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Failing the Tests

The two-day seminar on pollution problems of
Dhaka city concluded the other day with a much-
needed emphasis on scientific investigations on a
broad front into the new threats to life in the
metropolis — threats originating in our first tod-
dling tastes of the industrial civilisation. Nearly |
all feel it is hightime right actions were taken to
stall further degeneration of our environment. But
to decide upon truly right actions one must know
the working of the pollution process and the nature
of its effect. Hence the importance of projects to
study pollution with special reference to our capi-
tal city — already a nightmare city if only we cared
to know.

The government has so far been totally ineffec-
tive in taking any measure curbing air pollution
through vehicular emissions. Why? Even a small
start in that direction is yet to be seen. Instead,
government's thinking seems to be that everything
about this is awaiting the commissioning of the
expensive seven automobile checking plants, four
of which are to be operational in Dhaka. The day
these start working, Dhaka's air would be as clear
as on the Kanchenjunga. This is a false hope. You
cannot stop the two-stroke three-wheelers because
of court action and your ban on import of these is
leaking? Why don't you go after 5000 worst spewing
chimneys called buses and trucks and personnel
carriers? Whose effusions need no testing other
than seeing the black jet coming out and darkening
the milieu under a pall of cloud lapping up day-
light.

And why isn't government healing its own vehi-
cles? Why isn't it CNG-fying its pool of thousands
of vehicles, gradually to be sure. Reason two for be-
lieving government isn't doing enough about air
pollution is its non-promotion of the CNG escape
chute. Let it heed our suggestion of allowing a 25
rebate on the road-tax of all CNG-fied vehicles. Do
it and see what happens. Ask the vehicles registra-
tion and road-tax collecting authorities to insist
on the owners to switch over to CNG.

Polythene bags were banned years ago. Manu-
facturers got the then Prime Minister Begum Zia to
allow a two-year reprieve. That two-year is long
past. What is holding the present dispensation to
deal with this danger the only way it can be dealt
with? No exhortations please to prefer jute bags for
this is bound to be hollow. Ban polybag and see the
improvement in the jute economy.

Boils Down to Economics

Every ingredient to make the recipe a success
seems to be there. A willing government — not only
in words but in work as well; a raised budgetary al-
location, a steady rise in the population of school-
ward children. Yet the news is country’'s primary
education is not going anywhere. Officials of the
Education Ministry itself are of the opinion that
the government policy for expanding mass as well
as primary education is not reaping the kind of
dividend it should have.

A recent appraisal meeting of the national
council for mass and primary education with the
PM in the chair culled out 20 reasons for the poor
state of primary education in the country. Major
among them are ; gradual slide in the quality of ed-
ucation, lack of enough schools within the ‘reach’,
insufficient class rooms, paucity of female teach-
ers and lack of gadgets. The focus, it appears, is on
infrastructural inadequacy.

Is it the only problem? Perhaps not. The figures
of 45% drop-out as revealed in the in-depth report
of a leading Bengali daily should encourage the
policy makers to dig little deeper on this issue. The
real problem is the harsh economic reality which
the families of the prospective school-goers grap-
ple with. Why would the poor parents send their
children to school? Pared down to the statistics of
daily or monthly bill of expenses, school is a
source of automatic disincentive for the unedu-
cated, poverty-stricken, rural parents. To start
it robs them of the labour of their children

recompensed by any waiver in the form say, one
meal of the day. Schools have to offer economic in-

dia where many government schools ﬂmvide one
meal of the day to the students. This subsidy would
not amount to a huge cost as many might assume.

Of course, there are other problems, like the
lack of coordination, to be addressed. What we
have in the name of primary education is a very
odd heterogeneous melange of eleven systems. This
chaotic reality has to go.

Needs a Push

We are heartened to see considerable interest be-
ing evinced by an enterprising lot of people in the
opportunity the government has oftered to have
E or industrial parks set up in the private sec-
tor. We cannot, however, be equally effusive about
the aiace at which the plethora of applications for
Eg;-r eads are being entertained by the governin

d for the EPZs. The enabling law was enacte
a year agu and yet there could not be any short-
listing of entrepreneurs to give them and the EPZ
a lead time for mutually reinforcing
dustrial estates.

The government has to do the zoning and pro-
vide utility services to the industries. The en-
trepreneurs can go about their construction work
and installation agenda only after the land has
been suitably developed for such purposes. °

The sanction process has apparently hit a snag
in several applicants inability to show that the
possess 100 acres of land. Obviously it is no small
job getting ownership of 300 bighas of land near

such strategically important places as an airport
or sea port. We suggest the government requisition
land stretches after zoning and compensation on
payment and then proceed sell these off to private
sector entrepreneurs who may form into groups
for their operational convenience.

The entire process will have to be perfected and [
quickened to develop models with an eye to the
emergence of the epoch-marking Jamuna bridge |
expected to be operationalised in the near future.
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HE Constitution of the
I People's Rafuhllc of
Bangladesh will be twenty
five year old soon. The people of
Bangladesh, on 4 November,
1972, through the Constituent
Assemnbly, adopted, enacted and
Env: to themselves, the
onstitution of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh. The
Speaker authenticated the
Cons-titution on 14 December.
It repealed the transitional
constitution; the Provisional
Constitutional Order 1972,
Article 153 set the date that the
Constitution "shall come into
force on the sixteenth day of
December, 1972".

Over this period, Bangladesh
Constitution has suffered, in
human terms, considerable
amount of pain and anguish. It,
for a very long period, remained
under suspended animation
and underwent major tramns-
plantations and a number of
surgeries. Still, twenty five
years on, the working of the
constitution has provided a cer-
tain amount of experience for
all to reflect upon. It also has

ven sufficient space of time to
ook back, to examine its effect,
to find some answers such as
how far the objectives the Coii-
stitution set out to achieve had
been realised and how relevant
the Constitution had been in
the life of the people and how
appropriate it remained over
this period in realising their
aspirations.

Thus, twenty-five years pro-
vide opportunities to review the
document in its entirety, to
pause and think. It then offers
the ssibility to determine
whether it is capable to meet the
nation's challenges not only for
the next twenty-five years but
well beyond, into the new cen-

t ;
ur%‘hc constitution is a mirror

of the nation. It is. to quote the
author of B adesh Constitu-
tion, Dr Hossain, "a doc-

ument that a generation drafts
in the light of its experience and
the prevailing currents of
thought and which seeks to an-
ticipate the future and to pro-
vide a framework for ﬂl‘flﬂ.‘l‘l}"
change” (Public Interest Litiga-
tion in South Asia, eds, Hos-
sain, Malik & Musa, 1997).

A whole new generation has

own up since the adoption of
the Constitution. The world too
has undergone unimaginable
and unheard of changes in so-
cio-political, economic and in
other aspects because of science
and technology's influence. The
need, therefore, to analyze the
Constitution, its performance,
thematically and jn all other
details, in every possible per-
spective, is paramount.

This article intends not em-
bark on the process itself, but.
to highlight its importance and
to e for such a study.

e Constitution, back in
1972, offered two pledges and
one ?mr}lugiiﬁgl. :I:Eit. we, the

ople o adesh, . ed
“that the high ideals nfpnlg?i'im-
alism. socialism, democracy
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Sir, Even with a new gov-
emment, now past its [irst year,
our political parties continue to
rally on the streets. The work-
ers may not be able to compre-
hend that public goodwill is
being lost. It is the leaders who
should find a remedy for the
situation and implement it
immediately, without sittin
down at their usual round o
innumerable meetings in air-
cooled rooms enjoying tea and
samochas. Mayor Hanif has of-
fered seven wonderful venues.

Our special request is, please
leave the Jati ess Club road
free. And will the police arrest

any violators without discrim-
ination? The public should help
to oust such road blockers.

AL, BNP, Islamic Jote and
others close down a road with
meetings and processions. Let
them have their processions
keep pace with the traffic, not
disrupt it or delay it. They can
march one or two persons
abreast. no more than that.

| am sure no previous per-
mission from the police is
taken even by the AL. And dear
Mr Mayor, please do not just
offer venues, make sure meet-
ings are held nowhere else. If we
can beat up suspected child-
lifters, we can also manhandle
bamboo-rod-in-hand party
workers. Only kindly back us,
dear Mayor, with the police. We
will ensure no meeting ever
takes place on our crowded
roads including the Jonaki
Road.

Sultan Wares
5 Free School Street, Dhaka

Discrimination
against women

Sir, The news item published
on 7th September, '97 in a
Bangla daily is a major exam-
ple of how women are treated in
our country.

According to the report, in
Gazipur, fifteen-year-old
Ayesha and sixty-year-old Nasu

ia were allowed to marry after
Ayesha had to suffer one hun-
dred lashes for her sin. Ayesha
and Nasu Mia allegedly had
been having an illicit relation-
shig\ for the last four years.
he former chairman of
Mirzapur Union called for a
shalish, in which one Samad
Munshi gave fatwah that after
r;ccil:rin‘lgm ﬁnl; h‘lm%?d lashes,

sha eligible to m
l\Facau Mia. g o

We are stunned and protest
vehemently against this ver-
dict. Why the fifteen-year-old
girl had to be punished while
the sixty-year-old man was
spared? If anyone should have
been punished, it should have
been the mature man not the
tender-aged girl.

Women are subjected to in-
justice in so many fields that we
are appalled and disheartened.

In intelligence women are
men, their only
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Twenty-five Years of Bangladesh Constitution: A Time to Look Back

by Ahmed Ziauddin

The governments, over these years, became synonymous to wastes of public money; either in the form of out-
right corruption, misuse of public funds or otherwise. The Constitution provides in Article 128 that all "public
accounts of the Republic and of all courts of law and all authorities and officers of the Government shall be

and secularism, which inspired
our heroic people to dedicate
themselves to, and our brave
martyrs to sacrifice their lives
in, the national liberation
struggle, shall be the fundamen-
Lal Erinclplcu of the Constitu-
tion". Here, the victims of the
Eennctdc perpetrated by the

akistani army numbering
three millions have been In a
way ignored.

The second was, "that
it shall be a fundamental aim of
the State to realise through the
democratic process a socilalistic
society, free from exploitation-
a society in which the rule of
law, fundamental human rights
and freedom, equality and jus-
tice. political, economic and
social, will be secured for all
citizens”.

Then it affirmed "that it is
our sacred duty to safeguard,
protect and defend this Consti-
tution and to maintain its
supremacy as the embodiment
of the will of the people of
Bangladesh so that we may
prosper in freedom and may
make our full contribution to-
wards international peace and
cooperation in k with the
progressive aspirations of
mankind”.

After twenty-five years, it is
high time to take stock as to
what extent. "We, the people of
Banglhj adesh™ have su in
achieving the above pledges. It
is time to determine, far in
the society now, rule of law,
human rights, freedom, equal-
ity, justice in socio-economic-
policies have been achieved. [t
is equally necessary to estab-
lish how far the Constitution
worked for the people.

However, it must be kept in
mind that this process to exam-
ine the Constitution is not Lo re-
write or produce a new one, nor
to bring wholesale change. The
most important objeclive is to
analyze whether over the last
twenty-five years things have
worked for the people of
Bangladesh or not and if not,
w C . if brought to
the Constitution, are likely to
improve its performance.

Therefore, there must be
more than one way to approach
the issue. The traditional way,
is just to observe the day, like
the other days, with messages,
S hes and seminars, which
olten are limited to ceremonies
and in the end, generate no sub-
stantive understanding and
consequently, no result. The

rocess should begin with a
ook at the Constitution, right
from the beginning and then go
all through its body in 'a more
substantial manner. '

The Constitution has, over
these years. undergone enor-

audited and reported on by the Auditor-General ..."

mous changes. Justice
Naimuddin Ahmed observed, ~
the process of mutilating the
Constitution " began very early
and "the original complexion of
the Constitution was changed
almost beyond recognition”.
The Constitution was amended
13 times and over 60 Articles
had been touched upon. Virtu-
ally all Parts and all Chapters
had been transformed. The
Constitution has 11 Parts and
153 Articles.

In the midst of these numer-
ous changes, still, provisions
like Article 77, which provides
for establishment of the office
of the Ombudsman to investi-
gate any action taken by a Min-
istry, a public officer or a
statutory public authority has
remained unfulfilled after long
twenty-five years.

The first thing that one no-
tices, taking into account the
turbulent history of
Bangladesh. that the constitu-
tion has no built-in safety
mechanism. As events have
proved, the Constitution was
sus on more than one oc-
casion, but the Constitution
neither contains any provision
to defend against intrusion nor
provides any sanction. The
ravagers of the Constitution did
not have to answer to their
crimes against the Constitu-
tion, since, no such crime exist.

Article 7 declares. " (1) All

powers in the blic belong to
the people, and their exercise on
behalf of the e shall be ef-

fected only under. and by the
authority of. this Constitution.
(2) This Constitution is, as the
solemn expression of the will of
the ple, the supreme law of
the ublic. and If any other
law Is inconsistent with this
Constitution that other law
shall, to the extent of inconsis-

tency, be void.” After this decla-
ration on the supremacy of the
Constitution, the authors per-

haps believed the Constitution
has adequately been protected,
but events within three years
proved, how insecure the Con-
stitution was.

The Martial Law imposed by
Khandker Moshtaque Ahmed
in 1975 which Justice Sayeem
and Ziaur Rahman followed
and in 1982 by Ershad, exposed
the fragility of the Constitu-
tion. After the first Martial Law
was withdrawn, Ziaur Rahman
continued to rule in the country
in "civillan dress” until his as-
sassination in 1981. But when
Ershad was removed after pro-
lﬂnged "democracy movement’.
he goverminent that was ed
initiated a.
proceedings and fil imigal
cases against Ershad involving
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handicap is that they are physi-
cally weaker than men and
n}alcs are taking full advantage
ol it.

I Eﬂt to think that a great
number of women, who could
have attained a shining career
must have sacrificed it for
household duties and rearing
children.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad. Chittagong

A friend of the poor

Sir, Amidst a mild opposi-
tion by the Hindu militant
group P, the Indian govern-
ment and their people, espe-
cially the Calcutta-dwellers
have finally paid an unprece-
dented honour by giving a state
funeral to an ex-Yugoslavia
(Macedonia] born mother
Teresa, who had migrated to In-
dia in the year of 1949 from her
motherland. From the tender

e of 19 till the last day of her
lite of more than a seven
decades, she had dedicated her
every interest for every cause of
the poorest and dis ir-
respective of any caste and
creed.

Her sacrifices have eventu-
ally awarded her the world's
most coveted Nobel Peace prize.
In recognition to her every ef-
forts and deeds, world leaders
including our prime minister
and different religious leaders
belonging to different religions
have commendably paid their
richest tribute to this revered
friend of world's est of the

r. Like the late Princess of

ales, she had shared an all-
time concern for the poor and
the distressed, of course, in a
complete different lifestyle
than that of recently-expired
Diana.

The Indians can pride them-
selves for having their close
connection with this personal-
ity to whom they have given
their all assistance, honour and
citizenship. However, on the
death of Diana and Teresa, a

. pertinent question have been

raised in my mind whether
there are any other living out-
standing personalities in the
Muslim, western and the Third
World who care for the poor and
distressed. May be, there is
somebody somewhere in the
world who have love and com-
passion for the have-nots but
doesn't enjoy “Preus coverage
and publicity. We want to know
about her or him!

Md Muhibbul Abrar Choudhury
Chittagong

Not here, but there

Sir, The Prime Minister was
criticised for setting up a small
secretariat when abroad. But all
our past PMs had gone abroad
with a sizeable entourage. The
contact they maintained with
the homeland was expensive.
No one raised a hue and cry at
that time about the drainage to
the public exchequer. Why the

fuss now? Is it because our PM
has not been able to keep our
people happy on the home front
ast had hoped? In the '75s.
law and order was deliberately
undermined by a group. It has
begun again and is continuing
even now, Who's fault is it? If a
government cannot run a coun-
try, it is honour bound to re-
sign. So the PM and her Cabinet
better go on with the job.

Incidentally. the cost our
PM's daily telecommunications
with Dh could not have cost
much. These days e-mail, etc..
have brought prices plunging
down. Even on our home front,
it will all further if the firms
want customers or to stay in
business. And if anyone is to
complain about the heavy ex-

ture of public money (or if

the donor countries aid is in-
cluded), one may kindly and
conveniently recollect that our
PMs voted unanimously to have
a life-long pension. If we are
rich enough as a country to af-
ford a long line of PM pension
collectors, why should we be u
set by a PM's secretarial holiday
account?

Natasha Kamal
Wari, Dhaka

Digital experience

Sir, | was ecstatic, readin
the news in your renowne
daily that a delegation from
Hollywood expressed high
hopes about Bangladesh as
their new potential market for
English movies. And for obvi-
ous reasons Modhumita Movies
spearheaded the camp:‘.:ilgn and
took up the job of upgrading the
prevailing scenario of big-
screen entertainment, which is
worthy of much appreciation.
But to make this effort worth its
while Modhumita has to con-
template on certain issues.

e other day. [ had the op-
ortunity to visit the theatre
ut could not properly compre-

hend the need for ostentation of
provocative banners. The au-
thority was in total fiasco to
contend the despicable act of
tickets' black marketinF. The
theatre ambiance, |1 would say,
was upgraded not by the strug-
ing air-cooling systemn or the
usy seats, rather by the decent
and understanding crowd
which is quite rare to see in
other contemporary cinema
halls. To ensure the steady flow
of this young generation, only
the ultra-stereo sound system
mlg: prove to be Iackilﬁ.

. | would hope, Modhu-
mita will take these matters
under serious consideration
and change their lackadaisical
efforts to more prolific ones.
The fans, I sup , don’'t want
to see their enthusiasm, at the

advent of new technology. go in
vain.

Ashigur Rahman Khan
118 Dhaka

mber, of al -

arms, maneg corruption, in-
fluence ling etc. But his
princi crimes were, suspen-
sion of the Constitution, impo-
sition of Martial Law and viola-
tion of "will of the 24

A General Diary (GD) entered
into by Jatiya Samajtantrik
Dal (JSD) General Secretary
Hasanul Hag Inu at Ramna
thana acc Ershad of
the war against the State,
threatening the President etc,
but Ers was not implicated
in crimes against the Constitu-
tion.

The Constitution, however,
did not receive the first blow in
1975. The assault began in 1973
with the insertion of "emer-
ﬁncy provisions”, which paved

e way for subsequent turbu-
lence. This was followed by a
mortal strike in the form of
fourth amendment to the Con-
stitution, which changed the
composition, character and
equilibrium of the Constitu-
tion. So, another shield the
Constitution of Bangladesh
should wear to resist attacks
not only from the military , but
from the government and a
decile majority in a Parliament
so that the Constitution could
not be altered "fundamentally”
merely because a government
has numerical majority in Par-
liament. The Supreme Court
has, however, reinforced this
argument in a 1988 judgement
by declaring Ershad's eighth
amendment partially void.

Under the headlines "Fun-
damental Principles of State
Policies” and "Fundamental
Rights”". the Constitution enu-
merated a number of rights.
Rights like democracy, human
rights, education, public health
etc., were declared fundamental
lo the overnance of
Bangladesh but not to be judi-
cially enforceable. The enforce-
able rights, the "fundamental
rights”, were hcavig qualified.

e authors of the Constitution
relled too much on the good-
will of the ment that the
"principles” which are a bunch
of essentially indispensable so-
cio-economic rights, "shall be

applied by the State in the mak-
ing of the laws. shall be a guide
to the interpretation ol the

Constitution and of the other
laws of Bangladesh, and shall
form the basis of the work of
the State and of its citizens”.
The Constitution, thus, in
large part remained meaning-
less in many aspects of people's
life. Dr Kamal Hossain admits
this fact and maintains that
“simplistic distinction between

mrtstiluw- provisions !Elal -

OPINION

ing to judicially enforceable
fundamental rights and those
relating to directive or funda-
ment rinciples of state pol-
icy which are not judicially en-
forceable tends to obscure the
vital relationship between
these two sets of provisions”.
Instead of introducing hierar-
ElH in rights, as the authors
did, it was perhaps preferable to
leave the enforcement aspect in
the hands of the Court, who,
taken into consideration the
prevalent situation, would set
the meters,

is follows the
relating Judiciary
and the Judges, the guardians of
the le's right and adminis-
trators of justice. On both the
counts, people's expectations
have remained unfulfilled. Over
the last twenty-five years, the
Judges have failed to protect the
rights of the le and justice
remained u e, where it mat-
tered most. When in 1974 the
Constitution received over-
whelming assault in the form of
the fourth amendment, which
placed the Judiciary virtuall
at the mercy of al pﬂw:rfur
President's whims, the Judges
remained silent. Later on, in
1975 and 1982, when military
imposed Martial Law in the
country, the Judges, who took
oath to "preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution and the
laws of adesh” all but wel-
comed the Martial law. The re-
view should include all these
episodes to find effective rem-

uestions
. the Court

The other major institution
in the Constitution that has

rformed quite poorly had

n the legislature, the Par-
liament. The Parliament for
Bangladesh, according to Arti-
cle 65 of the Constitution, shall
be vested the legislative
of the Repubilic. mnhcm
large portion of the laws over
the last twenty-five years have
not been the Parliament's -
uct. The Parliament and the
Parllamentarians have failed
to reflect the expectation of the
people.

e governments, over these
years, ame synonymous to
wastes of public money:; either
in the form of outright corrup-
tion, misuse of public funds or
otherwise. The Constitution
provides in Article 128 that all
public accounts of the Republic
and of all courts of law and all
authorities and officers of the
Government shall be audited
and reported on by the Auditor-
General and for that purpose he
or any person authorised by
him in that

I shall pave ~~sels: Belgg
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access to all records, books.
vouchers, documents, cash,
stamps, securities, stores or
other property in
the of any person in
the service of the Republic”.
However, everyday

suggests that is no one to
take account of government's

s ing.

The thirteenth amendment
has only provided a framework
for fair voting in el the
national Parliament. but the
;‘l?u.ltl of the ‘Iruft: ?ln not reflect

e opinion of the ma

ople because of the ayjorllt:mty
ollowed. In fact, in first past
the post voting, the majority

remain largely unrepresented
in parliament and feel ne-

glected. Fairness of the election
procedure is a part of demo-
cratic representation, but a
fairer voting system which duly

ts the majority should
be considered for an inclusive
democracy. So, the review could
delve into the matter of elec-
toral reform and examine in-
troduction of a form of propor-
tional representation instead of
pt;;unt winner-takes-all sys-
The review should be not

only limited in the
performance of the provisions
and institutions of Consti-

tution, and devise ways of im-
provement, but also search new
ideas to incorporate and rein-
force the commitments of the
Constitution. For example,
democracy, fundamental hu-

man ts, freedoms, res
for the ty and worth of the
human person, should no

longer remain State policies,
but. be considered as inalien-
able rights. Equally, good gov-
ernance, transpar in State
affairs, right to information etc
necessary ingredients of
democracy should be ensured.

International law has not
got much in the Constitu-
tion of Bangladesh. Article 25
which relates to foreign rela-
tions states that the "State
shall base its international re-
lations on the principles of re-
spect for national sovereignty
and equality, non-interference
in the internal affairs of other
countries, eful settlement
of international disputes, and
respect for international law
and the principles enunciated
in the United Nations Charter”.
It envisage international law
more In intra-State relations
than in gruupu or individual
rights, other subjects of inter-
national law.

The review could be under-
taken by the government, uni-
versities and other institutions
of the civil society. More impor-
tantly, in the process, people
should be extensively involved,
to make the Constitution truly
the expression of the will of the
people.

author is a researcher at
the Catholic University, Brus-
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Where’s Down Under?

Australia's relationship
with Asia has turned on the
four Is: immigration, invasion,
international
trade/investment, and identity,

The last has latly been quite
a problem, for not a few Aus-
tralians voted for Pauline Han-
son, who conjures up visions of
being Asianised. In The Clash
of Clvilisations and the Remak-
ing of World Order, Samuel
Huntington has censured the
erstwhile Keating government
for attempting to "defect from
the West and redefine itself as
an Asian society”, prophesying
a "permanently torn” Australia.
Geography and history are at
loggerheads.

Invasion — our second | —
engendered Australia's Asia-
and self-awareness. Culturally,
diplomatically and economi-
cally, she was agpmded to the
British Empire before the Pa-
cific war. Ex-diplomat Francis
Stuart observed: "To Aus-
tralians of my generation the
community we belonged to was
the Empire, not the individual
country in which we happened
to have been born". Between
federation in 1901 and Pearl
Harbour, the sole attempt at
foreign policy was to contain
Japan.

Before 1941, the naval base
of Singapore was her fortress.
Singapore fell; Britain was
mired in Europe. Francis Stuart
recalls that : ... at the be g
of 1942 Australia found itself a
wholly new war situation.. It
was no longer a remote base
which could contribute forces to
a European war; it was a likely
theatre of operations itself, fac-
ing a local enemy.

Though defeated, Japan
proved Europe vulnerable,
pointing the way towards na-
tionalist anti-colonialism. In
March 1946, the Minister for
External Affairs, Dr H V Evatt,
noted that Australia's "stake in
the Pacific is paramount." In
March 1947, he announced Aus-
tralia's goal : a "harmonious as-
sociation of democratic states
in the Southeast Asia are”,
Diplﬂmaticalm Australia was
famous with Asian leaders.

Immigration — our first | —
was another story. Ben
Chiefly's labour government
(1945-49), wished to augment
Australian numbers, but only
with Europeans; even as the
Minister for Immigration,
Arthur Calwell, evicted Asian
war-time refugees.

The post-war 'threat-from-
the-north’ was Communism.
The new Liberal-Country Party
coalition of 1949 wove a net of
alliances around the country,
spreading it wide to preserve
non-Communist Asian gov-
ernments. The year 1952 saw
the pact with the United States
and New Zealand (ANZUS),
1954 the Southeast Asia Treaty
Organisation (SEATO); troops
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and arms went to Korea (1650-
53), Malaya (1955-60), Malaysia
%?ES-BE and Vietnam (1965-

The protective net proved a
self-make trap, as successive al-
lied volte-face disoriented and
discredited the Liberal-Country
Party. President Lyndon John-
son and Richard Nixon began
the arduous pull-out from Viet-
nam; in 1971, the latter, with-
out consul Australia, cosied
up to China. The Australian
Labour Party swept into power
in 1972 led by Whitlam.

Whitlam envisioned "a more
independent Australian stance”
reflecting international reali-
ties, and a cure for the "alliance
syndrome”. He abandoned the
anti-Communist Koumintang
government of Taiwan;
swapped diplomatic recogni-
tion with China and (North)
Vietnam, withdrew from South
Vietnam, and supported the
formation of a zone of peace in
the Indian Ocean and a stable
Southeast Asia under the Asso-
ciation of South East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), formed in 1967.
Simultaneously, the ALP's Min-
ister for Immigration, Al
Grasby, removed all barriers to
Asian immigration. As Whit-
lam said: "In our region, in our
dealings with all the countries
of that region we think it's time
for an ideological holiday”.

International trade and in-
vestment — our third I —
Australia towards pr tism.
Massive trade diversification,
especially towards China and
Japan, occurred during the '50s
and '60s. By 1967, Japan had
replaced Britain as Australia’s
largest export market. By 1991,
bilateral trade stood at AS$23
Lillion per year, and Japanese
investment at over AS836 bil-
lion. About 350,000 Japanese
lourists visit Australia every
year. Today, Japan and East
Asia purchase over 60 per cent

of Australian exports, more
than the US and the EU com-
bined!

Immigration — our first | —
from Asia took place over two
periods : 1830-1900, and 1973-

present. The "White Australia”
policy was articulated in the

earlier phase. The diminished

ly of British convict labour

led
led farmers and graziers to im-

ort indentured Chinese and
ndian coolies, for Australia

had become a major interna-
tional supplier of wool. This
roused fierce
the nascent tr
ment. The next hundred years
witnessed the vociferous de-
mand by the trade unions to end
Asian immigration.

position from
union move-

The second of immi-
ration was 1973-present. At

the beginning of the '60s,
around one

per cent of immi-

ts were Asia, over 5 per cent
the end of the decade, and
1972-73 the figure exceeded

Asianised

economy -

value! More seriou
Asian value of

r cent. A dramatic increase
ollowed the Whitlam Labour
government's coming to power
in 1972, and the proportion -
doubled in 1974-75 when the
‘White Australia’ policy was
formally abolished, and the
first wave of Indo-Chinese.
mostly Vietnamese, ref
pounlad in. In 1989, Asian-
people comprised about 3
cent of the Australian pl:
tion. If current trends continue,
the prugortiun will rise to be-
tween 1

and 15 cent by the
2030. Anmrlt’ilf'tg to 4
iviani, this will not only

mean 'a substantial ch in
the racial composition ﬁ Aus-
tralia’. but also 'a significant
shift in cultural and social val-
ues’

Reliance on the United King-
dom — the of Hﬂlﬂcﬂ
our fourth | — results in ‘cul-
tural cringe'. In The Lucky
Country (1964). Donald Horne
suggested focus on Asia as an al-
}lemauve to the "sometimes

umiliating at to

the family rmshitug#g
Europeans .. It is in

with Asia countries that Aus-
tralians might regain a sense of
confidence and importance”.
But revisionists have repeat-
O e e P o
the ite Australia’ i
Historian F K Crowley m
in 1968 that Australia:

... is not, and has not for 60
million years, been part of Asia
geographically. Australia is
not, culturally or ethnically,
part of Asia. Australia does not
share common social institu-
tions, religious attitudes, or
styles of itical behaviour
wl:lgm most t:_untnel It
is an Europe....

A ncmm a . In
é?uﬂﬂ. Auug:lln:&u Frontier

L together 1 people to
n‘g:l:' Australia's options.
strasia as one desir-
able lity.
An Austrasian future will
not be comfortable, and our
choices are limited. The size of
po&ulatinn in Asia, combined
with resource scarcities yet im-
pressive economic growth,
romise an market.
et the trends are towards in-
creased political and military
- h in Asia. Australia
must e a mul}ir:ultur:l
society or face con-

flict, isolation and a stagna

Yet, rﬁuluculturlliﬂn. too,
results in ‘cultural cringe’. Paul

Keati ingratia

that ‘'mateship’ was an Asian
. the non-

eMmoCrac

causes more angst and soul-
searching. A section of the




