least two
ripped

crimmes, armed and

:

. AP

sources,
Colonels
pline.

|

spokesman said, AFP
The three boys,
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Blasts in train claim 2 in India:

died and 65 were injured when three blasts
a train near the Indian capital and three bombs
exploded in a crowded business district in the city. police said
yesterday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

Mpcn:rvmkﬂhduﬂ&ﬂothenhxjumdwhenlhm:
explosions ed the frontier mail late Wednesda

nearing the city of Ghaziabad. ad
safety chief Indrajit Ghosh

Japanese were among those injured.

14 executed In China: autorities in restive

northwestern Xinjiang have executed 14

The 1 mmmgmt%

in the regional capital. Urumgi, the newspa Daily
m[:n'rhurlda]rin Beijing. Z‘E::Jiamdn. a 30-
at a Bank of China branch in Urumgqi, was found

The airforce plane based on the Kola Peninsula went out of
control and crashed near the Kill-Yaver military airfield in an
area some 40 kilometres (25 miles) from Murmanks. Military
3}1.|oted by ITAR-Tass said the crew, Lieutenant-

adimir Semyonov and Vladimir Yevs
flyers with an air until noted for its

(39 US). Hundreds of Chinese
the territory to mark Wednesday's national day, the anniver-
sary of Communist rule on the mainland.

as it was
New Delhi. Railway
four Australians and a

for economic
-related offenses, state-run

a public rally

gin. were

and disci-

m HK:

L Iﬂ [ ]
Three teen-agers were msch cargly Thursda Fnr damaging

flag, the first to be detain

since-Hong Kong returned to Chinese rule on July 1. a police
from Hong >

between 15 and 16, were detained for

for the crime

ags
Lantau island. They

a bail of Hong Kong dollars

s were displayed throughout

Lanka plans major steps
to end Tamil msurrection

COLOMBO, Oct 2: Sri Lanka's
draft constitution. designed to
address the grievances of the
Tamil minority and end a 14-
Ilu.r ethnic war, will go to par-

ament within five weeks, a
Cabinet minister said Thurs-
day, AP.

"We expect to present it be-
fore the annual budget which is
on November 5." Constitutional
Affairs Minister Lakshman
Peiris told reporters.

The draft includes the gov-
ernments answer to a demand
which Tamil politicians have
long camtg:l ned for: the

of il-dominated

and eastern provinces

to give Tamils more control
over their own affairs.

The other seven provinces

are controlled by 'the y
Sinhalese, who also e
the céntral’ JIA. Q)

The complicated
for a referendum in thé Trin-
comalee and Batticaloa dis-
tricts of the eastern province,
Peiris said.

If the two districts choose to

with the north, the third
eastern district, Ampara, which

an calls

is dominated by Muslims, could
either remain se te or merge
with the Sinhalese-controlled
Uva province, said Peiris. Three
small heavily Muslim munici-
palities in the Batticaloa dis-
trict would be a te area.
Tamil Tiger guerillas who
are battling for a separate na-
tion for themselves, have al-
ready rejected the plan. But a
series ol military offensives in
the last two years have driven
them out of the cities and into
small jungle towns, and the
overnment hopes to weaken
them further and force them to
negotiate.
uliyankulam, a strategic
northern town the military has
been besieged for four months
Sri Lankan forces. In a battle
ay; 51 rebels and 19 sbl-
diers were killed; according to
mi]ﬂtllﬂnr figures.
e new constitution would
transfer wide s to the re-
administrations, includ-
ng authority over the police,
land, and education. The cen-
tral government would retain
control of the military, foreign
relations and banking.

Taliban bombing raids

150 civilians killed in 2 days

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 2: A
total 150 civilians have been
killed in two days of Taliban
bombing raids on the northern
Afghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif,
an Afghan envoy said here
wml(. reports AFP.

Abdullah, the vice-minister
for foreign affairs of the ousted
Kabul government, the toll
in an address to the General
Assembly.

He said that the victims of
the bombings were mostly
women and ]

He told the assembly he had
just received the "sad news of
the aerial bombardments by the
Taliban of the city of Mazar-I-
Sharif for the 16th time in a
row in just two days which have
taken as many as 150 lives of
the civilian population of the
city, mostly women and chil-

"l express in outrage and
condemnation of this cowardly
act of terror,” Abdullah said.

'Ih:i_ envoy, whose [action is

an ance fighting the
aliban, stressed t,hlgl’l1 ]{lf]i%: Is-
lamic state of Afghanistan re-

mains committed to the safety

of the UN sonnel and other
aid s in Afghanistan.”

He spoke after a spokesman
for the opposition Hezb-1-Wah-
dat faction said "serious action”
will be taken against UN staff
in Mazar-I-Sharif unless the
United Nations acts to stop Tal-
iban jet raids.

e spokesman, Mohammad
Haldari, speaking in a
telephone interview from the

ed city, m:culudlthc work-
ers assing on intelligence to
the Taﬂhan. tee

r
¥

34 die as bus

plunges into
river in India

HYDERABAD, India, Oct 2:
At least 34 ple died when a
bus plunged into a river in the
anutlfmrn Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh, officials said
here on Thursday, reports AFP.

They said dozens of other
passengers were still not ac-
counted for.

Train explosion in India

Police suspect involvement
of separatists

'IhHE'.f DELHI. Oct 2: Police
ursday were probing the g
sible involvement of BcccsaiI:;-
ist militants in the bombing of
an express train near the Indian
capital that killed two people
F wounded 35 others, reports

"We suspect it was the work
of terrorists but no one has
claimed responsibility," said
{ilharer:j:llra Kumlar. the officer of

€ railway police investigati
Wednesday's explnsinnsg?lcgf
Ghaziabad, about 25 miles (40
kilometers) from New Delhi.

Five Australian tourists and
a Japanese were among the
wounded.

India is battling a number of
separatist insurgencies. Muslim
militants have been fi hting
since 1989 to sever the far
northern territory of Kashmir
from India. In Punjab, south of
Kashmir, Sikhs conducted a 10-
year rebellion for a separate
state that was declared crushed
five years ago but which flares
occasionally. Tribal insurgents
also are fighting Indian forces
in the remote northeast.

The blasts in three sleeper
coaches of the Frontier Mail,

tra from New Delhi to the
Sikh holy city of Amritsar, oc-
curred three hours after two
crude bombs oded in a busy
old quarter of the Indian capi-
tal, woun 24 people.

It was not clear if the inci-
dents were connected.

Survivors told police one
bomb on the train was in a box
wrap;iaed in a clear plastic bag
that lay unclaimed. A police-
man in the carriage told pas-
sengers not to touch it, but one
of them picked up the box and it
exploded, Kumar said. The man
who handled the box was in-

The three explosions oc-
curred 16 minutes apart, Kumar
said. The latter two were more
powerful.

One bomb killed two Indians
immediately and wounded the
five Australians traveling to-
gether in the same compart-
ment.

Forensic experts and the
Anti-Terrorist Cell of the Delhi
police were :xaminlnlg the
damaged carriages for clues to
the kind of explosives used, the
Press Trust of India news

agency said.

International

Indo-Pak PMs try to quell
border tensions

NEW DELHI. Oct 2: The In-
dian and Pakistani prime min-
isters spoke on a recently acti-
vated hot line to try to end bor-
der clashes that killed at least
39 civilians this week, reports
said Thursday, says AP.

India's Inder Kumar Gujral
called Nawaz Sharif in Pak-
istan late Wednesday, remind-
ing him of their eement is
New York last month to restore

ulet to their ceasefire line in
e disputed northern territory
of Kashmir.

Artillery battles raged
across the Himalayan frontier
from Tuesday morning. India
said 18 civilians were Ellled in
the border town of Kargil Tues-
day. Pakistan said seven of its
civiians were killed by Indian
shelling that day and 13 on
Wednesday, when an Indian girl
also was reported killed.

A defence spokesman in
Jammu, the state capital of
Jammu-Kashmir, said no inci-
dents were reported overnight
Wednesday or Thursday morn-
ing. -

Gunlfire is routine across the
frontier, and United Nations

observers report thousands of

incidents every year. But the in-
tensity of the exchanges this
week was unusual and unex-
pected.

Each side has blamed the
other for instigating the recent

fighting.
The Pioneer newspaper said
stan's

in an editorial that P
shelling of Kargil on Tuesday
was "tantamount to an act of
war."

"India cannot allow outrages
like the one in Kargil to go

unanswered,” wrote The Indian

Express.

The shelling dampened
hopes of progress in talks be-
tween the two countries that
were revived earlier this year

Cross border firing
Gujral expresses
deep concern to

Nawaz Sharif

NEW DELHI, Oct 2: Indian
Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral has expressed "deep con-
cern” to his Pakistani counter-
part Nawaz Sharif over the ar-
tillery shelling by Islamabad in
Kashmir, reports said today,
reports AFP.

Gui]ral spoke to Sharif over
hot line telephone and ex-
pressed deep concern at the
continuing exchange of fire
along the Kashmir border and
loss of innocent lives,” the
Press Trust of India (PTI) said.

Sharif's response was not
immediately known, no further
details were available.

India accused Pakistani
troops of firing heavy artillery
and mortar on the town of
Kargil in the Himalayan state
of Kashmir on Tuesday, killing
17 civilians and injuring
around 50 others.

The Pakistani attack report-
edly sparked an exodus from
Kargil, located barely 30 kilo-
metres (18 miles) inside Indian
territory.

Pakistan denied the allega-
tion, and instead accused the
Indian troops of shelling Pak-
istani territory and killing 10
civilians.

following a three-year interrup-
tion. The two leaders set up
their hot line after their first
summit meeting in May.

India and P
have both acquired nuclear ca-
pability — have fought three
wars since t became inde-
pendent of Britain in 1947. Two
of them were fought over
Kashmir, the former princely
state that each side claims as its
own. Kashmir was divided in
the first war, with roughly two-
thirds in Indian hands.

The recent fighting flared
just a week after Gujral and
Sharif met for breakfast while
attending the UN General As-
sembly meeting in New York.
They pledged to quell the ten-
sion that began in June and
strengthen communications
between front-line comman-
ders.

While activity on the border
is usually unpredictable, there
were several theories for the
latest escalation.

The Pioneer speculated that
Pakistan decided to heat up the
ceasefire line after the United
States made it clear that it
would not intervene in the
Indo-Pakistan conflict.

"It is a display of pique at
having been told by President
Clinton that matters such as
Kashmir are best settled in a bi-
lal{éral manner.” the editorial
said.

The shelling also could be
cover fire for moving more mil-
itants across the Line of Con-
trol, as the frontier is formally
called, before autumn snows
seal access routes, the paper
said.

VIENNA, Austria, Oct 2: Iraq
said it has fulfilled obligations
to bare its nuclear secrets and
asked delegates to a conference
of the UN atomic agency to back
its quest for an end to UN eco-
nomic sanctions, reports AP.

Addressing the 41st annual
general conference of the Inter-
national Atomic Energ

ency. Irag's Humam Abdul-
gﬁafﬂur said Wednesday that
his country has permitted in-
spectors to look for weapons as
demanded by the UN Security
Council.

Iraq is under an October 11
deadline, when a team of UN in-
spectors must tell the Security
Counctl whether Baghdad has

honoured its promises to stop'

harassing UN inspectors as
theyw check to detetrmine
whether the Iraqis have com-
plied with UN orders to scrap
chemical. biological, nuclear
and long-range missile pro-
gramine.

Until the team certifies
compliance, the council will

Iraq urges IAEA to appro
lifting of sanctions

not lift crippling economic
sanctions imposed on Iraq after
President Saddam Hussein sent
his forces into Kuwait in 1990,
touching off the Gulf War,

Abdulghafour, the minister
of culture and information,
complained that although Iraq
has turned over 1.5 million
pages of documents on its nu-
clear programme and has al-
lowed monitors to conduct
hundreds of inspections, the
agency continues to stall.

"The agency should not allow
its credibility to be called into
question," Abdulghafour said,
urging Hans Blix, outgoing
director-general of the 116-
member [AEA, to recommend
that the sanctions be lifted.

Last fall. the agency re-
gueste
Iraqltﬁ ed a final report on its
nuclear programme. In April, it
told the UN Security Council
the report was still under re-
VieEw.

Abdulghafour said the final
report already included all the
requested information, and the

more information after

agency never explained why ad-
ditional material was neces-
sary.

Hans Forerster, head of the
Dutch delegation, said the
agency has made little progress
with ‘Iraq in the past year. He
said investigators' efforts have
been "Hampered by the unwill-
ingness of Iraq to supply the
agency with the information it
requested.”

Criticism Wednesday also
was targeted at Israel by Arab
nations, which said the Israelis
had failed to disclose the extent
of their nuclear programme.

With its undeclared nuclear

reactors, Israel "Poses a serious
menace not -only to its neigh-
bours but to the World at lArge.”
satd Samir Hobeica, head of the
Lebanese delegation.

Hobeica. along with repre-
sentatives from Saudi Arabia,
Libya and Qatar, all urged Israel
to sign the nuclear non-prolif-
eration treaty and place its nu-
clear programme under agency
scrutiny.
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Fireworks explode over Hong Kong's Victoria Harbor, Wednesday as the former British

________
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ternitory celebrated Chinese National Day for the first time since its return to Chinese

rule on July 1.

— AP/UNB photo

Academics term drive to stamp out

illiteracy from India unworkable

NEW DELHI, Oct 2: A new
drive to stamp out illiteracy in
India, which has the prime
minister's backing, is already
being rubbished as unworkable
by the country's top academics,
reports AFP.

Prime Minister Inder Kumer
Gujral told parliament last
month the battle to teach half
the country's population of 960
million g:ﬂplt to read and write
should seen as India's "sec-
ond liberation struggle.”

His remedy was simple, high
school children, before graduat-
ing, would have to prove they
had taught five illiterates — at
least two of them girls — to un-
derstand the alphabet.

It seemed brilliantly simple,
akin to the easily-understood
policies of Mahatma Gandhi,
the hero of India s independence
struggle, who had coined the
- . "Each One, Teach One."

owever, according to Mus-

tag Ahmed, chairman of the
vernment funded National
nstitute of Adult Education,

Gujral's idea is unworkab
T Alth 'Iﬁrypﬂmr mﬁinter

has taken a lot of interest, his
pr:m:rilntiﬂn will never work
and will just lead to corruption,
Ahmed said

He said students already
overburdened with classroom
tutorials. would simply buy
certificates pm‘purtinﬁ to show
thq had taught five children.

In the process, all sorts of
erroneous data will creep into
our literacy drives, which in
any case have already suffered,
Ahmed warned.

India, despite improving
overall literacy rates from
around 34 cent of the popu-
lation in 1970 t 51 per cent to
day still has the biggest illiter-
ate population in the world,
fewer than a fifth of all Chinese
in comparison cannot read.

Education is a fundamental
right according to the Indian
constitution. Yet independent
estimates say only around half
of India's children attend
school.

Moreover, many

teachers
have been accused of seekin Lﬂ
augment their incomes t

private lessons rather than at-
tend classes.

R Govinda of the National
Institute of Education. Plan-
ning and Administration, an
autonomous agency, advisin
the government said the "Gujra
Therapy” might work in Com-
munist countries but not in In-

dia.

“Gujral is nobel but very
naive, he said in a democratic
set-up like in India, the gov-
ernment cannot compel one to
do what it wants.

"India. needs pluralistic
strategies and realistic mea-
sures to fight the evil, how can a
child just walk into a village
full of adult illiterates and try
to teach them.?"

His colleague PK Bhargava,
added: "Gujral's ideas are posi-
tive and optimistic but not at
all practical.

“Should high school students
concentrate on their studies or

o our and teach adult {l-
iterates?”

"One has to be careful be-
cause rules of this kind can
have serious repercussions if
enforced without thought.”

Earlier campaigns by the
National Institute of Education,
Planning and Administration
to make a serious impact on il-
literacy had failed.

Indian Education Secretary
PR Dasgupta admitted that a
1978 campaign to educate 100
million within five years and a
similar scheme a decade later to
teach 85 million to read and
write, had flopped.
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a transmitter in Udrigovo, 25 kms North-East of Tuzla Wednesday. Udrigovo is one of four
TV transmitters taken from Bosnian Serb TV stations in relation for failure to comply with
implementation of the Dayton Peace Accord.

— AP/UNB photo

NATO debates practicalities of
expansion with new allies

MAASTRICHT, Netherlands,
Oct 2 : NATO defence ministers
met counterparts from three
former Warsaw pact nations
Thursday to discuss the nuts
and bolts of the alliance's ex-
pansion into eastern Europe,

reports AP.

President Clinton and other
NATO leaders agreed in July to
invite in Poland, Hungary and

the Czech Republic. but the en-
largement must be ratified by
parliaments in the 16 member
nations, including the US Sen-
ate, which is to begin hearings
on the matter Tuesday.

If their membership is rati-
fied, the three former Soviet
bloc nations are scheduled to
join NATO in 1999,

Representatives from the
three members-in-waiting at-
tended the second and final day
of the allied defence ministers'
meeting to discuss how to dove-
tail their forces with NATO's
military structures and how
NATO plans to extend its one-
for-all, all-for-one defence
gltdgt to cover the new mem-

"We will analyse the com-
mitment we expect from them
to become full members of
:A:?S said Javier [Elnlana.

h '.ﬂ} Secre = [ Y B

“They hawﬁ?tgﬁ decisions
to adapt their military struc-
ture,” Solana told Cable News
Network before the start of the
meeting.

S essions on Wednesday.
the first day of the talks in this
southern Dutch cih\n were
dominated by the NATO-led

—

raid on Bosnian Serb television
transmitters and the future of
allied action in Bosnia.

Peacekeeping forces seized
four transmitters in response to
programming deemed inflam-
matory and destructive of West-
ern peace efforts that was
broadcast out of Pale, the
stronghold of war crimes sus-
pect Radovan Karadzic. Control
of Bosnian Serb TV was handed
to authorities in Banja Luka,
the base of President Bﬂ{a_na
Plavsic, the main rival of
Karadazic.

One topic on the agenda for
Thursday's talks is the question
of how much NATO's eastward
expansion will cost and how
those costs will be shared
among existing alliance mem-
bers and the newcomers.

Many lawmakers in the US
Senate are concerned about the
price of expansion and the po-
tential security risks of extend-
ing the US nuclear umbrella.
> The US S-:t?late is due to start

earings on the expansion plan
Tuesday, with a vote on raltjjfy-
ing NATO membership for the
three nations to come as early
as February. A tow-thirds ma-
jogity in the Senate is required
for approval.

. The GCongreasional Budget .

Office has estimated nsion
could cdst the United- States
betweenn 5 billion dollars and
19 billions dollars over 15

years — a figure the Pentagon
and White House assert is

grossly exaggerated.
"l don't think the opening of
NATO to the three countries

beix

will cost a lot of money."
Solana said. "That is a popular
misconception.”

NATO officials are draw'lnﬁ
up a joint study on how muc
the enlargement will cost the
alliance as a whole.

They are looking at how
much money needs to be spent
on revamping installations and
military hardware in the for-
mer Soviet Bloc nations and
how the alliance has to adapt
its own milit structures to
ensure that NATO's pledge that
an attack on one will be treated
as an attack on all can be ex-
tended to the three new mem-
bers.

Czech Defence Minister
Miloslav Vyborny was ted
to dispel criticism that his
country was not prepared to in-
crease mili spending suffi-
ciently to prepare for NATO
membership. NATO officials
are also worried that public
opinion in the Czech Republic is
less enthusiastic about NATO
membership than in Hungary
or Poland.

Solana brushed aside doubts
that any of the invitees won't
make the grade.

"By the end of the year, the
three countries will qualify for
g members. of NATO.!  he
told CNN.

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation also looked at
ways of improving cooperation
with Romania. Slovenia and
other eastern European candi-
dates that were not picked to

oin the first wave of NATO en-
argement,

Elton John’s
tribute to Di
smashes US

sales records

NEW YORK, Oct 2: "Candle in
the wind 1997", Elton John's
tribute to Princess Diana,
smashed US sales records with
nearly 3.5 million copies sold
in its first week, the tallying
grnup Soundscan said Wednes-

ay, reports AFP.

But Soundscan also said that
sales of the album, which came
out September 22, could be still
higher because it is also being
sold in unusual venues like
clothing and perfume shops
which do not report sales.

The tribute to the princess,
killed in an August 31 car crash
in Paris, broke a record set by
Whitney Houston's recording of
the Dolly Parton song “1 will
always love you" which sold
632, copies between Decem-
ber 21 and 27, 1992.

That album, the theme song
of the movie “The bodyguard”,
has sold 4.6 million copies to
date, followed by the "Maca-
rena” by Los Lobos at 4.2
million.

Israel frees
Hamas spiritual
leader

JERUSALEM, Oct 2: Israel
on Wednesday freed Sheikh
Ahmad Yassin Spiritual leader
of radical Islamic group Hamas
in a deal to appease Jordanian
fury over a botched assassina-
tion bid against a Hamas
leader, officials said, reports
AFP.

Yassin, 61, was taken

t from a prison outside

Tel Aviv to Amman in a Jorda-
nian military helicopter,

Palestinian leader Yasser

Arafat welcomed Yassin's re-

lease, but Hamas, the main
Palestinian group opposed to
peace nts with Israel,

said it would not dull its armed
struggle against the Jewish
state.

The Israeli army said Yassin
was released after more than
eight years in prison due to a
"long-standing and deteriorat-
ing” medical condition and in
response to an appeal from King
Hussein to Prime Minister Ben-
‘positive
steps” to help the faltering peace

process.

Palestinians initially re-
acted angrily to the move, fear-

| ing Yassin had been deported.

Jones to fight lawsuit
against Clinton

SAN MARINO, California,
Oct 2: Paula Jones will fight her
sex harassment lawsuit against
President Bill Clinton with
Dallas lawyers who say they
aren't interested in settling out
of court. And a conservative or-
ganisation in Virginia has
agreed to raise funds to cover
their fees, reports AP,

"I'm excited about the future.
Why should I be scared?" Mrs
Jones said in making the dual
announcement Wednesday with
her spokeswoman, Susan Car-
penter-McMillan.

The Rutherford Institute of
Charlottesville, Virginia, a
conservative qup. will raise
money to pay lfor legal represen-
tation by the Dallas firm of
Rader, Campbell, Fisher and
Pyke., which specialises in en-
vironmental and employment
law.

Mrs Jones' previous lawyers,
Joe Cammarata and Gilbert
Davis, recently withdrew after a
disagreement over a settlement.
They had worked on the case for
three years.

Mrs Jones said she felt com-
fortable with the Dallas firm,
gartly because its lawyers have

outhern accents and "they
showed they were very willing
... to go to trial.”

The firm chose The Ruther-
ford Institute for fund-raising
after Mrs Jones made it clear
she could not afford to pay, said
Carpenter-McMillan.

he new lawyers said in
statement that they were "re-
tained as litigation counsel, not
as special settlement counsel. ...
We intend to vigorously pre
it for trial. ... In a court of law,
there are no presidents and no
plebeians — all parties are
equal in the eyes of justice.”

Attorney David Pyke said
Mrs Jones sought out his firm.

"Attorneys had solicited her
directly and indirectly and but
we did not.," Pyke said Wednes-
day. "Three (of the firm's} ati---
neys met with her and her hus-
band, and we believe her.”

Clinton denies her allega-
tions. Trial is set for May.

Thousands protest ouster-
of mayor in Belgrade

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Oct
2: Defying club-wielding police,
thousands of Belgraders
marched Wednesday to protest
the ouster of their first non-
Communist mayor in more
than 50 years, rts AP.

President Slobodan Milose-
vic and his allies took revenge
Tuesday for massive pro-
democracy marches last winter
by ousting Zoran Djindjic, the
most popular protest leader,
from his post as Belgrade's

mag]r.
Tuesday. the':3ands took
to the streets in protest but “vere
forced to disband riot police
wielding batons. On Wednesday,
about 10,000 people marched
again, led by Djindjic.

Police again intervened with
their clubs, beating up people
and dispersing the demonstra-
tors. An Associated Press re-
porter was hit in the back, but
not seriously injured.

In a consolidation of power
by Milosevic, his camp also
dismissed the pro-democracy
directors of the city's top inde-
pendent lelevision station, Stu-
dio B. They pulled off the move
by persuading one of Djindjic's
former pro-democracy allies,
‘l'«:uk Draskovic, to turmn against

im.

The double blow in Serbia's
capital unraveled the major
gains from last winter's three
months of protests. At the time,
Milosevic was forced by domes-
tic and international pressure
to let Djindjic become mayor of
Belgrade — the first non-com-
munist in the post since World
War II.

The pro-democracy coali-
tion fell victim to the bitter per-

sonal rivalry between
Draskovic and Djindjic, the
most telegenic and popular of

the trio who led last winters
protests. '

The pro-democracy coali-
tion split apart when Draskovic
decided to participate in Ser-
bian parliamenlaa and presi-
dential elections Sept. 21 that
Djindjic and other opposition
parties boycotted, saying they
were unfair.

Draskovic finished third in
the presidential race, behind ul-
tranationalist Seselj and Zoran
Lilic, a Milosevic protege. Lilic
and Seselj go into a run-off this
weekend

Chating "Traitor, Traitor,"

the protesters booed and jeered
when they passed Draskovic's
office Wednesday.



