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A Green Miracle

There has never been any light thrown on un-
achieved targets and amount of shortfall at the end
of any FYP. There is little open public monitoring J
of FYPs and other magnum-size projects like the
Varendra development programme. Still when one
hears that — thanks to the ensuing Fifth Five Year
Plan, national food production would rise to 25
million ton per annum by 2001-2 one cannot but
warm towards the prospect and its planners.

Our agriculture sector has very creditably been
one which has grown at a rate surpassing that of
the population growth. This performance has come
from the peasant — illiterate and unsupported
though they are. There is of course the contribution |
of all kinds of improved inputs — HYV, fertilisers
and pesticide and irrigation. The radical rise in
food production now targetted or rather promised
has been done without the thought of moving even
a finger in the tenure or land ownership area.

The next best credit for sustained production
should go to an increasing acreage and a corre-
sponding decrease in fallow land area, rather than
to the improved inputs. This we can hardly count
on any more for we have by now hit the bottom of
the quantum of unexploited land — in fallow
patches and forests and natural water courses
reservoirs — that we need to physically sustain this
habitat of the Bengalee people.

This would compel the peasant to concentrate on
intensive cultivation. Which is best done by well-
supported small peasants while the lowest per acre
yield comes all from big land holdings. Supporting
the small peasant rather than the big is all impor-
tant. It is gratifying that the FFYP strategies in- |
clude one aimed at edu: ting the peasants.

The planners are evid.ntly in danger of not be-
ing wary of the perils of either HYV or the chemical
fertilisers and pesticides. Cheering the peasant to
an ever greater use of these would entail very grave
land and environment degeneration on a massive
scale. We are already very short on replenishing
the ever depleting land-nutrients.

From an average 19 millions tons to jump to a
25 million annual food output in five years is a
truly daunting task — made all the more difficult
by a not too generous funding for a miracle at about
500 crore taka a year. And what will happen if the
peasant and the investor in the town get wiser and
start cutting the present cereal acreage in big
chunks for fishery and livestock breeding? The
more intelligent peasant is already tending to
switch over to horticulture. That may not be help-
ful to achieving the 25 million ton target but could
not be bad for the nation.

__GreatRelief. |

The much-dreaded cycldne that s¢ijt the whole |
nation 'rolling in' fits of ety night before last,
has weakened away. Before fizzling out to the In-
dian state of Mizoram though, it grazed some off-
shore areas and belts of Chittagong, Cox's Bazar,
Noakhali and Bhola districts, with the last-named
being the worst-hit. Even well short of crossing the
Bangladesh territory the fury had subsided, so that
the places actually lashed were not scarred as
badly as was anticipated in the light of a snow-
balling SPARSO picture of the on-rushing phe-
nomenon. Both in terms of overall expanse and the
intensity of the battering where it occurred, the cy-
clone turned out to be a great providential relief
the like of which this nation has never experienced
before to go by the chronicle of cyclones.

Never before has a cyclonic storm advanced
keeping so close to the coastline for such a long
time as did this one. At one stage it seemed headed
for Andra Pradesh but barely 75 km off the coast it
suddenly took a north-eastern direction and tra-
versed a good 120Ckm upwards to be menacingly
threatening Bangladesh. Then occurred the second
change in its course with a loss of velocity and fury
swerving away from our territory.

A September cyclone has been a rarity in
Bangladesh and the change of tracks even a rarer
phenomenon. Since the nature is growing increas-
ingly aberrant, we must stay in readiness to meet
the challenge on a short notice. The government is
appreciated for organising a high state of alert and
preparedness against the onslaught. Use of the
armed forces in the evacuation work has been most
effective.

- The nature has spared us. Will the political par-
ties cooperate adequately for whatever relief work
is needed now to help victims back to their feet?
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Itching to Fight

It is untenable that DU students armed with
axes, pickaxes, hammer rushed in a body to de-
molish a wall in retaliation of what the reports put
as the harassment of a student leader by some
shop-owners of the adjacent arcade. It is not clear
what exactly provoked the two parties to kick up
such an ugly shindy because reports are conflicting
as far as the genesis of the s%ark is concerned. The
E{E of the storm seemed to be located somewhere
else than the purported buying of flowers by some
students. The university authorities have formed a
committee to probe into the incident. Hopefully,
they will come up with complete and correct pic-
ture behind Friday's trouble.

One thing is clear. Both the parties — the stu-
dents and the shop-owners of the Kataban area had
a 'semi war’ preparation. Otherwise how could the
businessmen could have so many ‘gunners’ on
their side almost at a push? Same question can be
-asked about the students. How could they give such
organised demonstration of collective militancy
- 80 quickly?

~ Our question is where are we going as a society?
We are not overstretching a point nor are we over-
reacting at any infrequent acquaintance with vio-
lence like this. We have seen serious skirmishes
between shop-owners and students of Dhaka Col-
lege and Cigr College. Everybody has become so
irascible and intolerant! It no longer depends on
the educational or any other status of the person.
Students, businessmen service-holders are all so
tindery. Going at this rate of increasing self-de-

structive rage, it would not be long before we will
have destroyed ourselves completely. g

HIS last week was some-
I what of a bizarre week
for Bangladesh. While
the major upﬁm;itlun party
staged ‘'hartals’ for two
different days of the week
involving its supporters and
the government in fierce
battles on the streets of Dhaka
and other major cities and
towns of the country which has
left hundreds of people
hysically injured and hospi-
{)alrwd there was an extremely
useful, constructive and for-
ward-looking seminar fol-
lowed by discussion sessions
for two consecutive days on
"Strengthening the Su'_::p!y Ca-
acity for Exports” held in
haka. There is no doubt that
the former incidents could
have been avoided by skillful
negotiations between the gov-
ernment and the main opposi-
tion if both sides placed na-
tional interests above party in-
terests and adopted rational
attitudes instead of confronta-
tional attitudes.

However, the seminar and
the subsequent discussion ses-
sions held on September 23rd
were organised I? the Ministry
of Commerce and jointly inau-

urated by the Minister for

mmerce and Industries Mr.
Tofael Ahmed and His Excel-
retary General of UNCTAD. The
inaugural and other sessions
were addressed by Mr. J. Denis
Belisle, Executive Director of
ITC, Mr. Chandra K. Patel of
UNCTAD, Mr. Sayed Alamgir
Farruk Chowdhury, Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce, Mr.
Yousuf Abdullah Harun, Presi-
dent of FBCCI, Mr. Quasem,
President of DCCI, Mr. Samson
Chowdhury, President of MCCI,
Mr. M. Rahman, President of
FCCI, and participated by
some members of parliament,
civil servants, academics, high
ranking business leaders, and
NGO executives.

The discussion session on
September 23rd was chaired by
Professor Rehman Sobhan. The
pre-luncheon discussion ses-
sion of tember 24th organ-
ised and chaired by Mr. Yousuf
Ahdullah Harun, President of

Strengthening Export Supply

Capacity of Bangladesh

It is now being found that development of new industries to promote trade is essential for survival in the
world 's globalised competitive trade. There seems to be a mixture of both the concepts in the current
emphasis on trade and growth.

FBCCI, wtz also ac:::lreued and
artici the Secretary
eral;]}a of UNCTAD and Exec-
utive Director of ITC, presi-
dents of various chambers and
business leaders of the country
and a number academics and
researchers. The other impor-
tant event of this day was the
launching of the UNCTAD Sec-
retary General's The Least De-
veloped Countries 1997 .
This is the first time ever that
such a launching of UNCTAD's
publication has taken place
outside of its headquarters in
?ﬂa m;fkjt_ﬂ:g Dhaka the fo-
point Less Developed
Countries’ (LDCs) painful -
riences of successes and fail-
ures of development efforts.

Has Bangladesh Gained
Anything ?

A narrow short-run cost-
benefit analysis of these semi-
nars and di ues between the
government ials and busi-
ness leaders of Bangladesh and
the high level U AD and ITC
officials, who are active trade
promoters of the Third World
countries, may not show any
immediate high benefit/cost
ratio, but the long run benefits
to the count seem to have
great potentials. This observa-
tion is made on the basis of two
arguments. First of all, unlike
officials of some other donor
agencies who come with a fixed
set of solutions to economic
problems of trade and .
ment almost force their solu-
tions down the throats of gov-
ernment officials, as it were,
this time the top level officials
of UNCTAD and ITC did not
seem to have come with such
lixed and rigid text-book t
solutions to s prm
lems. Their attitude was to lis-
ten with care and attention to

the problems that the govern-
ment and the business
people were facing over the
since the country
drastic liberalisation of its
trade and industrialisation
policies. There was a free flow
of down-to-earth t}:ﬁfe c'uea—
tions and answers. atter
were by no means sounded
rigid and orthodox. They re-
with empathy to ques-
ons with their vast experi-
ences and observations of de-
velopment  processes of a
number of succeeding and fail-
ing countries.

-

In addition, they circulated
some questionnaires to the

rticipants to elicit opinions

their own understanding of
problems of Bangladesh. is
will have some impact on their
formulation of future policies
which will have benefits to
Bangladesh. Secondly, when
the business leaders pointed out
the need for technical and fi-
nancial assistance at the level
of promoting new technology,
infrastructure and communi-
cation facilities, expansion of
export supply base with local
products, quality improvement
of the exportable products, fi-
nancing of industrialisation ,
access to the global market in
view of the dismal flow of FDI
to Bangladesh, and the need for
constant vigilance on main-
taining competitiveness, there
was a clear signal that some

funds are available for assist-
ing the export sector on some
of these activities.

Finally, as far as access to
the world market was con-
cerned, a number of business
leaders were pointing out that
the developed countries were
raising new issues such as stiff
environmental conditions,
child labour, certificates of
origins etc., which need to be
taken up in international fora
on which UNCTAD has been
taking LDCs side and assures
to do so in future too.

Three issues will be taken up
in this section. First, the basic
paper for the seminar was pre-
pared by the Ministry of Com-
merce under the title " Inte-

gratr:d Country programme for
trengthening Sﬁ C?acit}r
Ser-

for Exporting Goods an

vices : Bangladesh (1997-2002)".
The participants did not re-
ceive it beforehand and hence
could not be discussed seri-
ously. It is a substantive 39-
page document. However, on a
quick glance over the docu-
ment, one finds that it needs to
be revised and strengthened
further. It also has some mis-
takes. It is worth pointing out
some of these. [t says, "Collec-
tion of duties is conducted
through auxiliary bodies like

Duty Exemption and Duty
Drawback ce ..." (second
paragraph, e-10). Duty Ew
emption and Drawback Office
does not collect duties, rather it
pays back the duties to the ex-
porters which were collected
customs office at the time
importing the raw materials,
spare etc., for the produc-
tion of exportable items after
the exporters have shipped
their e rts. Secondly, it
says, " The Export Credit Guar-
antee Department of the Sadha-
ran Bima Corporation, a public
sector insurance company, pro-
vides export credit insurance to
exporters ...." (third ph,
page-10). The Export Credit
Guarantee Department does not
provide export insurance, it
provides guarantees which is
substantially different concept
from insurance. There are other
mistakes also which need to be
corrected.

The second issue that one
wants to take up is the old
tion of whether "Trade is the
Hand-maiden of Growth” or
“Trade is the E of Growth".
It was Richard Cave of Harvard
University who promoted the
first idea as a challenge to the

second concept drawing on
the Canadian and some Euro-
pean countries’ trade experi-

ences, But the trade and devel-
opment theorists have argued
both theoretically and empiri-
cally that trade is the engine of
Fruwth. This is the view preva-
ent now in all development
agencies of the world. But it is
now being found that develop-
ment of new industries to pro-
mote trade is essential for sur-
vival in the world 's globalised
competitive trade. There seems
to be a mixture of both the con-
cepts in the current emphasis
on trade and growth.

The third issue that one

wants to focus on are the an-
swers to some questions that
this writer posed to Mr. Rubens
Ricupero in the discussion ses-
sion on September 24th. There
are now two trends in the world
scene, one is the liberalisation
and globalisation of world
;rf?d:ﬂ which is supposed to ben-

t the ting coun-
tries while m one is the
formation of regional blocs
which hinders global trade.
What should a small country

like B h do ? He an-
swered is question s
more than minutes arguing

that regionalisation may not
hinder the global trade, with
F];IICh this writer doesn't agree
ully.

However, what came out of
this was an interesting sugges-
tion. In his riences with
regional trading bloc in Latin
America.
within a regional bloc one
country's trade is highly un-
balanced with another country,
then there has to be a mecha-
nism of
the two
or near balance by all

measures thmug_]ncgdﬁaﬂnmi.
y important

This is
in the case of trade between
B adesh and India which is
reaching an exEl;}uivt situation

now. There is dly any seri-
ous thinking on this issue

among the policy makers.
Finally, this writer feels
that in p wider indus-
trialisation for stre ening
ere is a

export zmpgly base,
need for su

to the newer industries for a
limited period of time. What
was Mr. Rubens Ricupero's

opinion on this ? Mr. Ricupero

clearly agreed on this issue. [t
looks like Bangladesh will
have a supporter in the person-
ality of the Secretary General
of UNCTAD if it subsidises and
protects the newly developin
export industries for a limit
period of time, of course, until
the year 2002,

The writer was the Team
Leader of the E Develo
ment Project of USAID/Wor
Bank, 199]1-93.

Garments Factories: Turning into Death-traps?

by Md Asadullah Khan

Despite the fact that a series of accidents have taken place in just about a month th;?licena-_
ing authorities or the administration have never showed up or visited these factories
to see if these units meet the safety regulations and norms.

S YSTEMATIC flouting of
safety norms an a
breakdown in regulations
have turned the country's
garments factories intlo
veritable death traps. In an-
other fresh incident on
September 6 five more female
nt workers of Novelle and
odern garments in the Mo-
hakhali area of the Dhaka city
were killed in a stampede as the
icked workers made a des-
perate bid (o esca ear-
ing a fire alarm. Pﬁmgt
the total death toll to 40 in a se-
ries of accidents in about five
weeks. Reports reveal that the
total death mounts to 138
in fire-related accidents in the
garments factories of the city
till now.

A post disaster sweep in
some of the garments factories
in the city has revealed the
mlgg state of affairs. About
1400 out of 2600 garments fac-
tories in the country lack ade-
quate fire fighting gadgets like
one asbestos or heavy woolen
blanket or one bucket of water
or one carbon dioxide extin-
guisher of 2 kg capacity per
minimum.

The garments owners asso-
ciation MEA) along with the
Ministerial Committee set up
t:f the government has so far
identified ten causes for such
mishaps. These include absence
of alternative stairs or emer-

ency exit routes, lack of fire

ghtinﬁ equipment and mate-
rials, faulty gas and electric
line in the factory, violation of
building codes that prohibit in-
stalling a labour intensive and
fire-prone factory above second
floor and non-use of fire retar-
dant materials in walls and the
roof, use of low quality fittings,
lack of proper warning signal
arrangement du a disaster,
lack of disaster drill and
training of the workers that
helps them to quit the premises
in an orderly manner without
creating chaos in times of

emergency

Aﬂx taking a detour of the
garments factories in the city,
one gets somewhat an
impression. In most of these
factories fire-safety checks are

- non-existent. The units are

housed in buildings least suited
to fire prone factories with poor
safely standards, near absence
of emergency exits and without
a valid licence from the Fire
Service and Civil Defence Di-
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communal forces

Sir, The Fools' Paradise col-
umn is well-written because the
writer is a journalist. The latter
Is supposed to write clearly and
analyse better than the averaﬁu
reader of a newspaper is capable
of. His column (AE&E 30) dis-
cussed a sensitive issue on in-
troduction of communalism in
local politics; in this particular
case the open stand taken by
Awami League on the so-called
Islamic fundamentalists, who
are at the same time anti-state
or anti-liberation (there are so
many hair-splitting forces or
groups that it is becoming diffi-
cult for laymen to read the
mind of the politicians) and the
alleged covert role of BNP.

e the non-political read-
fﬂu!:};ﬁ::enu .cannot put our
ou on paper as clearly as
NK has done, but thmareu:gme
other angles which have to be
considered on this fundamen-
talist campaign unleashed by

the political parties who have
rﬁ:&o t the country forward
mﬁ'ﬁhnmw ubefm-e

becoming an asset to the coun-

rectorate. Often fire-safety cer-
tificates are taken not from the
Fire Department but the Elec-
trical Inspectorate that knows
little about the fire prevention
system. Most nhiingly. an
indusfyy that e¢mh
eight lakh workers, mostl
women, in the capital city mE
now ranks as the No 2 fo
exch earner has given least
attention toward ensuring
safety and security of its work-
ers. No sensible citizen in the
country can compromise the
idea of allowing such a vital in-
dustry to operate with so little
accountability and so scarce
periodic inspections of its elec-
trical installations. While the
long-term measure of relocat-
ing th:sfc mn;dusm in the ::lut-
skirts o city as suggest

the Ministerial Committee tshz
long way off. short term mea-
sure about installation of fire
fighting gadgets in the building
and creation of emergency exit
routes must be taken up without
further delay.

In most cases, buil laws
are violated with impunity.
Most of these factories have exit
routes or stairs throttled with
waste clothes and baskets full
of wastes. Think of the colossal
problem that it is likely to cre-
ate when some 500 to 600 work-
ers, mostly untrained women
from the rural areas, want to
evacuate through such a narrow
3 ft staircase all at a time after
hearing an alarm belll Other
than these, electrical lines are
most fragile and a little spark
or a short circuit can spread the
fire through the whole installa-
tion in a twinkle of an eye. In
some factories there are no
buckets of water or containers
to fetch water in emergency sit-
uation. te the fact that a
series of accidents have taken

in just about a month the
icensing authorities or the
administration have never
showed up or visited these fac-
tories to see if these units meet
the safety regulations and
norms. Most of these factories
situated in the narrow by-lanes
and densely populated residen-
tial areas on high rise buildings

ys abaut, °,

are almost inaccessible to fire
tenders.

Recently, a Ministerial
Committee constituted by the
ggmmcnt has made some
r

mmgndatiopns that, the
gﬁ'lnmu nﬁér must follow.

y true, these laws were al-
ready there but management
were reluctant to invest the ex-
tra money needed. Rather they
lived with the risk of their fac-
tories and their workers being
exposed to frequent hazards.
There is hardly anﬁ plausible

anation as to why the main
collapsible gate sznuld be
locked and the key or the secu-
rilg{ guard would not be avail-
able in e ency situation.

None would believe that the

garments industries are a los-
ing concern and as such any ad-
ditional investment would ren-
der the business unprofitable.
Smoke alarms and sprinklers
that might cost only a few lakhs
could have been put in most of
these factories living with con-
stant hazard of electric short
circuit. None of these factories
does havel gl:;latt:]r;}r operated
emergency lights that cost only
a few thousand taka, a dire need
to check stampede, chaos and
melee when darkness envelo
the premises in the event of a
su short circuit.

Starting in the '80s this in-
dustry has made substantial
impact on our economy, identi-
fying itself as a vital foreign ex-
change earner other than pro-
viding job to a vast cohort of
uncmpo%ﬁd youths, especially
women. This industry now em-
ploys about 13 lakh men and
women that comprises almost
50 per cent women workers. The
absorption of a large number of
female workers — a big outflow
of migrant unemployed and
widowed or unwed women from
the rural areas — has added to
the importance of sustainin
this industry with care an
caution.

Recalling the fact that this
industry was forging ahead
creating job opportunities for

ple and earning substantial
oreign exchange to the tune of

crores of taka, the hazardous
nature of these installations
prompts the entrepreneurs to
enforce safety measures to pre-
vent a premature collapse like
the
00 feeqUand fire
incidents in the jute godowns in
those days are still etched in
ublic memory and that to a
arge extent reduced the jute
mills and the industry itself to
ashes. Sensible citize see the
wreckage of these RMG (Ready-
made Garments) units with
such sickening regularity as
metaphor for collapse of the
buoyant optimism about the
country's future development.
Hardly the garments owners
have gone into actions that

constitute safety and security of

the workers. None of these fac-
tories should be allowed to op-
erate without having a fire-
safety drill of its workers. The
Fire Service authority has a
greal role to
sealing a factory building for

fire salety violations.
The causes have been identi-

fied much earlier and now a
maze of agencies like the PWD,
DCC, Fire Service and Electri-
cal Inspectors would have to
play their part. Most cogently,
the PWD must see that a facto
premise is not chosen in a h
rise building, especially above
2nd floor, that render fire fight-
ing facilities inaccessible.
Speaking about the short-
term measures, the stairs of the
factories must be widened and
there must be more than one
stair as well as a number of safe
and accessible exit routes with
avenues for the fire fighting
equipment to access to the
building in times of hazards.
Persons with agility and verve
capable of stan face to face
with any catastrophic situation
and with previous trnhﬂn%lln
fire fighting and thoroughly
versed in electrical operations
and safety control measures
must be employed as supervi-
sors or guards. Over and above,
workers must come under in-
surance coverage without excep-
tion. Sadly true, garments own-
ers are still hesitant to buy in-
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policies they thunder to the
masses and at the press confer-
ences. A failed personality has
to redeem himself before the
confidence of others return. I
am focusing on the state of poli-
tics first before turning to the
fate of the Muslims in the
country.

| must point out that what |
hear discussed and criticised in
the drawing rooms are not a
good publicity for AL, as non-
political Muslims of middle
ages and over are perplexed and
concerned of what AL is up to in
the name of eliminating the
anti-liberation fundamental-
ists. The AL publicity section
should take note of this yawn-
ing gap and explain their stand
clearly before AL lose a lot of
votes and confidence of the citi-

zens. Another AErr.lr nda
peoint is that the s get
away from the -Indian im-

age it has unwitti created
hm.inmmmmm

this feeling is very strong, but

Lake Development
Sir, A two-page advertise-

ment was recently printed in a

couple of dailies describing how

beneficial the project is. We
have a few questions:

a) Why such a beneficial and

hilanthropic roject
school, club and what not)
could not be identified in
RAJUK Master Plan?

b) Why open tenders and pro-
posals were not invi in-
stead of conducting a hush-
hush deal with a group of
B adeshi businessmen?
Has adesh no deweloper
of real estate.

0 Indus Valley — are they a
real estate company or
what? What is t autho-
rised share capital? When
was the company estab-
lished? What are the names
of its Board of Directors?

d Why such a huge scheme
cannot be implemented

try. The credentials and past few bother to ponder on politics somewhere else instead of
performance of politicians or and send letters to the editor. chocking the inhabitants of
political parties are not so en- Banani, Gulshan and Barid-
dearing to deserve unreserved AZ hara?

and blind support to whatever Dhaka

Azher Hossain
House-57, Rd-8
Banani, Dhaka

Thanks, Mr Mayor

Sir, 1 must offer my hearty
atitude and thanks to Mr Mo-
ammad Hanif, Mayor of

Dhaka City Corporation for his
decision to ban of holding meet-
ing on the public thoroughfare.
Thanks are also due to those
who attended the said meeting
to make such decision.

The need for such decision
was long felt and desired by the
I:caple in view of their suffer-
ngs caused by indiscriminate
use of public roads for hold
meetings by different politica

parties.

This decision is a big step

which will help to about
discipline in the of
political parties.

Md Moksudur Rahman
President, Bangladesh

te industry in the post lily
VO eraf n.dwﬂ.l:‘l"y t -I

play to the extent of

| the whole world. It is

surance coverage for their
workers even at a minimal cost
of Tk. 10.00 per em lu{ﬁcg
year. So far unlﬂ.l. lakh em
loyees 'of 33 factorie
broaught undér Insurance
toverage.

Precisely known to all, the
series of incidents that go un-
challenged with frightening
regularity owe their origins to
multiplicity of authorities each
conniving their obligations,
blissfully unaware of the impli-
cations, even in cases in ex-
change of cash reward. In fact,
there are too many agencies —
and usually
volved in allowing these facto-
ries to operate without paying
any heed to fire safety measures
and illegal and faulty electrical
installations. Like Novelle or
Modern or Mirpur garments,
many other units in the city
have fire bombs sitting in their
installation only waiting to go
off. Callous management wi

ories hawve

the wrong ones in-

somewhat hilarious attitude
about violations of the norms
because no accident has taken
place in their units plus the ap-
athy of the regulatory agencies
have added to the catastrophic
situation.

It is high time we pondered if
we could allow these fire traps
to pass off as sophisticated in-
dustries where innocent and
most gullible Rumans could put
their sweat toearn a living. Nei-
ther the government nor, the

{ vyowners of the fadtories can ab-

solve themselves of the respon-
sibilities. Passing the buck and
the blame does not solve any-
thing. The best way we can
achieve fire safety in these RMG
units is by investing the total
safety measure and responsibil-
ity in one authority instead of
lowing it to be relgulaled by a
panuE;_I of controlling authori-
ties. The administration must
realise the gravity of the situa-
tion and must act promptly to
save a valuable industry from
extinction. Otherwise, Novelle
or Mirpur garment's night of
horror may be repeated else-
where too with increasing fre-
quency.
The writer is Controller of
Examinations, BUET.

OPINION

BELT Programme

Md Masum Billah

With a view to imparting ef-
fective training to the sec-
1:u:u:l:aarirl school teachers of
English in Bangladesh, BELT
Programme has been intro-
duced by Bangladesh Open
University. BELT stands for
Bachelor in English Language
Teaching. For a strong footing
in English, students at the sec-
ond level need an effective
English teaching. It can be ma-
terialised by a up of well
trained English teachers.
English is now the of
lan-
guage of science, tec :
commerce, diplomacy, friend-

shii) etc.

n view of the importance of
this | age, the government
of Bangladesh has made it a
compulsory subject up to the in-
termediate level and the
National University has intro-
duced English for 100 marks for
all pass-course and honours
students. Many privately-run
coaching centres have come up
in different corners of the coun-
try to meet the demand.

In spite of these efforts, the
standard of English in the
country is deteriorating da z_ly
day due to the lack o Enél
teachers. To learn English well
is to learn all the four skills
(reading, writing, listening and
speaking). The secondary level
English teachers are proficint
in rammaé-.l In respect of
speaking and listening th
behind. T

Young teachers in colleges,
fresh from the universities, are

ood in listening and

ut poor in grammar. So, bot
the ps fail to use ef-
fectively. The school of social
science, humanities and lan-
E.laglg of BOU has launched the

EL prugrmg:gt wi:ll: the ob-
jective to teac through
modern methnd;l.d‘lt‘a a two-

ears amme. The exi

£d and 1 Ed courses are aet
effective enough to give an
English teacher sufficient
knowledge and improved
method to teach English. The
SSHL has collected necessary
books from abroad. borrowed

and prepared the
:Lhmtlumthew-

pose. Recently, the school or-
ganised a four-day worksho

which was attend by tutors, ecf
ucation specialists and foreign
ELT (English Language
Tcachingl specialists. They ex-
changed their views "and
reached the decision to make
the programme a success
through team work all over the
country. Dr Shirin Huq., the
Dean of the school and profes-

sor M Shamsul Hoque, the ELT
advisor played the vital role at

the workshop.

a Need Assessment Survey con-
ducted in 1993 to help human
resource development, to im-
prove the capital of man

and a | number of

who cannot derive benefit from
the traditional education insti-
tutions may benefit through the
open system.

The learners of BOU are : i)
anyone interested in education,
i) anyone who wants to u
his knowledge, and iii) anyone
interested in life-long educa-
tion.

The different of
BOU have ommrmlmm
of education for the profes-
sionals, service holders, women
and housewives who could not
benefit from the traditional
system. It has spread its net-
work throughout the country
through the 10 regional re-
source centres and 80 local cen-
tres. Among all other BOU

ammes, the recently-intro-

uced BELT has sparked posi-
tive and encouraging response
all over the country.

Malaysia, one of the eco-
nomic tigers, wanted her own
language to be the medium of
instruction in the 1980s. When
she discovered the step to be an
absurd one, it brought 5000
English teachers from Great
Britain at a h cost. We can-
not afford it. Our BELT
Programme has emer to
cater to the demand ch the
nation expects in respect of

English.
The writer is Lecturer of

Enghsh at Comilla Cadet

they found that if

the trade of
into balance

sidy and protection




