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Down to E arth =
City Slums and Mass Housing Plan

According to a recent report,
g:emment plans to construct
million houses for the -
and the

to the low
ple belonging

groups. This is a

ose plan aimed for im-
Hlementntinn during the next
ve on a cipato
hammrTh: plan is ucdl;n ﬂ?l;
ﬁacﬂcnl needs of our people.

e housing shortage is likely
to exceed five million by the

2000, at least one third of

year
which will be in the urban ar-

eas.
The Chief E eer of the
Hou and ement Direc-
torate (HSD) told a tion of
the adesh Habitat Coun-
cil, a tion of NGOs working
on the hou problems of the

urban poor, that out of the two
million houses,
Eu,ﬂoﬂcdait_'e ted t? be con-
structed for poor people includ-
ing slum dwellers free of cost.

It is a well-known fact that a
vast section of the slum
dwellers is concentrated in the
passing

lis. With
e slum problem of the

metro
day,
city
further addition to the slum
Populntinn through migration
rom villages. So, as things
stand at present, slums and
squatter settlements are ubiq-

uitous in their presence in

Dhaka city. By income indica-
tors, about 55 per cent of the
'city population are below the

poverty line and most of these

mple live in the city's slums
Aulquatt:r settlements.

arge number of slums and

squatter settlements have ap-
ared during the period be-

1991 and 1996. A study of

urban poverty in 1991 showed
that the number of r

in Dhaka city was a

Fertiliser sale dull
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government review its supply
and demand projection imme-
diately, and allow n%t‘j;nal de-

livery of urea till ember,
whﬁlﬂuﬁbuliﬁmiﬂygodd. _

minister denies the gov-
lasemment g:l*lr:sted 21?] dealers
*last year. She says only smug-
glers were arrested aamdy the glgh
could not prove that they were

not %lllty.

~ She said money 'has not been
returned so far to the dealers
surrendering their dealership.
The government is also keeping
a record of them so that the gov-
ernment may deny them deal-

in future, she added.

She also defended low farm
prices, saying the prices maybe
comparatively low" but farm-
ers had a bumper harvest and
their total sales have not de-
clined. i

A former BFA leader said the
government should remove the

exi price disparity of urea.
The buffer stock cctif urea is
Tk 265 for a 50-kg bag, while it
is Tk 240 at the gates.

Citing a recent survey, he
‘noted that the sales hafrz de-
clined by 30 per cent this time

Wills Cup

Indian team
in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Sept 26: Tight
security greeted the Indian
cricket team today when they
~arrived in Pakistan for the

three one-day international

Wills Cup Challenge Series, re-
ports AP,

For the arrival of the Indian
team, police patrolled the in-
ternational airport in Karachi,
- Pakistan's southern port city.

Dozens of cricket fans
turned out to greet the Indian
cricketers, who are making
their first appearance in Pak-
" istan in eight :

. Scores of plain clothes po-
licemen stood outside the
airport but the players were
quickly whisked away in an
awaTihung van. -.

€ one-day international
series, which begins on Sunday
in the interior Sindh city of

. Hyderabad, is to commemorate

ars of ind d
botlr: cuuntries.cpen ghce Jor

HK Sixes
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lier left the country on Thurs-

day to participate in the meet.
Akram Khan, Aminul Islam,
Athar Ali Khan, Mohammad
ue, Mofizur Rahman, Im-
ran Hamid and Atiar Rahman
are the members of the

a samu will begin
at 10:15 am (BST) and on Sun-
day, the play will start at 8:45
am (BST).

Star Sports TV Channel will

a total of

is mounting because of

t 3 mil-

By ASM Nurunnabi

lion. Of these, 1.3 million or 43
per cent were found to be in the
slums and squatter settlements.
The question is: where do the
other 57 per cent of the
live? They live in the city under
a number of different arrange-
ments. It is estimated that at
least 300,000 of the city's maids
and other domestic servants

live in h and middle class
residential areas with their
empl . About 75,000 live in

the institutional bu such
as hostels, schools, colleges and
universities, ues, tem
and office buildings. Another
80,000 live in shops, katcha
bazars, mnutrucunu:; sites :kn:
many sleep under open

in the city. There are many oth-
ers who live in Dhaka under
various ments outside
the slums and squatter settle-
ments. This was just an indica-
tion of the past trend which has
since fast accelerated in the
meantime.

Squatters and slum dwellers
live mainly in dwelling units
which are structurally very

. Only about four per cent of
e householders live in pucca
or semi-pucca structures. The
predominant types of their
housing materials are wood,
bamboo, tin and thatch. But the
yuality of housing depends
mr‘Fel}r on environmental con-
dition rather than housing ma-
terials. An overwhelming ma-
ﬁmt}- of the slums and squatter
ouseholders live in one-room
house with high housing den-
sity. In terms of utility services,
these slums and squatter set-
tlements enjoy facilities of
mixed nature — some are tolef-
able while others are more or
less primitive in nature,

this year due to price hike. "And
the government is uupplyhag 10
per cent more urea to the deal-
Last year, the demand for
urea was 21 lakh tonnes, while
the government puts the de-
mand at 25 lakh tonnes for this
year.

"As a result, at least 40 per
cent urea is remaining unsold
this time. This is causing a fi-
nancial burden to the dealers,”
he explained.

According to a market sur-
vey, a 50 was sold at Tk
285 to Tk 327 in Chittagong. Tk
270 to Tk 300 in ur, and
Tk 273 to Tk 300 in Jessore dur-
ing the first half of August.

PM’s directive
From Page 1

to the countrymen to offer
prayers at all the mosques,
temples, churches and

to seek blessings of the
Almighty Allah to spare the
country from the impending
disaster.

Meanwhile, a meeting of the
inter-ministerial disaster ma-
nagement coordination com-
mittee yesterday reviewed the
cyclone situation and pre-
paredness programme to face
the sible natural disaster.

e meeting, held at the sec-
retariat cabinet room, also dis-
cussed the rescue operation in
the coastal areas.

Civil administration and
members of the armed forces
have been kept standby to face
the impendi:}_ﬁrocalamity. the
meeting was rmed.

Presided over by cabinet sec-
retary Ataul Haq, the meeting
instructed the concerned dis-
trict, thana, union and village
level officials, employees and
volunteers to speed up rescue
operation in the coastal areas.

10 DU students

From Page 1
were beaten up by shop owners.
Later, agitated students
gmke mHilI tl11;=]j vir]all behind
urya which se tes
the campus from Katabollfrsatu-
dents from Jasimuddin, Ziaur

Rahman, Bangabandhu and

Surya Sen hall took part in
breaking the wall and then at-
tacked the shop owners.

Both the sides threw brick-
bats, exploded cocktails and
fired blank shots. Police later
brought the situation under
control.

Of the injured, a resident
student of Jasimuddin Hall was
treated at the BMU (formerly
PG) Hospital. Identity of the
others could not be known.

Meanwhile, an emergency
meeting of the Dhaka Univer-
sity Provosts Standing Com-

mittee held with Vice Chancel-
lor Prof AK Azad Chowdhury in
the chair formed a committee to
probe the incident.

The seven-member commit-

tee is headed by Provost of Ja-
telecast all the matches live gonnath Hanl University Prof
from Hong Kong. ga Das Bhattacharya.

Printed by the Editor from City Publishing
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The big o?uutiun is: what
percentage of the 50,000 hous-
ing units set apart for allotment
free of cost to slum residents in
urban areas will go to the share
of the bonafide slum dwellers in
Dhaka city? The reality is
whatever be the percentage, it
will merely touch the fringe of
the which is vast in its
present dimension and is still

growing.

In the opinion of knowl-
edgeable observers, there is a
great deal to be learned from the

of other countries in
the facing more or less
;T.ular problems.

ing with the problem by

for low-cost housing unm
long-term plan. Indian experi-
ence with -cost housing re-
portedly has also yielded -
tive results. Since most of the
developing societies in the
world are now concentrating on
creation of accommodation fa-
cilities for the citizens at a rea-
sonable cost, we may advance
the cause of egalitarianism if
we can manage to follow in
their footsteps to ameliorate
the condition of the poor cit
dwellers with the assistance
all possible quarters.

Since under the proposed
scheme, people in the low-in-
come up will get loans for
house-building at minimum

rates of interest, this should
bring about some perceptible

changes by way of attracting a
much broader section of poor
mple. Our fondest hope is that

c:pedlﬁ ot ble
way as usly as

and achieve its mﬁ:'um
given time-frame.

Dr Mofiz dead

Dr Mofizuddin Ahmed, Prof
Emeritus of Dhaka University's

Chemistry Department, died of
heart diseases at Cardiovascu-
lar Institute yesterday. He was
76, reports UNB.

He left behind his wife, three
daughters and many admirers.

haka University Vice Ch-

ancellor Prof AK Azad Chow-
dhury has expressed his deep
shock at the death of Dr Mofiz.

In a me . Prof® Chowd-
hury prayed for the salvation of
the departed soul and conveyed
1Elly:rq:mth to the bereaved fam-
l}r members, said a press re-
ease.

Female students
From Page 1

Nasima Zaman) alleged negli-

gence in taking care of a s
resident studen%. ck

Nari Progoti, a feminist
ggughat a press conference at

iversity Press Club this -

evening demanded removal of
all officials of Monnujan Hall
including Provost Dr Nasima
Zaman within 48 hours. They
also warned that otherwise,
they will go for greater move-
ment from Sunday. Afia Akter
Banu, convenor of Nari Progoti,
read out the written statement
at the conference.

Jubo Dal
From Page |

Witnesses said a group of

armed people attacked the

thana unit council of Jubo Dal,
the youth front of opposition
BNP, as soon as the central
leaders reached the venue at 3

The attackers fired shots,
blasted crude bombs and pelted
brickbats on the council audi-
ence. This resulted in a fierce
clash in and around the meet-
ing venue at Umiruddin High

sides exch ed gun
shots and chased cagl?gthﬂg for
aboyt an hour, creating panic
among the residents of the area.

Art extravaganza

From Page 1
day.

To ensure security, o S-
ers made arrangements for
close circuit cameras, metal de-
tectors, securi sonnel from

Ilcem - s.d ﬂti?n é% % le
po ard. On
would Eel allowed {t a t?nelgp to
visit the rooms at the in
view of the security reasons.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the people to remain vigilant
against all conspiracies and

build up a dignified nation as
the pioneer ol knowledge and
wi ., culture and arts, re-
ports UNB.

"We will be able to raise our
head in the world arena as a
dignified nation and no con-
spiracy will be able to suppress

e forward march of the peo-
gl:," she told a function at the

hilpakala Academy audito-
rium in the afternoon.

Bangabandhu Sangskritik
Jote organised the function on
the occasion of its 11th found-

ing anniversary.

The Prime Minister accused
the opposition BNP of turning
lncrenll% ﬂnd;::llvc alft:r
belnﬁ i the people in
the 1:; tkct?gn and over-
thrown by mass movement.”

She said, "We sought their

tion and showed a lib-
eral attitude. But they did not

d to our call for -
tion and instead thuught our
broadness as weakness.

They (BNP) do not want de-
velopment of the cuunlg and

peo-

improvement of the lot

aily Star

PM tells Sangskritik Jote function
BNP becoming vindictive

One of the main objectives of |

this government, she said. is to
rotect the thousand year-old
ngalee culture and eritage,
and restore the language and
culture to their due position of
prestige and glory.
. € Prime Minister said,
‘We do not want the Bengalee
nation to remain poor a ne-
ected any longer, we want to
up the nation as educated,
prosperous and dignified "

Another goal of the govern-
ment is to remove poverty and
hunger from the country. she
said adding that her govern-
ment is working ceaselessly for
an exploitation-free 'Sonar

a

B \

calling the role of the
Sangskritik Jote during the
anti-autocracy movement and
the movement for restoring
people’'s voting right, Hasina
urged the cultural activists to
continue their fight for building
;halcﬂr:lathr'l ::]utabii:h the Ben-

cultural spirit.

“We have natural and human
resources, we have to utilise
those for the uplift of the na-
tion,” she said.

Awami league presidium

ple, she said. member Amir Hossain Amu,
Hasina said the le are Post and Telecommunications
‘aware, united and ermined’ Minister Mohammmad Nasim.
to build a and State Minister for Information
‘Sonar Bangla' (Gol Bengal) Prof Abu Sayeed, State Minister
as dreamt father of the na- for Cultural Affairs Obaidul
tion hu Sheikh Mu- Kader, columnist M R Akhtar
jibur . Mukul and Jote eral secre-
She said the nation tary Tarana Halim also ad-
could not be su te re-  dressed the function. Jote pres-
ated attacks against their ident Alamgir Kumkum pre-
a and culture, :
BNP-LDF Bayazid Panni
dialogue to  held {0" w“?";g
: controversia
continue
BNP Ch and Leader DOOK ON Islam

of the ition in Parliament
Begum Zia held a meet-
ing with leaders of the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) at her
Minto Road official residence
yesterday, reports UNB.

They exc views on the
latest political and economic
situation of the country as well
as the ongoing movement.

It was dec in the
that the dialogue would con-
tinue between the two sides,
said a BNP press release.

LDF coordinator Morshed
Ali and leaders Nirmal Sen,
Rashed Khan Menon, Hasanul
Huq Inu, Mujahidul Islam Se-
lim, AFM Mahbubul Hug, Dilip
Barua, Abdullah Sarker,
Shahidullah Chowdhury,
Moinuddin Khan Badal. Bela
Sikdar, Shafiqur Rahman -
{51':1"“ and Rezaur Rashid

attended the meeting.

BNP General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuivan and lead-
ers Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar, KHandaker Delwar
Hossain and M Morshed Khan

were present.

Hasina visits
ailling Suranjit

- Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina visited ailing Suranijit
Sengupta, Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Parliamen
fairs, at Suhra
Thursday night to see his condi-

tion, reports BSS.

Af-
Hospital

She stayed for sometime at
his bedside and talked to the
attending doctors about his
treatment and condition.
Suranjit was admitted to the
hospital on Monday following

high blood pressure.

A seven-member medical
board headed by director of the
National Institute for Cardio-
Vascular Diseases Prof Akh-
teruzzaman is supervising his
treatment.

Allend doctors said, the
condition of Gupta is improv-

ing.

City AL plans

From Page 1

leaders underscored the need
for making the ﬂzogl(g in Dhaka
more aware of t C's recent
steps in banning rallies on
streets because such rallies
cause traffic jam in the capital.
The meeting noted with sat-
g;acuun tha:ll l«:Im'ing the last
position-called countrywide
hartal, [?any leaders and work-
ers in Dhaka played a positive
role in creatmdg public aware-
impacts of har-

TANGAIL., Sept 26: Police to-
day arrested former Provincial
Assembly member Bayazid
Khan Panni for hurting the sen-
timent of Muslims by writing a
controversial book on Islam,
reports UNB.

The arrest was made after
thousands of musullis (devout
Muslims) from Karatia and ad-
jacent areas assembled at the
Shaheed Minar here and de-
manded his death for the book,
“This Islam is No Islam At All."

Witnesses said the musullis
came out from different
mosques after the Jumma

yers and rushed towards the
gﬁahcﬁd Minar, shouting slo-

ans against the author,

ayazid an Panni, and his
book.
They also held a rally with

Shahidur Rahman Talukdar in
the chair. The speakers de-
manded that Bayazid Khan
Panni be h for hurting the
sentiment of Muslims. :

As the situation became
tense, police rushed to Karatia
and arrested the member of in-
fluential Panni family in the
district from his residence.

The musullis, who gathered
at the Shaheed Minar, said
Panni in the book 'E' Islam [s-
lam-e-Noi' (This Islam is No Is-
lam At All) made many contro-
versial statements about Islam
and Muslims.

An organisation called 'Hi-
jbut Tawhid’ is the publisher of
the book. Bayazid Khan Panni
is the founder of the controver-
sial organisation.

Talking to UNB at the Tan-

ail Sadar police station,
yazid Panni said he gmjcctcd
the correct version and his or-
ganisation 'Hijbut Tawhid' is
trying to establish the real Is-
lam in the world.

He claimed that there is 'no
real Muslim' in the world ex-
cepting the members of his or-
ganisation. 'Hijbut Tawhid' has
a membership of about 400, he
added.

Panni further said there is
also 'nmo Imam’' in the world
competent to lead the con -
tion as "an Imam has to be the
leader of 'hukumat' (govern-
ment) as well.”

KSA deports
From Page |
tees have died during the voy-

"We are planning how to
handle the Pakistani depor-
tees,” he said.

They said the Pakistanis

the rtees were most-
ly labourers who went to the
ulf state in search of jobs.

Under the Pakistani law, the
deportees could be arrested by
the immigration authorities
soon after landing. They face
punishment uF to three years of
imprisonment.

:1:155 about ba
Promotion
. From Page 1

The i'i:port was submitted to

rule violated

the caretaker government took
over in March 1996.
The investigation committee

the minis more than four
months back but it has been
shelved,” the sources claimed.
The four-member committee
headed by Joint Secretary of the

Energy Ministry MA Latif in its
report also that during the
investigation, the Titas Gas
management had given "false
and misleading information”
about certain officials who were
favoured by it.

The two "unqualified” offi-
cials, along with three others
were promoted to the post of
Deputy General Manager in
1994 while there were 16 other
competent and senior candi-
dates, it said.

Of these two, one was not
qualified because he was an ac-
cused in an on-going criminal
case and the other did not serve
the Titas Gas Ltd for the re-

to become a Deputy

Sencral Manager
However, due to "political

pressure” the affected officials
could not lodge their protest till

was formed during the tenure of
the caretaker government. Th-
ree other members of the com-
mittee are TISN Khan Lodhi,
Director Operations of Petro-
bangla, Fakhrul Alam, General
Manager (Administration) of
Petrobangla and Rafig Ahmed,
Deputy Secretary of the Energy
Ministry.

The invcstiﬁatiun report
suggested that the Petrobangla
authorities instruct Titas au-
thorities to promote the af-
fected officials with retrospec-
tive effect.

It expressed dissatisfaction
at the Titas authorities’' attempt
to "confuse" the investigation
committee by giving "improper
documents” and recommended
that the Energy Ministry seek
explanation from the Titas Gas
authorities in this regard.

It has also recommended re-
structuring of the promotion
criterion of Titas Gas for man-
agerial level officials in the
"ﬁt of Petrobangla service

DHAKA SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1997

“Transcom Electronics Limited
Officral hcensee of Philips Electronics N.V

for lighting products, radic and TV sets
Dhalax 8153069, 8196259, 889993

Crg - 716353 723578, Khudna : 720304, Bogra:6215

Juice Extractor

Cyclone

gers when the cyclone was pin-
pointed to lash the south-east-
ern coast late yesterday after-
noon.

The Radio and TV also
broadcast warnings advising
hul:ttng of danger signal num-
ber 10 at Chittagong and
Mongla ports, warning the
ships, boats and fishing
trawlers to move to safety. Peo-
ple were also urged to spe-
cial praﬁrcra in ues, tem-
ples, churches and pagodas
seeking divine blessings
against the fury of nature.

Reports from the coastal dis-
iricts said dark clouds burstin
early yesterday continue
throughout the day. They were
reinforced by strong winds with
the rapid advance of the storm.
Low-lying areas in. the coastal
belt were inundated.

In the city, heavy clouds con-
tinued to gather from the south-
west corner from the afternoon,
rain was steady and increased
late in the evening with the ap-
proaching storm. The rainfall
totalled 20mm till 9 pm.

The weekend turned sour for
many, shopkeepers had little
business, so did the rickshaw
peddlers as foul weather kept
people indoor.

The storm brewed off a sea- |

sonal depression, first located
off India’'s Tamil Nadu coast
last week in the Bay. But the
cloud pack burst over Andhra
State of India. Its tail spinned-
off the freak but deadly storm
that turned its course, {ba.ﬂ'lin
Meteorologists in India an
surprising Bangladeshis.

Director of the Mettnmiuﬁl—
cal Department Sajedur Rah-
man told The Daily Star last
night that it was unusual at this
time of the waning Monsoon
that the storm should be racing
towards Bangladesh coast in-
stead of roaring towards Indian
coast where it was located first.

Though freak in nature, it
was not the first time that such
thing happened he added, as he
scanned the Radar at his office,
showing advance of the storm.

First it was feared yesterday
morning at 9 am that it may hit
the south-western coast. But it
remained steady on a north-
north-easterly course, reachi
the fringe of the funnel shapg
gleghna estuary at 9 pm yester-

ay.

There was little chance that
it may veer off-course, meteo-
rologists tracking it said at
mid-night when it kept. going
towards its target of Noakhali-
Chittagong coast, north of Chit-

Mayor

From e ]
sion. Fag

The pre-conditions include
withdrawal of the announce-
ment of the seven venues, made
‘unilaterally’ by the Mayor and
release of Opposition activists
who were arrested while
protesting the 'undemocratic’
decisions.

- When contacted, the city unit
Ameer of Jamaat ATM Azhar
told The Daily Star last night
that they communicated their
demands to the Mayor in writ-
ing on Thursday but did not re-
ceive any reply yet.

Hanif earlier told the press
}halhhe was ready to consider
resh proposals from si-
tion parties regarding tltl:q)epﬁ;ﬂ-
ing venues. The Mayor was not
available yesterday for com-
ments about the pre-conditions.

A spokesman of the City
Corporation, however, in-
formed The Daily Star last
night that the Mayor himself
would give his reply to the Op-
position contentions at the
meeting scheduled for today.

Meanwhile, LDF leader
Rashed Khan Menon confirmed
that representatives of left wing
parties would attend the meet-
ing called by the Mayor. Ac-
cording to him, LDF would de-
mand seventeen venues at sev-
enteen thanas of Dhaka city

 and one at Fulbaria as a central

point for holding public rallies.

Children playing on the Mugda-Kamala

.........

may hit early toda

tagong at 12-30 last night.
At 6 pm on Thursday. the

storm was located at Orissa
coast and veered towards

adesh rapidly, in 24 hours
it travelled to the north Bay,

g the coasts of Chittagong-
: at 6 pm.

As it began approaching the
south-eastern coast, it
heavy winds and rains that
flooded the low-lying areas of
Barisal, Patuakhali, Bhola,

Barguna, Pirojpur and Jha-
lakatli. Reports from Khulna

said intermittent rain and
gusty winus also blew over the
coastal districts in the region
and flooding the low lands.

Our Staff Correspondent
adds from Chittagong: Sources
in the local administration
said thousands of coastal peo-
ple in the coastal areas have al-
ready taken shelter at the cy-
clone shelters and other safer
o

n ittagon rt, cargo
handling hasghcg'np:uapcndcgd
since 2 pm yesterday and some
of the ships anchored at the
port channel were shifted to
outer anchorage for safety, offi-
cial sources said.

Three control rooms have
been opened at Chittagong port
to tackle the situation while the
district administration and the
City Corporation also opened
control rooms.

All aireraft from Chittagong
airport were taken to Dhaka
and other logistics were shifted
to Chittagong cantonment.

Navy ships also were taken
outside the port area for safety.

The cyclone was su to
hit Chititagong coast by mid-
night last night but according to
Met Officials, the indications

changed.
President visits

FM’s residence

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed visited the residence of
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad yesterday morning to
condole the death of his wife

m Nurunnahar Samad, re-
ports UNB.

The President stayed there
for some time and advised
Samad Azad to have courage to
bear the sorrows and :

He also consoled the mem-
bers of the bereaved family and
signed the condolence , ac-
cording to an official handout.

Body to probe
assault on

doctor

By Staff Correspondent

The Health Ministry has
formed a committee, headed by
a joint secretary, to investigate
the alleged manhandling of a
senior doctor of Shaheed
Suhrawardy Hospital in the
city on Tuesday.

Dr Satindranath Aditta,
head of surgery department in a
written complaint to the Direc-
tor of the Hospital, alleged that
he was assaulted by two class IV
employees of the hospital.

Some doctors of the hospital
abstained from attending their
duties on Wednesday protesting
the incident, sources in the
hospital said.

hen contacted, M A Za-
man. Director of the hospital
said he will form another
committee to investigate the
incident after the Health Min-

istry probe body submits its re-

port.
The Director held separate

meetings with representatives
of doctors and the Class IV and
Class Il employees on Wednes-
day to maintain a congenial
atmosphere in the hospital.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Medical Association in a press
release last night expressed
concern at the incident. It de-
manded arrest of the persons
responsible and urged the au-
thorities to ensure security of
doctors there.

“headquarters.

pur link road inundated by rain waters yesterday.

— Star photo

The gusty wind
ing Chittagong from 7 pm yes-

t!:rdaﬁr.
C itlalgung experienced
rainfall from morning that
paralysed normal life.

Our Staff Correspondent
Aroop Talukdar rts from
Barisal: Low-lying areas of the
coastal districts of Barisal,
Patuakhali, Bhola, Barguna,
Jhalakati and Pirojpur went
under at least three feet water
due to heavy rainfall during the
whole day featerday, ;

The inclement weather also
affected movement of water
transports from the divisional
Dhaka-bound

er launches could not
eave Barisal launch ghat on
the day.

H‘lrmtg ﬁ'&in‘l:‘“m’}u by'

at least three feet, but in some of
those the water level almost
reached the danger level. Tidal
wave rose up to 10-12 feet in
Kuakata area under Patuakhali
district.

Local Met office sources said,
79.60mm rainfall was recorded
from 6 am to 6 pm yesterday.
Wind speed during the day was
recorded at 18 to 20 km per
hour.

A total of five to six hundred
trawlers have taken shelter at
Alipur-Mohipur channel about
six km inland from Kuakata
beach. Water level at Kuakata
rose up to the embankment. The
Bangabandhu Primary School
near Kuakata collapsed after it
was hit by the gusty wind in‘the
afternoon.

The offshore islands of
Bhola district have gone under
two feet water.

Representatives of the dis-
trict administration and Red
Crescent volunteers made an-
nouncements over microphone
during the day, urging people to
go to cyclone shelters.

Our Khulna Correspondent
reports: Low-lying areas of the
district have been inundated by
at least six feet water following
yesterday's downpour.

A cyclonic storm is
over the district at a s be-
ﬂ;tlr:m 50 to 55 km, saht'.‘lhe H:(ti. of-

sources. During 2
g
argo han at
remained suspended since
:00 am yesterday and fishing
boats, trawlers and sea-going
vessels were taken to safer
places by the authorities.

Officials the district ad-
ministration said that resi-
dents of the Sunderbans and its
adjoining areas were taken to

er places. Control rooms
have been established in all the
nine thanas of the district and
relief goods and food
items have also been kept
r:?ﬂdy. administration sources
said.

Food output
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sweep-

asse

production will not face any
setback even

if temperature

dips below 14 d Celsius
during harvesting, they ob-
se :

Other under the
plan include crop diversifica-
tion, agro-credit expansion
with the participation of NGOs,
formulation of a pest control
policy, setting up 1.11,000 com-

osts, developing coastal
arming. raising cereal seed
g_:;ductiun in public sector
five per cent to 10 per cent,
setting up five research centres
for spices, marketing bio-fer-
tiliser, developing farmers’
need-based research method-
ologies, technol transfer
mechanism and tolerant
varieties.

Projects will be taken to ex-
pedite the IPM (integrated pest
management) drive. Farmers
will be given training on culti-
vation of crop-friendly pests.
Commercial production and
marketing ol crop-friendly
pests will to re-
strain use of pesticides. the
sources said.



