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off .pelccﬁﬂly in a number of
districts.

Some 100 ple were in-
jured and 50 shops were dam-
aged in clashes during hartal-

- hours in Barisal and adjoining
districts.
~ All modes of road transport
except rickshaw rerpained off
:It]:d_ rtt::d. v::icr vessels oper-
t with lesser aacngcm
The scheduled domeapt?c and in-
ternational flights to and from
ZIA were not affected.
Movement of trains at
places, particularly in the west-
ernr zone, was disrupted. The
engine of Rajshahi-bound 'Ti-
tumir Express” got derailed
nn:'r Rajshahi University in the
early morning due to a barri-

Etiutltihﬂﬂ institutions,

business houses and shops
across the country remained
closed. Government offices
functioned but with thin
turnout of officials and em-
ployees. Chittagunf Port func-
tioned partially. Incidents of
cocktail blasts at the port office
and Customs House were re-
ported.

There was no trading at the
Dh;kah Stock El'r.ict];ck es cLDSE]
and Chitt . ange
(CSE) mﬁdﬁ Due to lack of
quorum, DSE could not operate.

‘Rains in the mornin
near' absence of pro-hartal
pickets marked the hartal in
the city. A number of anti-har-
tal processions, led by ruling
party MP's from city con-
stituencies, were brought out
f;c]:m various areas in the capi-
tal.

Buses which were comman-
deered by police Wednesday
evening were seen plying on
major thoroughfares with their
conductors urging passengers to
avail of the services. But few
dared to travel.

In front of the Dhaka Stock
Exchange building anti-hartal
activists were seen jumping out
of one such bus with lathis and
chased pro-hartal procession-
ists.

Except in Mahakhali, Mou- -

chak and Nayabazar areas, pro
and anti-hartal activists did
not come face-to-face in the
city. Chase and counter-chase
and use of rubber bullets, water
cannon apd teargas shells by
police featured the stray, inci-
dents of violence in Dhaka.
In Khulna, at least 30 peu]ﬂe
- were injured, including eight
policemen, .in a fierce clash be-
tween AL and BNP supporters,
reports our correspondent.
. In Narayanganj, tlashes
betweén pro and anti-hartal
groups caused injuries to 10
e, two of them bullet-hit
while the district BNP office
. Hartal related violence
caused injuries .to 50
Kishoreganj, 30 in Lal-
monirhat, 20 in Manikganj, 15
in gylh:t. 12 1116 'Ne,té%kuna. 11
in Sirajganj, 10 in Chittagong,
- 10 in {%ajsjl'lahi. 10 in Natﬂnrge
and five in Sherpur. -

In] Joypurhat, at lealst hﬁﬂ
people were injured in clashes
during. the ha.rtalmu hours which

" led to the imposition of Section
144 in the town.
‘were arrested.

In the capital at least 20 peo-

ple were injured, five of them

and

in

Eleven people

A minibus carrying anti-hartal activists in the city

yesterday.

icharged pro-hartal activists
and lobbed tear gas shells to
disﬁerse the processionists at
Mahakhali and Nayabazar. Po-
lice also used hot water cannon
on the processionists in Ma-
hakhali area. At both the
points, pro and anti-hartal ac-
tivists exchanged brickbats off
and on for hours together.

A pro-hartal procession
brought out from BNP central
office was dispersed by police as
the processionists damaged
four minibuses at Bijoynagar at
about 10:30 am. BNP workers
led hlz party leaders Abdullah
Al oman, Abdul Motin

Chowdhury and Amanullah
Aman regrouped and tried to
roceed towards Kakrail from
aya Paltan, but police tear-
gassed and chased them to the

1:-5111’1'¥l office.

- The city saw a hugc deploy-
ment of lice, BDR and
Ansars, anti-hartal processions
led by ruling party MPs, Haji
Selim, Mokbul Ahmed, Kamal
Ahmed' Majumder, Saber
Hossain Chowdhury and Dr
HBM Igbal.

Anti-hartal processionists
were seen active from the Sram
Bhaban area to the Shapla
Chattar from around 10:15 am.
A mting of the employees of
Sonali Bank was' seen in

rogress in front of the Bank's
ead office building at Moti-
jheel area at about 10:45 am.

“admitted to DMCH. Police lath-
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200 injured during hartal |

—Star photo

Chase and counter chase
between pro and anti-hartal ac-
tivists were reported from vari- |
ous places including Motijheel
Commercial Area, Mahakhali.
Nayabazar, Shahjahanpur,
Sheorapara, Dhaka University
campus and some other areas of
the city.

Some buses were seen mov-
ing from outside Sayedabad bus
terminal for the city routes.
Passengers of these buses were
seen even on roofs and holding
sticks.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), student wing of BNP, and
the AL-backed Bangladesh |'
Chhatra League respectively
bmltlzﬁm several pro and anti-
hartal processions on the DU
campus and its adjoining areas
during the hartal hours.

Chase and counter chase
between BCL and JCD activists
took place in front of the
Badrunnessa College at around
10:15 am, witnesses said. Pro-
hartal activists also hurled sev-
eral cocktails at a police patrol
car from the roof of Zia Hall of
DU. Police recovered 20 cock-
tails from a bus stand on DU
campus.

Our Staff Correspondent re-
ports from Barisal: Over 100
activists of AL and BNP were in-
jured, at least 50 shops were
damaged and eight rickshaws
were set on fire in hartal-re-
lated violence in Barisal and its
adi'lninin districts — Patu-
akhali, alakati, Bhola, Bar-
guna and Pirojpur.

Five policemen were also in-
g.:red in Mehendiganj thana of
arisal. Of the injured, 30 were
admitted to Barisal Medical
College Hospital and different
thana health complexes.

In Khulna, at least 30 people
including eight policemen were
injured in a fierce clash be-
tween AL and BNP activists at
Phulbari gate at noon.

Police and witnesses told
Our Staff Correspondent in
Khulna, the clash followed an
attack by AL activists on the
BNP office at Phulbari gate. The
situation was brought under
control after riot police lobbed
25 canisters of tear gas shells
and fired 20 blank shots.

In Ehittagnng, at least 10
people including three police-
men were injured in sporadic
incidents of violence during
hartal hours.

Police said clash broke out
al Fatikchhari when proces-
sions brought by pro and anti-
hartal activists came face-to-

face at noon. Besides, pickets

clashed with police at Kazir
Dewrl.
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Youth Union refused
permission to
take oath at
Shikha Chiranton

By Staff Correspondent
The Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice (DMP) yesterday refused to
t the Bangladesh Youth
nion to organise an oath-

taking ceremony at'the Shikha
Chiranton lighting candles in
Suhra ddyan in the city

e

union took up the pro-
amme on the occasion of its
ree-day fifth national confer-

ence scheduled to begin at the

TSC of Dhaka University at 4

pm today.

Chairman of the union,
Muhammad Helaluddin, offi-
cially sought permission from
the DMP commissioner for
holding the session at the
Shikha Chiranton yesterday.

But the commissioner re-
gretted it saying, "Shikha Chi-
ranton is considered to be a
very vital place”.

Rao

From Page 1
1991-96 Rao administration
had been seriously flawed.

"Every day you would hear of
one scam or another. | became
like a joke.”

Jaya Jaitley, a spokes-
woman of the Samata mﬂlly}
Party said Rao had he the
most corrupt administration in
India.

The Congress. meanwhile,
refused to comment, uylng‘:!r'w:
have stated our position before
— the law will take its own
course. These are just charges,
nothing has been proved.”

BNP welcomes

From Page 1
tured. He has Initiated a neﬁ;
tiation and we welcome it,”
commented.

Mannan Bhuiyan also ex-
pressed his party’'s “high re-
ards” for President Sha-

abuddin.

Asked if BNP would join
Saturday's scheduled meeti
with city Mayor Moham
Hanif on a for se-

lecting sites for ng public

in the city. he replied,

have to create an atmo-

sphere for the meet by

releasing our arrested leaders

and withdrawing the unilateral

decision on the issue of meeting
venues.”

The Mayor banned holding
public meetings on the city
streets %lﬂ:r aclf:crtigg seven
spots in city pug::ne
earlier this month. Since n,
BNP and some other opposition

es clashed with over

0 rallies on the streets.

On 55 bybcr 21, a BNP -
tion its chairperson

m Khaleda Zia complained to
the President against the gov-

ernment “repression.”

BNP briefing

From Page
Mannan Bhuiyan said. “The
government is using the police
to implement the decision and
is establishing the police as ri-
vals of thi‘geople.“

The B secretary general
listed the alleged attacks by the
AL and police on the pickets at
some 25 points in the capital
and several areas outside it. The
city spots where the BNP lead-
ers and workers came under at-
tacks included Maghbazar,
Farmgate, Mahakhali, Naya
Paltan, Eskaton, Mouchak
g&aaérﬁeit;aglrpur Road, Shah-

, rerpool, Naya Bazar,
Shahajahanpur, PalIaE. Swa-
mi ., Motijheel Commercial
area. North-South Road, Bijoy-
naﬁar. Mirpur-1, Jatrabari and
Sadarghat.

Elaborating, he said a group
of "spoiled brats of the ruling
Earty urinated from the over-

ridge in front of the Mouchak
Market while a procession of
the Jatiyatabadi Mahila Dal,
BNP's women front, was pass-
ing by during the hartal.”

He also named several AL
MPs including Selim, Dr Igbal
and Saber Hossain Choudhury
for leading the attacks on the

. BNP leaders and workers.

Replying to a question,
Mannan Bhuiyan said his pa.rtz
would not announce any fres
agitation programme at the
moment and reminded of the
p{evti;:usly announced demon-
stration programmes on Sep-
tember 25 a%rd 30 and a mﬂ
road blockade on October 5.

-The

2 city BNP leaders
released
on bail

By Staff Correspondent

The convenor of Ramna
thana BNP and commissioner
of Ward No 56 of Dhaka City
Corporation Chowdh Alam
and the President of BNP unit of
the same ward Advocate Faruk
were released on bail ;

Thez were arrested during
hartal hours of August 24 from
Press Club area and ate
cases were flled against :

Jamaat’s three
preconditions to
join talks
with mayor

Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday
ve three preconditions to join
the discussion with the city
Mayor ﬁ;‘;ﬁlﬁc{m of 1!?[:& to
hold pu in city.
reportsm UHBW =
a statement responding to
the Mayor's proposed meeting
with the political es, Ja-
maat City Ameer ATM Azharul
islam said the di
held only after realisation of
the three-point demand.

The conditions are with-
drawal of the false cases filed
e 26 leaders and workers
general M':uur Rahman Niza-
mi, lifting of section 144 Im-
around Baitul Mukarram
osque and withdrawal of the
unilateral decision regarding
the meeting venues

He said the Mayor has uni-
laterally imposed a ban on
holding public meetings and
rallies on the city streets in the
name of removing traffic jam.
“It's totally undemocratic.

8 DU teachers

From Page 1
Ashrafuzzaman — were named
in the FIR. The two were known
as active members of the anti-
liberation forces in 1971.

Moinuddin is now living in
London while Ashrafuzzaman
is also living abroad. However,
the CID was yet to trace out
Ashrafuzzaman.

ASP Munshi Atiqur Rahman
i:rllf CID has been made the

Officer (10) of the
B eanand Dl 10

According to the FIR, the
seven other DU teachers who
were allegedly killed by the
anti-liberation forces were Dr
Mortuza, Santosh Bhatta-
charya, Sirajul Huq, Anwar
Pasha. Dr Abul Khair, Dr Fazlul
Mohi and Rashidul Hasan.

A senior CID official said
t had already interrpgated
about six relatives of the a!ht
deceased teachers. The CID
team in its investigation pro-
cess would in the rela-
tives of the victims, witnesses
of the incident and the neigr
bours of the teachers at the DU

at that time.

, the CID will seek the
help of Interpol and the gov-
ernments of the countries
where the persons involved in
the kil were now staying.

CID sources said, acco
to preliminary information, a
group of people two of whom
were Moinuddin and Ashrafuz-
zaman, came to the DU cam
sometime in December 1971 in
a state-owned pa er bus.

gang forced the t teach-
ers to board into the vehicle and
took them away.

Housewife raped
From Page 1

The villagers beat up the
constable handed over him

to lgabjupa:a thana.
ce, however, refused to
give any information about the

incident. Local le alleged
that the thana had not regis-
tered any case.

Khaleda

From Page 1

pressed her firm commitment

to continue the movement for

protecting the country's inde-

pendence, sovereignty, democ-

racy and the sﬁe‘ﬂwu life and

pro . "Insha-Allah, we will
.- she said.

The Leader of the Opposition
also expressed her sympathy
for the people who were arrested
and received in{]u;‘ics or fell
victims to "the terrorism un-
leashed by the government and
the ruling party” during the
hartal.

WB to give expertis?

From Page 1

the Bank was trying to address
the governance issues through
non-lending services such as
the much-discussed Bangladesh
report — Government that
Works — prepared in close con-
sultation with civil society and
the government.

"It (the Bangladesh report)
sets out a phased approach to
public sector reform tailored to
the country's political and eco-
nomic realities," it said, adding
imprnﬂlgg governance was also
addres within ongoing pro-
jects.

During the 1997 fiscal that
ended in June, the Bank's fresh
commitments to Bangladesh
amounted to 321 million US
dollars and its disbursement
315 million dollars, with ap-
proving four operations.

Lendlnf to the region to-
talled 2,011.6 .million dollars,
of which 1,385.1 million came

from the International Devel-
opment Association (IDA), the
Bank's soft-loan window.

The Bank's annual report
mentioned the South Asian
economies, reflecting the re-
gion's recent reforms, with
most countries achievin
healthy GDP and export gr

rates, improved creditworthi-
ness and increased foreign in-
vestment.

But, despite these achieve-
ments, the region still con-
tributes only one per cent of
world trade, attracts less for-
eign investment than other re-
gions, and is home to 40 per
cent of the world's , it said.

Identifying infrastructure
development as to attract-
ing furﬂ? capital, the report
said the Bank was helping im-
prove the utilisation and
maintenance of roads and facil-
itate rural access to markets.

Bangladesh's Second Rural

Roads and Markets project is
improving rural trans and
trading infrastructure by facili-

ta exploration of the oppor-
tunities presented by the Ja-
muna bridge, it observed.

The World Bank, however,
noted some happy develop-
ments of cooperation among
countries in the region.

India and Nepal recentl
signed a treaty to integrate
develo nt plans for Ma-
hakali river, and India and

on arrange-
o e b ol
the G river and to restore

e can be | wife F
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Nurunnahar
Samad dead

m Nurunnahar Samad,

Minister Abdus
Samad , died at Diabetic
Hospital early.yesterday. She
was 60, reports 55%

She was laid to rest at Ba-

nani ard.
Begum . who was hos-

pitalised on September 17 in an
unconscious state I'uuomm
brain haemorrhage. brea
her last at 1:30 am.

She left behind her husband,
three sons, one daughter and a
host of relatives and admirers
to mourn her death.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina expressed pro-
found shock at the death of Be-
gum Samad.

Prime Minister Hasina,
ministers, leaders of different
political parties, senior ecivil
and military officials visited
the official residence of the
Foreign Minister in the morn-

::lg to pay their last respect to
er.

Her first namaz-e-janaza
was held at Kala Jame
Masjid premises after Asr
ﬂ'l{:rl and second at Baitul
ukarram National Mosque

after Magreb prayers.
Her

toda Asr prayers at the
dﬂcﬂl residence of the Foreign
Minister at 37 Eskaton Garden.
Begum Samad hailed from a
rst;lp::itable Hst:lllm I:Il:;ﬂy at
pur in Sirajganj district.
Shcjubulned MA in Gen-

EII?M in Imfmnélﬂhn—
niversity. us mad
Azad m.m'rleuzly Nurunna-

har on June 28, 1958.
Various organisations, in-

cluding Jativa Mahila s-
tha., o the deuthm-
gum Nurunnahar.

Buyers concerned

- From Page 1
the country, the statement said.
Quddus has urged BNP chief
Begum Khaleda Zia and all
other opposition leaders to keep
the export-oriented nts
. sector out of the of har-
tals and other political pro-
rammes to save the sector
m ‘'total devastation,’
Former president of BGMEA
Anisur Rahman Sinha,
to The Daily Star yesterday,
said there are already 400 to
500 factories which are unable

to open LCs because of stocklots
created d the past political
turmoil in 1995. "A large num-

ber of factories are now

to stand on their feet from the
massive losses they suffered. A
further blow to them would fin-
ish them off.,” he said, a

that the buyers are now

about the prevailing situation

in Bangladesh.
PCIJSS

From Page 1
Tripura on Saturday, its
upremo Jyotirindriyva Bod-
hipriya Larma met a number of
tribal leaders. During his two-
day stay at his tem office
at Dudukchhara in Khagrach-
hari, he briefed them about his
talks with the rmment side.
He reportedly urged them to
send their views on the draft ac-
cord as soon as ible, partic-
ularly on land management
and L&'ﬂgoscd regional council
for HT, to be headed and
-dominated by tribesmen.
Sources said he also told
them bluntly to give up any
reservations
drawal of the
pulsion of settlers and forma-
tion of a "Jummaland”, or a
self-ruled homeland for the
tribal people, outlined in the
five-point charter of demand he
had tabled earlier at the talks
with NCCHT in Janu last.
He also told them both the
government and the PCJSS had
made concessions, which he did
not disclose and urged them to
have confidence in his leader-
ship for a better future for the
tribesmen and peace in the CHT
after decades.

CHT leaders

From Page |
end the decades-old violence in
CHT, official sources said.

A treaty is likely to be si
sometime in October in Kha-

E:chhari after a meeting with
NCCHT

Hansadhajj Chakma, Con-
venor of the Liaison Committee
of NCCHT and PCJSS. will also
be attend
the office NC Convenor
and Chief Whip of Jatiya

Abul Hasnat Abdullah.
Chi; h oy bou ttir:
Whta separately about
velopments in theﬂl‘yl'r, particu-
larly the reaction among differ-
ent groups in the region after
last 's announcement
PCJSS Chairman Jyotirindriva
Bodhipriya Larma t he had

rail inks that have been sev-
ered since 1965.

JI’*“I?*"ll

a draft for a
treaty, the sources said.
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today's meeting at |

: N being resorted to by
unscrupulous traders sim lous elements. They investi-
fraternity in Dubai. Reconditioned Car Dealers

So one could a 1988 1%‘ Association has expressed con-
utaC;gﬂ:th tt'nt?l:al‘ cern over the situation in a
o Drgaant h'ﬁh'-". ing i memorandum to the authorities
uine 1992 model which would g o had in
cost more. These vehicles are 1 or 1l models of »
not available at the show rooms gre “&mh to
as these are kept elsewhere and (100 5 said. showing

It mﬁwmm -

I case

of the bus. It was parked at the  are making & gaod st be oe
Fround of Engineers’  complained. It is not only
nstitution. lrtht!ﬂ;ldm cheating the state but also the

:r:':rc allowed to 4 customers, who often face

B
Sources concerned said that develops problems, to
s contrary
ing the :Id memJ.t teow i ay Sasiun.,
awa es panese -
. a -
froup, doctrs e decuments  League factions
apan, er 3
year of manifacture clash at Tongi
registration and giving new '
e e e el
‘ are shipped or

ladesh.

When these arrive, doctored
MW to cus-
toms . With the hel
of the unscrupulous customs of-
ficials, they are cleared.

Registration causes no prob-
lem at the BRTA with inside

help. Even h:l:;ﬂhe; are not t.ll:;
ways requ present,
dealers sa

e g‘uhul ;l;ehlclu are offered

yers, sellers making a
good profit cheating the -
ernment of duties, r\lrﬁ:httng'?:w
and harming traders mu ?gl;'-
m.m&vml luxury models

e Hospital in
condition.

The clash was learnt to be an
outburst of inner conflict of the
two factions who fielded
rate candidates for the
CBA election of the industry.
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