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Albright criticizes settlement expansion

Israel vows to build 300
new units in West Bank

Trisha Yearwood poses with her award for female vocalist of
the year backstage at the Country Music Association
~ Awards show in Nashville, on Wednesday.

— AP/UNB photo
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JERUSALEM, Sept 25: Bol-
stered by revelations that have
deeply embarrassed Yasser
Aralat, Israell Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu raised the
stakes in his war of words with
the Palestinian leader and
ﬁrm'nilcd to build another 300

ousing units in the West Bank,
reports AP.

His pledge to settlers
Wednesday night that construc-
tion would n soon in the
settlement of Efrat, south of
Bethlehem. was sure to anger
the Palestinians and irritate
the United States, which had

| asked Israel for a temporary

=

halt in settlement expansion.
"We are buiiding both in
Efrat and in Judea and
Samaria,” he said, us the
biblical name for the West
Bank. "And we are to
build more both in Efrat and
around it... The land of Israel is
being built in front of our eyes,
and that's a good thin."
Netanyahu timed his an-
nouncement as Arafat was
scrambling to defend himself
ainst Israeli accusations that
s Palestinian Authority had
let four suicide bombers slip
away. Arafat ordered the ar-
rests Wednesday of 20 suspected

Islamic militants and tightened
security at the Nablus city jail
where Hamas activists are held.

The arrests came a day after
Israel identified four suicide
bombers from two recent at-
tacks in .Jerusalein as Hamas
activists from the village of As-
sira near Nablus. The July 30
and Sept. 4 attacks killed 25
people, including five bombers.

srael's Channel Two televi-
sion, quoting unnamed security
sources, said there were “spe-
cific warnings" of another
bomb attack in the near future.

"What is needed at this mo-
ment is for the Palestinian Au-
tdht:lnt mf:gh those who lead it to
| the t against terrorism
and thus make progress in the
political process possible,” Ne-
tanyahu said.

eace talks between Israel.
and the Palestinians have been
stalled since March, when Is-
rael broke on a new Jew-
ish neighbourhood in disputed
East Jerusalem. Since then,
each side has accused the other
of obstructing their resump-
tion.

US Secretary
Madeleine Albri
visit to the r
month, had as

of State
ght, on her first
on earlier this
for a "time-

’Strong Sino-US ties crucial
for world stability’

BEILJING, Sept 25: Building
strong relations between the
United States and China is es-
sential for mutual prosperity
and stability US Trcasury Sec-

¥

engagement is the most likel

means (o make progress on

of the issues we have with

China.” .
"We just have to invest more

retary Robert Rubin sald of our time and energy on
- Thursday, reports AP. China,” Rubin said.
We in the United States The first senior US official

to visit since China convened
its 15th Communist Party
Congress, Rubin lauded an an-
nouncement by Jiang at the
gathering that the government
will begin selling off some

have an enormous interest in a
successful China,” Rubin said in
as h at Beijing's People's
University. "As China becomes
more integrated into the global
economy ... we need to work to-

'Fether on a wide range of
ronts.”

Despite lingering points of
friction. Washington and Bei-
Jing are working extra hard to
generate goodwill ahead of Chi-
nese¢ President Jiang Zemin's
trip, to the United States late
next month.

Rubin said he expected
Jiang's visit to be a major step
forward in improved relations.

He emphasized that the US
and China remain al odds on

state-owned enterprises to help
restructure inefficient indus-
tries. _ ;

Such steps are needed to
promote competitive industries
as China opens its markets to
foreign goods and services Lo

ain admission to the World
ade Organisation, he noted.

During his meetings, Rubin
also will urge Beijing to imple-
ment and enforce existing
agreements, such as the one on
intellectual property rights.

rtant issues. including fi-

(any 1§ Rubin Jaid out a seven-point
‘nancial liberalisation, the free

list of economic chal es fac-

flow 6fitinformidtion. and h:* ing China. including enhancing
man rights. Bat both nations:  competition. *Sl,r(‘tnﬂl hening fi-
need a “steady and strong” rela- nancial markets, increasing

the free flow of information,
combating corruption, improv-
ing the rule of law, expanding
market transparency and in-
creasing openness and integra-
tion into the global economy.

tionship to Elﬁ ensure each
other's success, he said.

"The question is what is the
best way to advance our inter-
ests and beliefs.” Rubin said.
"We believe that the process of

Cargo shicp capsizes in Lanka:
A Caribbean owned ship loaded with food for the isolated
northern Jaffna Peninsula sank in bad weather off Colombo

Thursday after springing a leak, an official said,
from Colombo. FECELE - A ESROTD
The crew of the MV Astoria — two Philippinos and 12 Sri
Lankans — were rescued by tug boats before the ship sank three
kilometres (1.8 miles) from the Coloembo Port, E-EICF a port offi-

cial on condition of anonymity.
~_The 1,600 ton ship owned by the Astoria Shipping Cuml)an}r
y local

of St Vincent in the Caribbean, had been chartered b

. traders to carry rice, flour and sugar to the peninsula which
be reached only by sea and air. o i

'Mir safe for US astronaut': .

former astronaut heading up a safety review panel is urging the
US space agency chief to send astronaut David Wolf to Mir,
saying the Russian space station is safe enough for a four-
month visit, AP reports from Cape Canaveral, Florida.
- 'It's a 'go’ because was reviewed that the systems on board the
Ei{hfrﬁe?thnu nore Hskti than they have for the previous
ghts that have gone u ere,” Gemini and Apoll
Thomas Stafford gzuld "CBS Evening News." pplorasirnt

C o . . >

yclone claims 8 in India: idn

authorities issued a cyclone alert in the southern state of
Andhra Pradesh Wednesday, as torrential rains claimed eight
lives and flooded large areas officials said, AFP reports from

" New Delhi.

~_ The Meteorological department said a depression in the Bay
of Bengal about 75 kilometers (45 miles) from the coast was
expected to hit the state later Wednesday, the Press Trust of
India {1711) reported. The deep depression is likely to turn into a
cyclonic storm. "Andhra Pradesh relief and rehabilitation
commissioner A K Tigdi and in Hyderabad, the state capital.

US envoy to Lanka named:

President Bill Clinton Wednesday named career diplo
Shaun Donnelly as Ambassador to Sri Lanka. the %it:pHnl:Eztz
announced in a statement, AFP reports from Little Rock.

An expert in international economic affairs, Donnelly has
worked as a diplomat in Egypt. Ethiopia, Mali, Senegal and
Tunisia, according to the statement issued in Little Rock
~Arkansas where Clinton was Wednesday night. Thé
appointment must be confirmed by the Senate.

écmcord to start talks in Ireland:

ment was reached Wednesday evening in Belfast ov
formula for the start of n'n.llr;i—l:hari':r peaccgta]ks in na?tl;:;r:
- Ireland parties to the talks said, AFPY reports from Belfast.
The deal, after a day of intense negotiations between
Protestant and Catholic parties in the province, should lead to

th G
a;ﬁfmt Evcr rnundta‘;ll: e talks almed at securing a peace

(I:g};ggj;&officlal meets Ross: a0

Middle East mediator Dennis Ross and presented new e
! vidence
-concerning Palestinian terrorist activities, an Israeli diplomalt
said, AP r:‘portu from Washington.
3 Part of the presentation dealt with the Palestinians
bﬂentlﬂad by Israel as being responsible for two suicide
mbings in Jerusalem, the diplomat said. Naveh had spent
;nnr: than three hours with Ross on Tuesday. On Thursday, a

aleutiniani delegation will meet with Ross. |
: il

chtc§ ,lglll‘. naJ.ISt dead: Frances Starner, a
an Journalist who covered the Vietnam War from its
glﬂﬂn% gjlntlné :;rgl IBBBD; tli{m the fall of Saigon in 1975,
o B | angko‘ _ " a long lilﬂm. AP reports
Starner, 77, who had resided in k for two decades. A
Mmi‘lana native, she arrived in southeast Asia in the late 1950s.
working first as a scholar in the Philippines and later a as

tary Danny Naveh met Wednesday with US

France endorses

Japan, Germany
for UNSC seats

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 25;
France's forei minister on
Wednesday endorsed Germany
and Japan for permanent
membership of the Security
Council but said other new
members must be those able to

contribute to international
, reports AP.
In an to the UN Gen-

eral Assembly, Foreign Minis-
ter Hubert Vedrine said France
agrees that the composition of
the 15-member council "Is no
longer an accurate reflection of
the political geography of the
world today."

“In this connection, we must
take into account the Security
Council's indispensable role in
peacekeeping and therefore
elect countries able to con-
tribute to this task, whether
they are from the North or
South,” he said.

AWS wins

. general polls
.. 1n Poland

WARSAW, Sept 25: The
right-wing Solidarity Election
Action Group (AWS] won last
Sunday's general elections in
Poland, official results released
by the electoral commission
early today confirmed. reports
AFP.

The AWS took 22 .83 per cent
of the vote, compared with
27.13 per cent for the outgoing
ruling ex-communist Demo-
cratic Left Alliance (SLD).

The Freedom Union (UW)
won 13.37 per cent. the Pessants
Party (PSL) 7.31 per cent and
the Movement for the Recon-
struction of Poland (ROP) 5.56
per cent.

Other parties failed to gain
the five per cent required to be
represented in parliament, but
four seats could go to national
minorities.

The commission said the ac-
tual distribution of seats in the
460 member Lower House of
Parliament, the SEJM would be

announced later today.
According to media esti-
mates, the A would have 200

seats, the SLD 164 the UW 60.
The PSL 27 and the ROP five,

Militants call for
ceasefire in
INSurgency

in Egypt

CAIRO, Sept 25: A group of 33
Muslim militants, accused of
murdering 26 policernen and at-
tempting to topple the govern-
ment, on Wednesday called for a
ceasefire in the insurgency in
Egypt. reports AP.

It was the second appeal by
members of al-Gamma al-Is-
lamiya, or the Islamic Group,
for an end to the bloodshed.

The government rejected the
earlier call, saying it was a ploy
by defendants seeking lighter
sentences.

A statement read by one of
the militants in a Cairo State
Security Court on Wednesday
said "We reaffirm the call for a
ceasefire and the halting of mil-
itary operations.”

in Bosnia, issu

out” in Israeli settlement build-
ing in order to help get the peace
process back on track. Ne-
tanyahu's government rejected
that request, saying there could
be no movement in the peace
process until the Palestinians
did more to fight terrorism.

The announcement of the
bombers’ identities deeply em-
barrassed Arafat, who had in-
sisted the bombers came from
abroad. The four had walked
out of a loosely guarded Pales-
tinian jail in Nablus last year,
and their names were on a list
of 88 Islamic militants Israel
had given the Palestinian Au-
thority with the demand they be
arrested.

?rcd isb;ué the incident,
rafat sa nesday: "They
e-::fuj whmue t:a;ts: I +|:i:n."3IIr
ean Secre of
State Madeleine Mh?l?hl,
strugglt:g to reopen Mideast
peace ., on W con-
demned a decision by [sraeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu to bufld new homes for
set on the West Bank_
Albright said through a
spokesman that she did not
consider the building of new
ap,rtmenu in Efrat “consistent

with the climate” needed for
further negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinian Au-
Lthority.

The spokesman, James P
Rubin, said N u made no
mention of the sion in a
telephone conversation earlier
with Al . It centered on
her admonition to the lsraeli
leader to preserve the character
of an Arab neighbourhood in
east Jerusalem.

Last week, Netanyahu ap-
proved a com se that kept
Jewish families from moving
-into :Rmm:ntl in a project
and them under the care of

R:h said the US Er

t S Embassy
in Tilhhﬂvdehtid confirmed Ne-
tanyahu's sion to expand
settlements in Efrat, where re-
porters said 300 new apart-

ments are planned.

The 1993 and 1995 Oslo ac-
cords between Israel and the
Palestinians bar new settle-
mm:;;n lh(;]w’ut Bank but do
not wit exist -
i ones, Ilrw t
o[mchll have ducrm expan-
sion as a natural occurrenece as

families grow. and need more
room.

—
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JERUSALEM, Sept 25: Israel
has waged a punitive campaign
of house demolitions against
Palestinians in the wake of a
suicide bomb attack earlier this
summer, an Israeli human

rights group charged Wednes-
day. reports AP.

Since the July 30 in
Jerusalem's Mahane Yehuda
marketplace, Israel has de-
stroyed
built without permits in areas
of the West Bank it still occu-
m. at least 163 people

: group Betselem
said in a : e
Fifteen Israelis were killed

in the July 30 attack. A second
attack on Sept. 4 killed five Is-

£ ﬁaﬂcm said the increase in
RTC B P
men

the July 30 attack, "proving
that the lack of a building per-
mit or other consid-
erations were not the reason for
the demolitions."

"We found various reasons
ished that had nothing te do

with the environmen-
:;lcnrnru:l
{ .
Yuri Ginhu.rﬁrﬁm uthu”ftm
F:gerepwt.tuldmmud
ess

“These are just the
for demulliﬂ: ordered
punishment reprisal.”

The number of demolitions
carried out in August was four
times the number carried out in
July, 10 times the number in
June and twice the number in

29 Palestinian homes

house demolitions: HR group

&8

° US Secretary of State
Madeleine , on her first
trip to the earlier this
mmnnth. u Israel to halt
the faltering peace process.
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Soha Araal:, J

identifications.

wife of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, (C) is escorted by a security
officer upon their arrival at Arafat's official headquarters in Bethlehem Wednesday to
greet visiting Czech President Vaclav Havel. Mrs Arafat angrily accused Israel of
"provocation” on Wednesday after she was stopped by Israeli soldiers at an army roadblock
for about one hour on her way back to Gaza by soldiers who demanded she present

— AP/UNB photo

NEW YORK. Sept 25: South-
east Asian foreign ministers
possibil Wu:i

it
allowing Cambodian pglitl-
fled the country after
; I;Julr coup to return, reports

Ministers from Indonesia,
the Philippines and Thailand
met Wednesday at a New York
hotel with Ung Huot, installed
as co-premier following Cam-
bodian leader Hun Sens bloody

July coup.

H Huot assured the min-
isters that the Cambodian gov-
ernment was reining in any

lawlessness by dis-
arming people, and was intent
on preparing for elections in
May, said Domingo L Siazon,
the Philippine minister.

we i _ob-
severs ok (et s
ar:d said ‘ASEAN could have a
role,

“There is a faelin‘ of less
tension in the city.,” Siazon
quoted Ung Huot as saying.

Hung Sen ousted his rival co-
premier, Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh, in the July 5-6 coup,

Siazon also said Ung Huot
fonal

ASEAN sees progress
on exiled politicians
to return to Cambodia

a on who would
sent the --Hunm
government or -

NEW YQRK, Sept 25: :!S‘.yur
Western nations on Wednesday
said they would advocate "in-
creasingly strong measures”
against anyone who impeded
the 1995 Dayton agreement
which ended the 43-month war
in former Yugoslavia, reports
Reuter.

Foreign ministers from the
six-nation Contact Group, frus-
trated by the slow pace of peace
their latest
threat in a statement after a 90-
minute meeting here. Their aim
was to keep the pressure on the
various Bosnian factions still
deeply divided despite the peace
accord.

"The Contact Group will take
increasingly strong measures
against those impeding
progress in implementation of
the Dayton accord and the Sin-

| tra declaration.” the group said.

While Muslims and Croats
are also at fault, US officials
said the six — Russia, the United
States, Britain, Italy, France
and Germa
agreed that hard-line Bosnian
Serbs "commprise the major ob-
stacle” to peace.

Confirming a change in its
position, Russia joined the oth-
ers in backing Western leaning
Bosnian Serb President Bijana
Plavsic in her plans to call new
parliamentary elections which
are opposed by Bosnian Serh
hm:l'c'll'; iners. '

e group urged the Organi-
sation on Securily and Cung;gr-
ation in Europe (OSCE] to for-
mally undertake to supervise
the polls, called for next month.

* For the first time, the allies

* also publicly raised concerns

ny— are increasingly .

‘Western nations warn agai
impeding peace in Bosnia

about rising tensions in the Al-
banian-dominated Serbian
province of Kosovo, they
warned t violence by the

overnment of Yugoslav Presi-

ent Slobodan Milosevic or Al-
banian radicals and wurged
peaceful dialogue.

"We do not support indepen-
dence (for Kn&um}}and we do not
support maintenance of the sta-
tus quo. We support an enhan-

- Saddam orders
Quranic radio
station for Iraq

BAGHDAD, Sept 25: Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein has or-
dered the establishment of a
Quranic radio station for the
country, Baghdad radio re-
ported Wednesday, reports AP.

Most countries in the region
already have such stations,
which feature reading of the
Quran, which is Islam's holy
book, as well as instruction
about its meaning. '

Once a champion of secular
socialism, Saddam has in re-
cent years cultivated an image
of closeness to Islam as the reli-
gion's influence had increased
throughout the region.

The new station is to begin
broadcasting Oct 15, the radio
said.

Iraq has three state-run ra-
dio stations, including a youth
station controlled by %adﬁz,m’s
oldest son, Odai.

ced status for Kosove within the
former Republic of Yugoslavia,”

a second group statement said.
Uus ecretary of State
Madeleine Albright, who
chaired the meeting on the
frln%:a of the UN General As-
sembly, said the Contact Group
did not discuss a continued
resence of NATO-led peace-
eeping forces in Bosnia be-
yond a June 19988 deadline. This
did come up in bilateral talks,
- She affirmed a long-term US
commitment to Bosnia. But
stress no decision has been
made on whether NATO or US
military forces would have to
extend their planned stay, al-

though this is discussed.
Forei Minister Yevgeny
Primakov told her — and re-
porters later — that Moscow had
no problem with that prospect.
e ministers urged Bosnian

u ties to respectl results of
ocal elections earlier this

month and threalened "strict
measures” inst anyone who
impeded full implementation of
the polls.

AFP adds from Belgrade:
Bosnian Serb President Biljana
Plavsic and her hardline rival
Momcilo Krajisnik agreed to
elections Wednesday in order to
end their long running power
struggle and test their respec-
tive ng.

The accord between the two
came after a four-hour meeting
with Yugoslav President Slobo-
dan Milosevic, who had backed
the hardliners against the
Western-backed Plavsic in their

Ul.'lnlrrED NATIONS.,

Angola's foreign minister u

the Security &uncﬂ to e-
ment sanctions it a

month to punish the former
rebel movement UNITA for

rcncgglrﬁ:nn its peace achrd

"The Angolan people looks
forward for the Security Coun-
cil to demonstrate firmness and
determination.” in appl;lng the
sanctions, Angolan Foreign
Migiat:rl;fﬁnancin dcedl;u:.:ana
told world leaders W nl;

attending the General
debate.

Last month the Security
on UNITA officials and their

ban onw%

Council approved a travel ban -

Angolan minister calls for

rebels

travel by UNITA leaders outside
the and abroad
from A areas.
De Mourna said UNITA was
violati its ce pact by

appears
this organization has not
abandoned its of talk-

Eﬂm the mm?w.' he

THE HAGUE, Netherlands,
Sept 25: A hydroelectric station
planm the Cold War
and in its aftermath
has set two former Communist
allies against each other in a
bitter feud h:r{nrc the world
court, reports AP.

Hungary and Slovakia, al-
ready locked in a bitter war of
words over Slovakia's treat-
ment of its 600,000-strong eth-
nic Hungarian minority, turned
to the court in 1993 to settle

their longstand over
dammﬁ the Dﬁm%:he River.

Hungary says it abandoned
m to dam Danube after
that the would

struggle for power, the official
Tanjung news agency reported.

! wreak havoc in the river's flood

Developing nations

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 25:
Developing countries told the
UN General Assembly on
Wednesday they would not sup-
port any reform plan that
scales back economic develop-
ment, reports AP.

Sweden also told the annual
General Assembly debate that
the United Nations cannot be
reformed "under the threat of
political and financial crisis,”
a clear reference to the US re-
fusal to Pay its arrears uncon-
ditionally.

Swedish Foreign Minister
Lena Hjelm-Wallen called on
all UN debtors "including the
main debtor, the United States,"

‘to pay their bills by the end of

the year.
It was the first time that the

" United States has been criti-

cized by name for refusing to

pay its UN bills — variously es-
timated between 900 million
dollars and 1.4 billion dollars
without specific reforms.

Under pressure from the US
Congress, Secretary-General
Kofi Annan has called for
streamlining UN operations to
cut costs. But developing na-
tipns — the overwhelming ma-

jority in the 185-member Gen-

eral Assembly — fear any cuts
will come out of developmental
agencies, which they say give
critical support to poor coun-
tries.

"Africa is of the view that for
reforms to be meaningful and
credible, they should seek to re-
inforce the pivotal role of the
United Nations in develop-
ment,"” President Robert M _
of Zimbabwe said on the third
day of the annual General As-

unveil their own reform a

sembly debate.

The United States has made
cost-cutting reforms key to it

aying its debt to the world

y. But Mugabe said paring
down development pro-
grammes in favour of Western
goals of maintaining peace and
promoting human rights "will
marginalise” the world organi-
sation. |

“We do not see reform sim-

ly as an exercise to trim the

get of the UN,” Indian Prime
Minister Inder Kumar Gujral
said. "instead, reforms ghould
contribute to a strengthened UN
and its capacity to respond ef-
f::t:t;lv:l{, to the priorities iden-
tified by the overwhelming
majority of its membership.”

Gujral said there had been a
"growing emphasis” in recent
years on using the United Na-

tions to promote democracy
and human rights rather than
for economic develo nt.

"International peace and
stability will be enhanced only
when all countries enjoy a
minimum standard of eco-
nomic self-sufficiency and
well-being,” Gujral said, calli
the promotion of sustaine
economic development the
"single most important target”
for the United Nations.

The United States must win
support of many developing
countries if it is to convince the
General Assembly to lower the
American share of the annual
UN budget to 20 cent, down
from the current 25 cent.

Washington also wants
other niilnt:!nni. such as China,
Ja European states, to

up the slack.

s

A reduction in dues is one
of the mnht:}:,i;m im
Congress it wi its
debt to the United Hnmp..‘y\m-
tually all other UN members
want the United States to pay
its bills first, then negotiate a

new rate.

To win su for its goals,
the United States has proposed
adding five new pe nent
members to the Coun-
cil, the most body
and the only one authorised to
send acekeepers to trou-

bl :
Cllntnndt?mnlmuunt
has recommen permanen
seats for Gtrm-g Japan and
three unspecified developing
countries. The administration

has not said whﬁhﬂnhcr it sup-
s granting t veto pow-
gt.rl by the current perma-

nda

Ties between Hungary,
- Slovakia at stake over
ICJ's ruling on Danube dam

plain.
Slovakia countered that the
environmental wWas a

smokescreen to mask Hun-
s decision to unilaterally
ump the multi-million-dollar

: E:c‘hl:otm:tryhl sed
the other of S e

breaking interna-
- tional law. After four of
tﬁrhu.

and a visit to
the world court — the United
Nations' highest judicial body —
was ruling on the dispute

known as the In-
ternational Court of Justice, the
world court has no enforcement
power and relies on states to
voluntarily comply with its rul-
ings.

—-

for UN

nent  members: the United
States, Russia. China, France

other pro Is
uding

- and Britain.

Several
have been floated

 Laurent Kabila, who
nu:!cd longtime dictator
Mobutu Sese last May.

The United States and other
developed countries have
threatened to withhold aid un-
less Kabila allows the United

Nations to iIn -
thﬂm

thousands of Rwandan Hu




