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Review body on
Pay Commission
Report yet to
submit its
recommendations

By Special Correspondent

The seven-member review
cominittee on the Pay Commis-
sion could not submit its
recommendations til Tuesday,
m last day for submitting it to

government.

According to official sour-
ces, it could not be formally
submitted as the member-secre-
tary of the committee, Dr M A
Samad. Principal to
ek gy Rt i o
home on Saturday.

The Committee, headed by
Cabinet Secretary Ataul Huq,
was formed on June 23 to review
the recommendations by the
Pay Commission headed by
former Cabinet Secret Mu-
jibul Huq. It was scheduled to
;uuhﬂﬂt the report by September

The Pay Commission sug-

See Page 12 Col 3

PM sanctions
Tk 35 lakh for
celebrating
Durga Puja

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sanctioned Tk 35
fund for
Hindu ty of the coun-
try for celehmrating Durga Puja,
mma will be distributed

committees
with the

fare
with the number of Hindu .
lation in each district undl:?l:e

supervision of respective DCs.
In the . this amount did

- Tk 25 lakh from the
See Page 12 Col 6

MOU with India on
cultural exchange

programme signed
NEW DELHI, Oct 1: Bangla-
desh and India a memo-
1im1 of understanding

[ﬁDU cul
on the tural and -

&

exc

last night, reports BSS,
The secreta -in—thmf

nfthe Ministry of ulll;_fﬂ
Bangladesh, Syed Yusuf Hos-

sain, nggi his Indian counter-

Eﬂ. B the MOU
the 1997-99 on behalfl
of their respective govern-
ments

" See Page 12 Col 6

Barisal Kotwali
thana OC
suspended

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL. Oct 1: Sheikh Ab-

girl

on September 15 while escort-
ing her, to Daudkandi of
Comilla district. He was re-
by senior SI Mainuddin.
Departmental actions were
-also taken 9 other po-

!

) are AS| Abdus
Satter. SI Abdus Samad, ASI]

Mainuddin, SI Yunus, SI Kha-

—Inside Today
Article

| After the Death
of the Princess

Column: The Horizon
. This Week
by Arshad-uz-Zaman
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United Front won't

support Congress to
fight BJP in next polls,

says Yadav
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Business
Bofl;uwing beats fiscal

balance
DSE index posts 17-
point rise
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The autharities are hoping

to hand international oil com-
panies seeking exploration
rights in adesh contracts
by December after negotiations
with technically-responsive
bidders. The talks are expected
to begin in less than two weeks.

En Minister M Noor
Uddin said his ministry
was loo into reports from
the Petrobangla evaluation
committee and would form an-
other committee with a repre-
sentative from the rrﬂniat{ﬁ by
the middle of this month to
conduct negotiations towards
signing production sharing
contracts ;

A total of 21 10Cs (Interna-
tional Oil Companies), in-
cluding several top companies
which are known as Oil Majors,
are seeking to undertake
exploration activities on 12
blocks out of 15 on offer in this

ASHWIN 17 1404 BS.

second round of bidding. This is
the first time Bangladesh
invited multiple offers for a
block.

Ba.n{ad:ah is divided into
23 blocks, out of which eight
have e to different explorers
who signed PSCs during the
first round of bidding, which
considered one single offer at a
time.

As the current round of bid-
ding significantly differs from
the first, problems and issues
are also different and, in some
cases, difficult for officials in-
volved in making decisions.

Multiple offers which came
under four major criteria —
work programme, bank guaran-
tee, experience, financial capa-
bility -- for one block are being
classified in three categories.

The officials, who are giving
maximum weightage to work
programme, plan to call com-

'PSCs for 12 exploration
blocks by Dec likely

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

panies one by one according to
the classification to discuss
profit-sharing formula, which
is "negotiable” according to bid
documents.

But worries centre around
work programme as some of the
companies have offered drilling
programmes, which are “too
ambitious”™ and “cannot be im-
plemented”, a ministry source
said.

For instance, one company,
small and without proven track
record, has offered to drill 10
wells in three years, something
that even world's top compa-
nies have not matched.

"Merely stating that a com-
pany will drill a huge number of
wells is not enough. This state-
ment has to be backed up by
bank guarantee, technical ex-
pertise, track record and the
profit-split,” a ministry official

See Page 12 Col 4
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BNP staged a protest
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Azad holds talks with Indg_rfurﬂl, Richardson

US considering writing

off debt under P1-480

Bangladesh has requested
the US t to take steps
for the cancellation of debts
under PL-480, reports UNB.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad made the uest
when US Assistant of

State for South Asian Affairs
Karl S Inderfurth called on him
at his hotel suite in New York

on Tuesday morning.
Inderfurth said sh's
request in this regard is under

active consideration of the US
government, according to a

received in D yes-
terday.

Azad is in New York to at-
tend the UN General Assembly
session.

During the meeting, Azad
and discu a wide
‘Ifﬂ.rlct{ of issues, including US
investment opportunities in

e US Assistant Secretary
ol State Surthet
al tes and

;nﬂ;w want political

economic relation with

| l!lul'truledtlmmedfnr

political stability to ensure
smooth progress in the field of
development.

Azad apprised him of the
tremendous opportunity of for-
eign investment in Bangladesh
as result of liberal economic
policies being pursued by the
present government.

The Foreign Minister men-
tioned that a treaty for avoid-
ance of double taxation is under
consideration of the US gov-
ermnment for a long time and re-
quested for tious comple-
tion of the process in view of the

ﬁwlng economic cooperation
ween the two countries.
He assured Inderfurth of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's preference for availing
American technology in
Bangladesh's economic growth
in various sectors, particularly
energy. . telecommunica-
tion and software.

Earlier, the CF;rremn Jﬂmw;h 3

ter congratulat _
Inderfurth on his appointment
as the new Assistant Secretary
of State for South Asia.

See Page 12 Col 1
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Probe into alleged

rape in DC’s room
starts today

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Oct 1: The Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner,
Pabna, who heads the enquiry
committee investtgating the
September 13 incident of al-
leged rape of a girl in the DC's
chamber, has directed five local
journalists including The Daily
Star correspondent to appear
before the enquiry committee
tomorrow at 10 am.

The enquiry committee was
formed by the DC earlier.

The notice served on the
Pabna Correspondent of The
Daily Star (bearing Memo No
Establishment/532) on

September 30 stated that inves- |

tigation would start on October
2 at 10 am in the office of the
Collectorate on the basis of the
news item published in the

" news;;.aper on September 29 un-
e heading "Rape in the |
- DC's office room.”

"You are requested to appear

' before the enguiry committee

along with proofs the news
item’”, says the notice.

The notice was signed by
Mohammad Masud Elahi addi

tional deputy commissioner
See Page 12 Col 2
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Khaleda asks partymen
Make Oct 5

programme

d SUCCESS

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
plans to go for a ‘'visit-dis-
trict' programme with the ob-

jective of taking up "all local is-

sues, be it st the adminis-
tration or relating to party af-
fairs.”

The programme is expected
to begin with the end of the
rainy season. .

Begum Zia disclosed her
plan during a close-door meet-
ing with party MPs from Chit-
tagong division today at her
Minto Road official residence
in the city. The meeting lasted
for about one and a halfl hours.
Her programme will begin with
visits to districts in Chittagong
division. meeting sources said.

Mobilising public opinion
against government's “"tyra-

| nny”, highlighting specific "acts

of repression’ on party mem
bers, sinking mtra-party con-
flicts and revam u{ the party
units are the n objectives of
her planned trips. sources close
to her said.

See Page 12 Col 3
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BNP stages protest
march in city

By Staff Correspondent

Several thousand workers of
the major opposition BNP yes-
terday marched through city
streets for nearly three km, un-
der strict vigilance by riot po-
lice.

The procession started from
the Naya Paltan party central
office and terminated at Bangla
Motor crossing. No untoward
incident took place during the
march.

BNP organised the demon-
stration to protest the ban on
street rallies in the city, gov-
ernment “repression” on the
opposition, enhanced prices of
petroleum products, removal of
the floating bridge leading to
late president Ziaur Rahman's
mazar, ‘conspiracy” on CHT,
"deterioration” of law and order
and "destruction” of the na-
tional economy.

The demonstration was held
peacefully yesterday, following
a series of police-BNP clashes
over holding of meetings and
rallies on the city streets since
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
banned street meetings early
last month.

BNP complained to the Pres-
ident against 'police action’

against its programmes on
streets and the President had a
meeting with the home minis-
ter and the city mayor on the is-
sue.

Since 4 pm Kesterday* BNP
leaders and workers started as-
sembling on the Inner Circular
Road in front of the party cen-
tral office by sneaking thmugh
police barricades at both ends
of the road.

Amid police restriction on
processions towards the BNP
office, several thousand work-
ers managed to gather at the
spot through different ways. At
about 5 pm, the gathering
turned into a procession and
started its march towards
Kakrail.

Riot police allowed the pro-
cessionists to come across the
barricade at Bijoy Nagar point
but followed it up to Bangla Mo-
tor crossing. Police barricade
was also put up on the other end
of Inner Circular Road. Fakirer
Pool point. Besides. police were

also deployed on all lanes ~

leading to BNP office.
The procession was led by
BNP Secretary General Abdul

See Page 12 Col 7
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FOR A CHANGE:

A beaming Muktijoddha cap

tain Imtiaz Ahmed Nakib (R) shures the

glory along with his team-mates after receiving the Mahanagari Cup from Post and Teleco-

mmunications Minister Mohammad Nasim at the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
L——u———————-—i—

— Star photo

Mahanagari Cup
Sports Reporter

Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra gave a desired twist in
the tradition of local football
when they lifted the Shamsud-
din Spinnlnf Mahanagari Cup
title with a lone goal win over
aspirants Mohammedan Sport-
ing Club in the final at the Mir
pur Stadium yesterday.

With only a few thousand
spectators around, the triumph
of the all-red team over coun-
try's one of the two most crowd-

ulling outfit was a compliment
rom their workmanlike
winger Rakib Hasan. who
headed home a 75th minute
flag-kick off medio Masud
Rana. The win put an end to a
quite monotonous battle for
glory between the two local gi-
ants — Mohammedan and Aba-
hani.

It was Muktijoddha's second
title triumph in the domestic
football since their elevation to
the top flight way back in 1994
when they won the Federation
Cup. But since then the emerg-
ing third force remained in the
wilderness despite enjoying the
services of a l;u::al. of national
players.

Ignoring the boisterous pres-

See Page 12 Col |
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PW-18 tells court

We were ordered to

resist Rakkhi Bahini

By Staff Correspondent

The eighteenth prosecution
witness in the Bangabandhu
murder case said yesterday that
he was among the Second Field

. Artillery troops deployed at the

Mirpur Road to resist the

' Rakkhi Bahini on August 15,

| tiller

1975 when Bangabandhu and
his family members were
killed.

Havilder Gunner (retd) Mo-
hammad Abu Taher. who be-
longed to the Papa Battery of
the Regiment, during his depo-
sition in the court of District
and Sessions Judge, Dhaka also
said he had also participated in
the 'ni%ht training’ on August
14, 1975 at Balurghat in the
then New Airport area.

Before being posted with Ar-
guns along the Mirpur
Road near Dhanmandhi in the
night of August 14, 1975, the
troops were addressed by Capt
Jahangir. "We will have to carry

' out a special assignment. We

will have to check the Rakkhi
Bahini.," Capt Jahangir told the

troops, the PW-18 said. Maj
Muhiuddin was also present on
the occasion, he added.

"On arrival at the barrack on
August 15, 1975, | came to know
from discussions with soldiers
that Bangabandhu, Abdur Rab
Serniabat and Sheikh Moni
were killed along with their
family members.

"Maj Dalim, Maj Farook,
Maj Khandaker Abdur Rashid,
Maj Shahriar and other offi-
cers were involved in the
killing.

"The 'night training' which
were conducted prior to August
14, 1975 were held in the ground
of the Second Field Artillery.”
the PW-18 said during his cross-
examination adding that he did
not remember whether such
trainings were earlier con-
ducted outside the ground.

"We were given training on
operation of Artillery gun dur-
ing that time,” he said replying
to a question from a defence

See Page 12 Col 6
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Bangladesh will receive 80
million US dollars as loan
from the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) for the Capital
Market Development Pro-
gramme undertaken to revi-
alise the country's stock mar-
ket, reports UNB.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) to this effect
was signed yesterday between
Bangladesh and the ADB in
Manila, according to a message
received in the city.

Banking Division Secretary
Syed Amir-ul Mulk initialled
the MOU on behalf of
Bangladesh aFuvemm:nt. final-
ising the draft loan agreement.

The aim of the Capital Mar-
ket Develuﬁment Programme is
to strengthen market regula-
tion and supervision, develop
the capital market infrastruc-
ture and modernise capital
market support facilities.

It also aimed at increasing
the limited supply of securities
to the market, developing insti-
tutional sources of capital to
raise demand for securities, and
strengthening policy coordina-
tion over matters likely to af-
fect or affecting the capital
market.

DSE members

likely to amend
Articles of Assoc
at EGM today

By M Shamsur Rahman

Aiming to bring trans-
parency and boost investors'
confidence., the Dhaka Stock
Exchan%e is expected to amend
its Articles of Association at an
extra-ordinary general meeting
today in order to restructure the
management of the bourse, DSE
sources said.

The amendments are de-
signed to create provisions for
separating the DSE manage-
ment from the policy-makin
12-member DSE Council an
appointing a Chief Executive

cer (CEO). the sources added.
The planned changes would
also increase the number of
Council members to 16.

The proposed amendments
would need support from two-
thirds of the general members.
An SEC source said that the
DSE will appoint or remove the
CEO with the coneertof the reg-
ulatory agency:

According to the planned
changes. the Council will give
policy %Lgé:lelincs. and the CEO

Page 12 Col 4

BATEXPO ’97
begins in city
today

Star Business Report

Bangladesh Garments Man-
ufacturers and Exporters Asso-
ciation (BGMEA) hopes that a
lot of foreign buyers would par-
ticipate in the an%adesh Ap-

arel and Textile Exposition,
ATEXPO '97, beginning here
today.

BATEXPO, the biggest gar-
ments exhibition in the coun-
try, will be inaugurated by
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
at hotel Sonargaon in the
morning.

The closing ceremony of the
three-day exhibition will be ad-
dressed by Leader of the Opposi-

See Page 12 Col 5§

10 more bodies of

fishermen recovered
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 1: Ten more
bodies of missing fishermen
were recovered from the Bay of
Bengal near Kuakata and
Sonarchar area today and the
day before.

They had been missing

since Friday midnight.

Focus on Biman's CBA

Union leaders control duty roster,

oppose fresh recruitment

Sho of efficient profes-
ﬂurmlur:%'lt create a 'big vac-
;.lunll' at the higher fsu-n:i mid-
evel management of Bangla-
desh Biman in the near ﬁlrtlﬁlre.
officials concerned feared.

Besides, the service of the
airline was often questioned as
the CBA leaders 'control the
roster duties' of the ees,
un the officers’ deci-
sions, they said.

"For more than 12 years, we
could not directly recruit bright
people as officers due to opposi-
tion from the CBA," said a se-
nior Biman official.

Biman is now facing a
ihnrtaFc of efficient officers

by it to survive in the
competitive international avia-
tion market. It is alleged that
leaders of the CBA and other
unions are taking advantage of
the situation.

More than 85 cent posts
of officers had btg;rﬂlled up by
junior employees through de-
partmental promotion al-
though rules permit Biman to
recruit 30 per cent officers di-
rectly through competitive ex-

By Masud Arif

aminations.

Talking to The Daily Star,
leaders of the present and for-
mer CBAs, however, denied the
al tions.

"Biman management is
mainly responsible for the

R&HD officials,
employees to go
on indefinite

strike from Oct 6

By Staff Correspondent

The a.gltatinﬁ officials and
employees of the Roads and
Hlélﬂ}"l Department (R&HD)
announced an indefinite strike
from October 6.

The R&HD Executive Engi-
neers and Sramik Karmachari

a Forum earlier observed
a9 countrywide strike that
ended on Tuesday in support of
their 11- t demand

The 11-point demand in-

See Page 12 Col 3

problems faced by the airline as
it could not take decision inde-

ndently due to interfcrcnee
rom the higher authorities
over the years.,” alleged M A
Kashem, president  of
Bangladesh Biman Employees
Union (BBEU), the present CBA

Former CBA leader and pres-
ident of Bangladesh Biman
Sramik Union (BBSU) Motahar
Hossain, protesting direct re-
cruitment of officers claimed
that there was a pool of skilled
and experienced people at ju-
nior level to run tg: airlines ef-
ficiently. BBSU led the CBA {gr
about 12 years till 1996.

Terming the management's
fear of vacuum’ a pro da,
the BBSU leader al that the
move for direct recruitment was
ailmed at depriving Biman's
employees.

iman sources said the suf-

ferings of customers in getting
tickets were often caused b
CBA's influence over the reser-
vation control desks of differ-
ent international routes.

The union leaders want to

See Page 12 Col 4

Ccommitments,”

JP no more with
AL govt: Ershad

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 1: Jatiya
Party Chairman H M Ershad
has said his party is "no more
with Awami League govern-
ment.”

"We extended support to
Awami League to honour peo-
ple’s verdict. "We hoped that it
would work for the welfare of
the people. But we are seeing
that it is not sincere to fulfil its
Ershad said
while addressing a big public
meeting at Shaheb Bazar in the
city today.

He advised Awami Lcagu: to
ggnlrcccd in its own way.” "We

| go in our own way."

He, however, said Jatiya
Party will support activi-
ties of Awami League. "At the
same time, we shall obviously
protest the misdeeds of the gov-
ernment,” he said.

Organised by the local unit
of Jatlya Party, the meeting was
presided over by Nurunnabi
Chand. Among others, Naziur
Rahman Manzu, Sardar Amjad
Hossain, Fazle Rabbi, Dr. A
Matin and Monirul Islam
Chowdhury addressed the meet-
ing.
nEH M Ershad addressed a di-
visional conference of party
representatives this morning,
held at a local community cen-
tre. Sardar Amjad Hossain
presided over the conference.
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