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The 210 mw second unit of
Raozan Power Plant has started
full ation after passing a
72-hour test run Sunday last,
but due to gas supply
the first 210 mw unit remains
closed, according to official
SOUTCES.

The Chinese-built Raozan
second unit, which has been
launched two months behind
schedule, is now generating
around 180-200 mw power.

However, as demand for
power has decreased by 200 mw
due to cooler weather in the last
one week, the impact of the clo-
sure of the Raozan first unit was
not felt.

Sources said that the load-

See Page 12 Col 3

Development work
in CHT to be

geared up after
peace accord: PM

oW i WL
ay
hope that the overall develop-
ment would be further
up in the Chit Hill
e t!arl:a:with the signing of
ports B5SS.
Il::‘?::nf w:.- haw: to es-
tablish peace to carry out devel-
t activities in the area.”
told the interim chairman
of the three hill district local
government councils when they
called on the Primne Minister at
her office. The members of the
council were also present.
Sheikh Hasina said the
peace process is one and the de-
velopment activities would be
accelerated further alter the ac-
cord is signed.
See Page 12 Col 4

Int’] Day for
the Elderly
. _.today

By Staff Correspondent
The International Day for
the Elderly wﬂ] be nhucrvnd in

Shelkh Hulna gam: separate

To thﬂkf a discus-
sion meeting. prize distribution
programme and cultural func-
tion will bfhj'f” at the Bththﬁ
and Cooperatives Zil-
lur hhmdﬂ attend the pro-
gramme as

The LGRD will also
distribute "Momotamoy" and

"Momotamoyee” prizes among
six men and women from six
divisions for their outstanding
services to the . Last year,
prizes were given fo only one

See Page 12 Col 4

6 promoted as

secretaries

By Staff Correspondent

A total of six additional sec-
retaries, who are now the acting
secretaries at various min-
istries, were promoted as secre-
taries, a PID handout said last

night. :

Syed Yousuf Hossain, acti
secre at the of Cul-
tural Affairs, was as

secretary in the same ministry.

The acting secretary of the
ministry of nce and Tech-
nology, Muhammad Fazlur
Rahman was as secre-

See Page 12 Col 8

nues on DSE floor
Pages 6, 7

Supplements

Today’s issue of The
Daily Star contains a
3-page supplement on

the National Day of
China on Pages 13, 14

& 15 and one page
supplement on
International Day for
the Elderly on page 16.

ﬁﬁ today as elsewhere
and Prime Elnlltnr

S ——— e e e

yesterday.

Hapina yesterday sid any pro-
y
mvmuufnrput;.hlcl:!m
| ings in the city other than
. streets will be considered.

guﬁ:tha huge
at the historic
altan ﬁm&ﬂﬂ Stadium)
urs‘citﬂ organised by the city
This was the first public
of AL after the city
Mayor street rallies and
ted seven venues in the
city for the purpose. Paltan
Maidan is one of those seven
venues.
In his

tial h at
the lll{vor
a fresh invitation

... . final today
- Sports Reporter
Mohammedan Cl-
ub will take on ha
ngsad Krira Chakra in the
I the !hamsgddlnh-ﬁpir}*
m W this al-
ternoon. i

The mltch which will be

u 'zckﬁoﬂﬂltllﬂl

E::u Bangladesh Betar will also
dcast running commen-

Ihhm:tmwdm: who moved
| into the last four of the eight
team final round as Group A
runners up behind their oRpo
nents, qualified for the final
with a sensational 2-1 vic
?I:r their gch-rivlll Abahani,

Group chnnﬁiclu.
second semifinal Monday night
while the star-studded uk&:
A ta

ASHWIN 16 1404 BS.

the political parties for

By Staff Correspondent

talks on venues for public
meeting in the city. "I will not
stick to these seven venues
only. If needed, as many as 70
venues can be designated for
holding rallies in Dhaka",
Hanif said.

People in their thousands
from various areas of the
metropolis as well as from
neighbouring districts con-
verged at the meeting venue
from early afternoon. Paltan
-Maidan, which turned into a
soccer field over the years, got
back its past as a meet-
ing place when people
thronged the und much
ahead of the AL chief's arrival
at the venue. She took hl:l’ seat
on the podium at 4.45

Recalling her pro-

amme few months back,
eikh Hasina said, "Editor of
a daily had asked me about se-
leeting certain places for hold-

g o %
Mayor tells President

ing rallies in the city.” She ex-
pressed her dismay saying that
damaging vehicles on streets
had become a way of protest.
"What type of politics is this ....
patronising the terrorists?”
The Prime Minister noted
that hartals were being “en-
forced” in the country at a time
when more and more prospec-
tive investors [rom foreign

Ccolniries were connny Lo

BanFladcah
will not say single word

against hartal. But, does not she
I'ccl ashamed now? She herself
had spoken as many as 936
times against hartal’. Hasina
said without naming BNP
chairperson and former prime
minister Begum Khaleda

Citing an example Hasina
said that autocrat Yahia Khan
had uprooted a banyan tree
from the Dhaka University
campus because students at that

Prime Hmlster and Awaml League chlef bhe:kh Haama addressmg A puhlu: meetlng at the Outer St.adlum in the city -

Star photo

Prime Minister declares at city AL rally
Proposals for meeting venues

other than streets welcome

time used to start movement
frem there. "In a similar way.
after the st 15 killing, Gen-
eral Ziaur Rahman closed Pal-
tan Maidan, the ground from
where movements against au-
tocracy and for independence
ha(é begun.” the Prime Minister
sai

She criticised BNP saying
that whenever a terrorist or a
killer is arrested, the party
(BNP) claims him to be its
worker. She also noted that dis-
cussion on 'terrorism-free
Bangladesh' was initiated in the
parliament as per BNP's sugges-
tion but. "they did not take part.
Why?”

Sheikh Hasina u BNP to
raise their points in the par-
liament and not to create mis-
understanding among people
about government's steps to-
wards strengthening local gov-

See Page 12 Col 1

‘Ban on street rallies

to remain effective

Star Report

City Mayor Mohammad
Hanif will make further efforts
to hold dialogue with the BNP
and others who stayed out of his

with political parties
on bition on street rallies
in the city.

He told this to President
Shahabuddin Ahmed terday
al Bangabhaban dur a 30-
minute meeting with him.
Home Minister Rafiqul Islam
was also t at the meeti
the Mayor informed The Dai _v
Star last night.

The President had invited
the Mayor and the Minister for
the meeting. The Presidential
summon for the meeting be-
tween 12-15 pm to 12-45 pm, in
an effort to resolve the impasse
over the street rallies, came In
the wake of complaints |
to the President by BNP |

earlier on Monday on the issue.

The Mayor said he had fur-
ther informed the President
that his order banning street
rallies could not t;;; ept in
Imntt as sought the BNP
- when they met the Pres-
ident,

The President sought opin-
jons of the Mayor and the l'&l‘nt
Minister on BNP's complaint
that lcc was ngtnrvtn allow-
ing t y to bring out pro-
cessions whlch is not En.n

The President enquired on
BNFP's complaints that pﬂli{r
had fired tear gas on the IEI,
head office lnt week. But Home
Minister Rafiqul Islam denied
this and reiterated a police
press note issued earlier which
claimed that rol bombs were

hurled at police from the BNP
See Page 12 Col 7
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Country's two stock ex-
changes will operate on Satur-
days from next weekend, fol-
lowing the footst
in their bid to revitalise the
market with increased transac-
tions, rts UNB.

The rities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), on the other
hand, abolished all quotas,
barring that for the non-resi-
dent Bangladeshis, in the ini-
tial public offerings (IPOs) of
the issues to provide a levelled
pla;;_}‘t.:tg field.

€ quota dismantling fol-
lowed the conditions set by the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
for an 80 million US dollar pro-
ect loan. Thr.: finance minister

ad also pledged to abolish quo-
tas in his d et speec
Meanwhile the Dhaka

Stock Exchang: (DSE) again ex-

Bourses to operate
on Saturdays

eps of banks, .

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, [
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE PEASRN

OF DIFFERENT TYPES. |

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
190, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

TEL : 605857, 807363 SHOW ROOM : 881985

perienced a massive downslide
yesterday as losers heavily out-
numbered the gainers on the
floor, pulling down the bourse's
hen;:hmark index by 4.22 per
cen

Both Dhaka and Chittagon
stock exchanges have decided to
operate on Saturdays, the
weekly holiday, from the next
weekend as per the Settlement
of Stock Exchange Transaction
Regulation 1997.

A brief announcement of the
Dhaka Stock Exchange yester-
day said trading would take
pla;:c and the hngrse {nifﬁr:e re-
main open eve aturday from
Dctnberrlaspe?thﬂ laws, :

The Chittagong Stock Ex-
change (CSE), the other bourse
in the port city,
to operate on the weekly holi-

See Page 12 Col 8

has also decided -

Khaleda tells newcomers to party

Time for patriots to
join movement

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia said now it is a
moral obligation for all patri-
ntli: pcnple to join the move-

against the government as
it mn;ﬂeted all preparations
for m :ﬁl Bangladesh into a
state of India, n:ports UNB.

"The rulers are subtly re-
shaping the country into a vas-
sal state of India. And one day
they will flee the country after
completing the process.,” she
said.

"But we have to stay in our
beloved motherland. So we
cannot allow the t to
lease out our independence and

rclﬂ}r to others.”

ader of the Opposition

in Jatiya sad was address-

ing a grou newcomers who

joined BN al her 29 Minto
ad official residence last

night.

Several hundred leaders and
workers of Jatiya Party of De-
wanganj thana in Jamalpur
district, led by former u la
chairman Abdur Rashid Dola.

formally joined BNP pledging
their allegiance to the leader-
ship and programmes of the
main opposition.

The BNP chairperson said
the people must choose the path
of movement against the 'auto-
cratic, corrupt and liar' gov-
ernment to free the country and
its people from any sort of slav-

ery.
She said her BNP did not
want to go for anti-government
movement, but the rulin% party
compelled it to take the

street.

Zia also said the on-
oing movement launched by

NP was not to gntu wer, it
aimed at protecting the inde-
pendence and suv:r:iﬁn ty of the
country and save t nation

from ruination as designed by
the government.

e do not want to go to
power after turning the country
into a province of India. We also
do not want to stay in power as
subservient. Going to power will

See Page 12 Col 7
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Home Minister Rafiqul lulnu; l.'l.lﬂdn HCit.:,r Mayor Mohammad Hanif called on P‘re_:ident
Shahabuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban yesterday.

— PID photo

PW-17

The seventeenth prosecution
witness in the Bangabandhu
murder case told the court yes-

terday that he was not aware of
the ll.l' of shells fired from
the gun f the res-
ﬂmﬂ: bandhu. on Au-

ﬁ: 1975, the day the then
and his family mem-

bers were killed.

"] was not aware of the target
of the shells,” Shamsul Islam
said du Ccross-examination
. in the court of District and Ses-
sion Judge, Dhaka. He also said,
"shells were fired from my ar-
tillery gun.”

To a question from another
defence lawyer, he said, "I never

By Staff Correspondent

revealed that | fired shells tar-
ting the residence of Banga-
u”. He added that he was
not aware that the residence of
the then President was located
at Rd No 32 in Dh.anmund!.
I]uring the da
yesterday, T M ﬁkbnr and Rez-
zak Kharl the lawyers of the ac-
cused in custody Lt Col (LPR)
Muhiuddin and Lt Col
(dismissed) Sultan Shahriar
Rashid Khan vely, com-
pleted their cross-examina-
tions of Shamsul Islam.
The witness was Cross-
examined by Khan Saifur
man, lawyer of the accu in
custody Lt Col (dismissed) Syed

tells court during cross-exam ination

I wasn't aware of the target
of shells fired from my gun

Farook Hahman, when the pro-

{'rtdm s of the case were ad-
til 10:00 am today.

ﬂfthc 14 lawyers for the 14

a accused, Gaz Zillur
Rahman, lawyer of state de-
fence for accused Lt

Col (dismissed) Khandaker Ab-
dur Rashid, cmur&cxnnuhr:nd the
witness in yesterday's hearing
whﬁ the rest dﬁi'hnh':dhe

one stage of t aring, a
defence lawyer asked the wit-
ness if he had stated to the in-
vestigating officer, "! heard
heavy noise of firing of small
arms from the residence of
Bangabandhu some time after

See Page 12 Col 1

Protest, gherao
at Islamia
Eye Hospital

By Staff Correspondent

A section of Islamia Eye
Hospital (TEH) emp
demonstrations at hospital
premises yesterday dema
remnoval of Dr Mustafizur Rah-
man director of the hospital.
About 50 protesting employ-
ees gheraoed the offices of three
senior hospital efficials includ-
ing Dr Mustafiz at about 1 pm.
A close associate of Dr
Mustafiz, however, claimed
that the demonstrators man-

handled three officials, chanted
slogans, pasted posters and

an ation theatre.
But all these allegations
were denied ‘metht protesting
. One

of t'ilﬂn told this correspondent
that they went to Dr Mustafiz's
office and told him that they
did not want to see him in the

See Page 12 Col 7

Pak artillery shelling
kills 18 in Kashmir

JAMMU, Sept 30: Heavy
Cross- b-ordl':r bh:l“ﬂ frnm
Pakistan killed 18 civilians in
India's northern Kashmir and
oAumd 30 more today, defence

cials said, reports AP.

It was one of the worst civil-
ian tolls in a recent peacetime
incident between the two South
Asian rivals.

Shells rained on the Hi-
malayan border town of Karl
beginning around 1:30 pm and
continued after nightfall.

Thousands of residents fled
the town, said the Army
spokesman Anil Bhatt. "There
is a virtual exodus,” he said.
Bhatt confirmed 15 dead, but
defence officials in the area,
upcnking on condition nf

y. cited initial
ill ?“ the death toll at
t was the third serious Im:i-
dent in the last month, al-

h artillery
isputed fmnticr is rnutilnc
in

the
Pakiutan had fired un
, lorc-

.Jum: fur nearl
alc%nts to to ar-

EH nut of the range of the
shells.

Defence and civilian offi-
cials in Jammu, the state capi-
tal of Jammu-Kashmir, said
shells hit a bus stand where
people were waiting for buses
and a ue.

But Bhatt, the military
spokesman, said that some ol

: shells may have hit a hospi-
tal.

The firing came less than a
week after Indian and Pak-
istani prime ministers met in
New York and promised to
bring such incidents under
control. But there has been no
noticeable tapering oll.

See Page 12 Col 7

The Dhaka City Corpora-
tion's administration is virtu-
ally held hostage by ward
commissioners, not trade
unions, leaders of trade unions
and officials at Nagar Bhaban
alleged.

Leaders of the City Corpora-
tion's four registered trade
unions claimed they never
meddled with the affairs of the
corporation’'s administration
unless it concerned welfare of
the employees.

"Our role is not like that of
the trade unions of T&T or
DESA. You can ask any offi-
cial,” said Md Ratan, president

of Scavengers Union, the
largest trade union with 5,225
members, operating from
Choddotuli area near Pilkhana.

“Those who hold the corpora-

tion hostage are the ward com-
missioners,” he said.

"In every devel t work
contractors must pay these
cnmmt:niun:;{;t ten-per cent
commission starting the
work.” he

DCC's top officials agreed
with Ratan ll‘ld said the trade
unions were more involved in
pressing their demands for
pension and other welfare mea-
sures for their colleagues such

as regularisation of services.

"If a trade union leader
spends his time at office he
earns more than what he does
as an unionist,” said a top DCC
official adding. "It's the ward
commissioners who regularly
interfere in all development
work and cause a lot of admin-
istrative problems. The official,
requesting anonymity, said,
what the unionists don't do here
is done by the ward commis-
sioners. In almost sphere
of DCC's activities such as new

recruitment, allocation of work
schedule and planning, ward
mﬁnm’“iﬂ:ﬂ. interfere and
influence process.
"We welcome the public

resentatives to pate

t rnctu but here
the s quite different.
Unplanned expenses in the face
of p;lmure frnlm mtmmlulon
ers has now almost bankrupt
the DCC." said the official hint-
ing at the severe cash con-
straint prevail in the DCC,
All payments ten lakh

taka have been for at
least two months. Stafl salaries
are disbursed from meagre col-
lection of holding tax, emer-
P‘l:y funds and declining earn-
ngs from shopping centres,
bazaars, car s and other

I‘mlluu by the DCC, he

!k-veul ward commission-
ers who were asked to their
reaction to the allega sald

had to interfere in those
matters because "nothing
moves in the Hq‘u Bhaban

ﬂlhoul
m:lllh Nlbl Com-
mllm of Ward No 86

Contractors bribe commissioners, not us, alleges TU leader

By Morshed Ali Khan
Focus on CBA at DCC

[Jlll‘lbl.l'l City Gate areas) said

the bi t problem is that ward

an“ job and status
are not s lﬂed "We do not
know vrhl is our job or what is

our status. All we do now is is-
sue character certificates, me-

diate local disputes, pursue de-
t works with the Na-
gar ban and look after con-

mmmdutrutliﬂtuofthe

Hllmtwﬂlmththem
unions at the Nagar Bhaban.
mmurumnmmqiltmnt

Iautmrae the
e 1o the T
hl‘mmﬂdi
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BNP to stage
demonstrations

In city today
By Staff Correspondent

BNP will stage demonstra-
tions in the city tuday protest-
ing government's 'repression’
on the Opposition, price hike of
petroleum products, removal of
the floating bridge lcndmg tn
Zia's mazar, cunspirar:

CHT and other 'anti- I{ ac-

tivities of the gmrcmmcnt

As part of the programme,
the party will bring out a pro-
cession from in front of its cen-
tral office at Naya Palton at 4
pm.,

Prior to bringing out the
planned procession, the BNP
workers from different parts of
the city are scheduled to as-
semble on the Inner Circular
Road in front of the office.

Police obstructed the BNP
from assembling on the city
streets and attacked pmcen-
sions of the opposition part
several occasions in the aat
week after the Dhaka City Cor-
poration banned street rallies.

BNP factions in
Chittagong hold

separate rallies

From Staff Correspondent

CHI‘I‘TAG{}HG 30: Fac-

tinnal rival hittagong

apter of BNP sull persists as

h-u the groups organised sepa-

rate rallies and processions in
the city.

The rebel faction in Chit-

ong chapter of BNP is led
former mlnist:r Abdullah
Noman and the group favou
the new city committee is
backed by its president Mir
Mohammad Nasiruddin.

The rally and demonstra-
tion organised by the cit
committee led by Mir Nasirud-
din in front of BNP office at
Nasimon Building today was
reportedly not attended the
supporters ol the Noman fac-
tion.

Another rally organised by
the Noman faction at Kazir .
Dewri, just within a quarter
mile, was not attended Mir
Nasir and his supporters, party
insiders said.

For the past one week, both
the rival groups organised sepa-

See Page 12 Col 2

'Make draft CHT
accord public'

By Staff Correspondent
A joint meeting of BNP,
Ll-liu}ra P;nlrt}r {'Z-IMI“}:ii mocratic
ague, a and PNP -
day demaggd that the of
the government's planned ac-
cord on the Chittagurgi Hill
Tracts (CHT) be made .
Held at the Minto d offi-
cial rc.ﬁijdent;e ::]f I;;adcr of t.lm:::I
Opg:s on in Jatiya Sangsa
in the evening, the meeting also
warned against "any attempt to

reach agreement with the -
batya Chatta Jana Sang-
hati Samity ( bypassing

the Jatiya Sangsad, surrender-
ing the national interests and
beyond the constitutional
visions”. It also
concern at the '‘conspiracies’ on
the CHT issue.
BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan, MP, Kazi

See Page 12 Col 8

11 fishermen
rescued from
Bay of Bengal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Sept 30: An un-
identified body of a fisherman
was found and eleven other
fishermen were rescued from
Ehc of Bcngal today and the

a

Gﬂlam Sarwar Hiru MP and
TNO of Patharghata conducted
the rescue o tion.

The fishermen had been
missing since Frida mldn ht.
They were identifi aet,
Shahid Ruhita, Ban:k A Ba-
rek, Abdur Barek, Anwar, Jaha-
ngir. Munir, Khalil and Shaha-
jahan. They hail from different
villages under Mathbaria thana
of Perojpur district.

Reciter Jayanta’s

wife found dead

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 30: A female
NGO worker allegedly commit-
ted suicide at a residential hotel
in Sylhet town this mo :

otel sources said, Mait-
reyee Chattapaddhay, 40, wife
of renown reciter Jayanta
Chattapaddhay booked a room
at hote Pulnah in Ambarkhana
area at 6-30 pm on Sunday. In
the hotel register, she idcntlﬂed
herself as a consultant and a
resident of Babar Road in
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.

The employees in -
ence of broke the ventila-
tor of the room at about 8-30 am
and found her hanging from the
ceiling fan rod. -

Police later sent the bod
Sylhet M A G Osmany Med{ctl

College Hospital mnr ue for

autopsy. After autopsy
is now being kept at Kum
thanas.

Police said. a note was found
near her . The note reads,
"None of flmﬂ}r members
should touc body and no-

my
is responsible for
" feewe e



