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fl Who are the defending Eu- |
! | ropean soccer champions?
| [ Borussia inter | Barcelona
12 Hew many countries will

take part in the World Youth |
Cup cricket? |

I
13 4 15

3 | How many ttles has Pete |
graa won this year to

R d |

| date

|
| 4 LI T
]4 Which nation finished third |
| | inthe SAFF Championship? |

Srilanka | Pakistan Nepal
5 | For which team will cricketer |
Nannu play next season?
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Ajay Jadeja
(Indidh cricket vice-ca
"If you go to a disco after los

ing, people say these guys were
paid to throw away lhe maitch,

tain)

now they are partyi
On fans' psycho n

match-fixing ch

against Indian cri

Inoue, Pratt
reach qgtrs

SURABAYA, Sept 25:
Japan's Haruka Inoue of Japan
and Australian Nicole Pratt up-
set high seeds Wednesday, ad-
vancing to the quarterfinals of
the 155,340 dollars Wismilak
International women's tennis
tournament, reports AP,

Top seed Dominigque van
Roost of Belgium also advanced,
defeating Japan's Miho Saeki 7-
6 (7-3).

- Inoue, ranked 122nd in the
world, beat second seed Henri-
gla? I'gagj,rt}va of Slovakia 6-3, 5-

Nayyova collapsed in agony
with cramps alter the {inal

int of the 2-hour, 30- minute:
attle,

"It is a long time, since 1
played in such heat. I'm not
coming to hot countries again,"”
said Nagyova, ranked 44th in
the world. "It was very difficult
o play, but I felt quite fit until
4 -4 in the third set.”

Pratt eliminated third seed
Tamarine Tanasugarn of Thai-
land 7-5, 6-2.

Sixth seed Sarah Pitkowski
oi France defeated Australian
Kerrv-Anne Guse 6-3, 4-6, 6-3,
and unheralded Lenka Ne-
meckova of the Czech Republic
won when American Erika de
Lone withdrew as she was trail-
ing 6-1, 3-0.

In a remaining first-round
match, Nana Miyagi of Ja an
eliminated American Jole
Watanabe 6-4, 6-3.

-
Romario back
. L
n Spain

VALENCIA. Spain, Sept 25:
Brazilian striker Romario ar
rived back in Valencia on
Wednesday after five weeks of
treatment in his home country
and -saild he hoped to play
against Real Madrid this week-
end, reports Reuter.

Romario tore an abductnr
muscle on August 22 %

a pre-season [riendly for nﬁ:
cia against his furmer club
Flamengo.

“I'm 90 per cent fit at the
mn“ll;?it: R linariu said. "l
wou e a ainst Real
Madrid. Thatsp agm motiva-
tialr for a footballer.

The return of the tempestu-
ous Romario will be a boost to
Valencia who have not won a
point from their first three
games in the First Division,

- Last week the club sacked
their Argentine coach Jor e
Valdano. The new coach
Claudio Rainieri, the ex-
~ Fiorentina coach.

Romario, 31, said he had not

spoken to Rainieri before his

arrival in Spain and he had no

idea about the new
olane rcﬂachu

after
llllﬂ'-
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World number one Martina Hingis of Switzerland in action against Austria's Marion

Maruska in the Lepzig Open on Wednesday. Hingis won 6-3, 7-5.

— AP/UNB photo

Swede spoils German party

MUNICH, Se
Defending c am
pion Boris Becker
made a sad, sub-
dued 6-3, 6-2 exit
today from the
opening round of the 6 million
dollars Grand Slam Cup as
Swede Jonas Bjorkman contin-
ued his momentum after a
weekend of Davis Cup triumphs,
report agencies.

Bjorkman, whose semifinal
showing at the US Open boosted
him to a career-best 13th in the
world rankings, went from
strength to strength as he beat
Becker three days after virtu-
ally single- hﬂndﬂ'dl}' taking
chdcn into next month's
Davis Cup final against the
United States in a 4-1 win
against Italy.

Becker lost a 3-1 lead in the
opening set and was never able
to get back into contention
against the 25-year-old Scan-
dinavian.

Despite a lack of Grand Slam
results in 1997, organisers gave
the 29-year-old Becker a wild
card entry into the 16-man
field, mainly as a crowd-puller.

"Obviously I thought | had a
chance before the match,"” said
Becker, who has played little
competitive tennis since his
emotional farewell to Wimble-
don in July,

‘Bul | haven't played a seri-
ous tournament for over two
and a half months and I had an
opponent on the other side of
the net who's had probably the
best summer of his career,

"He was clearly the better

player.
ker said he could enter
next year's Grand Slam Cup if
he was awarded a wild card for
it.
"I'm not saying | will but if
I'm able lnmnpcle at my best, |
t." he said.
orld number one Pete
Sampras an on Wednesday
what could his most lucra-
tive week of the year, overcom-
ing a brave challenge from Fe-
lix Mantilla to reach the second
round.
Sampras,

appearing for the
sixth Hrm: in

¢ Munich event
for the top performers from all
four Grand Slams, beat the in-
form Spaniard 6-4, 3-6, 6-2 to
make sure of at least 750,000
dollars in prize money.

The American now meets
Swede Jonas B{nrkmln

Sampras, the Australian
Open and Wimbledon cham-
pion, earned 250,000 dollars for
reaching the quarterfinals plus
a 500,000 bonus for his two
Grand Slam wins.

After a tense start Sampras
broke Mantilla to lead 4-3 and
wrapped up the first set 6-4. He
seemed in control until two
double faults allowed Mantilla,
winner of five tournaments this
year, to break him and go 5-3 up
in the second set.

Mantilla took that set 6-3,
only to see Sampras move back
ihto top gear by his
serve in the second game ol the
decisive sei. |

‘He returned really well,

putting a lot of pressute on my
serve.” said Sampras. "It was let

down by my serve at times and |
made for too many unforced er-
rors. The most | t thing
mmmnbutlmuﬂphybctler
than | did today from now on.
Sampras, to bounce
back alter his shock fourth
round exit to Czech Petr Korda
at the US Open, has won more
money in the Grand Slam Cup

than an pla

The 1990 witines had earned
5. 39 million dollars in the
Munich tournament alone be-
fore this year, which is nearly
20 per cent of his career earn-
ings of 27.46 million dollars.

US Open winner Pat Rafter,
appearing for the first time in
the event, used his powerful
serve-and-volley game to oust
m;:ms Mu:tm'.ﬁe-d b?r 3.

"l was surpri the way |
volleyed today. It worked vgn'
well," said Aualrahan Rafter,
who will meet Chilean Marcelo
Ril'.’;l for a place in the semifi-
nals

Austrian Muster, who hates
the super-fast surface of Mu-
nich's Olympic Hall, was left
still looking lor his first win in
the tournament, which he has
now contested five Limes.

Korda also stayed in con-
tention for the 1.5-million-dol-
lar cheque awarded to the win-
ner. The Czech was leading
Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten 6-3,
5-3 when the French Open
champion retired with a sore
right e .

Korda will now meet' Wim-
bledon finalist Cedric Pioline
of FranE_t.

Thai bid

KUWAIT, Sept 25:
The Olympic
Council of Asia
decided Tuesday
to allow Thailand
to continue pre-
parations for the 1998 Asian
Games, but gave it two months
to show progress in solving or-
ganisational problems sur-
rounding Asia's premier sport-
ing event, reports AP.

Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahad al-
Sabah of Kuwait, president of
the council, told reporters of the
decision after a meeting to re-
view Thailand's handling of the
event. A Thai delegation at-
tended the meeting.

"We decided today to con-
tinue with Bangkok 1998."
Sheikh Ahmad said. He added
that he would head a follow-up
committee that would meet in
Bangkok in two months to re-
view what has been done.

A final decision on the fate
of the Games will be made by
the general assembly of the OCA
in December, he said.

"As long as Bangkok man-
ages to solve the problems, the
Games will stay in Bangkok.”
Sheikh Ahmad said. "If not,
there will always be a solution.
There will always be a replace-
ment.”
~ He said four cities were in-
teresied in hosting the Games,
but declined to name them.

The Olympic Council of Asia
retains ultimate authority over
the competition, scheduled for

ok in December 1998,

Sheikh Ahmad said the
Bangkok organisers have still
not resolved problems of ac-
commodation, transportation,
ticketing and s-ccurit}f

In August, when the council
had issued a veiled threat to

eley

Bangkok to sort thi out, it
had also expressed unhappiness
with the slatus of the g y-to-

day events schedule, mcdta
management, staffing and fail-
ure to recognise the council's

authuﬂt{'

ittle JJrﬂgress has been
made on building highways and
rail networks necessary to link
subutban stadiums with the
I:H.ﬁ' and critics fear Bangkok
will bc showcased as an urban
nightmare of traffic jams and

Company becomes

Honduran coach

TEGUCIGALPA, Scpt 25°
Honduras named Peruvian
Miguel Company as their new
national team coach on Tues-
day, reports Reuter,

ny, who coached Peru

at the Copa America two years
ago, said he had signed a one-
ear contract to taketharge of

he Central American nation's

Hunduraﬂ were knocked out
of the CONCACAF World Cup
qualifiers last year, losing their

place in the final stage of the
cumpetitinn ta Jamaica.

not out of threat

pollution.
Sheikh Ahmad said on

Tuesday the OCA signed an
agreement with the Thai delega-
tion outlining these problems
and the two-month timetable
for solving them.

He said, "I feel comfortable”
with Thai assurances that they
can overcome the problems.

Last month, the Ban uk
Asian Games ﬂrganiaing
mittee said it is "very con-
cerned” that Sheikh Ahmad
had been "misinformed con-
cerning the state of *in
organising the Games and in-
vited him to make an inspec-

tion.
The Council could decide to

postpone the Games or shift
them to another city that al-
ready has the necessary infras-
tructure.
The Thai deputy prime min-
ister heading the Bangkok or-
anising committee, Sukhavich
sitpol, is one of the least
opular members of Prime
inister Chavalit
Yongchaivudh's %uvernment.
whic has been pilloried for the

country'

mittee, which he sai

S economic crisis.
Chavalit recently removed

Sukhavich as education minis-
ter after
handing out bribes and using
the education budget to build
hotels instead of schools.

he was accused of

Nonetheless, he is a longtime
friend of Chavalit, and was

allowed to retain his title of
deputy prime minister and re-
main in charge of the organiz-
ing committee.

Sheikh Ahmad said he was

pl:amd the prime minister had

ven more authority to Thai-
's National Olympic Com-
has the
ence to deal with organi-
sational problems.

He announced a 10 million
dollars deal with Acer Com-
puter of Taiwanc;fwhich has be-
come a partner of the games and
will be responsible for the com-

ter
wmm contract raised
sponsorship funds to 82 mil-
lion dollars, Sheikh Ahmad

said. He ed the figure to
rise to more than 100 million
dollars.

Eri Imai, a member of Shape Up Girls, a Japanese enter-
tainmefit group, who is selected as one of Nagano Winter
- Olympic torch relay runners, holds a torch during press
conference marking the 100-day before the start of the

relay in Tokyo on Sept 24.

— AP/UNB photo

fielder said. The

LEIPZIG., 25: Martina
thgll the world's top-ranked
layer, struggled Wednesday (o
al Austria's Marion Haruika
in straight sets at the 450,000
dullar: Leipzig Open, reports

Thc Swiss teenager con-
verted her first match point in
79 minutes against Maruska to
win 6-3, 7-5 and reach the quar-
terfinals.

But Hingis, who regularly
routs her opponents, couldn’t
gain a deci break in the sec-
ond set against a player ranked
53rd in the world unul she went
up 6-5.

Germany's Anke Huber,
looking to wln the title for the
third t year, beat Italy’'s
Silvia Farina in her first-round
match. The fifth seed won 6-4,
6-2 in 63 minutes.
hu;m nmn'-el tlhmk Id like to win

again ink my game is
Elelung better and better,” said

Huber next faces Spain's
Magui Serna, who beat Laurence
Courtiers of Belgium 6-3, 6-4.
Indonesia’s Yayuk Basuki also
advanced with a 7-6 (8-6). 6-3
win over France's Amelie
Cocheteux.

Diego backs
Chilean
booters

SANTIAGO, Chile, Sept 25:
DT Maradona on Wu:lnudny
he "and soccer pll{ef’l

around the world” su
Chilean colleagues llrlklng for
better working conditions, and
ar movements

warned sim
ut South

may erupt thruu
America,

"No one lhuuld dismiss the
possibility of this turning into
a South American strike.” the
Argentine superstar told a news
conference.

Maradona, sitting next to a
hruadlz smiling president of
the ilean Players’ Union,
Carlos Ramos, vowed that the

World Players' Union, which he |

presides over, would fully sup-
port the Chilean strikers.

“Chilean players have the
support of the world” union and
here is its president — for what-
ever they might need,”
Maradona said.

“l thank the Chileans for al-
lowing me to join their strike.”
he said. "Any player who doesn't
feel of this strike is not a
real soccer player. be it in South
America or anywhere else in
the world.”

Maradona is in Chile with
his team Boca Juniors for a
South American Supercup
match against Chilean cham-
pion Colo Colo late Wednesday.

In spite of the strike, o
Colo players were authorised by
the union to play against Boca

Juniors.

The Chlledn playérs’ strike
idled the local tournament for
the lasi 10 days. It was called to
protest delurn of up to two
months by some clubs in paying

salaries. Players are also de-
gndjng a social security sys-

Maradona called the
Chilean players' demand "just
cause that will benefit Chilean
soccer for a long time to come.

This is not just a matter of three
or four matches."

Effenbergs

acquitted

MOENCHENGLADBACH,

Germany, t 25: German soc-
cer star Stefan Effenberg and
his wife were acquitted on
Wednesday on charges of carry-
ing out a brutal assault on a
drunken man outside their
home, reports Reuter.
Judge Bernd er-Batter-
mann said there was no proof
that Effenberg. The controver-
sial captain of Borussia
Moenchengladbach, or his wife
Martina had kicked and in-
sulted metalworker Helmut van
Thriel in December last year.

"This case shouldn't have
come to court. It only came to
this because I'm Stefan Effen-
berg.,” the 29-year-old mid-
prosecution
case collapsed after witnesses
made contradictory statements
about the incident.

Van Thriel admitted he
could not remember anyth
about the night in question an
a neighbour of the Effenbergs
gave testimony which did not
tally with the facts of the case.

e blondeharied star's ca-
reer has often been controver-

sial. He was sent home from the
1994 World Cup finals in the
United States er making an
obscene gesture at German fans
during a match. He has not
played for his country since.

ffenberg, dre in a dark
three-piece ault told the court
he had onl tuuched Van Thriel
briefly with the sole of his foot
to see if he was still alive.

He said the man was com-
Pletel y drunk at the time of the
ncident and smelled strongly
of urine and excrement.

"I wouldn't want to touch
someone like that. That's why I
only prodded him with the nnlr
of my foot,” he told the court in
the western town of Moen-
chengladbach.

In July, a lower court ordered
former rman international
Eﬂ'enher and his wife Martina
to pay 390.000 marks (220.000)
dollars for the alleged attack.
Wednesday's hearings was
ordered after the couple ap-
pealed st that ru ljng."

The f{ive-hour court session
mntained an element of drama
when Effenberg's lawyers pro-
duced another neighbour as a
surprise witness who backed up
the couple's version of events.

Prosecutors complained the
witness had been conjured up
"like a rabbit out of a hat" but
were left with little option but

to Effenberg and his wife
showld be accaitiod

LONDON, Sept
i:.‘ i| A 2-] ﬂ(lur}r ln
i | Slovakia on
Frasece 99 Wednesday sent
pi Hpaln into next

—— year's World Cup
fnals Whllt' Georgia's seem-
ingly meaningless 1-0 defeat of
Moldova caused celebrations in
Austria and Scotland but con-
sternation in [Italy. reports
Reuter.

Spain’s confident win -
antees their place in the finals
either as Group Six winners or
Europe's best runners-up and
they n only a point from
their last game against the
Faroe Islands to clinch top
ahead of Yugoslavia. Only a win
by the Faroes in Spain can deny
Group Four leaders Austria a
place in France.

Georgia's victory in Group
Two means that ltaly can no
longer finish as best runners-
up.

If Italy beat on Oc-
tober 11 they will win the group
and England will face a play-
off. A draw in Rome or a
for England sends Glenn -
dle’'s team th and leaves
the Italians in the play-offs.

The results also mean that
the best runners-up place will

: ,..-J=P
b

Ihegn Maradnna (C) nf Boca Jumnrl :trugg

Colo. Colo during

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Sept 25: Off-form
Diego Maradona
was substituted at
halftime as Boca
' Juniors  lost 2-1
away to Colo Colo of Chile in
the South American Super Cup
on Wednesday, reports Reuter.

Maradona playing outside
Argentina for the first time
since beginning his fifth come-
back, appeared to be feeling the
affects of his fourth match in
ten days at the age of 36.

He often looked lethargic
and even misplaced passes
during 45 inspired minutes in
the Group One game played in
Santiago.

Maradona was replaced by
Diego Latorre, the man he has
cuntrnvtmiall}' displaced from
the Boca team, but Colo Colo
went on to win 2-1 thanks to a

late goal former Chilean in-
ternational striker Ibo Basi.
* It was the first time

Maradona had been part of a
losing team in the six matches
he has Elayed in the latest
comeback of his amazing ca-
reer.

Colo Colo, backed by a
50,000 crowd, took the lead in
the 37th minute through Ar-
gentine forward Marcelo Es-

ina, Boca, Argentina's most .

anatically supported club,

almost certainly go to Group
Four and with I-I.ﬂl likely to

top the group Scotland will
probably ﬁ': lhrmgh if they beat
Latvia at

Spain become the fourth Eu-
ropean qualifier to date, join-
ing Bulgaria, Romania and
Norway in the 32-team tour-
nament. Holders Brazil. hosts
France. five African nations
and three South Americans are
also through.

Guillermo A;idqr Hﬁmﬁ
in Spain's vital in T
minute — just a minute after
Jozef Majoros had threatened
g}ydﬂa wr celebrations
t 1-1.
mﬂkmﬁarvl:: had headed
home an Alfonzo Perez' cross
two minutes into the second
h:iftn put Spain into a deserved

And despite a couple of

scares as for-
- ward in the c minutes,
Spain held out to cele-

brations throughout the coun-
try.

Apart from their al
shoot-out defeat by . ty

h:tyu.r‘l

'l'hqhmmﬁnmﬂyham

DHAKA FRIDAY, SEVTEMBER 26, 1997

Spam book French berth

ualised a minute later, when
exican striker Luis Hernan-
dez scored on his debut.

Latorre gave the team new
life in the second half but they
were unable to captalise on a
series of chances.

Colo Colo top Group One
with nine points from three
games but play their three re-
maining matches away from
home only the group winners
qualify for the semifinals of the
competition, which is played
every year between winners
of the Libertadores

Brazil's Vasco da Gnma had
two player sent off as they
crashed 5-1 to River Plate in
Buenos Aires in Group Three.

. Vasco were utterly out-

classed the Argentine cham-
ions a.nbg were 3-0 al

ftime even with 11 men. Al-

e Elias
recalled

RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 25:
Midfielder Ze Elias was recalled
by Brazil for the first time in
more than one on Tuesday
when he was included in the
squad for next month's friendly
at home to Morocco, reports
Reuter.

les to break hugh the defence wall of the

p match in Santi on Sept 24. Bm- lo
engagement to the g‘ulen?trb 2-1. ll'ﬂ 4

| dona fails to buck up Boca

I:hmr away

fUNBphoto

ter the break, they had mid-
fielder Luisinho u-nt nﬂ' l'l:lr

twice ld::ld:f
defende auro ﬂn dli-

missed for a second bookable
offence.

Mercelo Salas, Sebastian
Rambert and Roberto Montser-
rat scored in the first half for
River, while l-g:rnan Diaz, with
a ty, and Ramon Medina
leenm:imde it five, Edmundo
grabbed Vasco's consolation.

Despite missing injured
Uruguayan plamaker Enzo
Francescoli, ver, who top
Group Three with maximum
points from three . could
comfortably have hled their
tally if they had taken their
chances.

None of the four Brazilian
lﬁinma wh:in]:am played so far
this week have managed a win
between them.

Gremio had to come from
two goals behind to force a 2-2
draw at home to Colombia's
Atletico Nacional in Grou
Four where both their
were scored by midfielder
;‘ccmlﬂjr signed from Itnljrl

apoli

On Tuesday, Hm:go

1-0 at home to Argentina
Sarsfied in Grnu Two Ifhﬂe
Sao Paulo drew away to

Lompia of Paraguay in the same
group.
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