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$110m ADB
loan for BR
project

MANILA. Oct 2: The Asian
Development Bank has ap-
a loan of 110 million

wm:m
million- railway Project
in Bangladesh, the bank said

today, reports AFP.
A bank statement said the

g: t will connect la-
's less developed north-
western region fo its more

developed eastern side by rail-

way.

¥l includes the building of a
99-kilometer (61-mile) railway
line that will cross the Jamuna
river, allowing for faster and
more efficient transport of

mh: and goods, the Manila-
ADB said.

The loan is from the ADB's
concessional loan window,

which charges no interest and
See Page B Col 5

DSE Council to be
separated from

management

Star Business Report

An extra-ordinary general
meeting of the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change yesterday approved
amendments to the Articles of
Association to separate the

management from the policy-

making Council.
The unanimously aduFt:d

amendmerits also increa the
number of seats in the DSE
council to 18 from the current
12.

See Page 8 Col 4

Inside Today

Article

In Lieu of
‘Hartal: Options
for Opposition
by Ahmed Ziauddin

. loge s
Supplements

Today's 16-page issue
of The Duily Star
contains a 4-page
supplement on the
‘National Day of the:
Republic of Korea' on
Pages 9,10,11&12
and a 2-page
supplement on the
'‘Day of German Unity’
on Pages 13 &14
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BATEXPO '97 opens in city

Prime Minister
eration of the opposition par-
ties to create 50 itical stability
for economic development and
expansion of export, reports
UNB.

"Government alone cannot
take the lead in overall devel-
opment activities," she said,
callin
all political parties, public and
private organisations, en-
trepreneurs and the people in

this :

the Bangladesh Ap-
parel and Textile Exposition
1997 at Hotel Sonargaon in the
city, Hasina said her govern-
ment has been sincerely work-

for a concerted effort of

Ingbfur establishing political
stability in the country.

esh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA) arranged the
three-day annual textile ex-
travaganza, like every year
since 1989, with the participa-
tion of a substantial number of
foreign buyers and their repre-

Related story on page 15

sentatives.

The inaugural function was
also addressed by Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria,
Commerce and Industries Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed, State Min-
ister for Labour and Manpower
M A Mannan, Bangladesh Gar-

PM seeks Opposition's
cooperation to ensure
economic growth

Sheikh
Hasina yesterday sought coop-

ment Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association (BGMEA)
President Mostafa Golam Qud-
dus, commerce secretary Syed
Alamgir Faruque Chowdhury
and BGMEA Vice President
Mahbub Ali.

The Prime Minister said
that after a long arduous strug-
gle, a mechanism was developed
to set up caretaker government
after the completion of five-
year term of a government to
ensure the people’'s right to
franchise.

In future, general elections
would be held under the care-
taker administration at the end
of a government's term, the

See Page 8 Col 1

They extract cooking gas using deep
tubewells, supply thru' hosepipes!

Morshed Ali Khan back from Bhola

Households, restaurants and

tea stalls in five unions under
Borhanuddin thana, near
Shahbazpur gasfield of the dis-
trict, are burning natural gas
for cooking purpose extracted

P .
e
L S AT i

flaine.

A tea stall owner in Udaypur holding a hosepipe with gas

through deep tubewells.

Almost household and
roadside stalls in Togbi, Ka-
chia. Pakhi, Udaypur and Ha-
san Nagar have set up im-
provised gas connection bro-

—Star photo

ught in from nearby tubewells
through ordinary hosepipes.
The first house that started
loiting the gas from a new

Il more than 20 years ago
has been named Deepti House at
Udaypur union, meaning 'deep
tubewell house',

For years these tubewells
emitted water and gas simulta-
neously. Water with a good per-
centage of gas in it poured out of
them round the clock. Villagers
made simple modifications to
these sources and inserted sev-
eral hosepipes and connected
them directly to simple stoves
or other handmade cookers.
The flame looked reddish with
little pressure in it.

Every
up to -0 cookers with natural
as. At Udaypur Uttar Togbi

mary School when a naked
flame was held near the water,
flowing ceaselessly from the
tap, it immediately lit up. But
the fire died down within few
seconds. Udaypur is two and
half miles away from the
Shahbazpur gasfield.

Local people said engineers
from the gasfield have visited

the spot several times over the
years. "They told s that the gas
was coming from a small sub-
lerranean pocket and that it
was not dangerous at all.” said a
shopkeeper near the primary
school who converted a kero
sene stove inlo a gas cooker

ex
tu

tubewell could provide

UN reform won'’t

succeed without

financial support,
says Dhaka

Bangladesh has extended
support to the United Nations

Set:r:tat;y General's reform pro-
o

Eggals r making the world
y more efficient and effec-
tive, reports UNB.

Addressing the general de-
bate in the 52nd Session of the
UN General assembly on
Wednesday, Bangladesh For-
eign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad welcomed the initiative
taken by the UN Secretary Gen-
eral, according to a message re-
ceived in Dhaka yesterday.

Samad described the move
as timely and supported the
proposals for improving the
administration and manage-
ment of the UN.

He hoped that the reform
process would preserve and
promote the centrality and
sanctity of the principles and
objective of the UN Charter.

Samad Azad, however, said
that no reform of the United
Nations would succeed without
the necessary financial re-
sources.

"Bangladesh is of the view

See Page 8 Col 7

BCL faction
captures 2 DU
halls ousting

rival group
By DU Correspondent

At least 20 shots were fired
as a faction of the Awami Lea-
gue-backed Bangladesh Chhat-
ra League (BCL) captured two
residential halls of Dhaka
University ousting its rival fac-
tion last night.

The "‘Gopalgan up' of BCL
took hold u}gFaJJ.ﬁrJ‘I] Haq and
Sahidullah halls ousting 'Fa-
ridpur-Madaripur group' at
about 8:30 pm. halls sources
said.

No clash, however, took
place between the two groups.
But the incident created panic
on the campus.

Witnesses said a group of
armed men’ belonging to the
Gropalganj up fired about 20
blank shulagm entered the two

_  SecPage8Col2

Jamaat activist

shot dead at
Khilgaon

By Staff Correspondent

An activist of Jamaat-e:[s-
lami was gunned down in Khil-
gaon area of Shabujbagh thana
in the city yesterday.

Police said the victim. Abul
Kashem. 42. a resident of Khil-
gaon, was hit in his head as a
Fd:‘l(? of unidentified assailants
ired on him at about 9-30 am.
They fled the spot exploding a
number of cocklails.

See Page 5 Col 2
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Prime Minister She

ikh Hasina handing over the hon-

e

LT

orary citizenship certificate to Gordon Greenidge, Coach
of the National Cricket team, at her office vesterday.

—PID photo

Focus on CBA in BTTB |

16 PAGES PLUS MAGAZINE PRICE TAKA 9.0(

y citizenship

Gordon Greenidge, the West
Indian coach who helped ele-
vate Bangladesh cricket to
world status, was conferred
honorary ‘citizenship of
Bangladesh, report agencies.

reenidge is the second re-
ciplent of such honorary citi-
zenship after heavyweight
boxing legend Mohammad Alj
while National poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam was given regular citizen-
shlB of Bangladesh.

rime Minister Sheikh
Hasina handed over the citizen-
ship certificate and passport to
the Caribbean cricﬂeter at a
simple ceremony at her office
yesterday.

‘It's a prestige and great
honour for me," said Greenidge
while receiving the certificate.

He was all praise for such
noble gesture from the govern-
mment in recognition to his con-
tribution. "I will display this
green passport throughout the
world wherever | go,” he said.

Hasina declared honouring
Greenidge with the citizenship
after the national coach had
helped Bangladesh National
Cricket team lift the ICC Cup
and qualify for the 1999 Eng-

See Page 8 Col 8

4 TUs work as pressure groups,

with poor

Trade unions in Bangladesh
Telegraph & Telephone Board
(BTTB) work more as organised
pressure groups than playing
their due role for staff welfare..

As a dilemma over current
status of the Collective Bargain-
ing Agent (CBA) persists, the
situation has worsened as far
as healthy growth of trade

| union activities in BTTB are

concerned.

These are the general im-
pressions that The Daily Star
got looking into the happenings
in BTTB and having talks with
union leaders and official as
well as highly-placed sources in
the Directorate of Labour.

Trade utiorr feadérs do not”

By Reaz Ahmad

discharge their official duties
on the excuse of their engage-
ment in union activities, many
general employees and officials
of BTTB pointed out.

Theugh law permits a max-
imum of three trade union bod-
les in one establishment, there
are four unions in BTTB. These
are — pro-BNP Telejogajog
Sramik Kormachari Union,
AL-backed Telejogajog Sramik

Karmacharn Federal Union,
left-leaning Tflﬂgc}gajn
Sramik Karmachari Parisha

and JP-backed Telejogajog
Sramik Karmachari Adarsha
Federal Union.

All the four unions are regis-
tered with the Directorate of

role in staff welfare

Labour. Officials and union
leaders say. unless one chal-
lenges it in the Labour Court, it
does not matter how many
unions operate in one estab-
lishment.

The long overdue election of
BTTB's CBA was stalled once
again immediately after allot-
ment of symbols to different
contending unions early this
year. The unions had chosen
symbols of their mentors in
national elections. such as
‘boat * and sheaf of paddy’. But, a
city unit leader of Awami
League, filed a case with a con-
sequent court ruling that trade

unions could not contest their. _
See Félgegﬂ tggl éu

All border guards moved
to capital, says Khaleda

BNP chairperson and Leader
of the (}Rﬂosltmn in Parliament
Begum aleda Zia yesterday

| said the country's frontiers re-
- mained unprotected as the gov-

ernment moved all the border
securitymen to the capital and

. district headquarters to sup-
, press the agpusi tion movement,
. reports UUNB.

"Now there is no security in
borders. All securitymen have
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Police seriously abused

SPA, says Zillur

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterday
said the Special Powers Act, en-
acled to check subversive acts of
anti-liberation forces, was se
riously abused by police, re-
ports l}}NI.‘-,

He said the law was made
when the enemies of indepen-
dence began looting the banks,
setting fire to f'ul: odowns,
killing political leaders and
created an anarchic situation
in the post-independence pe-
riod.

A stringent law became es-
sential to deal with those in-
valved in subversive and anti-
sate activities, he added.

Speaking at the publication
ceremony ol a book on 'Human
Rights Investigation” at Caritas
auditorium in the city, the
LGRD Minister said the SPA
was not aimed to repress or
suppress the opposition.

FPresided over by Bangladesh

Human Rights Commission
(BHRC) president Kazi Abdur
Razzaque. the function was ad-
dressed by Attorney General
Barrister S Nabi, journalist
Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury
chairman Amanullah Khan,
HR activist Akram Hossain
Chowdhury, Advocate Nasrin
Ahmed and writer of the book
Md Saiful Islam Dildar

There was no opposition in
Bangladesh when the Act came
into being. Zillur said, adding
that the opposition were born
after the Eﬂlln of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man on August 15, 1975

"But. unfortunately, our
lice force seriously abused the
SPA as th
wherever they wish. Police nsed
the Act even against cattle

and chicken lifters "
observed.
The Depulty Leader of the
See Page B Col 1]
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71 killing of intellectuals

A witness narrates story
of tortuie by Al-Badrs

A then guard of Moham
madpur Physical Training In-
stitute IHHJE somne important
disclosures about the kidnap-
ping and killing of intellectuals
in 1971, reports UUNB.

Raham All elaborately de-
scribed to the CID investigators
an inhuman torture on freedom
fighters and the intellectuals
that he witnessed during the
Liberation War

The Physical Training Insti-
tute was a training camp of the
Al-Badr, where the anti libera
tion forces had perpetrated tor.
ture on freedom fighters and
supporters of independence

ham Ali said he saw the
Al Badrs bringing both males
and females to the camp. un-
leashing torture and later send-
ing them alive or dead to the
Rayerharar mass graveyard.

The witness further told the
Criminal Investigation De-
partinent officials that he also

saw (he intellectuals being
takeyr Lhere and later being
killed.

Raham Ali, in this regard.
mentoned a number of names.
mainly of current nid-level
leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami of
Bangladesh for conducting such
acts.

The CID investigators in
their bid to dig the massacre of
intellectuals at the fag-end of
Liberation War also talked to
Nuru, a peon of Daily Ittefaq.
who was at the house of martyr
Mofazzal Haider Chowdhury
when the Al-Badr forces went
there to pick the journalist.

Nuru told the investigators
that the Al -Badr personnel
later took him blindfolded to
identify his possession as
Chowdhury was not at home at
that time.

Meanwhile, the CID team
yesterday visited Dhaka Uni-

See Page 8 Col B

- used it whenever or |

he |
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been posted on the streets for at-
tacks. repression and thwarting
the movement of BNP." said the
BNP chairperson.

Addressing two joining func-
tions at her 29 Minto Road offi-
cial residence. she said due to
withdrawal of the border guards
smuggling was going on unhin-
dtrf‘ﬁ.g .

Several hundred leaders and

See Page 8 Col 7

BNP protests
power disruption
at party office

Dhaka city BNP has protes-
ted the power disruption at the
Leader of the Opposition's
Mintu Road residence and the
party central office yesterday
evening and said it was done
deliberately by the government,
reports UNB.

Joint convenor of city BNP
Kazi Abul Bashar in a state-

See Page 8 Col 7
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