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- Message for Bangladesh

UNCTAD Secretary-General Rubens Ricupero's
visit to adesh was crowned on Wednesday by
his presentation of a global report on the Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs). The choice of Dhaka as
venue for the global launch of the report is a tribute
paid to Bangladesh's contribution to the cause of
LDCs in the past many years. We have also become
the focal-point of attention as the largest
the 48 UN-designated LDCs. It is obviously not self-
glorifying to be the largest LDC in the world rating.
And, as if to instill in us a new resolve to change
our lot, here are some fin of the UNCTAD an-
nual report as summarised by its Secretary Gen-
eral: (a) despite severely unfavourable commodity
prices and declining external resource flows, half
of the world's LDCs performed at a 'robust’ level in
1996; (b) however, Bangladesh, the largest among
the LDCs and the group's spokesman, did not fare
as well as had been hoped for. The lacklustre per-
formance, according to the veteran development
expert Rubens Ricupero, has been in part due to de-
lays in the implementation of economic reforms.
The government is homing in on the practicable
ways to expediting the stagnating economic reform
process. Let's stress the point that on a year-to-year
basis project implementation is critically impor-
tant in stepping up pace of development.

Bangladesh went by the UNCTAD recipe to place
agriculture on top of its development agenda in
1996. This resulted in the agriculture growing at
the rate of 6.7 per cent in that year. But a very poor
performance of the industrial sector brought down
the rate of GDP at 5.4 per cent or so. Drastic
lowering of tariffs put local industries at a disad-
vantage vis-a-vis imported goods and they clam-
oured for a level-playing field.

The UNCTAD annual report cogently points out:
for the last three quarters of 1996 "the combined
dollar index of primary commodity prices steadily
weakened due to sluggish industrial activity in ma-
jor importing countries, over-supply and specula-

tive trading. This calls for integrated approach on

‘a global scale.

‘| violence has been proved
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- Where do We Go from

Here?
Begum Khaleda Zia reportedly declined on

Wednesday President Shahabuddin's request to

call off yesterday's hartal. We recall that the Presi-
dent's exertions to break the impasse over meeting
sites and Chandrima Pontoon came in the wake of
Begum Zia's meeting with him and urging him to
do something. President Shahabuddin has given
categorical assurances on two of BNP urgings. And
about finding public meeting venues acceptable to

. all quarters specially BNP, he is still physically

inspecting the possible sites.

After yesterday's hartal, what? If BNP persi$f§="}|
+ ¥
'Y

in a tough line, the government's response wo
harden too. What these two parties will gain from
this sustained collision is better known to them.
But this is universal knowledge that it will mor-
tally hurt the spirit, the ambience of work and
progress without which this country doesn't stand
a chance to survive the challenges of the new mil-
lennium.

Parties do have their own obstinacy and spe-
cially delicate sense of prestige peculiar only to
them. But the office of the President is constitu-
tionally, and morally as well, above party bias.
President Shahabuddin has a particular claim to
being unbiased as his historical role is finely bal-
anced between first, giving the rein of the state to
BNP after a phenomenally fair election he fash-
ioned by his own hands, and then presiding over as

‘a very non-party President now. His performance

has so far contributed only to making him a model
of fairness, openness and incorruptibility.

Why is this man risking his life's whole earning
— a fair name for stupendous integrity — to under-
take a mission whose true worth may not appeal to
the standard ambitions of the politicians and their

‘parties? Because, like most of his countrymen.

President Shahabuddin believes the present con-
frontationist situation at the top must not be al-
lowed to harden and congeal into unyielding inert
moulds permanently undermining the nation as a
viable entity. If attempts to arrest the hardening of
the positions of the two, even after the Presidential
behests and exertions, fail, there will be no easy
answer to the poser — where do we go from here?
The best thing for them will be to heed the Presi-
dent and let every citizen to go about his daily

business unhindered.
»
Algeria's Agony
The Monday night mayhem on the outskirts of
Algiers bore a stamp of cruelty that is usually em-
blematic of religious extremists: necks slit open,
etc. Even the women and children were not spared
after a batch of attackers laid mines around the
houses first and then another group fell on a
killing spree.
Unofficial figure puts the death toll at between
180 and 200, but the authorities say only 85 were
killed. Obviously the military government abhors

adverse publicity. The same sensitivity to public

- opinion and possible overseas reactions is shown

through the raging recrimination between the rul-
ing military junta and the outlawed Islamic Salva-
tion Front and their trading of charges for the
gruesome massacre of people in the darkness of
might. While the military is sanguine the Salva-
tion Front was behind it, the latter élaimed that
the former killed those people just to malign them.

But these cannot quite smokerscreen the fact

that the mayhem has been the work of anti-people
devil incarnates and it is an act of cowardice and
highly condemnable outrage on humanity. ' -
How vulnerable a bottled -in  political situation
in a country under a duel between secular
and fundamentalist forces can be to eruptions of
in Algeria. Only
-towards the end of last August had thére been an-
other murderous assault there. The answer to the
turmoil ies with the people of Algeria. , - -
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Omnipotence of Black Money: Where will it Lead Us to?

by A R Shamsul Islam

A N a man accumulate
‘excessively excess' mon-
eyinh
recourse to
means? The answer naturally,
seems to be 'no'. The social
hilosophers have observed
hat mrgyhup of wealth is
rncubd a sin. When a man
s claimed to be honest,
his having disproportionate
wealth which he got b
inheritance, the simple
revelation is that it was his fa-
ther, forefather who sinned In
abbing the wealth. Many of
the erstwhile Zeminders of our
country were, in their
minderi life, believed to be da-
coits by profession. The whole

thi sounds a ;
Maybe, in fact, sm is
sometimes not far from the un-
palatable truth.

When national election. was
declared to be held on June 12,
‘96 major political parties
started selecting their candi-
dates in hysteric uﬂ;ﬁmn,
Awami League saw was
blowing in its favour. The
dream of returned to the
state a waiting for
un ng 21 years was near re-
alisation. Alas, in a
party tickets for the election
many veteran Awami liti-
cians were kept on the ine.
A lot of new faces were inducted
to contest the election. Many of
them, say to a:?' joined the
party in one h and obtained
tickets in the other. Most of the
new nominees were million-
aires, industrialists. The same
thing, more or less, happened
with the BNP. The recruitments
were based on argumentation
for election winning first and
foremost. It the convic-
tion of the party leaders from

mmyumW'aﬁm-
per hardware, something like a

without taking
questionable

from? Can it be as-
all of it were from
visible, bonafide sources?

The nt:ryd Elecﬂnn
Glpﬂ'ld:l ure r candidate in
one muutue%ecy is fixed at a

of Taka 3.00 lac. All
contesting candidates are re-
Mbt?;wg
the Election Commission. The
truth is that

all in-
cluding the boastful Election
Commission. The Election

Commission keeps a blind eye

to the mammoth ures,
even in the face jons
from the candidates of

an ction candidate
whose much of election money
emanates from black sources.
After release on bail from
the High Court, Ershad made a
ublic meeting in Manik Mia
venue. The party leaders

truumul it as a barometer of
Pallibandhu's (Ershad) popu-

Fglgd ‘s faith in the
allya Party. Huge men were to
be mustered. As such huge ex-
tures were to be incurred.
across the country were
in to fill the Manik Mia
Avenue to the brim. A big budget

meeting drove a very big crowd
to carve smile on Ershad’s face.
The might of the black money

M What did

at did Ershad have to do
if he had not ‘excessively excess'
money in hand? Could he re-
vive his party? Could he estab-
lish his much challenged lead-
ership? In the context of the
grim realities of Bangladesh the

answers are to be so t. The
same truth holds in re-
spect of other political parties
too. Ma black is the

life-blood of political parties
now-a-days.

The immediate and sponta-
neous reaction of terrorist Swe-
den Aslam after arrest by the

ice was that he could not be

Ild detained for long. Another
top terrorist Bikash has un-
folded the hair-raising marvels
of underworld of Bangladesh.
Both of them have allegedly a
host of fathers who used
them in the implementation of
their nefarious designs by giv-
ing thern money protection
from law and punishment.
Needless to say that lht;‘gndfa'
thers are in ion of huge
amount of black money. To
tect and promote it they need
terrorists of sav cruelty as
Aslams and Bikashs. Their fa-
thers and mothers may be their
birth-givers but it is the black
money of the godfathers that
has reared them up to sharp ter-
rorists. Chittagong's arch ter-
rorist Nasir has so far evaded
police arrest by. allegedly, scat-

tering gold on the police net-
work that faithfully sends tell-
tale to Nasir in the wake of any
police operation to capture him.
And the police cannot afford it-
self to be over unless, as-
sumably. fat tips continue to be
flowing to it. Nothing short of
g::ri*k money can s such a

Baridhara, Uttara etc. and pre-
{)}?rc g']::a of pﬂt:h buildings

ere government
officials. He 2/
tor to assess the construction
costs of those bu at the
rate cﬂiux}f at the time of con-
struction. His calculator button
may further be at calcu-
lating the total income the
owners of those buildings
earned from their pay and al-
lowances includinf TA. and
DA., if any. The balance sheet
may show the construction
costs overweight the total in-
come earned du the entire
service ﬁcrlnd. How funny?
Didn't the owners of those
buildings have to expend their
pay money for their living and
maintenance? Then where lies
the magic? It is the black
money earned thmuﬂcnﬂupt
practices by using the offices
openly and defiantly. The
majesty and miracle of the
black money are just to be

1n a residence of posh local-
ity of the capital the festivity of

top. Latest English bands were
ftl:jy'l . hung up fluorescent
lights burming. Scores of
luxury cars remained strewn u
at the entrance. Dishes
to the were airborne from
ok. The dowry transacted
uncaring the anti-dowry
act was enormous. The host was
the top . from the Whlnng
ment Taxation Department.
Wasn't black in white

appearance

H:;Ez of dollars extorted
from k sources are parked
at Swiss and other interna-
ers are tic

and burenucraﬁnwhm posi-
tions and offices afford them of
force il gratifications. No
appreciable effort from gov-
ernment or non-government

quarters has been made to sur-
vey the | h and bredth of
this crime. were

attempts made now m

like foreign agencies en-
acts parkied shroad
assets an
ex-President of BMaduh.,lnd
the fantastic reports on mas-
sive corruptions coming there-

from could only expose the ti
of an iceberg. pﬂ

Believably, different sects of
the society are in a mad race to
mint black money. The offi-
cials gluttonously pocket
scams; the businessmen ex-
tr ntly evade income tax,

billing etc.: the importers play-

full pé‘actis-c overinvoicing
and underinvocing as de-
mand; the Pﬂlitlt:flﬂg: vig-

orously pedal commissions on
, transfers, bank loan
sanctions etc.; the 'mastans’

lavishly earn by looting, hi-
jac toll col . tender
con eic. And so on. It is

not known what is the actual
mw:duhfrh:ﬂgurumuﬂ

be very Bt.agmn'ruzmmginm

thousands of crores of Takas.
In fact, offers an

ideal hatchery jor black money.

High percentage of illiteracy,
inadequate presence of rule of
law, poor acknowledgment of
I;]burmn‘auc}
politicians, slow and
democratisation, disregard for
accountability and taltrimu.-
in activ-
ies. saier udationt of Taral vni.
ues, fragile law and order situa-
as evident
, are the ready

etc.

ety.
of degenerated government
wctinnari:u* r.m:n:hant;,r

iticians etc., an array of
sinister forces in the society
that are at work to break fis
very backbone. Boundless greed
is its religion. Relentless fury
its action. It believes in merci-
less, total annihilation of amy-
thing that ventures to stand
way. Does it know either where

@

&

ultimately will it lead us to or

will i be led to?
The writer is retired
College,

grtrwipu!, Gouvt Mahila

a wedding ceremony was on the VAT, :ncrg}'. consumption
Pay Commission and Armed Forces

HE armed forces all over
the world have an une-
asy relationship with
their civililan counterparts.
They feel they provide the
security which ves the
country fits ambiance
to develop. In return, they ex-
pect autonomy in what they
consider are military matters.
But the democracies believe
that they have to keep a tight
rein on them lest the mere
session of them :
Since tatives
fun::tiunh t.h;rugh tll};‘ bureau-
cracy, the ute always
boiled down :g civilian control
or civil service control. Demo-
cratic India is no different. The
services' headquarters is often
at odds with the defence min-

istry. One resents the

the other. There is a term:lq:t,-lyhﬂmmg I?n
make a mountain out of a
molehill.

The controver ..hll ac-"
‘quiréd a fresh .k:auue of*

recoms

CO E
ns. It is not only the
but also the status. All
services are so
they are rather -
creet in ventilating their

menda
sal
the

"In more recent times, the
role of the armed forces in
main peace, law and or-
der after demolition of the
Babri Masjid throughout the
country when all o recog-
nised law enforcing agencies

ractically threw up their
needs (0o be " is the
observation in a note to the
committee of secretaries, which
has processed the commis-
sion recnmmendag:gu. "Even
the judiciary of the Allahabad
high court in 1995 had to seek
the intervention of the local

army commander to the
nancutyofthcbmcggﬁx:bev

ing ransacked hoodiums
while the local officered
by the IPS them on or at
g::t_ remained passive specta-

These are sad ts.

commen
The armed forces have carried
out the task allotted to them.
True, they should not be used to
maintain law and order. Th
for suc

have been called in

The controversy acquired a fresh edge because of the Pay Commission's

It is not only the

salary but also the status. All the three services were so deeply hurt that they were rather indiscreet in

do
'!heyqxlltlﬂmemthey
:m a . There are
wa con thet
Y-. veying r
That the pay commission
been to the armed
forces i1s conceded. A forest
guard, a constable, an army

soldiers. the Indian -
has got the
best deal. Thanks to the com-
mission's ., an lAS of-
ficer,
the first time. An IAS deputy
secretary will have an atten-
dant to answer telephone calls
at the residence.

But the armed fgrpccu have
many supporters. Opposition
leader M£ Behari Vn.{ga has
met Prime Minister Ku-
mar Gujral to plead their case.
CPM leader Somnath Chatter-
Jee has also written to the prime
minister, su sting more
emoluments for them. There
are other tical leaders, who
have better scales of pay.
This shows the goodwill the
armed forces enjoy even among

political
I me armed forces'

representation has a lot of

weight. There is a case for 5
rate pay commission for m

ministerial committee,
which has been consi

of the prime minister, is in no
position to make a detailed ex-
amination. The resentment

h
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Sir, Over past many years
the atmun:agchere in our seat of
learning, the Dhaka Universi
campus, has become pollut
due to politics of violence and
terrorism.

Many of us call ourselves as
"Bangalees” and again many of
us call ourselves as
"B adeshis.” Why are there
two "nationalities” in our one
beloved country, Bangladesh?

Can't we all for the sake of
our national integrity, dignity,
solidarity and unity of our
country, and in the greater
interest of peaceful coexistence,
accept Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur man as Father of
the Nation and call ourselves as
Bangladeshis?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1203

Crises let loose,
but why?

Sir, It seemns a series of crises
is manifesting itself one after
another these days. On top of
all, this is the power crisis with
all its consequences during the
current hot spell, mosquito
l:.::knan?e. water-shortage ;:ri

security during
hours. This was not so only a
few months — 80, what has
happened all of a sudden that
are being subjected to
such hardships at a when
the students are su

to

Frcpa.re for and appear at their
mportant examinations?
Could it not be foreseen? Could

there be no alternative solu-

tions? The PDB is mentioning
REB/DESA/DESCO are blam-
ing the PDB for failure to supply

-
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cannot be overlooked. Their

and s l.hcuc:I?yd'
novo — . At
present. the is that they
are being downgraded all the

Lt Gen JFR Jacob, who did an
excellent job during the
war, has raised this

Fol.n in his well-written, in-
ormative book, Surrender At
Dacca. He says: “The defence
sec and his civil service
subordinates in the ministry

was practised In the UK at that
time. London still has the same
formation. But India has for-
gotten Nehru's assurance. The
armed forces are still outside
overnment. No boards have
established, as sed,

New Delhi was jolted in 1962
when China defeated India. A
concept of defence minister's
morning meeting was intro-
duced so as to associate the
three services with the decision
taken. Over the years, the

BETWEEN

wield power it th ‘of*
the service chiefs and general
and administrative staff. Fi-
nancial and the en-
hanced powers of civilians in.
the defence ministry stifle ini-
tiative and slow down decision
" He is quite right be-
cause the wr over fi-
nancial sanctions are indeed
frustrating. Some defence secre-
taries have out
of the way m{ mchlefl of
army, air and navy staff on the

\rmn'iuldc only to establish
who I:l::uill..:ir
The chief of the army staff

cannot transfer an officer
above the rank of Lt Colonel
without the ministry's ap-

. The same is true of air
orce and navy. They, too, can-
not post even technical staff, pi-
lots or navigators on their own.
The defence ministry, manned
by civil servants, has the last
word.

When the commanders-in-
chief were redesignated as
chiefs of staff in 1954, the then

rime minister, Jawaharlal
ehru, promised to integr
the army, the navy and the air
force with the defence ministry
through boards. This was what

THE LINES |
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a ritual. The policy matters
continue to be t with on the

files. mn bureaucrats are
on
Amrll’d there

is no defence

committee of the cabinet for an

overall control. What the Ali
Yavur Jang Commitiee said
many years holds good even
today. Its ol:ﬁwauun was that
the system practised to consider
issues pertaining defence
"amounts to waste of time in
terms of finance, talent and
time."

What has created most re-
sentment is the decline of offi-
cers on the warrant of prece-
dence. The commander-in-chief

thing about the over-secrecy

- — — — - - -
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the required amount but what

was the situation even a year

ago?
The rnment may have
changed but the authorities

concerned — from the highest to
the lowest — were and are there
still in place! Do they not feel
rr:ﬂ?ponsible for what is goin

on are there that PD

and REB officials/staff are un-
der attack here and there and

maybe they will be everywhere
if thi continue like this.
authorities been just
meeting and no decision
for a solution? ?r may be
reminded that the uad-s%ed-
ding will not only jeopardise
immediate physical security of
the society but also the eco-
nomic security of the nation
with uction of most indus-
}_.:‘? factories etc., going down

Killing, acid-throwing and
social unrest are again on the

rise. Evmny the newspapers
depict a scenes of brutality
of a varied type, let's not de-
scribe this horrible picture. But
what are the authorities doing?
Some of the police grnunncl
themselves appear be in-
volved in many a crime. Should
they not be punished with ex-

lary punishments and not
juﬁ “closed” only to diffuse
public tension? If
of law fail themselves who will

prevail upon them?

_ After toiled hard, the
SSC
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Ms Massumeh
Ebtekar

Sir, It gave me immense
leasure to find Ms Massumeh
btekar as the new Vice-Presi-

dent of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the first woman nomi-
nated the Iran's new Presi-
dent Mo Khatami since
Iran entered into its Islamic
Revolution phase in 1979.

I ahmere?y hope that the new
}lri:mnn President alo with
hard to move Iran to further de-

vt:m)ment and prosperi re-
Islamic values gdbai‘dc-
als by the true

of Islam, that is, "Reli-
Spgry Sl o)

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207

Acid-throwing: An
irresistible curse

vours
to resist their inhuman deeds.

Unfortunately, most of the
victims. are unprivileged
woman who are very un-
scrupulously used by others.

are women whom the so-

ciety tries to forget and ignore.
are the women who do not
have powers to guide and protect

themselves from the evil-doers.
Oh! how miserable the suffered
women are! They long for the
same things that most normal
women take for granted — life of
ease, love and affection,

friends and
appear
are

But, all these
to the victims {llusive.
hopeless despite we have law
and the law-enf ;
and more than that, the
]:bremlcr and the opposition
eader are females.

Outwardly human but in-
wardly monsters, the acid

are not su tural

being that cannot be caught and
resisted.

Mohammad
440 SSB Hall,
Savar, Dhaka

tk Miah

Sir. I have been visiting Ut-
tara recently several times and

I found that the Ted breakers |
were 1 the -
sive cars which ply ain

roads in Uttara. The under-car-
riage of the cars heavily strike

the speed breaker on all the
roads. | would immedi-
ate removal of same and

also there seems to be no real
justification in having the
same in a less populated area.

B Robello
Rankin Street
Warl, Dhaka

|

ventilating their protest.

about their functioning. They
are still a hw. Any debate,
which may s them in a bad
light, Ilsmnﬁdered "anti-na-

S Su . even -
s ST g S
There has never been any out-
side probe into the affairs of
mllila.la!. not even a demand for
it. And there is so much awe
about them that the instances
of their excesses, both in the
northeast and in Kashmir, are
seldom criticised, much less
followed up.

The cover of sec and
misinformation has condi-
tioned the mind of the nation. It
believes even such cooked-up

stories as the Samba spying in-
Cident In the late 1970s and

. early 19805, dozens of army of
ficers. JCOs agd men reportedly

ialiﬁ'

spied on behalf of Pakistan at
the Jammu border. It
turned out to be a concocted
case. Some elements at the
army uarters, for reasons
other than , have
ruined the lives of certain offi-
cers, some of whom have ended
up in jail for life.

More recently, the defence

]

iary. The book had
cleared for publication and was
launched two days earlie
the chief of the
Ray has written
cussed by the nation
comes to know that
forces have their failings. If
they do not come into the
the truth will never be and,
tosthat extent; will not
e

. people
§ z&e,ﬁthr'mmw in its tr
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OPINION

Wanted: More 'Weeks’

and Campaigns

A Husnain
Many people might bewta? Tokai week — Greet our
of the over-dose ol sustained, great little Tokais, always

non-stop celebration and/or
observance of political anniver-
saries and 'days’ and 'weeks’' by
the new regime which came into
power after 21 years. While the
sentiment is understandable,
there is another temptation
tugging the bored citizens : va-
riety is the spice of life. Some
variations of the theme might
not be not of place.

Here are some non-political
ideas for the observance of
other varieties of 'weeks'.
During the period, the hard-
working and dedicated politi-
cians will relax. and hand over
the control, planning and exe-
cution to other practising aspi-
rants to organise the events.
The authorities may be pleased
to lend a helping hand. without
insisting on command perfor-
mances or ch the organis-
ing committees. Innocent ghap-
las (snafus) are fun.

Good driving week — In
coop/coord with the police and
the DCC and the various
unions and associations, who
are doing every thing but en-
courage good driving. The motto
is simple : The right driver to
drive the right object in the
right direction at the right time,
Split-second change of timing
might be harmful to health.

ayor's week — Civilian
bodies in small batches will
make courtesy call on the
Mayor of DCC to greet him for
keeping the city clean and the
streets without traffic conges-
tion. Even school children can
approach him to offer juvenile
eas. He may pick up a lottery
ticket to choose a voluntary
mini co-Mayor for each day of
the week. Good for civic sense.
Excessive civic liberties may be
curtailed.

Good-neighbour week —
Each neighbour will greet the
neighbours on the left, right
above, below and in front. As
for the neighbour on the back,
the use of back door is not al-
lowed.

Telephone discount week —
Each day 10 lucky winners
through lottery may be offered a
new telephone connection for
Taka 5, only installation
char%tlzz total 70 sets per annum
for the annual event. BTTB
won't lose much, but build up a
lot of goodwill. These lott
tickets may be sold at Taka
each: and the collection will
to charity and govt em

welfare /emergency s, to be
dcrided% a transparent com-
mittee, is campaign should

be popular. The number of dis-
counted connections may be in-
creased if the camipaign be suc-
cessful.

cers' rtici

aughing under adversity, and
so eager to offer their te
services at the markets. Each |

household may offer a
ft pack to a randomly selected
okai. The bag may contain

anything useful (old clothes,

empty cans/bottles, old news-

papers and magazines, used I

}Jtensﬂn, and some home-made

ood). These sporti can

be used as sl.?gsﬁ?tftmdm
during a cricket match.

Civil service week — Need
not be explained what it means.
The planning may be left en-
tirely to the apex body of the
Confederation of the BCS
Associations (or whatever it is
called). There would be man
surprises and new transparen-
cies. Where is the venue?
Perhaps a Mela in the winter.
Extracurricular activities to be
encouraged (a song and dance
number by Class | Gazetted
Officers would be a huge draw).
Use all the Officers’ Clubs
available in the city. Only one
rule is to be followed : No bu-
reaucratic :

QC week — Manufacturers
may invite the consu to
visit the factories and offer a
range of lucky surprise packets
as momentos, from to I
cheaper objects (including the
'factory rejects' or 'seconds’). A
TV set, a computer, or a teapot
would be useful, but what te do
with a dozen pack of tonics and
vitamin pills? Cannot du it

on the neighbours, as all of us
are not doctors. The to
be carefully planned, to ensure

that one in five get a packet.
Tolerance week — The only
week open to the political par-
ties: planning, tion, re-
I::cﬁ:_tljnn. entertainment. May be
held outdoor around the JS af-
ter the Eid holidays. How to re-
strict the event to controllable
dimensions? That's a brain
tea?er, week the
ncognito — During
week each minister will venture
out incognito. in disguise, on
inspection or tour, at least on
two evenings, as Khalifa
Hurunur Rashid used to do |
during the golden era of the

Khalifates. A good evening walk

to encourage good governance.
Punctuality week — |

Organiser: government offices
non-gazetted staff, but the offi-
tion is compul-
of from the |
vate sector [(including the
estate) will announce g
Top Ten winning offices; at
top and the bottom of the list.
No weekend week — All of-

the S-day weehend hotidey foe
once in a year.




