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Mills closed
Prime Group
OWNErs,
employees

file cases

From Ehsanul Haque

NARAYANGAN.J. Oct 3: Two
cases were with Fatullah
thana today in connection with
the attack on three industrial
units of Prime Group by armed
goons on Thursday.

Of the two cases. one was

lodged by the workers and the
ohthhu' the owners, said Fatul-
ty people were injured
in the attack on Prime Textile
ite Mills and Prime Re-rolling
Mills of the group in
Nanadalalpur area under Fatul-
lah thana. The units employ
about 4,000 workers.
the incident, the
dq:iuy;i th aﬁimpulice
were ere. was,
however, arrested police said.
During a visit to the mill
area, it was seen that a five-
storied rest house of Prime
Group was and their
offices were also ransacked. -
Vehicles, freeze, television, air-
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conditioner and furniture were |

The FIR lodged on behalf of
See Page 12 Col 7

Indian goods
flooded markets
during BNP rule,

says Zillur

General Secretary of
mhdem Awami League and
Government, Rural De-

velopment and Cooperatives
Minister Zillur Rahman yes-
terday rejected the statement
m..ﬂ Begum Khaleda Zia
and it was her BNP gov-
ernment which had turned
Bangladesh into the market of

Indian during its rule, re-
In a statement, Zillur Rah-

man said that the BNP
rule ruhi fish, potatoes, onions,
gﬁu and even rashgollas

India flooded the market
of this country. The incident of

blggest arms smugging to
%tr *ru!tg'l:hngek -wdmmgm J

trymen are
well aware of the fact that the

See Page 12 Col 1
Appointments,

transfers

Former Defence Secretary
Kazi Mohammad Monzoor-e-
Maula has been appointed Sec-
retary of the Parliament Secre-
tariat on contract basis for
three years by cancelling his
LPR, said an official handout
last night, UNB.

It said Joint Secre of the
Jute Ministry A K M zaur
Rahman has n made Private
f:cr:tary to the Prime Minis-

Director General of
B adesh National Museum
AZ Rafique Bhuiyan has
been made Director the Di-
rectorate of Archeol while
Director of Bangla Ac yAK

M Shamsuzzaman the DG of the
National Museum on coatract

See Page 12 Col 3

Announcement

Our weekly Entertainment
page for Friday appears today,
dropping National page.
Inconvenience caused to

readers is regretted.
_ ==

—Inside Today
Article

The Venues and
the Vengeance

Column: Beneath
the Surface

by Abdul Bayes
Page 4

Star Literature

A genius lyricist
Masud Karim; Gender
and development; A
joint effort of youth
and age; and
Oldest Epic
Pages 6&7

International

Shelling on Kashmir
border ends

—

The overbridge at Kamalapur railway station in the city being dismantled yesterday.

—3Star photo by Sk Enamul Haque

@The Daily Star

DHAKA SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1997 AMADIUL AWAL 30 1418 HIJRI

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE P 2di | 3
OF DIFFERENT TYPES. ' |

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA,
TEL : 605857, 607383 SHOW ROOM : 881985

Govt still uncertain
about donors’
aid pledge

By Inam Ahmed

The government requires an
increased foreign aid inflow to
bridge the savings gap for a
higher level of investment to
achieve the targeted seven per
cent growth rate, according to
highly placed official sources.

The changed aid environ-
ment marked by trimming of
donors’ aid hujl,gtt. however,
may not allow lor higher ex-
ternal assistance pledge in the
November consortium meet to
be held for the first time in
Dhaka, departing from the ear-
lier practice of meeting in
Paris.

"We would make our case.
But we are still uncertain about
the donors' pledge this year
since some major donors have
cut back on their aid budget.,"
said an authoritative source.

Japan, the largest bilateral
donor, is ‘'favourable' to
Bangladesh. But it also has
trimmed its overall external
assistance quantum this year.

"We still expect a better
pledge from them," he said.

But how much the donors

would agree to give Bangladesh
would require an assessment of
the lendings they had been
making, said a top Finance
Ministry official.

"Donors are moving away
from open pledge. This time
they are likely to make it an
impact-based one,” he said.

“This year's budget shows a
higher foreign ald component
from last year's . It is 1525 mil-
lion dollars this year against
last year's revised amount of
1450 million dollars,” he
pointed out. "This means we
will need more aid commitment
to keep our programmes on
foot.”

On top of this, a higher
growth rate — seven per cent —
would require more investment
to achieve the target. With the
government's revenue collec-
tion efforts straining at the
moment, a natural recourse
would be to net more aid to
make the necessary investment
for reaching the growth rate,
officials noted.

See Page 12 Col 7
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Govt using media against
movement, says Khaleda

BNP will enfc rce an eight-
hour road-rail blockade across
the country tomorrow as part of
its ongoing movement against
what it said undemocratic,
anti-people and subservient ac-
tivities of the government.

The party high command
yesterday directed all its front
organisations and district and
thana committees for taking
massive preparations to make
the 6 am.to 2 pm programme a

success
o ;:-] yarricade is
Jatlya Party (Z-
M), Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami
Ollg: Jote, Jagpa and PNP.
urces in op tion camp

said that the leaders of the six
arties are likely to meet today.
also hinted that barricade
will be put up at Rampura, Ma-
hakhall, Jatrabari, Sadarghat,
To bridge, Kanchpur bridge
and Mirpur areas around
Dhaka during the amimne.
Meanwhile, BNP Chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia has
urged the countrymen to make

Eight-hour road-rail barricade tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

tomorrow's barricade pro-
ﬁ'amme a success, according to
NB

The Opposition Leader in a
statement yesterday said that
BNP is struggling for safeguard-
ing country's independence and
sovereignty, continuation of
the democratic process. saving
economy, protecting public life
and rty and ensuring peo-
ple’'s democratic rights.

The barricade programme
across the country has been

W.ﬂ lm- =

The Leader of the on
in Parliament said the govern-
ment has become isolated from
the people due to its total failure
to run the country and sub
servient activities,

The BNP Chairperson said
the country is now facing a se-
rious crisis due to failure and
wrong policy of the govern-
ment.

She said the government is
also using the media against the
current movemenl! launched to

protect the couniry and people’'s
rights.

But, she expressed her confi-
dence that like in the past the
Eesent government would not

able to mislead the patriotic
and democracy-loving people
through false propaganda.

"We want to categorically say
that our movement is to protect
the country and its ple. Our
movement is for the demand to
run parliament neutrally and
making it the central point of

.H "1 ’.H' .
Hfgllﬂl E.li'l. ﬁ:i <H That the .

current movement is also for
ensuring fair price of all agri-
products. including jute. rice
and sugarcane, and reduction of
fuel price. fertiliser. agri-inputs
and essential commodities.
The movement is also to
press for cancellation of "un
democratic® Gram Parishad
Bill, resolving the existing cri-
sis of watler, gas and electricity.
full implementation ol pay- |
scale and announcement ol

See Page 12 Col 7

Eight projects lunded by the
Asian Development Bank B)
are moving at a snail's pace
while the government is seek-
ing ways for speedy implemen-
tation of the limping projects.

Official sources said the
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) has identified the eight
slow-moving projects against
which disbursements ol loan
money are trailing far behind
the project's elapsed loan pe-
riod.

The poor disbursements,
;ﬂ&aru?d to the elapsed loan

' the jects, show that
they have bel;?rjﬁec almost sick

need special measures for
their satisfactory implementa-
tion, an official said.

A review of these eight pro-
E[:‘ts was recently sent to the

me Minister's Office for nec-
essary action, pinpointing the
problems and suggesting their
possible redress, he told UNB
yesterday.

The suggestions include des-
ignating project directors as
early as possible in the project
cycle, even though he may not

Eight ADB-aided projects
moving at snail's pace

be formally appointed until the
loan is made elfective.
Frequent transfer of project
directors should be sto . the
ERD suggested, adding that
preferably one project director
should continue for the entire
implementation of the project.
The projects are Coastal
Greenbelt prujl:cl. Third Natu-
ral Gas Development project,
Rural Electrification

roject,
Dhaka Integr

ated Fl Protec-
tion project, Second Waler
Supply and Sanitlation project,
Higher Secondary Educaltion
project, Bangladesh Open Uni-
vtrnitﬁv project and Second
Health and Family Planning

* Services project.

Only 8 per cent of loan
amount was disbursed against
30 Ocl:)cr cent of elapsed loan pe-
riod for the Coastal Greenbelt
project, where the ADB is pro-
viding 21.98 million US dol-
lars.

For the Third Natural Gas
Development project, only 14
per cent of the 107.43 million
ADB loan was disbursed against
the 57 per cent of the elapsed

loan period. .
The ERD commented on the
project that the tx&ullnﬁ}agrn
cies need to comply with loan
covenants like enactment ol gas
regulations, establishment of

regulatory authority and a];-
pointment of private sector di-
rectors in their boards.

The executing agencies must
expedite procurement action, it

Ounly 11 per cent loan
amournt was disbursed against
50 per cent of elapsed loan pe-
riod for the Rural Electrifica-
tion project in which the Bank
Is giving 44 44 million US dol-
lars.

For the Dhaka Integrated
Flood Protection project. 49 per
cent loan amount was disbursed
against 99 per cent of the
elapsed loan period. The ADB's
contribution in the project is
95.45 million dollars.

The ERD said the PPs of the
project have to be changed to
accommodate revised scope and
increased lt-ﬂsi The rxf-c:utir;g !
agencies should gear up imple- |

See Page F;Cul 7 i

WEFDY secy-gen tells The Daily Star

Page 5

Business

Profit-taking pushes
share prices down
Page 8

| Har-hand Singh Bath

By Nurul Kabir

Youth organisations in
Bangladesh should have a more
active role in dealing with prob-
lems like illiteracy, poverty and
unemployment, according to
Harchand Singh Bath, secretary
general of the World Federation
of Democratic Youth (WFDY).

"llliteracy, poverty and un-
employment are the major prob-
lems Bangladesh's young peo-
ple have been confronting and
the country's youth organisa-
tions should play a greater role
to remove the problems.”

Bath, a former general
secretary of the All India
Student Federation said the
democratic youth organisations
should also be involved in the
policy making process in the

country, from grassroots to the
national level

An Indian national, now
based in Budapest. Hungary,
Bath was in Dhaka on a three
day visit last week to attend a
‘tonference of Bangladesh Jubo
Union, which is also WFDY's
lpcal unit. As many as 155
ﬁ‘luth organisations in 105
countries are under the fold of
WFDY, which acts as coordina-
tor of their activities at the
global level.

In an interview with The
Daily Star, Bath also gave ideas
about how the youth commu-
nity could make its way into the
national policy making mecha-
nism

See Page 12 Col 4

BNP discusses

preparations
for barricade
programme

A joint meeting ol BNI’ and
its front organisations yesterday
called upon the countrymen to
make tomorrow's countrywide
road and rail barricade pro-
gramme a Success, reporls
UNB.

Held at party central office
with BNP secretary general Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in the
chair, the meeting discussed
measures to make barricade
programine a success.

Mannan Bhuiyan told the
meeling that the government is
using the media, including
state-run radio and television

(Fonisied the people. ©

He said government's be-
haviour clearly proved that it
became imbalanced by the
mass movement and took re-
course to various evil designs to
divert the movement in a difler-
ent way.

Sounding a note of warning,
the BNFP secretary general said
the government would be held
responsible for the conse-
quences if it intensified repres-
sivee measures to check people's
movement. The current move-

See Page 12 Col 8

Asian Art
Biennial
from Nov 6

The Eighth Asian Art Bien-
mial Exhibition will be held in
Dhaka from November 6 under
e auspices of Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy. reports
LINIS

Prime Minister Sheikh
Llasina as expected to open the

25-day exhibition at Osmani
Memorial Auaditorium on
November 6.

Out of 49 countries of the
Asia Pacific region invited to
ﬁaﬂ:rlpatr_ in the exhibition, 30

ave so far responded posi-
tively, said a press release of the
academy vesterday.

The 30 countries which have
conflirmed their participation
are. Ausltralia, Armenia,
Bahrain, Bhutan, China, Geor-
gia. India, Iran, Japan, Jordan,
Kyrgystan, Kuwait, Malaysia,

yanmar, Nepal. Oman, Pak
istan, Palestine, Qutar, Republic
of Korea, Russian Federation,
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Syria, UAE, Yemen,
Vietnam, the Philippines and

' host Bangladesh.

Art works of the participants

' will be dlsrlaved at the galleries

of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academny, Osmani Memorial

. Hall and Bangladesh National
- Museum.

Some 50 artists and art crit-

- ics from the participating coun-

Youth bodies should have a
say in policy making

lries are expected to visit
Bangladesh on the occasion. the
press release said.

Woman allegedly
gangraped
in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG . Oct 3: Local
mastans allegedly gangraped a
newl married woman in
Agrabad area under Double-
mooring thana of the city last
night, police said.

The victim Fatema Akter is
now at Doublemooring thana
custody and doctors will exam-
ine her tomorrow, police said.

Police informed that the
mastans had stormed into the
house of Fatema at 3 am last
night by breaking open the
doors and ganﬁ,ra;i;cd ier after
confining her husband, Saidur
Rahman al gunpoint in another
room.

A case has been filed with
Doublemooring thana accusin
five persons. None was arrest
till filing of this report

Delay in registration

10335 pharmacists sit
idle for over a yr

By Naimul Haq

More than 10,000 qualified
pharmacists are sitting idle as
the Council Committee of the
Pharmacy Council of Bangla-
desh (PCB) is sitting on their
ap[izllicalinns for registration
with the PCB.

PCB registration is a pre-
condition for pharmacists to
start professional work but the
PCB Council Committee, the
body responsible for giving reg-
istration, is not functioning for
over one and a half years.

Sources in the Council said,
10,335 candidates who com-

‘the ‘Certificate Course in
harmacy’ and appeared at
Pharmacy Certificate Registra-
tion Examinations held from
November 1993 till March 1997
are waiting for their certificates
in category 'B'.

The sources also said that
about 150 graduates from the
pharmacology departments of
Dhaka and Jahangirnagar uni-
versities are also waiting for
their registration in category 'A'.

According to a council mem-
ber who requested anonymity.
the Council could not sit to dis-

cuss the registration issue due
to ‘inactive attitude’ of the gov-
ernment and division in the
Bangladesh Pharmaceutical
Society (BPS). Rival factions of
the BPS are now fighting a legal
battle for legitimacy, he said.

According to rules, drug
stores must sell medicines un-
der the personal supervision of
a pharmacist registered with
the PCB. "But most of the drug
stores are run by simple sales-
men,"” admitted a member of the
Chemists and Druggists Asso-
ciation. "A very few of the drug
siores have pharmacists,” he
said. |

When asked, a high official
of the Drug Administration ac-
knowledged that the authorities
could not ensure pm{}er imple-
mentation of the legislation.

The 15-member Council
Committee comprises represen-
tatives from the Bangladesh

Pharmaceutical Society,
Chemists and Druggists Asso-
ciation, Drug Administration

and the Bangladesh Medical
Association. Its lenure expired
See Page 12 Col 8

Focus on CBA in PDB

Management keeping us
away, alleges TU leader

By Sharier Khan

Jobs of ledger writers and
metre readers in Power Devel-
opment Board (PDB) are consid-
ered very lucrative although
lhe{qarc not well-paid.

any of them are allegedl
involved in illegal deals wit
the consumers, depriving the

PDB of about Tk | Crore rev-
enue earning a year.
A metre reader has a four-

storey house in the posh Bailey
Road area of the city and is
currently constructing another
four-storey extension of the
building.

Metre readers and ledger
writers like him are said to
mainly responsible for the sys-
tem loss in PDB. The workers’
unions in the PDB are protect-
ing these unscrupulous ele-
ments, it is alleged.

Asked about allegation,
General Secretary of the Com-
bined Bargaining Agent (CBA)
in PDB Zalrul Hasan said that
trade unions did not back such
employees.

“This is where the CBA can

play a vital role if the PDB
management fully involves it
in the development efforts of
Lthe organisation. But unfortu-
nately the CBA is being viewed

as a villain in the organisation |

and is left out,” he said.

According to him. during
BNP rule from 1991 to '96 the
CHBA was actively involved in
the process of removing indis-
cipline from the organisation.
“The CBA E}ayeﬂ a strong role
in the PDB  Participatory
Committee which used to iden-
tify and punish "indisciplined
employees.” Now over the last
10 months, there had not been
a single meeting of the Partici-
patory Committee, he added.

To cut down system loss, the
PDB management, in coopera-
tion with the CBA, introduced a
reward and punishment system
in 1992 anJanr the first time,
2747 officials
punished that year.

Fnllnwin%t is, system loss
had gradually declined. In the

See Page 12 Col 3

and staff were

Cyclone: 17 more
bodies recovered
in Patuakhali
-and Bhola

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 3: Seventeen
more bodies of victims of last

Friday's cyclone were recovered
in Patuakhali and Bhola in the
last three days, according to
sources today.

Many bodies. some decom-

sed, are still floating in dif-
erent areas of the coast, ac-
cording to Mostafa Chowdhury,
president of Patharghata
Trawler Owners Association in
Patuakhali.

He said that five decomposed
bodies of missing fishermen
were recovered {rom Karai-
bunia Char, some 6 kilometres
away from Kuakata sea beach
under Kalapara thana of Patu-
akhali district today. One of
these bodies could be identified
as that of Mir Harun, 30, of
South Patharghata of Barguna
district,

He also informed that out of
134 missing fishermen since
last Friday, 57 returned so far.

According to reports from
Bhola. bodies of twelve more
cyclone victims were recovered
from different places under five
thanas of the district in the last
three days.

Eight of the bodies were

See Page 12 Col 8

Ousted BCL
faction retakes
DU halls

By DU Correspondent

Activists of the Shariatpur-
Madaripur faction of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) who were 'ousted’ from the
Shahidullah Hall and Fazlul
Haq Hall of Dhaka University
bﬁ the rival Gopalganj faction
Thursday evening, recaptured’
the halls at around 12 the some
night, according to sources on
the campus.

After being ousted, the ac-
tivists first demonstrated in
front of the residence of the Vice
Chancellor and urged him to
take action against capture of
the halls by 'outsiders’.

The activists, some of them
armed, then 'forced' the resident
students of the two halls to par-
ticipate in a procession and
marched towards the halls to
recapture the dormitories from
the Gopalganj group.

When the procession reached
the Doel Chattar near Curzon

Hall, the Gupalﬁan faction
fired shots from the Shahidul-
lah and Fazlul Hag Halls. At

this slaﬁe. If:bolict lobbed some
10 rounds of teargas shells to
bri?g the situation under con-
trol.

Sensing danger, activists of
See Page 12 Col 2

Mahathir may
visit Bangladesh
in December

Malaysian Prime Minister Dr
Mahathir Bin Muhammad is
expoected to visit Bangladesh
sometime in December, official
sources said yeslerday, reports
LINB.

Mahathir, who first visited
Bangladesh in 1993, will make
the trip to Dhaka at the invita-
tion nIP his Bangladesh counter-
part Sheikh Hasina.

The Malaysian premier's visit
here is likely to take place ei-
ther on his way to Tehran or on
way back home from the Ira-
nian capital which will be host-
ing the summit of the Organi-
sation of Islamic Conference
(OIC) in the second week of De-

cember.
The overnments of
Bangladesh and Malaysia are

now working on the details of
the planned visit.

e parley. which will take
place between the two heads of
government, is expected to pro-
minently focus on the prospects
of increase in Malaysian
investment in Bangladesh.

A number of private compa-
nies from Malaysia, an EIIIE[‘%—
ing Asian economic power, is al-
ready doing business here in
joint ventures.
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