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Hasina visits
cyclone-hit
areas, assures
all assistance

BHOLA, Sept 28: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today vis-
ited cyclone-hit areas of Bhola
and Laxmipur districts and as-
sured the affected people of all
possible assistance from the
government, reports UNB.

More than 50 people were
killed and many injured in the
cyclonic storm that also exten-
sively damaged property of the
coastal people on early Satur-

The Prime Minister visited
Char Lalmohan, Borhanuddin
and Mirzakalu in Bhola district
and stopped at Laxmipur to see
the devastation caused by the
cyclone.

She first went to Lalmohan,
then to Charbhuta union and
addressed a gathering there.

Addressing the gathering.
she said, "We have to face natu-
ral calamities with courage. For
the grace of Allah and
for rapid action and allout
preparation of the government,
casualty and damage were also
less this time.”

The administration has
been directed to ascertain the
extent of damage, and soon af-
ter. the government will take

steps to repair the damage, she
See Page 12 Col 1 -

Manzoor murder

Charges to be
framed Oct 9

By Court Correspondent

Charges against the accused
in the Major General Manzoor
murder case could not be
framed yesterday as all of them,
including deposed President
General H M ad, were not
present in the court.

First Additional Sessions
J Mohammad Sharifuddin

the next date for framin

of against the accus
60 October

Defence counsels for Ershad
again submitted a pra Erh to
permit appearance of their
client his attorneys.

Public Prosecutor Altal Hos-
sain op the ition say-
ing that it was not applicable in
" But the

t the judge did not give any

order yesterday. It is likely to be
given later,

8 hurt as AL

factions clash

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Sept 28: Eight per-
sons were injured, six with m—
let and bomb splinters, when
two rival factions of Awami
e clashed over possession
of a club building at Dhar-
masara Road in the city this
nm;nin;, police and witnesses
said.

The injured persons included
four policemen and two women.
They are Sl Yusuf Ali, ASI
Giasuddin, constables Amjad
and Moshahed, Advocate
Nikhil Das. Purnima Roy.
Dipika Das and Abdul Aziz.

All but the two women were
admitted to Khulna Medical

Hospital with bullet and
bomb splinter injuries.

The clash ensued when Ig?.];ty
activists belonging to the ip
group’ took possession of the
club, hou in a two storied
abandoned building and ac-
tivists of 'Imam group' tried to
oust them.

Activists of both the factions
fired shots and bombs
during the clash that lasted for

See Page 12 Col 1
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- of fishermen still missing

cyclone affected family in Bhola picking through the

By Special Correspondent

Rescuers are still scouring
the Meghna estuary and the Bay
for the missing fishermen hun-
dreds of whom had failed to re-
turm home when authorities
sounded alarms ahead of Sat-
urday's devastating storm that
claimed 51 lives in the southermn
coastal districts. '

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ported from Barisal last night
that about 100 fishermen, part
of a flotilla of about 36 fishing
boats and trawlers with nearly
300 men. had returned to
Bishkhali river near Barguna.

But others remain still
unaccounted for. The survivors
said they were fishing near the
estuary of Bishkhali river when
they were caught in the high
winds and heavy rains that pre-
ceded the storm. They scurried
for cover.

But the storm had scattered
their flotilla and they could not
say what hap to others.

Reports from Patuakhali
said nine boats with about 80
fishermen still remained miss-
ing. Ten boats from Barguna
and two from Bhola also re-
mained missing. There was no
report on the fate of some 600
missing fishermen in 40 boats
and trawlers from Cox's Bazar.

Worried relations along with
rescuers are still searching the
southern rivers that criss-cross

Sev Page 12 Col 2
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IFC to provide $235m for pvt sector

Privatisation process to be
completed in 2 yrs: Kibria

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria said E\;est:rda}' that the
current privatisation process in
the country would be completed
in the next two years, report
agencies.

'Financial sector reform
process will take a definite
shape within the current fiscal
year,’ said the finance minister
while addressing a press con-
ference at the Secretariat in the
city. -

However, he said, the reform
of administrative sector was a
complex issue and it would take
some time.

The finance minister said he
was not hap;lay with the present
Pal:e of implementation of re-
orms programme. 'The pace
should be more faster’, the
minister said.

Kibria informed that the In-
ternational Finance Corpora-
tion has arranged funds total-
ing 235 million US dollars
which will lead to investment
of 800 million dollars in pri-
vate sector.

He disclosed that an IMF
team would be visiting
Bangladesh in mid-November
to negotiate an ESAF loan
while negotiations for a 500
million-dollar education-sec-
tor loan, where World Bank will

ve 200 million dollar, are at
final stage.

The finance minister who
returned home Friday after at-

tending the annual meeting of
IMF and WB, said the Bank's af-
filiate which lends to the pri-
vate sector had so far given 40.5
million dollars this year.
Another amount of 195.5
million US dollars is in the
pipeline and will be disbursed
as soon as the negotiations are
completed, he said, adding that
the investment from the IFC is
growing very fast in the coun-

The 800 million dollar to be
enerated by the IFC loans will
invested shortly in units like

"Govt yet to bring
success story to

public notice’

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria yesterday confessed to
the party workers that they
have failed to bring the gov-
ermmment’'s success in financial
sector to public notice, reports

“Perhaps, we did not bring
the success story to public or
have failed to do so." he told the
Awami League workers at the

party office during a session as
part of their m with min-
Isters.

The finance minister, ac-
companied by the Awami
League leaders, briefed news-
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cﬁment. hospital, mobile
phone, plant, jute mills
He said the IFC would beef

its office in Dhaka with more °
mexpﬂ‘tlutuhelpthemcm-
r

About the enhanced struc-
tural adjustment facilit
(ESAF) loan. the minister Iﬂ.d
he had talks with IMF Manag-
ing Director Michel Camdessus
in Hong I{ung during the
September 23-2 A

A mission from IMF will
visit B sh for final nego-
tiations for the ESAF loan
mid-November, he said.

Bangladesh sought a 600
million-dollar loan under the
ESAF programme. But the
country can a maximum 435
million US dollars as per its
quota in the international

monetary wa :

In this context, Kibria said
the IMF annual
to augment its total m
per cent which will t the

member-countries, including
Bangladesh, through large-

scale operations.
Finance Secre Dr Akbar
Ali Khan, a member of the

Bangladesh team in the Hong
Kong meeting, who was also
present at the press conference,
said the increase in the quotas °
would take some time, at least
two years. -
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BNP workers asked
to stand by
cyclone-hit people

BNP yesterday instructed its
leaders and workers in the cy-
clone-hit districts and its ad-

oining areas to strengthen re-
ief and rehabilitation work,

reports UNB.

According to a parly press
release, BNP MPs have begun
relief work in their respective
areas.

It said BNP Chai n and

er of the tion in

| amefit Begum Khaleda Zia
ave necessary insfructions to
ef parly's cenlral and local
leaders, and MPs to stand by the
affected people to assuage their
sufferings.

BNP MP Major (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed along with
local leaders and workers con-
tinued relief operation in their
area.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, also the con-
venor of its central relief and
rehabilitation committee, in a
statement yesterday asked all
leaders and workers in the cy-

clone-affected areas and its ad-
joining districts to launch a
massive relief and rehabilita-
tion work.

He urged the BNP leaders,
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‘Move away,” shouted two
boys carrying a middle-aged
man who suffered severe in-
juries due to electric shock and
all from the rooftop of a two
storied building.

Unfamiliar with the hap-
I)emn s at Dhaka Medical Col-
ege Hospital (DMCH) emer-
gency unit, the boys called for
the attending doctors without
obtaining the ‘ticket.' After
waiting for aboul four valuable
minutes the boys were told by
the ill-tempered ward boy to get
emergency fee ticket.

“Oh | see this patient is Aot
important to you but the ticket,"
one of the boys said.

Unable to have change for
his hundred taka notes to pay
for the ticket, the boy came
back hurriedly from the nearby
counter and tried to persuade
the ward boy to arrange imme-
diate treatment of the patient. "I
will pay, but in the meantime
you must call in the doctor.” he
appealed.

Twelve more minutes passed
but the doctor concerned {ailed
to turn up to provide primary
treatment to Sabur Khan,

Experts came up with a pack
of suggestions, including phas-
inF out of puilutinf, automo-
biles, for cleaning the city at-
mosphere that is rated one of
the worst in the world, reports
UNB.

The recommendations came
from a two-day seminar that
ended in the city yesterday.
stressing adequate measures for
creating public awareness about
different pollution problems of
Dhaka city and motivating
them to take measures for their
mitigation

e concluding session of
the seminar titled "Pollution
Problems of Dhaka City and
Mitigation Measures” also em-
phasised environmental educa-
tion in different tiers of formal
and non-formal education

Thousands picking thru'
- rubbles in Bhola

From Morshed Ali Khan

BHOLA, Sept 28: Thousands
of cyclone affected people were
picking through the rubbles of
their houses while the district
administration admitted today
it was yet to establish an
communication with three o
the seven thanas.

None from the district ad-
ministration visited Char Fas
son. Monipura and Char Paju-
miuddin or had any con wilh
those areas. District officials
feared that casualties could be
‘heavy' in those areas.

Mesbahuddin Ahemd, dis-
trict relief officer, said they did
not know anything about those
areas. "The number of deaths,
until today, is 30 and 2,250 are
injured, but the figures are sure
to rise,” Ahmed said. He said the
roads were strewn with fallen
trees and the sea was too ruuizh
and "that is why officials could
not go for helping the affected
pco_ﬁ in those remote places.”

e cyclone ripped through
these coastal areas with a dev-
«stating wind force of upto 150
kilometers per hour early Sat-
urday. The mighty w!nd: up-

By Naimul Haq

brought from Keraniganj on the
other side of the river Burig-

"Doctor, will you please
come and see the patient?”
Firoz, one of the boys, B:gg:d at
room number 3, while dying
Khan screamed in pain.

"Where am 17" asked half-
conscious Khan. "Please give me
something to relieve me of pain.
I cannot tolerate it any longer."
Khan moans.

"This is the reality here,"
said Shorab Sikdar, one of the
DMCH emergency unit security

S.

Shorab, serving for over 15
years at the DMCH, continued,
'l have seen so many patients
dying right here. No one seem to
have sympathy for the patients.
We have turned into machines.
Doctors' behaviour may appear
strange but it is the usual ”

The attending doctors at the
emergency room. one of them
snmkilzﬁ, seemed to be relaxi
when this correspondent tri
to draw their attention saying,
"Can you please see this pa-
tient”?" One of the tired looking
doctors said as usual. "Show me

rooted thousands of trees, de-

houses, and t away
scores of fishing boats. Some
were pushed miles onto the
shore and grounded.

Local ple said, casualty
was low ause the Meghna
was in Jow tide when the cy-
clene hit. The wind was so
strong that even in low tide the
river rose upto five fee! and
siruck the shore.

; m-mcwmcma said that
or every aflected thana, t
allotted two tons of rice as n:m
but, they could not confirm
whether the ration reached the
people. Some officials were
even asking journalists, who
were visiting the affected areas,
about the extent of d ;

The district officials became
busy when the Prime Minister
came here, some local people al-
leged. None of the four rescue
boats, owned by the DC's office,
could be used for rescue or other
purposes because, "two are out
ol order. another is used by
WAPDA and other is for per-
sonal use of the DC". a top offi-
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A visit to DMCH emergency unit

Tickets first or the patients?

the 'ticket'. "

Doctors refuse to attend pa-
tients at the emer unit un-
til they are shown the ‘ticket’,
no matter how serious the con-
dition of the patient is. “Is this
why doctors are here for? To see
the ticket first or the patient?”
the [rustrated father of a pa-
tient asked.

During a visit to the DMCH
emergency unit on Wednesda
between 11:40 am and 3 l:«m]IIr
this correspondent witnessed
arrival of 46 patients injured in
road accidents, suff bums,
bone [ractures. food polsoning.
stab injuries. elc.

Most of the attendants of pa-
tients expressed their utter dis-
appointment at the emergency
service. Doctors’ neg]il%gnc:.
space shortage, shabby-looking

oor, dirty toilet and basins,
absence ol proper guidance and
poor medicare were some of the
common allegations of the
guardians.,

A five-year-old boy, severely
bleeding from his nose, was
screaming. Despite repeated re-
quests for help, the emergency

See Page 12 Col 7

__]::—xperts tell seminar in city

The speakers said aca-
demics, professionals, policy
planners, Dhaka WASA and
municipal corporations, DOE,
NGO Bureau. BRTA and other
departments concerned should

work in close cooperation for
solving the rullutinn oblems.
They called for

aunchin
coordinated research to idtnug
sources and degrees of pol-
lution, impact on human and
ecosystem and develop nI:;prua
priate measure to control the
pollution

Creation of database on en-
vironmemt and resources from
different donor agencies should
be tapped for R&D activities

"Studies should be under-
taken to identify plant es
that can be grown in different

llution zones and massive af-
orestation programme should
be undertaken to bring
marginal and vacant land in
addition to pollution zones.”

Species should be identified
as bio-indicator of specific pol-
lution, the speakers said,
adding that nutrient and bio-
chemical analysis should be
made to harness benefit from
such plants.

The seminar s ted that
research and development
should be strengthened to
utilise tanneries’ solid waste

DCC requested to

take BNP’s views

on meeting venues

By Staff Correspondent
Leaders of various political
have urged the Dhaka
ity tion (DCC) to take
the major opposition BNP's
views on selection of public

mﬁ:ﬁ venues in the city.

ers of Left Democratic
Front (LDF) and Gano Forum
(GF) made the request while

havi a three-hour meeti
with Mavor thumm:g

of a two-day meeting pro
gramme initiated by him.

On the first day Saturday,
leaders of eight tical parties
had a similar meeting with the
Mayor. BNP. Jamaat-e-Islami

See Page 12 Col 4
Rape in DC's

office room!

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, Sept 28: The deputy
commissioner of Pabna has
transferred the Nazir of the Col-
lectorate Department and an-
other for all vi-
ola a girl in the office room
of the DC.

When contacted today, the
mw commissioner Mah-

r Rahman confirmed the
incident.

The victim had applied for
the job of a clerk-cum-typist in
the Collectorate office.

The Nazir, Shafiuddin, had
asked her to come on

13 to collect the appointment
letter.

September
: ho .
AT ST snas
uddin and another employee,

violated her, it was learnt.

The DC came to know of the
incident several days
fn-ndannrdtrhrml&:rnnd
stand release’ of the two em-

ployees
Pakistan HK
Sixes champs

HONG KONG, Sept 28: A reju-
venaled Wasim Akram d
Pakistan to victory over Eng-
land in the final of the Hong

Kong Sixes cricket today, report

Akram failed with the ball
in the final but hit 30 runs to

hclfemrhaul E 's mod-
erate total of 70 five at the
end of the two-day tournament.

101 runs in their allotted five

overs to beat the West Indies to

the consolation plate final.
Earlier, Bangr;duh suffered

See Page 12 Col 7

Polluting automobiles should be phased out

and by product.
-oriented leather in-

dustry has a great tial of
further expansion M’Iu not
ble in the small area of
azari . S0 future expan-
r}iﬁ:hﬂm be outside
city as a separate indus-

trial estate, they said.
The speakers viewed that ef-
forts should be made to reduce
the water utilisation in tanning

vy ity of Dhaka city is
one of worst in the world.

Comwve research proto-
col be initiated to study
the air quality and suggest re-
medial measures.”

Suggested the participants:
solid waste includﬁ:g thy-
lene should be and seg-
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Khaleda warns of agitations

BNP to reject 'secret

deal' on CHT

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has warned that
her would make the gov-
ernment inoperative through
vigorous agitations if army

camps were withdrawn from
ﬂw&'r

will
ty over the

from the CHT.
losé¢ its soverei
area,” she said to
reporis on a government plan to

an accord for resolving the
CHT problem next month, pro-
vidin% for withdrawal of army
from :

Addressing a function of the
Zia Sangskritik Sangathan
(ZISAS), a pro-BNP cultural or-
ganisation, at the BCIC audito-
rium in the city yesterday
evening, m Zia also alleged
that the government was mov-
ing towards a secret accord on
the CHT issues jeopardising the
national in ce.

"Like all other national is-
sues, this government is dealing

§ Are withdrawmn -

with the CHT issue bypassing
parliament and keeping the
I::wple in dark...We were not al-
owed to know anything about
the outcome of the on-going ne-
gotia tiumu“lghe said her

WO not acctgt any so-

beyond constitutiona)
rovisions and nst na-
nal interests.
The former prime minister

strongly demanded that all the
camps remain in the CHT
to retain control over the "in-
su cy-prone area.”
l:ﬁﬁg Leader of the Opposition
in Jatiya d also accused
the government of conspiring
against the country’s integrity

as rcgardﬂ CHT Sylhet and
called for buildin

a united
movement against the "evil de-
sign”.

The Opposition leader criti-
cised the government for ban-
ning public rallies on the city
streets on the plea of easing
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BNP stages
demonstrations
at thana |
level

Main opposition BNP yes-
terday staged demonstrations
at thana level Sirmu the coun-
try to protest government’'s
‘anti-people’, activities, reports
BNFP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia announced a series
of street amimnes,
demonstrations at thana leve

from a _

September 1

As part theprcgnmma.
leaders and workers of the BNP |

brought out processions at Su-
trapur, Ramna, Motijheel,
5hanmmi.mmnhmd 4

irpur abi, Lalbagh, -
shan and Kotwali thanas in the
city yesterday afternoon.

A press release of the BNP
said police without any provo-
cation halted a procession
brought out by Ramna thana
unit in front of Foreign Min-
istry office and again at Mat-
shaya Bhaban when it was pro-
occglng towards Kakrail.
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public meeting on

Another

NBL Branch at Khulna city
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one of the biggest—

commercial centers of the country,

famous for

shipyard, newsprint mill and

shrimp cultivation.

To meet the growing need

of our clients
our 66th branch,

the second in Khuina city, will start

operations from

tomorrow the 30th September, 1997 at
15-16, Khan A. Sabur Road, ,
KDA Commercial Area, Khuina.
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