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Nat’'l gxmnastics
Ansars rule

theday

The Biman 23rd national
gymnastics championship be-

gan yesterday at NSC Gym-
nasium with Ansars establish-

absolute su ACY secur-
::t four gold, four silver and
two bronze medals in five
events decided on the day, re-
ports UNB. 4
Jessore DSA were a distant
second collecting one gold and
three bronze medals while
DSA one sil- I
ver and Dinajpur DSA one
bronze

The day's gold winners are:
Men's bar — M Nazrul
Islam Sars): Horse —
Mamun Al Firozi (Ansars); Ro-
man Ring — M Nazrul Islam |
(Ansars); women's uneven bar —
Jannatul Ferdous (Ansars), and
Floor Exercise — Sharmeen
Sultana Sumi (Jessore).

Earlier, State Minister for |
Youth, Sports and Cultural Af-
fairs Obaidul Quader inaugu-
rated the two-day national
meet. organised by the

adesh Gymnastics Fed-
and sponsored by Bi-
man Bangladesh Airlines.

In all, 60 asts from
across the country are taking
part in 10 events — six for men
and four for women.

Kiefer clinches

Toulouse title

TOULOUSE., France, 29: ]
German Nicolas er
through by beating hoider Mark
ar

Philippoussis in the Toulouse
final on Sunday, Reuter.

Kiefer, a member of the
POl Dee i T Do iie Toik g

s to te

German talent, won hluﬁ:’tru
tour event 7-5. 5-7, 6-4.

Seventeen aces and 58 per
cent first serve accuracy were
not enough for the third-seeded
Australian.

_Berlin Marathon
Lagat sets
new mark

BERLIN, Sept 29: Elijah La-
t of Kenya won the Berlin
arathon on Sunday with the
world's fastest time this year.
outsprinting compatriot Eric
Kimaiyo to win by two seconds,
Reuter.
at's time of two hours
seven minutes 41 seconds was
10 seconds faster than the pre-
vious beat set by Dtm:inFoa as-
tro of Portugal and helped the
Sl-ﬁ'-ﬂd collect a bonus of
76, marks (43,200 dollars)
on top of his 30,000 mark first

“l:muldhnv:nmevmfm

bt Lididn't walit to iefive tft
Leli, the Iﬂﬂg. winner in Berlin

finished 13 secands behind in
third and was one of five
runners in the first six.

heered on by a million
spectators, 18,614 runners
from 74 countries took part in
the world's fifth largest
marathon that passes through
the historic Brandenburg Gate
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tactical considerations."”

Catherina McKiernan of Ire-
land won the women's race
with a course record time of
2.23:44. A four-time runner-up
in World Cross Country Cham-
pionships, McKiernan's time
was the best for a women's
marathon debutante.

She was followed home by
Madina a of Belarus
in 2.24:46 Marileen Renders
of Belgium in third at 2.26:18.

Among the starters were
Waldemar Cierpinski, who won
the marathon in 1976
for East Germany.

g with

1972 Olympic marathon in
Munich, was also p to
run, but had to cancel at the

minute due to a death in his

Rivals meet in Karachi today

KARACHI. Sept
29: Pakistan and
India will be
pulling out all the
stops when they
Biowes e e _] meet tomorrow

for their second one-day
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SAEED ANWAR
international with the

homeside looking to wrap up
the three-match series afg:r a
lacklustre first encounter, re-
ports AFP.

After w away with a
five-wicket win Sunday in Hy-
derabad Pakistan are opti-
mistic they can take the next
ﬁ:.mc at the National Stadium

the country's largest city of
Karachi, barring crowd trouble.

For their part India need to
pull up their socks if they are to
avoid a whitewash.

"Our batsmen let us down in
the first match, but I am sure
that the boys will gather their
acts er to put us at in
the es,” a determined Indian
skipper Sachin Tendulkar said.
"We are confident of making a
comeback in the series.”

Both skippers were unani-
mous in their criticism of the
slow track at d but are
hopeful that the crowd will see a

high sco second match.
“The s looks like a good
batting wicket and the crowd
will see what they are looking
for in a one-day match,” Pak-
istan captain Saeed Anwar

said.
Despite the first match,
in which India were bundled out

for a paltry 170 in 49 overs,
tickets for the National Sta-
dium, with a capacity of 32,000
were sold out three days before
the match and a record four
million rupees (100,000 dollars)
will go in the cricket boards cof-

&r"ndln have bitter memories
of their last limited overs en-
counter here when in 1989-90
crowd trouble marred the
match which had to be aban-
doned after the police moved in.

The series is the first to be
played by India on Pakistani
soil in t years because of the
often bitter relations between
the two countries which have
fought three wars since their
independence from Britain in

1947.
Provincial authorities have

imposed strict security mea-
sures to ensure there is no re-
at of the earlier troubles in
achi, which has a history of
political ethnic and religious
violence in which more than
2.%11} have died.
aramili troops and po-
lice, mrgullct-grmf jaglg-
ets, will be deployed in and
around the stadium,
"We have beefed up the secu-
rity to make sure not goes
. said commissioner for
Karachi, Mir Hussein Ali.
Spectators will be bod
searched and will not be al-
lowed to take any solid objects
which could be used as missiles
into the stadium, a senior local
administration official said.
Both teams had net practise
at the venue today and will de-
cide their final line-up early in
the mo : _
Pakistan may include mid-
dle-other batsman Mohammad
Wasim in place of Hasan Raza

Sachin vows to go level

or Salim Elahi, while India is
likely to bring in medium pacer
Harvinder Singh for off-spin-
ner Rajesh Chauhan.

The third and final match of
the series, a day night fixture,
will be held at Gaddafi Stadium,

RE A -

Lahore on October 2.

TEAMS

PAKISTAN (from): Saeed
Anwar (captain), Shahid Afridi,
Ijaz Ahmed, Salim Elahi, In-
zamamul Haq, Mohammad
Wasim, Hasan Raza, Moin
Khan, Saﬂlain Mushtaq, Waqar
Younis, Mohammad Hussain,
Azhar Mahmood. Shahid Nazir
and Aaugib Javed.

INDIA (from): Sachin Ten-
dulkar (captain)., Saurav Gan-
ﬁuéy, Rahul Dravid, Ajay

adeja, Saba Karim, Moham-
mad Azharuddin, Hrishikesh
Kantikar. Vinod Kambli, Ra-
{e:h Chauhan, Abey Kuruvilla,

bashish Mohanty, Harvinder
Singh, Nilesh Kulkarni and
Robin Singh.

(Weather permitting, the
match will start at 10.30 am
(BST). ?uatellite cl;ﬂmel ESPN
Asia will provide coverage
of the match)

Indian cops hold a bookie

29: Indian police
f have arrested a
. bookmaker and
- . accused him of
-—— —d fixing interna
tional cricket matches with the
help of top players, the Asian
Aﬁ‘t daily said today, reports
AFP,

Police said they arrested Om
Prakash Dhanuka in Calcutta
late Sunday and seized docu-

' NEW DELHI, Sept

 ments ‘and cash. adding they.

believed the bookmaker was
involved in a huge betting
racket.

Computer files "containing
names and information on

cricket bookies in various parts
of the world." including Dubali,
London and many cities across
India were also found, they
said.

"It is likely that Dhanuka
had regular contacts with a
number of Indian cricketers

‘who are alleged to be involved

family. |
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pionship at the NSC gymnasium yesterday.
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Che Latlo

.n the betting scam,” one police
officer said.

An independent probe into
match-fixing is under way in
India fulluwin%' claims by for-
mer Indian all-rounder Mano
Prabhakar that he was offe
72,000 dollars by a teammate to
ensure India lost to Pakistan in
a limited-overs tournament in
1994.

Prabhakar made the claim
in Outlook magazine earlier
this year. Indian cricket chiefs

backed a_'prube but said they
L

were sure it would exonerate its

pla ;

muly. former Pakistan
wicketkeeper Rashid Latif
added to the speculation when
the same magazine quoted him
as saying big-name players
from India and Pakistan were
involved in fixing results.

Latif later withdrew the alle-
gations, saying he had been
misquoted.

A police official Rajendra
Kumar claimed Dhanuka had
taken 500 million rupees (13
million dollars) in bets duri
cricket matches and su
India's defeat nst P
on Sunday could have been the
target of match fixing.

e quoted sources in betting
circles as saying that the "odds
were heavily in favour for Pak-
istan” and they won “convinc-

ing!Ev."
arlier this month Pakistan
were thrashed 4-1 by India in a
one-day tournament, prompt-
ing claims in Pakistan that
those results had also been
fixed.

lllegal betting on cricket re-
sults is beli to widespread
in India and the sub-continent
but no player has ever been
found guilty of being involved
despite repeated allegations.

Pilic plans to
change job

MUNICH, Sept 29 German
Davis Cup team captain Niki
Pilic said on Tuesday he would
step down at the end of next
year, re Reuter.

"1 stay the German cap-
tain next year, then stay within
the federation for another year

I d:ﬁg something else,” Pilic, 58.
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Zimbabwe-NZ
final Test
drawn

BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe,
Sept 29: The second and final
Test between Zimbabwe and
New Zealand ended in draw to-
day, reports Reuter.

Scores: Zimbabwe 461 and
227-8 declared; New Zealand
403 and 275-8.

Teacher no more

Greg’s teacher

LONDON, Sept 29: After be-
coming the first British player
for 61 years to reach the US
Open final and the first ever to
be ranked in the top 10, Greg
Rusedski has split with his
coach, reports AP.

The big-serving left-hander
has parted company with Ame-
rican Brian Teacher to team up
with Englishman Tony Pic-
kard, who was behind Stefan
Edbcrgf;%srise to the top in the
late 1980s.

According to press reports,
Rusedski said the split with
Teacher, who had been his
coach for 16 months and helped
him rise from 84 to No 10, was
not acrimonious.

"We had an arrangement to
work until September and,
starting from this week | will be
wor with Tony," Rusedski
said after his semifinal loss to
Pete Sampras at the 6 million
dollars Grand Slam Cup in Mu-
nich,

“He has proved by taking
Stefan to the top that he is one
of the best coaches in the world.
Knowing that he is going to be
helping me is an exciting pros-

Montreal-born Rusedski,
who took British citizenship in
June 1995, lost to Pat Rafter in
the US Open final three weeks
ago and his performances at

ushing Meadow pushed him
up to No 10 in the world.

Pickard. 63, went into semi-
retirement after helping Edberg
win six Grand Slam titles be-
tween 1985 and '94.

"Greg is unbelievably com-
petitive and his commitment is
great,” Pickard was quoted as
saying. "With the top 10 as it is,
there is no reason why he can't
get into the top five and. from
there, anything can happen.”

Sino spikers’

sixth 1n a row

MANILA, Sept 29: China
trounced Ja 3-0 at the last
day of the 9th Asian women's
volleyball championship Sun-
day to claim its sixth title in a
row with all six match victo-
ries, reports Xinhua.

South Korea, who had only
lost to China here, beat Chinese

fonipet15-5. 15-3. 15-10 nday's | | &

another championship round
match to take lgc runner-up.

China, led by Sun Yue who
won the honour of the tourna-
ment's best spiker and scorer,
downed Japan 15-7, 15-9, 15-6
after overcoming some chal-
lenges in the nning of the
first set, where scoring was
6-6 before the Chinese players
took the lead.

Japan, who elected four wins
and two losses, finished third
with Chinese Taipei fourth.

In day’'s consolation round
matches, Thailand trounced
Australia 3-0 (15-1. 15-4, 15-0)
for fifth place while Uzbekistan
beat Philippines 3-0 (15-6, 15-8,
15-13) for sixth. Australia and
Phlll;;lpinca were seventh and

eight

ATP Tour

rankings
PARIS, Sept 29: Leading ATP

Tour rankings in ints pub-
lished tnda;g rtpurtl:ﬂ AFP. e

1. Sampras 429]
2. L Chang 3.442
3. Rafter 2,889
4. Kafelnikov 2.640
5. Moya 2,451
6. Bruguera 2,357
7. Rios 2,322
8. Ivanisevic 2.291
9. Corretja 2284
10. Rusedski 2277
11. Kuerten =.230
12. Muster 2,229
13. Bjorkman 2,182
14. Mantilla 2,144
15. E st 1,983
16. 1,947
17. Krajicek 1,903
18. Bec 1,882
19. Costa 1,819
20. Henman 1,729
21. Philippoussis 1,644
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BRISBANE, Aus-
tralia, Sept 29:
Australian wick-
etkeeper lan
Healy today said

s | he wanted to con
tinue playing in Tests in a bid to
face the West Indies in 1999,
report agencies.

The pugnacious Healy, 33, is

ST IR

A

IAN HEALY

looking torward to beating a
West Indian side led by his an-
tagonist Brian Lara.

Healy is on track to break
compatriot Rodney Marsh's
wicketkeeping record of 355
Test dismissals during the

_ three-Test home series against

New Zealand and South Africa
this summer.

The abrasive Queenslander
is expected to reach 100 Test

Sportwﬁw
Healy's source of spirit

matches this summer, possibl
against South Africa II:;? ﬂdﬂ}:
laide in late January.

Healy is 27 dismissals short
of Marsh's record and has
pla%ed 95 Tests.

ut Healy is looking further
ahead — he's determined to be
around when the Australians
travel to the Caribbean and

take on the West Indies in 1999,
a side Lara has said he wants to

captain.
Australia won the Frank
Worrell Trophy 2-1 in the

Caribbean in April 1995 and re-
tained it at home winning 3-2
early this year.

"He (Lara) has actually made
my career span a lot clearer,”
Healy said here today of the
prospect of another showdown
with the temperamental batting
maestro.

Healy said of Lara: "He said
['ll guarantee you one thing, |
can't wait to pf;y these Aussies
in two years time, I'll guarantee
that we won't be losing.

"I he wants to guarantee
they won't lose it's a great chal-
lenge for us. | figured well that's
me, I've definitely got to be
there."

Relations between the Aus-
tralian cricketers and Lara
have been touchy for some

ars.

It all began with Healy's
stumping of Lara in the first
Test here in 1992 when debate
E?cd whether Healy had the

1 when he broke the wicket.

Tensions mounted again last
summer here when Lara

" snipped at the Australians

through the press and had a
heated conirontation with

Healy in the dressing room af-
ter play in the second Test in
Sydney.
Healy had caught Lara for
two in the first innings and the
West Indian record holder dis-
puted the catch.

Then. in the fifth Test in
f‘erth. where Lara made a cen-

BRIAN LARA

tralians for their treatment of
young opener Robert Samuels.

"l haven't had a run-in with
him (Lara) or spoken to him
since the second Test," Healy
said.

"The West Indies team them-
selves don't really fancy Brian
Lara but he thought he would
take Samuels under his wing
and took offence over what he
was copping out on the field.”

IT'S MINE ..

.. World number one Pete Sampras of the United

el
[

States admires the Grand

Slam Cup, which he clinch beating Australian Patrick Rafter in the final in Munich on

Sept 28.

r Al MUNICH, Sept 29

l (agencies): ith

all the talk of a

new generation

coming in men’s

tennis, Pete Sam

pras proved Sunday there's

going to be no change at the top
SOOI1.

The world's top-ranked

gnycr destroyed promising US

pen winner Patrick Rafter
with his serve, 6-2, 6-4, 7-5 to
win the Grand Slam Cup and it's
hu;f: litle money of 1.5 million
dollars.

With players like Andre
Agassi and Boris Becker fading
from the headlines, other play-
ers like Britain's hard-serving
Greg Rusedski or Chile's
Marcelo Rios are emerging.

But the most gznmiuing of
the lot appears to be Rafter, the
Australian with 4 r ?lnd flur-

ising speed. He has shot {romn

thnign the world to third this
year.

But Rafter. 24, can't beat
Sampras. He lost his sixth
straight to the No 1 at the Grand
Slam Cup. just a week after
Sampras beat him to carry the
United States past Australia
and into the finals of the Davis

"He's just too good and
sirong.” said the I[rustrated
Rafter. "I've got to look for

Feature Film 5:30 Khoya
Khoya Chaand (Hit Songs
Show)

6:00 Dennis The

something new, something dif-
ferent to try to crack Pote - but |
haven't found anything yet.”
Sampras made it clear from
the start he wasn't going to let
Rafter beat him Sunday after
both knocked off some of the
world's top players to reach the
final of the six million dollar

wcl!lt.
Because he just won the US

Open, it raise my intensity,”
said Sampras. "He's No 3 now,
s0 you come out firing.”

Some hope Rafter could be-
come the rival Sampras lacks
since Agassi began sliding from
the _t.‘;p several years ago.

ell it's hard to say right
now,” said Sampras. "You
know, with Andre and I, it was
very unique. We're both Ameri-
cans. different personalities,
the whole nine yards.”

No Pete,
no Pat

BASEL, Switzerland, Sept
29. World number one Pete
Sampras and Australia's US
Open holder Patrick Rafter
have pulled out of the Swiss In-
doors here this week after the
American beat Rafter in Sun-
day's Grand Slam Cup final in
Munich, reports AFP.

4.00 Chattan 4.30 Amaanat
5.00 Celeste 5:30 Mrs Madhuri

Didt (Comedy Serial) 6:00 Daily

— AP/UNB photo

No one near number one

Sampras won 2 million dol-
lars at the Grand Slam Cup,
doubling his earnings for the
year. In addition to the biggest
title money in tennis, he col-
lected 500,000 dollars for win-
ning Wimbledon and the Aus-
tralian Open.

During the tournament,
Sampras had eagerly followed
the Ryder Cup, betting against
British player Tim Henman,
who bet on Europe.

"l just lost n'Rz bet to Henman
— now | can afford to buy him
;:linnﬂr.“ said Sampras, laugh-
ng.

Now Sampras’ only rival is
the all-time greats. He has won
10 Grand Slam title, two short
of Emerson's record.

“The prime, physically and
mentally, for a tennis player, is
between 22 and 28." said Sam-
pras, now 26. "For me, it's prob-
ably right now "

And he wants to underline
his dominance of the men's
game by becoming the first man
since Australian Rod Laver in
1969 to win all four Grand
Slams in one year.

"In tod:r's me, it's difficult
but the only thing really left for
me right now is to try to break
that record, or at least try to
win the French.” said Sampras,
who has yet to taste success at
Roland Garros.
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01:30 Win Your Dreams  Gaane Jaane Maane 12:00 O  NazrenMere Ghar Ana Jindagi  1:15 Filler 1:45 Film: Jeena
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2:00 Gujrati 3:00 Hindi  2:00 The Rasoi Show ( Karz (Rpt) 3:00 Dm’ Rpt.)

Feature Film 5:00 TSN 5:30  Tips) 2:30 Cine 3:30 Dhara-Zaike Ka Safar
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