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I’M 's directive

Prepare to
face any
eventuality

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina last night gave direc-
tives to the cabinet secretary
and the chiefs of three services
to take all for res-
ey Al e The

any even ty owing to
cyclonic storm in the north
Bay, reports BSS.

¢ Prime Minister also

talked to the deputy

commi ners of the coastal

districts and heads of different

m'tmmts related to rescue,

and rehabilitation opera-
tions.

She also ordered evacuation
of the residents from the 'dan-
FEmg:ncy round-the-clock
information centre has also

been at the Prime Min-
ister's office to be contacted
over the numbers
815000 and -

made a fervent appeal
See Page 12 Col 2

City AL plans
to make Sept 30

meet a Success

By Staff Correspondent

An extended meeting of the
SRt et waye e
a success t}: lanned blic
meeting at ter um in
the city on September 30 and
evaluated the 'anti-hartal’ ac-
tivities of the party.

ister

unit president and
Hanif in the
sources said.

ster and AL chief
Sheikh Hasina is scheduled to
public The
Outer Stadium is one of the
seven venues in the city, newly

designated the Dhaka City
Mb{DCCl for holding

Leaders of all front organi-
sations of AL and its 11 district
units will meet tomorrow at the

Mayor begins
dialogue on
meeting venues

By Staff Correspondent

City Mayor Mohammad
Hanif meeting city unit
leaders ol various tical par-
ties today to decide venues for
holding lic rallies in the
city,

m—m\ditiﬂ_nn put
forward by major opposi-

Mayor is scheduled to

meet leaders of Awami L"ﬁ:
today and those of the
Democratic Front and Gano Fo-
rum tomorrow,
The Mayor had invited
residents and secretaries of
city units of some 30 politi-

cal for the . But

! sh Nationalist Party
(B .Fdlm{lzrlt-lt-lillmi and
J M -
cﬂl for the dil-c;::‘

See Page 12 Col 6
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Article
Closed China
Opens its Doors

Column: Beneath the
Surface
by Abdul Bayes

| Need for a Code
of Ethics for

Some aspects of na-
tionalism of the Ben-
galis; Sayeed Ahmad—
A playwright with
mission
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Today's issue of The
Duily Star contains a
one-page special
supplement on the
World Tourism
Day '97
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Cyclone may hit coastal

M &

; .rf.,- e

The satellite

picture taken by SPARRSO at 16:30 hrs vesterday shows the ¢

P

yclone centre

lucl_ated at latitude 20.3° N & longitude 89.8° E, about 300 km off Khulna, 260 km from
Chittagong and 170 km from Cox's Bazar. The maximum wind speed in the cyclone could be

150 km/hr. It was located at 22:30 hrs about 160 km from Chittagong and 100 km

to thg
.. mml;chgﬁl:u *

from Cox's
Pl photo

Fertiliser sale 'dull, trader

surrendering dealership

Frustrated fertiliser traders
are for the first time surrender-
ing their dealerships, blaming
the government's "Inconsistent
policy. while the agriculture
minister calls them "seasonal
birds."

Too many dealers, price con-
trol, low price for farm output
and huge supply of fertiliser are
seen as key [actors for business
being unattractive, leading the
dealers to call it quits.

The dealers believe the gov-
ernment's pm{:ﬂiun for urea
demand is too high for this year
— 25 lakh tonnes — which has
made urea business “unattrac-
tive." According to market
sources, sales have gone down

HK Sixes
start today
Sport Reporter

The two-day Hong Kong In-
ternational Cricket Sixes will
begin in Hong Kong this morn-
ing

Nine countries — seven Test
playing nations, B adesh
hosts Hong Kong, will be
featured in the tourney which
will be held ont round robin
basis.
seven iest playing na-
tions are West Indies, India.
Pakistan, England. South
Africa, Sri Lanka and Aus-
tralia.
A seven-member
team, led by Akram Khan, ear-

See Page 12 Col 1
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By Govinda Shil

by as much as 30 per cent.

“This demand is over-esti-
mated.” said Bangladesh Fer-
tiliser Association's executive

Abdul Baten.

He told The Daily Star, a to-
tal of 400 dealers have surren-
dered their dealership so far be-
cause “larmers are not buying
urea.”

Agricullure Minister Matia
Chowdhury claims the number
of dealers who have surrendered
their dealership so far is less
than 100.

Traders say they are getting
nothing eut of their security de-

osit with the Bangladesh
hemical Industries Corpora-
tion (BCIC), A total of 80
crore came from approximately
3,800 dealers to the corpora-

tion's coffers.

Besides, they say, their
profit margin fell “drastically”
this year due to low sales and
low s of urea.

' will the farmers buy
urea en the prices of paddy
and jute are quite low?” asks
Baten.

BCIC officials back Baten,
but do not endorse the dealers'
"behaviour”.

“Withdrawal of trading li-
cense does net indicate a pro-
fessional behavior.” one offi-
cial said. "Every business has
its lean and peak seasons.
Sometime you will do good
business and sometime you
won't.” Some |,000 dealers have
taken new licenses, which re-

flects there is a business, the of-
ficial added.

The agricul.ure minister
agrees. She said ‘seasonal birds’
are leaving the business because
there is no way of manipulating
prices now,

The minister told The Dail
Star thal the rmment ha
been able to check sm ing-
out of urea to bordering India
and Myanmar. "And we have
readjusted price of this soil nu-
trient. As a result, super profit
seckers are frustrated.

Baten raises another allega-
tion inst the government,
which, he said, harasses dealers
unnecessarily. "Last year, 23
members were detained.”

The BFA leader demands the

See Page 12 Col 1
Dacoits kill two,
loot shops at
Anwara

From Staff Correspondent

CHITFAGONG, Sept 26: A
police personnel and a villager
were killed and three other -
an!':n injured when a gang d;E;
Cajls o

fire while fleeing

after loofing spape shops at Sat-
tar Hat u Anwara thana
last night police said.
Constable Abu: Taher (40)
and a hotel employees Milon
Das (32) died on the spot when
the dacoits fired shot indis-
criminately when they were
chased by police and villagers.

Police also fired on the dacoits.
Police said the dacoits

snatched two rifles from police.

S

e

- cargo handling

A .

Police

were deployed at the spot where a group of U students yesterday broke part of the

wall that separates the campus from Kataban market.

A

— Star photo

areas early today

Star Report

The authorities sounded a
red alert along the south-east-
ern coastal areas of the country
yesterday as a cyclonic storm
packing winds up to 150 kmph,
whipping storm surges rising to
four metres was poised to strike
Chittagong- Noakhali coast in
the early hours of today.’

Reports from the coastal dis-
tricts said at mid night last
night the tip of the storm bﬁa.n
ﬁruhing the areas, triggerin

eavy rains and high ds, in
undating low-lying areas with
at least three to four feet water.

Troops from the Army and
the Navy sailors were ordered to
help evacuation of people from
the coastal belt and off-shore
islands as the storm roared
across the North Bay.

. Authorities also ordered the
aircraft and vessels of the Air
Force and the Navy out of Chit-
tagong base and port as a pre-
cautionary measure. Troops
were also put on alert to help
posL-cyclone rescue operations.

Chittagong Port authorities
ordered ships from the jetty to
outer anch and suspended
all cargo handling at 2 pm. In
Mongla port, the ships were
also ordered to moor safely and
was cl at 8
am, The Daily Star Correspon-
dents from Chittagong and
Khulna reported.

Our Cox's Bazar Correspon-
dent reported last night that all
precaution measures were
taken by the district adminis-
tration. It lost telecommunica-
tion contact with Kutubdia is-
land at 7.30 High winds ac-
companied by rains created

fears among the le, who
- e l;flutﬂ:rs and

rushed to cyclon
concrete structures as the red

alert was sounded.

Barring about 50 fishing
boats, all the boats were back to
safety, said Kabir Ahmed. Pre-
sident of Fishing Boats Owners
Association.

Red lanterns and fl
hoisted atop roofs an

s were
trees

Red Crescent volunteers wilh
megaphones and officials were
warning of the impeding dan-

See Page 12 Col 6.

8o on display
from today

By Staff Correspondent

Pablo Picasso, Salvador
Dali, Elarc Chagall and many
other European master painters
— all are in Dhaka now. The
original art works of world-
class artists will be put on dis-
play at a week-long painting
exhibition that begins in the

city lﬂd:lv:;

The show titled 'Picasso and
Others’ would be held at
Shi ., @ contemporary art
gallery, with the stance of
Galerie Daniel Besseiche' of

France, says a press release.
The exhibition is considered as

the 'biggest art extravaganza'
ever in Dhaka.

A total of 124 original art
works of 45 painters and scul
tors will be put on dis .
mastér artists include., Pablo
Picasso, Marc Chagall, Sal-
vador Dali, Gianni Bertini,
Pierre Courtois, Paul Gen, and
other maestro.

.Beginning at 4:30 pm toda
at Shipangan at Dhanmondi
the show runt Octo-
ber 3 from 10 am to 8 pm every-

See Page 12 Col 3

10 DU students
hurt in clashes
with Katabon
shop owners

By DU Corfespondent
At least 10 ple were in-

jured in a clash between a

of students of Dhaka Unjvernitg
allegedly led by some Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) ac-
tivists clashed with shop own-
ers and empl at the adja-
cent Katabon market which be-
s to the DU.
itnesses said the students

da ed some shops and vehi-
cles during the hour-long clash
at around noon. Some 10 shots
were fired during the incident,
mostly by shop owners.

Witnesses and sources in the
halls said that the clash erupted
when JCD leader Monir Hos-
sain was assaulted by a sho
owner at the Katabon market.
Being informed, of this some
lll:lﬂ::iltl tidlllr:t:dddln l".l;li
rus Lo spot lhq

See Page 12Col 2 ' |
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Indonesian plane
crash kills 234

JAKARTA, Sept 26: An In-
donesian airbus A-300 crashed
as it approached an rt on
the smog hit island of Sumatra
today and burst into flames,
killing all 234 people on board,
officials said, reports AFP.

The domestic Garuda Air-
lines flight from Jakarta came
down in trees as it approached
the town of Medan in a hilly re-

on shrouded in thick haze
rom forest fires that have
spread smog over. southeast
Asia.

An official from the state air
line told a news briefing at the
company headquarters here
that flight Ga-152 from Jakarta
to Medan had 222 passengers on
board and a crew of 12 and none
of them survived.

The cause of the accident was
:ac}élg investigated, the official

The dead included two Amer-

icans and six Japanese, Antara
news said.
An Indonesian television

station reported that the plane
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had exploded in mid-air.

"The aircraft fell in Buah
Nabar, near Sembahe northeast
of here and the aircraft is still
in flames and cannot be ap-
proached, sergeant Sianturi
said from a military post in Si-
bolangit,. some 32 kilometres
(20 es) southwest of Medan
on Sumatra island.

He said the plane had hit
trees and crashed some three
kilometres (1.9 miles) from a
main road. g

A store-owner in the Si-
bol t district, Henri Ginting,
told AFP by telephone that the
site of the crash Buah Nabar,
was a small village in the hills.

Gintinsg said that visibility
in the Sibolangit area was
"quite bad because of the thick
haze."

The airbus crashed at 2:30
pm (0730 GMT) while it was ap-
proachin Medan from
Jakarta, Lieutenant Hando of
Medan police told AFP by tele-
phone.
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25m tons food output

target in 5th plan

By Reaz Ahmad

A toa;'ﬁet for raising the an-~
nual fi uction to 25 mil-
lion tons has been set in the
l:lrn sed Fifth Five Year Plan
FFYP). according to official
SOurces.

The target is to be achieved

2001- . the terminal year

the FFYP.

The plan will involve a total
outlay of Tk 2142 crore.

The draft of FFYP was re-
leased recently. The draft plan
is now being na]iaciilj incorpo-
rating suggestions and opinions
from different quarters.

The plan for raising food
m:ndn production includes 18

-based strategies to over-
come farmers' deficiencies like
low resource base, r skill
and illiteracy. In addition, to
increase the or ¢ content of
soil, special thrust will be given
on removing micro-nutrient de-
ficienctes, use of balanced fer-

tiliser ‘and Integrated Pest

Management (IPM). Ensuring
better input supply and fair
price of agri-products is also
another major component of
the strategy. :

The plan is based on
more use of HYV (high yielding
variety) seeds, and better utili-
sation of fertiliser and irriga-
tion, sources in the agriculture
m.i.niﬂtr}r said. »

Prospect of doubling wheat
cultivation area is considered
as a strategy to reach the target.
Over the years, cultivation of
Boro during dry season resulted
in over-extraction of ground
water. Gradual replacement of
Boro cultivation by wheat will
be a way out because wheat cul-
tivation needs lesser irrigation.
The what cultivation area rose
from 1.26 lakh hectares in 1970
to 7.8 lakh hectares in 1996-97.

If a temperature-tolerant
wheat variety can be evolved,

Seg Page 12 Col 8

JAMALPUR, Sept 26: A con-
ference of Melandaha thana
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal was
foiled today in a terrorist attack
that left some 50 people injured,

UNB.

Seven of the injured, includ-
ing district BNP convenor and
former deputy minister for
health Sirajul Haq and local
correspondent of the Dainik
Inqilab, were admitted to Ja-
malpur General Hospital.

e condition of Inqilab
correspondent Nurul Alam Sid-
diqui, who was stabbed repeat-
edly during the attack, was said
to critical.

Former state minister and
Jubo Dal general secretary
Goyeshwar Chandra Roy and

Poet Benazir
dead

By Staff Correspondent

Poet Benazir Ahmed died of
old-age complications at his
Nandakumar Dutt Road resi-
dence in the city yesterday. He

was 68, says a press release.

He left behind his wife, three
sons, twe daughters, eight

grandsons and
and a host admirers to
mourn his death.

His namaj-e-janaza will be
held at Chawkbazar Shahi
Mosque after Zohr prayers to-
day.

Benazir Ahmed has two
books to his credit and he was
editor of a monthly health

magazine for a few years.

Attack on Jubo Dal
confce: 50 injured

some other central leaders also
received minor wounds during
the melee.

Central Jubo Dal and JASAS
leaders at a press conference at
the press club here tonight
blamed ruling Awami League
and Jatiya Party for the attack.

The press conference was

addressed by hwar Chan-
dra Roy, Rezabuddowlah
Chowdhury, Wasimul Bari Ra-

iv, Khaled Rakib, Khandakar
tél_an Mortaza and Shahida Ak-
Police later arrested four
ple, including Melandaha
hana Jatiya Party president
Kismat Pasha, the district ad-
ministration sources said.

See Page 12 Col 3

Promotion rules
violated in

Titas Gas
Star Report
The Titas Gas management
e o o B
5 po
General Manager by " y
violating” the rules while a
number of "competent and se-
nior officials” have been made
"victims of injustice,” a

to findings ol an investigation
committee of the Energy Min-

istry.
L?h: management had fol-

‘lowed an "inconsistently out-

lined promotion criterion,” to
do it, the committee said in its
report, according to official

See Page 12 Col 4

jshahi University

m entering

2y0|1thsbeaten
to death in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two yo men were beaten
to death at Uttara under Can-
tonment thana in the city early
yesterday. | -

Thé dead were identified as
Imran, 22, and Dulal, 20. Both
of them were the residents of
Uttara. A group of beat
them up suspecting that they
were snatchers.

Police found fatally injured
Imran and Dulal lying on a
road at Uttara Sector No. 1 at
about 2 am.

They were immediately
taken to a nearby clinic, but the

1 on-duty doctors declared them

dead. e bodies were sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal for autopsy. ‘

A murder case was lodged
with Cantonment thana. How-
ever, none was arrested till last
night.

Female students
assault proctor,
house tutors of
Monnujan Hall

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 26: Several
hundred female students of Ra-
gheraoed the
official residence of Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Abdul Khalegue for
about 4 hours this morning de-
manding removal of Monnujan
Hall provost and proctor of the
university.

During the gherao the
students assaulted Proctor Prof
M Mukhlesur Rahman and
three house tutors of Monnujan
Hall.

The students of Monnujan
Hall also ransacked the provost
office last night for her (Dr

See Page 12 Col 3

| KSA deports 1800

Bangladeshi, Pak,

Indian nationals

KARACHI, Sept 26: A ship
carrying 1,800 Pakistani, In-
dian and Bangladeshi nation-

"Dy “Saugdil” Arabia

rich Kingdom 1 et

c om is aw r-

mission to berth at thcul.a:g:hl

Port, officials said today, re-
ports AFP. '

Al-Madina, with 732 Pak-
istanis and more than 1,000 In-
dians and Bangladeshis, .ar-
rived here from- Jeddah late

Thursday and was anchored
outside the Arabian Sea port at
Karachi.

It is still awaiting for a
berth, a senior official said.
Saudi authorities expelled

them for allegedl assi
the dnm'sgrulgu W
tions ol immigration, | of-
ficials said.

Sources here said the ca
tain of the ship had told the
authorities that several passen-
ﬁeru were sick while an uncon-

rmed report said two r-
See Page 12 Col 5 |

Rape: policeman
closed, but
victim missing

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 26: The po-
lice constable who allegedly

mﬁm:l a housewife at Nabadanga
village was closed, but the vic-
tim has been missing since yes-
terday.

Constable Mujibar Rahman
was handed over to the Rajpara
thana after the vill t
him red-handed and beat him
up on Thursday night.

Police, however, today said
the victim gave a statement that
she was not raped, and she was
sent to her village home. But
her neighbours on the village
said she did not reach home yet.

Condemning the incident,
city BNP president and district
general secretary, in a joint
statement, demanded punish-

| ment to the nfft:n_ der.
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