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HE sky hﬁ:ﬁ been W:ﬁ

drizzies ACCOIMPAI

with mild gusty wind all
day-long on September 26.
Radios and TVs in the bazaars
repeatedly relayed red alert. An
unnamed cyclone storm

pa winds up to 150kmph
with tidal aurﬁcu of up to four
metres was heading for the

coastal areas.

Just after midnight., early
Saturday morning, the velocity
of the wind increased. The cy-
clone struck. It lashed through
the trees and houses smashing
many to the ground, Fortunate
ones found their way to the rare
mﬂc:ntr:a of the area but

stood under the open
sky and fought for their lives.
Many remained buried under

the piles of their own huts
did not abandon be-
cause of love for their cattle.

Others who headed for the cy-
clone shelters in a last bid to es-
cape from the ravage were ei-
ther swept away by five-feet

e e
or got y injur e
falling .

trees
Fishing boats anchored in
Beutng e the Pay of Bagd
into the Bay o

only miles away. were tossed in
the air and then were d

miles into the shore. Tales of
hundreds of missing hilsa fish-
ermen who held on to save their
boats from being swept away

were still told in the bazaars of

Choukighat, Hasan Nagar, Niz
Khamar and Char Zahiruddin,
visited by this correspondent.
(boat ) fami-
lies at Choukighata under
Daulatkhan thana of ev-
wby near the main
to rescue them from the
strange situation. The boats
were swept from the Meghna
river by the surge and were
nded two kilometres inside
main land. “We thought we
were going to die,” said Mala
Bain, a clan member in
a , "the wind and the tide
uster of boats, we on
board. and threw us here. Please
us to get back to the river,”
Mala added that the clan had
come to Meghna to catch hilsa
in the current peak season. The
bedes were not allowed to take

Nearby, ten huge ocean-go-
ln% nhill;.)s lay tilted on the beach
with their huge lgl)rnpcllers be-
coming a play-thing for local
naked children. Three days af-
ter the carnage, Choukighata
fishermen traded fresh hilsa
catches amid wreckage of the
muddﬁ marketplace. Hilsa in
large baskets were brought in
from the buata”a.gm;rg.at fre-

uent intervals. Hug

e silvern fish built up on the
m und. A halirgunch of
four) of e hilsa cost the bro-
ker Tk 250. Bare-chest men
i)lt:kﬁd through the rubbles of
he market and piled broken
planks, bamboo and corrugated

HE report on the suggested
educational reforms has
been submitted to the
government for preparation of
a National Education Policy, to
be announced soon. This report
also considered the other
previous exercises for updating
our educational system,
including the one drafted
almost 20 years ago. It is
expected that the modern
teaching and learning options
have been reviewed for the pol-
icy makers, and suitable rec-
ommendations have been made
for pilot applications in devel-
oping countries such as
Bangladesh, based on the expe-
rience gained by international
agencies such as the UNESCO.
Today the medium of educa-
tion has greatly diversified
compared with the traditional
media followed during the ear-
lier decades of this century,
namely attending the school or
the academic institution, where
the pupils face a teacher with
books for exercises on the board
and paper, followed by written
and practical examinations.
Now, many add-ons are avail-
able, as supplementary options.
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tins separately. They would
build the market again.

The Assistant Deputy Com-
missioner (Land), Sharif Mur-
taza of Daulat Khan thana was
seen on a motor bike nearby. He
said- he had come to
Choukighata to note down the

nafied of tHe grovhded Kty

When asked about what the
aministration' was doing to
help the affected people, he
replied they did not have
enough resources to help. The
young ADC sweated under a
scorching sun and said he was

cyclone shelter: Built in ‘92 cracks occurred in the wall dur-
ing Sept. 27 cyclone

in a hurry to get back to his sta-
tion to report about the ships.
The cries of the stranded bede

families nearby remained un-

heard as Murtaza sped off in his

new 100CC two-wheeler,

At Niz
?hm_‘l}anuddip,
ti

andar Saha shed fears sil-

on ruins of hiadhfalﬁ:c“
n

Shitu and his family ha

shelter in another house in the
market during the cyclone. The
three-member Shitu family re-
turned in the morning to find
the hut in ruins. A huge boat,

Khamar, under
thana, . Shijty,

FOCU § e
On Their Own They Start Life Again

by Morshed Ali Khan back from Bhola

The September 27 gyctanc probably did not take as many human lives as it happened in 1991, but it left behind a trail of devastation inflicting irreparable damages
to human properties. The local administration showed some activities only when PM Sheikh Hasina and her ministers visited some affected areas in the mainland
Bhola. Otherwise the nature-hardened people of these coastal areas have taken their own initiative to start life again.

:

E swept in from elsewhere, lay
* upside-down on his kitchen.

His cattle and poultry were
nowhere to be found. I am a
poor man, | have no left in
this world to build the house
again, the wicked wind has
taken away everything” a tear-
ful Shitu said. In the back-
ground Shitu’s young son scav-
enged the wreckage of the house
to find red chilies which he

carefully spread over a sheet of

Fnlythen: to be dried. None
rom the local administration
came to see the trail of devasta-
tion left by the cyclone.

Along the shore of Meghna
no houses were intact. Families
starved because they had noth-
ing left. Children cried for food
while mothers tried in vain to
light soaked earthen cookers
with wet firewood. The area
looked as if a monster has
stampeded everything to the
ground. Fallen trees — twisted
and uprooted — were every-
where.

In the market n — usu-
ally a centre for hilsa trade —
most tin-shed shops were
spared b{ the cyclone. But no
trace of the makeshift godowns

at the-ghat could be seen. .
}2& m: piac:qab?ite%' #gﬂf
| oals were i JUp in a
dit¢h. About fitgﬂ fishermen
sang in chorus as they pulled
the boats. one by one, to the
river from 500 metres away.
"Hundreds of boats have
been washed away in the sea

Modern Met“hods (;f Lear

by AM M Aabad

At present the distant learn-
ing methods have becomes
cheaper and more accessible to
the lower budget hierarchies
(compared to what the elite
class can afford). The impact of
technology, specially the elec-
tronic media in this informa-
tion age (IT), has opened up rev-
olutionary ways of getting edu-
cated, singly, sitting at home, or
in groups located in different
cities.

The electronic media has
several broad divisions, com-
puter, radio, television, and the
audio-visual (all combined
called multi-media). The latter,
includes material recorded on
audio or video tapes. Already
one electronic university is op-
erating in Bangladesh. Then
there is the Internet, with
choices and options inconceiv-
able even five years ago
(including the electronic tutor).
Distant inter-active teaching
methods have come to the
common man's doors. many of
these modern educational me-
dia are available in the Third
World countries (for example,
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the cable TV caught up quickly
and is very affordable now even
in the rural areas).

Another fascinating topic is
the growing availability of elec-
tronic books in the form of
compact disc (CD) for use with
the home computer; or on-line
within systems such as the In-
ternet (international), or LAN
(local area network) — imagine
Lthe two dozen volumes of Enc
Britannica on a single CD!

Now distant teachers can
teach in real time, as in the
video-conferencing system (a

medical operation can be
walched by the students outside
the operation theatre, in the

same building or cabled outside.
or relayed by wireless). The
MMDS technology has the po-
tential to penetrate up to the
primary school level in the ru-
ral area.

The government has already
in operation a scheme for
equipping, in the first phase, se-
lected high schools and colleges,
first with computers, then with
networks, to enable a wide
range of exchange facilities (the

ning

campuses in the US universities
are linked with a computer in
every room in each residential
hall).

Our new policy must ensure
that computer illiteracy is erad-
icated from the academic sector
right from the secondary school
stage, to provide the educated
aduit with the freedom of choice
for further self-education after
leaving the academic environ-
ment.

Today the services available
through the electronic media is
cheap, fast, and network-based,
with almost negligible updating
budget and zero-maintenance.
The use of paper is undergoing a
quiet revolution. The education
media is changing. We must not
be unaware of the options, and
what we might be missing, un-
less properly briefed b tﬁt ex-
perts and professional consul-
tancy services. The UNICEF has
a major role to play as advisor
and surveyor for pushing up the
rate of literacy in the develop-
INng countries.

— Dharitri Feature Service
The writer is a media pro-

fessional.
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and we can never know how
many fishermen have been
swept away by the surge, some
have their families living in
other districts,” said Mia Bhai,
a hilsa fisherman of the area.

Red Crescent workers at
Hasan N , in brand new
overalls and plastic safety hel-
mets were to receive
the Prime Minister. Fat po-
licemen sat for hours under a
colourful canvas shed behind a
row of comfortable chairs
meant for the dignitaries
scheduled to arrive ‘any time'.

Red Crescent workers said
there was not a single cyclone
centre in the area. "We have

one to see the affected people

ut could offer no to them,
there is no relief,” said a young
worker.

On the way to Bhola, few
miles awar\lv_l from Hasan Nagar,
district officials in expensive
safari cars waited by the road-
side near a makeshift helipad.
Two BAF helicopters landed at
around 2pm. Security officials
quickly descended from the
choppers to k a vigil on the
crowd. A crowd of 50 AL ac-
tivists shouted welcome slogans

as the' Prime  Minister “d&
sténded from'ft. Shé was thét
followed by ministers and .
pressmen wgo

accom ed her’
all the way from Dhaka. As the
:ntnurgge approached the main
road, Tofael Ahmed, sitting

next to Sheikh Hasina. sud-
denly opened the door and got
off the vehicle paqinting his fin-
%lcr at someone ly. Sheikh
asina smiled and waved back
to the chanting crowd ignoring
the minister's sudden concern.
Within minutes the vehicles
disappeared towards
Choukighata and Hasan Nagar.
None of the dozen fishing
trawlers available at Hasan Na-
ar ghat agreed to to Char
hg'uddin 15km across the
mighty river with a very stron
current and high waves. A loca
Red Crescent official intervened
and convinced a trawler to do
the job for an exorbitant fare.
“Nobody wants to go to the char,
because it is isolated,” said the

Char Zahiruddin: The horizon is visible from any direction

A
hiruddin

official.

The approach canal to Za-
hiruddin showed signs of devas-
tation. Scores of dead cows, buf-
faloes and goats lay on both
sides of the canal. Dogs and
crows feasted happilalmr the !
aburidant supply: As
traveélled there. was.no sign of
any-trées except
plantations amid shattered
dwellings belonging to the
15,000 inhabitants of the island
that rose in the middle of
Meghna some 30 years ago. On
every direction, horizon was
apparent over the green paddy
flelds. Zahiruddin counted 12
dead since Saturday and many
more were missing.

Each of the 3,000 huts on the
island was damaged — some
leveled to the ground and some
tilting dangerously. The is-
landers were looking for miss-
ing relatives in the paddy fields
while the air smelt heavy with
rotten flesh. Zahiruddin had
taken the full impact of the cy-
clone. "The whole population of
the island would have been
wiped out if the tide was high
during the storm.” said Nurul
Islam who had lost all his cattle

WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY

Shafiullah: The self-proclaimed leader of Char Za-

AS eyesn

Che Dily Sar 5

and poultry but saved himself
by sheltering ip the sole cyclone
centre of the island. He said the
wind was very strong but the
tidal surge remained about five
feet high. "I thought all the huts
wi;l;al their occupanis Wfi_re
was away as it happened few
}rears?:gu but thanks Allah not,
many have died,” he sdid. '

Char Zahiruddin's inhabi-
tants have been settled under a
government programme. They
were victims of river erosion
elsewhere and started migrat-
ing to the area since 1971-72 .
Every settler was allocated 1.5
acres of land under the pro-

ramme and they built their
uts in the middle of the plots.
Every hut is separated from the
other by a paddy field. Char Za-
hiruddin has a small primary
school but it has no medical fa-
cility. Part of the 40-km-long
and 15-km-wide island was
taken over by the forest de-
partment which planted kewra
trees over a huge stretch. In ad-
dition to farming, most of the
islanders survive on hilsa fish-
ing. Islanders complained that
they were subjected to
‘'systematic extortion’ by the lo-

cal

self-proclaimed leader
Shafiullah. “"Each dwelling
must pay the leader 200 taka
Egr year or lose the cattle or the

at or face eviction,” said an
old man adding, "nothing
moves here without his ap-

proval.”
The sole cyclone shelter of
Char Zahiruddin housed the 14-

member police camp estab-
lished few months ago to
maintain law and order. Sub
Inspector, Abdul Hai who
headed the camp said he was
maintaining contacts with
Bhola over wireless but none
came to visit it since September
27. Over 500 men, women and
children took refuge in the shel-
ter which was built to accom-
modate hardly 250 people. It

ew cracks as the fierce wind

it it with a wvelocity of
150kmph.

“Inside the shelter men,
women and children were
crammed holding their last be-
longings in the air. Some had
their goats and chickens held
above the floor because there
was no space inside,” said Ab-
dul Hai.

Another police constable
showed the cracks on the wall
and complained that the win-
dows and doors of the shelter
were so badly made that the
slightest rainfall flooded the
floor inside. "During the cy-
clone people had to stand in
ankle-deep water inside the
shelter,” he said. The shelter
was built in 1992 by the Red
Crescent.

Many islanders were miss-
ing as they had to turn back

. |X from the overcrowded shelter

and head, in vain, for another
refuge. Chukun Ali Majhi lost
his son, grand-son and mother
as the family started walking
towards the shelter after their
house was blown away. He was
speechless when people discov-
ered the body of his 10-year-old
grand-son three days later . Two
other bodies found in the paddy
fields at the time of this corre-
spondent’s visit could not be
buried because nobody volun-
teered to do the job. Action Aid,
an:NGO operating locally buried
one body later.

“Nobody has counted how
many islanders are missing
and we have no cattle or poultry
left any more.” said an elderly
islander picking bits and pieces
from his shattered hut.

One Shafiullah, about 33,
claimed that he was the leader
of the island. When asked
whether he was elected, Shafi-
ullah replied in the negative but
said he was traditionally a
leader. “I +have received some
chira, gur and muri as relief
from the district headquarters

which is far from adequate,” he

sald. | : -
Back in the district head-

uarters in Bhola | officials at

istrict Commissioner's office
said as per their information
the death toll was 33. They were
not aware of what was happen-
ing in Char Zahiruddin. “Don’t
worry, we have instructed our
TNOs to help the affected peo-
ple.” said the Chief Relief Offi-
cer at DC's office,

The September 27 cyclone

Erubahly id not take as many
uman lives as it happened in
1991, but it left behind a trail of
devastation inflicting ir-
reparable damages to human
properties. The local adminis-
tration showed some activities
only when PM Sheikh Hasina
and her ministers visited some
affected areas in the mainland
Bhola. Otherwise the nature-
hardened people of these
coastal areas have taken their
own initiative to start life
again,

Challenges of 21st Century

by Principal Quazi Faruque Ahmed

Authorities in Bangladesh should recognize that improvement in the social and economic status of teachers,
their living and working conditions, their terms of employment and their career prospects are the best

means of overcoming any existing shortage of competent and experienced teachers.

ORLD Teachers Day is

being observed today

(October 5) in many
countries of the world including
Bangladesh. Programmes have
been drawn up by various
teachers’ organisations
including angladesh
Federation of Teachers' Asso-
ciations (BFTA), representing
both the government and non-
government school and college
teachers, befitting the occasion.
As is known to many, October 5
is dedicated to those who devote
their lives to their belief that
learning gives rise to liberty,
that education is the life-blood
of democracy. The vision of a
future where people will live to-
gether in harmony, tolerance
and mutual is not some-
thing to dream about, but some-
lhinitn work and struggle for.
Teachers are in the forefront of
this battle.

As a matter of fact, educa-
tion is an investment in the fu-
ture of individual as well as so-
ciety. On the eve of the 21st
century, the right to education
is nothing more than the right
to participate in the life of the
modern world. Yet, while the
importance of education is
more uﬂdclfxrccugnlzcd today
than ever before, those who
play the central role in provid-

it — the 50 million teachers
of the world — are often over-
looked, World Teachers Day s
dedicated to correcting this sit-
uation and zing the de-
voted women men on whom
the education of our children

Why October 5th was chosen
as the World Teachers' Day? To
have a proper answer to this

uery, it is necessary lo lrace
the origin and background of

the events which led to the
adoption of UNESCO/ILO rec-
ommendation concerning the
status of teachers. Adopted on
5th October 1966 at a Special
Inter-Governmental Conference
held in Paris, the recom-
mendation was the first such
international declaration on
the status of teachers in history
and it represented a giant step
in defining the responsibilities
and asserting the rights of
members of the teaching pro-
fession throughout the world.
The adoption came after two
decades of exploratory meet-
ings, proposals and worldwide

consultations with teachers
and inter-governmental organ-

isations. The origin of the rec-
ommendation can be traced to
as early as 1946 with a request
by the delegate of China at the
first session of the UNESCO
General Conference to draft and
promulgate a World Teachers'

. Charter which would tend to (i)

ensure the material conditions
of the teacher, (2) raise his
moral condition, (3) protect
freedom of teaching.

As regards the content of the
Declaration, the recommenda-
tion is still one of the most im-

rtant international tools for

ringing about improvements
in teaching profession, as well
as development of education.
The 145-paragraph document is
virtually mandatory reading
for any one interested in educa-
tion.

The recommendation states,
among other things: 1) Since ed-
ucation is a service of funda-
mental importance in the gen-
eral public interest, it should be
recognised as a responsibility
of state. (i1) Since education is
an essential factor in economic

growth, educational plannin
'should form an integral part o

total economic and social
planning undertaken to im-
prove living conditions.

In adopting this recommen-
dation, governments unani-
mously recognized the impor-
tance for every society of hav-
ing competent, qualified and
motivated teachers. Yet accord-
ing to the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the situa-
tion of teachers some thirty
years later has reached "an in-
tolerably low point". The [ILO
draws attention to the drastic
decline in teachers' working
conditions worldwide and the
exodus of qualified and experi-
enced teachers to better paid
jobs. Colin N Power, UNESCO's
Assistant Director General for
education has said. teachers not
only feel they are excluded and
disempowered: they olten are.
The situation of teachers is
most pressing in dcve{_t;pln
countries where two thirds o
the world's teachers live.

When we look into the arena
of education in Bangladesh we
find that three systems of edu-
cation are prevailing here: (i)
purely government institu-
tions, (ii) government-aided
non-governmental institutions
g.ill] urely private educati

stitutions run on loss an
profit basis (some of them with
international affiliation).

American historian Henry
Brooks Adams said, "A teacher
affects eternity: he can never
tell where his influence stops.”
In the light of these words:
"Authorities in Bangladesh
should recognise that im-
provement in the social and
economic status of teachers,
their living and working condi-

tions, their terms of employ-
ment and their career prospects
are the best means of overcom-
ing any existing shortage of
competent and experienced
teachers, and attracting to and
retaining in the teaching pro-
fession substantial number of
fully qualified persons.”

I}!;we really belive that edu-
cation is an investment in the
future of individuals and of so-
cieties, it is imperative that the
existing glaring disparity and
discrimination in education
must and forthwith be removed.
It is found .that Bangladesh
Government spends, on an av-
erage, Taka 34 lac 20 thousand
per government institution
whereas the figure is only Taka
3 lac 17 thousand per non-gov-
ernment institution, although
only 9.94 per cent students are
enrolled in government insti-
tutions. Again, teachers serving
in government and non-gov-
ernment institutions are paid
inequally. Non-government
teachers are paid much less, de-
spite the fact that they have the
same educational qualification
and experience and follow the
same curriculum. So a soul
searching is required so as to ef-
fect a change in the system of
education in the spirit of
democracy, adhering to the
provisions and principles of
our Constitution. This is more
required since we are virtually
a‘ﬁht doorstep of the 21st cen-
tury. A nation like ours cannot
but accept the challenge of the
ensuing century with cou
and vision in the fleld of educa-

tion.

ruLm writer l.sh Gen-
e ladesh Federa
MHB;:P Association. o



