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Bourses likely to
remain open on
Saturday from

next month

By Rafiq Hasan
The two stock exchanges in
the country are likely to remain

open for trading on Saturday
from next month, sources in the

Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC) said.

The SEC has a this
and authMtiea haka and

Ch.it sto-ck exchang
Sy

to uﬂ'icillly approve the
yetpon.ul. said a council mem-
g. Final decision will be
taken in the next Board meeting
of the bourse.
Authorities of the Chit-

tagong Stocx earlier
communicated to the DSE ex-

g their willingness to |

Euq:lhcmnpmm&tur
day. the sources said.

See Page 12 Col 7

Khaleda may meet
President again,
convey BNP
suggestions

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia is likely to meet President
Shah Ahmed in a
day or two to have dis-
cussion on the mayor's 'disput-
ed' decision of public
rallies on the city streets.

expected to lead

Bﬁumﬂlh
hlntnmn lhePreﬂdmmm
tlmvlfnrwnuufnr

pfuhlk: rallies in the
sources close to her

]:nru.lmem is also to re-
terate the BHP[dElmand- for
postponement o € mayor's
decision on the public meeting

BNP now to stage
demonstrations

in city Oct 1
By Staff Correspondent

BNP will now s demon-
strations in the capital on Oc-
tober | instead of September 30
announced earlier, said a press
release,

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia at a buc meetjng
on September 1
ced programmes fur demonl-
trations in the capital and at
divisional, dj:trict and thana
headquarters to protest go-
vernment " on” on the
prices ?ﬁ.:ﬂt;h: vy

m products,
electricity and fertiliser

The press release said the

amme for demonstrations

at and district head-
uarters on ber 30, at
thana he uarters toda
and a coun rail-ro
barricade on ber 5 is un-

Meanwhile, BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan Bhui-
yan, MP in a statement last
night urged all the units of the
party and its front organi-
sations in the city and in dis-
tricts and thanas to carry out
the agitation programmes.
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Bhola, adjacent isles bear the brunt: 800 fishermen missing

Cyclone claims 36 so far

By Special Correspondent

The cyclonic storm that
lashed the Meghna estuary and
its neighbourhood early yester-
day left a trail of devastation in
the southern districts, includ-
nﬁ Bhola and smaller islands,
ki mﬁl at least 36 people and

ng hundreds of others.

Twenty-four people were
killed in Bhola, three in
Noakhali and one each in Bar-

na, Chanddur and Patu-
akhali, according to reports
from our c&r pondents and
officials in Barisal Bhola, Bar-

and Cox's Bazar. They said
the casualties may rise further
when the full extent of damages
will be available.

Official news agency BSS
said six people were killed in

Laxmipur.

At least 800 fishermen re-
mained unaccounted for in the
estuary and in the Bay until last
night, the reports said.

Before turning into a land
depression, hovering over
northern gart of Chittagong di-
vision and north-eastern India
yesterday evening. the storm
Hacldng upto 150 ph winds,

attened thousands of homes,
leaving several lakhs of people
hﬂmﬂ:}sa

Ti surges ripped through
embankments in a number %f
places along the coast, flooding
a vast area damaging standing
crops in thousands of hactres of
land.

The casualties were low be-

cause the tide ebbed and people

were evacuated to cyclone shel-
E}:rsland saf:r places, th

ar rela rou
the Radio Whrnadcasyed t, rg
flags and lanterns ﬂaahlng the
danger and warning messages
announced by Red Crescent vol-
unteers and officials over
megaphones made the people
move to shelters.

The Radio and TV
broadcast latest reports on the
cyclone throughout Friday
night under the guidance of
State Minister for Information
Abu Sayeed.

Mohammad Abdul Mannan,
deputy commissioner of Bhola
told The Daily Star yesterday
evening that nine foreign ves-
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sels including a cement c -
ing barge ran und in chars
at Daulatkhan in the storm. A
passenger vtml of the BIWTC

aluﬂ ran
ave bu:n de tchcd

to prntcct the vessels from pi-
rates when the Me a ca.lmcd
after the storm, the said.

Weather officials at the Me-
teorological Department said
of the storm grazing
down Bhola and its adjo

areas, includ a number of is-
lands on the Eatuﬂ.%
rlppcd through at a speed of

Lashin at about 3 am the
tongue of the storm, howl
down the huge cnrridnrmf
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Beximco’s overdue loans stand at Tk 127 Cr

Banks gave wrong statements | :'

to CIB, lawmnustry'BB

The Bangladesh Bank, in a
fresh inquiry following the Law
Mini 8 recent report on the
loan status of Beximco Group,
has that contrary to the
ministry's findings, the group's
total defaulting loans stood at
Tk 126.83 cr as of December 31,
1996.

The Bank sent its findings to
the Prime Minister on Septem-
ber 18. The Prime Minister had
earlier instructed the Law Min-
istry to investigate Beximco's
loan status, according to
sources at the PM's office. The
investigation found only Tk
1.24 cr in overdue loans of Bex-
imco against the BB's Central
Information Bureau (CIB) re-

of Tk 57.36 cr on Decemnber
. 1996.

Th: central bank inquiry
has also alleged that the com-
mercial banks had given wrong
statements to CIB and later to

the law ministry about the de-

By Morshed Ali Khan

Hundreds of visitors keep

-arrhnng at the Dhaka Central

Jail in the old part of the city
everyday. They have only one

— meeting their rela-
tives inside the hundred- -year-

old

prncadurc is simple. On
arrival at the jail gate, a rela-
tive writes down the name of
the prisoner, his father's name
and Enmatl qu his po nf
e papers over to one
ards with
fuldnd filty or hun-

dred taka note.

The guards., numbering
about half a dozen, constantly
shuttle inside and outside the
large iron tc nf the prison.
Once a k
takes up a ’::aac he ql.nckE dis-
appears inside the prison and
gives the paper to one of the se-
nior prisoners standing by to
rush to the cell to inform the
prisoner. Here, the senior pris-
oner does the juh for a minimal
share of the amount received by
the guard earlier for the service.
After passing the paper, the
guard emerges from inside the
gate to find more ‘clients’' wait-
ing outside. The process contin-
ues fromm momning till evenin

The visitor then makes
way to the meeting room Eur-
ther down the narrow road. His
relative is summoned there
within a very short time

The meeting room is a spec
tacle of crowd, noise and pun
gent smell of human sweat.

See Page 12 Col |

faulting Iunnl of Beximco
roup. In certain cases, the
ruth about overdue loans was
totally su and not re-

to CIB at all, the BB al-

The CIB which is pre-
pared quarterly had earlier
quoted imco's defaulting
loan amount at Tk 57.36 cr.

Meanwhile, the BB has ini-
tiated proceedings under
B adesh Bank Order, 1972
and 1k Company Act, 1991,

inst those bank officials
had given ‘wr informa-
tion' to the CIB and to the law

minis j
The BB further observed that

the law ministry's re was

not 'objcctivc nnd not Qﬂﬁd

:;hmdl s.' but was r;admcr ‘biased.’
aw secretary

it 'hastily without at Etmm-

ining the records of the banks

concerned,’ it
The central bank investiga-

tion from August 19 to Septem-
ber 8 also revealed a fresh case
of defaulting by the Beximco
Group which was not reported
:arlicr This new defaulting
loan amounting to Tk 9.93 cr is
with the Motijheel branch of
IFIC Bank.

According to BB investiga-
tion, Beximco had defaulting
loans to the tune of Tk 121.98 cr
with AB Bank on December 31,
1996, in four accounts — Phar-
matek Chemicals Ltd.,
Satkhira Fisheries Ltd, Khulna
Fisheries Ltd. and Mrittika Ltd.
But AB Bank had earlier sent a

figure of only Tk 27.64 cr as de-
faul Iuan fnr reparation of
the CI Bank offi-

cials latcr h:rld the law secretary
that this was also incorrect as
there had been no defaulting
loans of Beximco.

But the BB's new investiga-
tion found that Pharmatek

See Page 12 Col 7

‘Client servzce’ atJad

Pl

Dhaka Central Jail

Ralat.nru of pnl-unern crﬂwdmg the visitors' room at the

—Star photo

.fl—lina |
51 today

is the 51st birthday of
nister Sheikh Hasina,

Toda
Prime o
reports UNB.

Eldest da of slain In-
dependence leader Ba
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur

man and Fazilatunnesa,
Hasina was on September
28, 1947 at Tungipara in Gopal-
ganj district.

e birthday will be ob-
served in a simple family atmo-
sphere without any fanfare.

50 hurt as AL
factions clash

in Sarishaban

JAMALPUR, Sept 27: At
least 50 people were injured as
two rival groups of Awami
League supporters locked in a
clash at Duriar Bhita village in
Sarishabari thana today, police
said, reports UNB.

Among the wounded, Matiur
Rahman, Nannu, Asmot Alj
and Sabur were admitted to
Jamalpur General Hospital
while Nawjesh Ali, Haider, Ker-
amot, Amir Khasur and
Bachchu were admitted to Sar-
ishabari thana health complex.

During the clash., which
continued for several hnur: the

feuding groups used country-

made weapons, blasted crackers
and exc nshots. A case
was filed with the local police.

Body of teenage
boy recovered

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 27:
Police recovered the y of a
teenage boy from a derelict
pond at Hazipur in the city this
morning.

The dead was identified as
Toru, 18, who worked at a gro-
cery sho ﬁa_nt Rishipara under
Bandar t

Police recovered the floati
body of Toru from the pon
near Hazipara Rail Road at

See Page 12 Col 8
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Bangladesh beat | 3mistaken for
India, Australia

Sporta Reporter

adesh h the lime-
1 ht n the international
cricket when they floored for-
mer world champions Aus-
tralia and India en route to the
next round of the Hong Kong

International Sixes yesterday.

In a different ball game
normally considered as a ball
bashing five-over-a-side match,
the national cricket team sur-

rised all and sundry with a

ve-wicket thrashing of Aus-
tralia and then went on to beat
India by three wickets to stamp
an epoch-making success in the
annuls of country's cricket.

The historic wins against
two Test titans propelled
Bangladesh into the second
round as champions in one of
the three ps of the nine-na-
tion meet, which features seven
Test playing nations.

Bangladesh will now play in
the elite Bradman Group along-
side defending champions West
Indies and England. ile Aus-
tralia, who defeated India, have
been pencilled in the “obers
Group along with world cham-
pions Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

Bangladesh will meet Eng-
land in their second round
opener at 10.15 am (BST) before
ﬁttting against the mighty West

at 2.15 pm ( today.
The top firu.shﬂr of the %‘0
will play in the Cup final, billed
at 4.20 pm (BST), against the
winners of Sobers Group. While
the runners-up of each group
will feature in the Plate final, to
be held at 3.50 pm (BST).

But on Saturday in the
bustling commercial hub of
Asia., what Bangladesh had
done was nothing but a fairy-
tale run one of the two non-Test
playing nation in the two-day
meet

It all started when Akram's
men. chasing a not-so-impres-
sive Australian total of 49, rat-
tled up 50 for the loss of
Ra e's wicket.

though, the left-arm spin-
ner returned for a duck against
both Australia and India. it was
the left-right

See Page 12 Cal 4
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comnbination of - "

| DCC seeks suggestions

for more venues

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) will not withdraw its se-
lection of seven wvenues for
holding of public meetings in
the city but welcomes sugges-
tions from any party for other
suitable sites.

Mayor Mohammad Hanif
sald this to delegations from
eight political parties during a
three-hour meeting with them
at the DCC conference room

yesterday.

The was the first of
a two-day meeting p mime
that the Mayor initiated in a
bid to have s stions from
various litical parties on

holding of public meetings.
Delegates representing Awa-
mi League, Jatiya Party, JSD
(Rob), Ganatantri Party. Jana-
dal, NAP (Bhashani), Jatiya
Janatn Party and Bangladesh
c% ublican Party had talks
the Mayor yesterday while
leaders of L.et Dcmucrauc
Front (LDF) and Gano Forum

are scheduled to meet him
o e
major opposition party

BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami and
Jatiya Party (Z-M), did not par-
ticipate in yesterday's meetin
despite being invited. BNP an
Jamaat had earlier demanded
of the government to meet cer-
tain preconditions for their
participation.

Hanif said he had hoped BNP
wnuld attend the mceting and
give suggestions on the issue.

mlﬁtfa from .Jatiya Party
and NAP (Bhasani) suggested
the Ma or yesterday to 'sus-
m‘n e earlier decision on

ding of rallies 'for the time
being' and take a fresh decision
after exchanging views with dif-
ferent political parties.

The Mayor. however, told
them that the decision could
not be suspended but selection
of more venues could be consid-
ered.

City AL General Secretary
Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya said the DCC decision
would help ease traffic jam in
the city.

Mentioning that all major

See Page 12 Col 5

CHT to be opened for
tourists after accord

By Govinda Shil

The government is formulat-
ing various programmes to at-
tract tourists to Chit Hill
Tracts region and the nder-
bans.

Under the ammes, for-
eign tourists will be allowed to
visit Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and arban districts of CHT
and remote hilly areas in the
region.

The CHT terrain has been
restricted to the foreigners for
long due to tribal insurgency
there. A peace accord ending the
insurgency is likely to be signed
next month.

"Soon after the peace treaty

Two mugged at

Farmgate

By Staff Correspondent

A group of muggers snatched
Id ornaments and cash worth

about Tk 75,000 from two rick-
shaw passengers at Farmgate
area in the city yesterday.

Four unidentified armed
men riding on an auto-rick-

shaw inter ed the rickshaw
on which S al and Mallik
Tauhidul Islam. both residents

nl‘ Dhanmondi area, were trav-
ing in lndirn Road at about 12

m,
P TROI gang robbed a gold nr_ll‘i.
lwo thninn of gold and

47.000 in cash from them and
fled away.

is signed, we will go for various
F mmes to develop tourism
aciilties in the Hill Tracts,”
said Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir.
State Minister of Civil Aviation
and Tourism.

The artificial lake 1in

ﬁamnu and deep forests in

rban and Khagrachhari

art major tourist atiractions of

the n. Besides, 13 distinc-

tive tribal and ethnic popula-

tion with diversified culture
live in the region.

The tourism development
rogramme for CHT includes
uilding hotels and motels in

Khagrachhari, Bandarban and
in Rangamati and expansion ol
other tourism facilities there.

amati presently has a mo-
tel on the bank ol the artificial
Iak:

ladesh Parjatan Corpo-
ratio "1HFC.'| has few speed-

boats in the lake. The yovern-
ment may procure more such
boats and ‘'water game items',
BPC sources said.

Alamgir said the ministry
also has a plan for organising
'eco-tourism in the Sunderbans
area. the largest mangrove for-
est in the world.

BPC will open its newly built
motel at Kuakata sea beach un-
der Patuakhali district late this
year. Kuakata is a beach
where both the sunrise and
sunset are viewed in the Bay of

Ht% will also construct a

See Page 12 Col 3
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outlawed party
men, beaten
to death

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Sept 27:
Three Workers Party members

were mistaken to be members of
the outlawed Purbabangla
Communist Party and beaten to
death by ple at Pirojkhali
village under the Sadar thana
toda T¥1 police said.

e victims are: Al-Amin,
30, and Abdus Sattar, 27, of
Nandabar village under Alam-
danga thana and Hasibul, 26, of
Mominpur village under
Chuadanga Sadar thana.

The three along with some
60 people went to Pirojkhali
village to apprehend members
of the outlawed party, after get-
ting an information that some
members of the party were hid-
ing there. But the villagers
mistook them as members of
the outlawed party. The vil-
lagers caught three nf them and
beat them to death. The others
fled away.

On September 22, six mem-
bers of the outlawed party were
beaten to death b villa t:rs at
Nilmanigan vii{age under
Chuadanga Sadar thana.

Guyral confirms
visit to Dhaka

in November

From Neeman A Sobhan

- ROMF, Sept 27: Indian
Prime WMinister Inder Kumar
Gujral has said he would visit
Bangladesh sometime in
November.

The Indian premier con-
firmed the visit while talking to
this correspondent at a
tion hosted by the Indian em-
bassy here on Thursday last.

Gujral made a one-day
stuli»(wtr in Rome on his way

from New York where he
attended the United Nations
General Assembly session. He
wag afmmgalnied by thﬁ ;rll'e
and a large ce%attnn nciludi
Indian Finance n,g-
dambaram.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif is also expected to

See Page 12 Col 1

PM’s directive to

look 1nto dist AL
leaders’ problems

Leaders and workers of the

., Awami League from various

districts including Khulna,
Panchagarh, Gopalganj. Narail,
Bagerhat and Narayanganj met
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her official residence at Gan-
abhaban yesterday, reports
BSS.

The Prime Minister listened
to their problems. The Prime
Minister directed the officials
concerned to look into those
problems.

- Awami League presidium
member Abdul Jalil, Sheikh
Helal Uddin MP, and Awami
League executive committee
member Nuh Alam Lenin were
present.

Call to make AL’s
Sept 30 public

meetl ng a SuUcCCecss

A meeting of the presidents
and general secretaries of the
Awami League unit of Dhaka
and its adjacent districts was
held at the central office of the
party yesterday to make the
Awami League called public
meeting at the Outer Stadium
on September 30 a success, re-

s :

Presided over by M A Jalil,

presidium milrlnchcr of the

; meeting was
also atten by the leaders of
dilferent front organisations of
the party in Dhaka and adja-
cent districts.

Among others, Abed Ali, Az-
izur Rahman, Mostafa Jalal
Mhiuddin, Ivy Rahman, Nurul
Fazal Bulbul, Mirza Sultan
Raza, Mofazzal Hossain Chow-
dhury Mayan, Shamim Osman,
Enamul Huq Shamim attended
it.

Jalil called upon all to make
the coming a success to
demonstrate the will of the peo-
ple that they are determined
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to re-
jrrl:*t the designs of destructive
orces to create anarchy in the
country. a press release said.

Young man shot
~dead 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 27: A
young man was shot dead I:iy
some miscreants at Jaotala
Sweeper Colony here today, re-
ports BSS.

The victim Hasmat Ali, 20,
was forcibly taken nul from a
tea-stall to the Sweepe
where he was l
He later nuccum to his in—
juries at Chittagong Medical

College Hospital.
Police lrrﬂ:‘ted two Pﬂ""h
e e, the | Chhaien

Meanwhile,
ue claimed that the victim

was their activist and was
killed by the rival groups.



