capital of Emm

will hit the Dhaka streets next cars on their fleet, and are Road ransport Authority tails but said his committee rajsed fuel prices. one compan more than Tk 10 lakh. and the

DSE index continues month, if the authorities give ready to launch the services (BRTA) will be the licensing discussed such issues as brand, had pro a "“.ﬂm”mﬁlﬁ imported cars will have to be The Daily Star report on the
il b stamp of approval to recom- eveni by the end of this month authority and regulate such as- model and colour of cars to be  for the first two kilometres and  used for passenger services, ac- BATEXPO '97 closing ceremony
ge IghET Mern at.lqns by a committee. They may ht" taking advan- pects as fares used as cabs. then eight-taka a kilometre, cording to the government rule. Pl.lh"lhl':d Sunday inadver-
Page: 6,7 An eight-member govern- tage of a significant duty waiver The government commitiee, The committee also took For diesel-driven cars, the pro- An imported car to be used as tently quoted BNP son
ment committee has studied on cars imported for the pur- chaired by a senior BRTA offi- into account suggestions and posals still remain valid. cab will save some Tk 70,000 on Begum eda Zia as announc-
various aspects of the business pose, but implementation of cial, has finalised its report recommendations from com- Only new cars up to 2000 cc duty for each Tk 100,000 of its i exemption of -ori-

ented industries from half-day
hartals. In fact, she had said, "...

of taka. In the next few years it The authorities and the in sources said. "It may start from the next the basic question about the rter will pay only 7.5 per I an time
One page Euppiement promises to be a multi-billion vestors also look at the issue “We have studied issues in month if the government ap- ﬂmmmlnlg{llw business, Last ?-:nl. i R R on bﬁuﬂfthr th;.nl that t #
taka industry if what potential from another point. "Quality volved and prepared a prelimi- week, the companies received a With new cars, will the com- export-orient nts in-

dustries will be outside the
urview of any half-day har-

" The is regretted.



