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President Shahabuddin Ahmed accompanied by city Mayor Mul}ammnc_l Hanif yesterday
visited Osmany Uddyan, one of the seven venues selected for public meetings. — PID photo

Govt itself rung bell
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haves like an autocratic one.
That's why, we've called hartal
desﬂite our unwillingness for
such programines”.

m Zia accused the gov-
ernment of getting busy how to
harm and weaken the Opposi-
tion while giving no attention
for development of the country.
"Instead of listening to our
warning against its misdeeds,
the government has opted for
the path of repression on us".

Blaming the government for
destroying everything in the
country, the Opposition leader
told the gathering, "You'll have
to continue the agitation for the
sake of your survival.... Its bet-
ter to fight than die".

The BNP chief claimed that
the country was suffering im-
mense losses in every sector due
to misrule by the government. It
is creating new problems one
after another instead of resolv-
ing the existing ones. "There is
no competent person in this

over
. LT , It's our
responsibility to identify their
mistakes and alcrt the people.
But we're not allowed to per-
form our duties".

The Opposition leader asked
the government not to obstruct
her party from carrying out its
responsibilities, if it believed in
democracy.

She also claimed that the

UNCTAD chief
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alise trade, open up investment
and creating a congenial atmo-
sphere for the free market
economy.

He also praised the efforts of
the Prime Minister to improve
the condition of the people at
the grassroots level and in-
crease the volume of trade. He
also appreciated her genuine ef-
forts and measures for poverty
alleviation.

Ricupero also paid tributes
to the founding father of
Bangladesh, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Praising the leadership of
Sheikh Hasina, the UNCTAD
chief executive said that he has
chosen Bangladesh as the
launchian pad for the LDCs re-
port, a flagship publication of
the United Nations.

The launching of LDCs Re-
port ‘97 will be held in the city
today in cooperation with the
Ministry of Commerce.

Privatisation
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The PB will launch a public
awareness programine within
next two months to mobilise
public support for privatisa-
tion. Seminars and meetings
will be held with different pro-
fessionals, he said.

The PB has initiated a three-
day discussion with donors as
they are curious to know
whether the government is
committed to privatisation and
whether the Board is getting
support from the policy makers.

"Such meetinigs are speciall
useful ahead of the Aid Clu
meeting as a part of the aid
commitment depends on the
government's etforts to stop
wastage of resources," said the
PB chairman, "Tk 2000 to Tk
2500 wastage annually on ac-
count of the SOEs is not afford-
able.” ’

He said the Board has al-
ready met some workers cadres
to discuss the handover of five
mills to workers as recently
suggested by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Another meet-
ing is scheduled this week to
identify which mills they want
to take.

"We are acting fast to hand
over five mills from five areas
to the workers. They will form a
sort of cooperatives or limited
com es to run these."

e meeting was also told
that the PB is planning to send
a team of workers leaders, and
members of parliament to visit
New Zealand, Malaysia, Pak-
istan, and Sri Lanka where pri-
vatisation programme was a
sSuccess,

The PB has also sought
donors' assistance for 'golden
‘handshake' ngramme and for
retraining of workers.

Awami League government had
failed to run the country after
independence and has also
failed now. "People have totally
lost their confidence in the

party and it's not possible for it
to do anything good in future
too."

Chaired by Jatiyatabadi
Tanti Dal chief Abdul Ali
Mridha, the meeting was also
addressed by BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhui-
yan, MP, its Joint Secretary
General Abdullah Al Noman
and some other leaders in-
cluding Shahidullah Khan,
Ataur Rahman Angur and Hu-
mayun Islam Khan.

In his speech, Mannan Bhui-
an said "Awami League is the
est democrat while in the

Opposition but the worst auto-
crat while in power.”

Bus service
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ther of the two capitals in mid-
October.

He said Dhaka and New
Delhi are keen to introduce bus
services to facilitate movement
of lakhs of people including pil-
grims, students and business-
men between the two countries.

The Joint Secretary said
that the Indian team had sought
modification of several provi-
sions of the draft agreement in
view of the position of five In-
dian states touched by the route.

Traffic jam
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Elsewhere too, the air was
thick with smell of rubbish as
water found their way into the
bins and overran the heaps of
uncleared garbage. Meteorolo-
gists said only the city and its
suburbs erienced the down-
pour. But elsewhere in the coun-
try barring Sylhet which had
only 27 mm, Srimangal 30 mm,
Feni 20 mm and Sandwip 18,
there had been practically no
rain till the evening.

Though the monsocon was
still active, it was on the wane
with change in weather pattern,

paving slow arrival of the Au-
tumn.

The northern parts of the
country had already reported
fng%: evenings and mornings.

irector of Meteorological
Department Sajedur Rahman
told The Daily Star last night
that the monsoon had been fair,
distributing its bounty this sea-
son. "Even the dangers of a lim-
ited flood in the Ganges basin
later this month seems to be
waning."

Although a seasonal mon-
soon depression was brewing
quietly in the North-West Bay
turning into a well-marked low
yesterday off the Orissa coast of
India, it may roll towards the
Orissa-Andhra coast unless it
veers off course at the last mo-
ment.

"Only then it may bring
heavy showers to Bangladesh,
otherwise normal rains are
likely along the southavestern
coast, he said.

The monsoon says goodbye
to Bangladesh on October 10.

Chambers
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critical for the country's eco-
nomic growth at this juncture.

"It is a pity that whenever
the private sector of the country
tries to rejuvenate the economy,
such political violence frus-
trates their efforts.”

The FBCCI mentioned that
this view was supported by the
Presidents of Dhaka Chamber,
Metropolitan Chamber, For-
eign Investors’ Chamber and
Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation.

It said city streets are obvi-
ously not for holding any public
meeting. "From this point of
view, the FBCCI has always
been in favour of fixation of the
places for public meetings."

The CI hoped that a con-
sensus would be reached regard-
ing holding of political meet-
ings in selected locations to
avoid "confrontational poli-
tics."

"This is the only solution to
save trade and industry from
ruination.” said the country's
apex trade body.

President
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of public meeting venues.
He will also have a meeti

with the Left Front leaders at |
am on Sunday at the conference
room of Nagar Bhaban to dis-
cuss the issue.

Meanwhile, 62 DCC ward
commissioners, hailed the
Prime Minister and the Mayor
for earmarking seven places of
the city for holding public meet-
ings.

In a statement yesterday,
they said the selection of venues
for meetings is a historic deci-
ston. "The decision will play a
vital role in reducing people’s
suffering.” the statement said.

The ward commissioners
also urged all concerned not to
do anything that might go
against public interest.

200 massacred

in Algiers

ALGIERS, Sept 23: Muslim
rebels killed between 180 and
200 people in a massacre in
suburban Algiers overnight
Monday, survivors said today,
reports AFP.

The government put the toll
at 5, adding that at least 31 of
the injured were seriously hurt.

The slaughter came less than
a month after 98 le were
killed. according to the gov-
ernment. in the worst single
massacre in five years of blood-
letting between the army and

the outlawed Islamic Salvation
Front.

RU controller
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Course examinations of 1992
and 1993 respectively of the
University. Vice-Chancellor
Prof Abdul Khaleque presided
over the meeting.

Meeting sources said that a
six-member committee has
been formed with Treasurer of
the University Prof. Abul Fazal
Haque as convener to further
investigate the irregularities.

Other members of the com-
mittee are Prof Fakhrul Islam,
Prof Entazul Haque, Prof
Saidur Rahman Khan, Prof
Habibur Rahman Akanda and
M Mohsin.

The four suspended employ-
ees are Senior Assistant ul
Mannan, Recordkeepers Gaosul
Azam Shaikh and Nurul Gani
Tlillu and Lower Assistant Syed
Ali.

Maizbhandari’s
bail petition

rejected

By Court Correspondent

The Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate s court
yesterday rejected the balil peti-
tion of Nazibul Bashar Maizb-
handari, Convenor of Jatiy-
atabadi Ulema Dal, a front or-
ganisation of BNP.

A prayer for division moved
on his behalf was left for con-
sideration of the District Mag-
istrate.

Maizbhandari, also a former
MP was taken into cuutndg
from infront of the Press Clu
on Monday at the fag end of the
dawn-to-dusk hartal called by

the BNP.

He was char under Sec-
tion 353 of the Penal Code and
Section 3 of Exglusivta Sub-
stance Act, for obstructing po-

lice in discharging their duties.

Trawler hijacked
in Bhola

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, ¢
was hijacked by a group of
armed dacoits from Gazipur
river under Lalmohan thana of
Bhola district late last night.

The Chandpur-bound
trawler FB Salma was carrying
a load of hilsa worth about Tk
three lakh, witnesses said.

Ten people were also aboard
the trawler when the dacoits
took control of the vessel at
gunpoint.

However, one of them
jumped into the river and es-

Sdcial Welfare
Secy made OSD

By Staff Correspondent

Mokhlesur Rahman, secre-
tary at the Ministry of Social
Welfare, has been made an offi-
cer on special duty (OSD) at the
Establishment Ministry.

M Nurul Abedin. currently
an additional secretary at
Health and Family Welfare
Ministry, will replace Rahman
at social welfare ministry.

The changes were announced
yesterday, a government press

release said.

23: A trawler -
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profit and buy at a lower price.

The DSE chief said the liq-
uidity in the market was al-
ready going up with the intro-
duction of netting.

Yesterday's market indeed
did not reflect the brokers'
mood, which was explained by
Monday's hartal and another
dl[\_:-inn coun de shutdown
scheduled for Thursday. "This
means that the number of
trading days will be less this
week. The market players are a
bit confused due to uncertainty
as there will be no transaction
on Thursday to Saturday,”
Howlader sajg

“It's not only based on supply
and demand.” Other factors
such as speculation, company
performance also mattered, he
said.

For example, he said, the
share prices in the kerb market
Wednesday were much higher
than those on the floor as there
was no circuit braker there. "If
Bcuple buy shares from the

oor and starts selling in the
kerb market and suffer loss
aﬁain, the DSE authorities
should not be blamed. Shares

should be bought based on facts
and not rumours.”

A senior CSE official also
backed Howlader. Compan
sSecre Qudrat-e-Khuda sai
the downward trend which pre-
vailed on the floor yesterday
had no relation with the intro-
duction of new system. "It was a
reaction to the bullish trend
over last few days. There were
many sellers on the floor which
made the market dull.”

The CSE was already prac-
tising the system, which was be-
ing attributed to the Chittagong

Market dperators
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12 R&H union
leaders held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested
the Roads & Highways Depart-
ment (R&HD) Karmachari
Oikkyo Forum from the R&HD
head office yesterday. the sec-

ond day of their nine-day strike
across the country.

When contacted Ramna po-
lice said, they were arrested on
charge of damaging public
pm%crty and nuun%_

e R&HD employees have
been on strike since September
22 to press their 11-point de-
mand.

There demands include
‘work charge’ for 8203 'casual’
workers and regularisation of
1311 'work charge' employees.

A press release of the Forum
said the arrested leaders in-
clude Abu Kalam Shamsuddin,
Moklesur Rahman, Sheikh
Taibur Rahman, Razaul Karim,
Abu Saleh Talukdar, Ahmad
Ullah and Shah Alam. The
strike will continue despite ar-
rest of their leaders, the release
added.

Most of woman
repression cases
false: IGP

Most of the woman repres-
sion cases filed with concerned
police stations of the country
are false, said Inspector General
of Police M Azizul Haque, re-
ports UNB.

He was addressing a
monthly review meeting on
crime at the Police Headquar-
ters yesterday. said an official
handout.

The IGP directed the district
and unit heads of police to ini-
liate case as per the existing
laws of the land against those
who [lle false cases on charge of
women repression.

He also directed the city and
district detective branches to
discharge their duties with sin-
cerity to check criminal activi-
ties.

The IGP also laid emphasis
on strengthening community
policing throughout the coun-
try, including Dhaka city.

bourse because of its being able
to surpass the DSE trade vol-
ume. Brokers in Dhaka had
raised the demand that an uni-
form systemn be introduced for
both.

A senior DSE member was,
however, not enthusiastic about
the new system. According to
him, it will only make share
trading "more risky.”

"Without ecomputerisation
and the Central Depository Sys-
tem, the netting will bring
nothing for the investors,” he
said.

“The brokers will benefit a
lot because they will not have to
E:y money everyday but what

nefit it will bring for the in-
vestors remains a question,” he
said. "Rather the brokers will be
able to play with the investors
money."

The CSE secretary said he
hu])ed the new system would
help bring buoyancy in the
market. But he feared the lig-
uidity situation might be ham-
pered due to the settlement fre-
quency.

"Let's see what happens in
the future after introducing the
new system.”

Operators on the ground gave
a rather apathetic response.
“Traders are a bit confused and
not sure about the method of
trading otherwise it was more
or less same on the floor." said
floor trader Rashedul Kabir.
"There was crisis a few days
back. Now it seems opposite. We
have to work for a longer time
as turnever is increasing.”

Bisnu Pada Kandu, another
floor operator. explained: "Huge
selling pressure, profit-taking
I::é' investors and an inactive
ICB were the main reasons for
the market to fall.”

12 leaclers of
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known that they had killed
President Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Begum Mujib, their
three sons, two daughters-in-
law and Sheikh Naser at the
residence of the President at Rd
No 32 and Col Jamil near that

residence in the early morning

of August 15, 1975.
‘It was also known that they
had killed Sheikh Moni, his

wife, Serniabat and his family

the same day.

Some of these officers went
abroad on November 3, 1975,
the PW-15 said. During his de-
position the witness also iden-
tified accused Farook and
Shahriar in the dock.

Rabbani also said that he

was among those officials who

organised the oath-taking cer-
emony of the cabinet at the
Bangabhaban in the afternoon
of August 15, 1975, on instruc-
tions of the high officials.

"My duty hours were sched-
uled from 2:00 pm on August 14,

1975 to 8:00 am the next day. We
used to discharge our duties at

the Ganabhaban, office of the
then President Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and at

his residence at Rd No 32,
Dhanmondi.

"l went for duty at the Gan-
abhaban on August 14, 1975 as

per schedule and at around 8:30

gm. we escorted President
angabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman to his residence.
Thereafter | returned to
Bangabhaban taking permis-
sion from the President.

"There were three ADCs to
the President at that time and
they were taken from the three
services. The ADCs were given
accommodation to reside at the
Bangabhaban.

"Capt Sharif Aziz came to
my room at around 6:00 am on
August 15, 1975 and informed
me about firing at the residence
of the President at Rd No 32,
Dhanmandi. Capt Sharif was
also an ADC to the President
during that time.

"Brig Mashrurul Huq (late),
the then Military Secretary
(MS]) to the President ordered us
to rush to the residence of

Ban%abandhu.
"Capt Sharif and myself

went to the residence of Brig
Mashrur, who at that time was
residing in a quarter at the
Bangabhaban premises. Three
ofusina B abhaban vehicle
started for the residence of
Bangabandhu at Dhanmondi.

"We encountered a group of
soldiers in black and khaki
uniforms at the Science Labora-
tory Crossing on the Mirpur
Road and another group at the
entry point of Rd No 6, Dhan-
mandi. On disclosure of our
identities they allowed us to go.

"On arrival at the entry

oint of Rd No 32 along the

irpur Road, we encountered a
group of army personnel com-
prising NCOs, JCOs and sol-
diers. Even after we disclosed
our identity, they asked us to get
down from the vehicle, took
away our purse, wrist watches
and then tied our hands behind
our backs.

"They asked us to sit on the
ground of the nursery near the
road on the lake side. Later they
also blindfolded us.

"From a transistor at the
nursery we heard radio broad-
casts saying, this is Maj Dalim

speaking ... despot Mujib has
heen-kinlfad

"There we also heard the

Bangabandhu Murder Case

noise of loading of guns.”

"An officer came later and
ordered to unite us and remove
the blind folds. 1 saw Maj Fa-
rook when my blindfold was
removed. He also ordered Maj
Shahidullah to take us to the
Ganabhaban.

"I later came to know that
through the mediation of Ma
Shahidullah we were relea
and sent to the Ganabhaban
although Risalder Moslemud-
din had earlier instructed the
group to eliminate us.

"Maj Shahidullah escorted
us to the Ganabhaban and
handed us over to another group
of officers there who took us to

the office of the ADC and kept
us under tight security.

‘Then we contacted the
Bangabhaban to get our uni-
forms and soon after we
changed our civilian clothes.
Later. when Brig Mashrurul
Hugq contacted the Army Head-

quarters, we were directed to re-
port there.

“We reported to Col Nasim,
Military Secretary at the Army
Headquarters and through him
got directives from the high
command to report to the
Bangabhaban. It was already
4:00 pm in the afternoon when
we left the Army Headquarters.

"The President's office at
Bangabhaban was crowded with
military officers and civilians
when we reached there and we
found Khandaker Mushtaque

Ahmed occupying the chair of [T

the President.

"For our rience in the af-
fairs of Bangabhaban we were
ordered by the higher authori-

ties to organise the oath taking
ceremony of the cabinet,” Rab-
bani said.
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Myanmar forces

abduct 8
Bangladeshis

COX'S BAZAR, Sept 23: Eight

Bangladeshi fishermen along

with their fishing boat were ab-
ducted by Myanmar border se-
curity force Nasaka from the
confluence of Naaf river in
Teknaf thana today, reports
UNB.

Quoting witnesses boat
owner Musa Ali said Nasaka
forces, who intruded into
Bangladesh's territorial water,
forced the boat to drive towards
Myanmar while returning from
deep sea after fishing in the
morning.

The boat owner who hails
from Shahpurir Dwip, in-
formed Bangladesh Rifles of the

"“Cu reopens
Oct 18

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 23: Chit-
tagong University will reopen
on October 18, official sources
said today.

The university syndicate

took the decision today at a
special meeting with Vice

ancellor Prof ul Mannan
in the chair.

The meeting also decided to
reopen the residential halls on
October 16 at 2 pm. The VC re-
quested the departments con-
cerned to reschedule the pend-
ing examinations.

Gournadi BNP secy
held for keeping

illegal arms

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Sept 23: Union
Parishad chairman and BNP
leader was arrested by police
today for possessing {llegal
arms, extortion and terrorist
activities.

According to police, Alha|
Abul Hossein Mia, eral sec-
retary, BNP Gournadi thana
unit and Chairman of Barthi
Union Parishad was arrested
from Torky Bandar.

Substandard drugs
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allopathic origin, Drug Admin-

istration sources said.
A high official of the Drug
Administration while talking

to The Star said, more in-
spectors, logistics and suffi-
cient budgetary allocation are

required for strict and proper
inspection for quality control.

"We have only 24 offices
across the country. Out of only
45 inspectors, 40 are responsi-
ble for field-level inspection
throughout the country. On an
ave . Tk 1.5 crore is sanc-
tioned annually for our job
which is also poor,” he said.
Sometimes inspection in re-
mote rural areas is not possible
due to shortage of vehicles, he
added.

Asked if the government has
any plan to increase the exist-
ing facilities. the official said,
"A project is awaiting Health
Ministry's approval for quite
some time now".

An inspector said, "We are to
make routine inspection of drug
stores and plants. There are
22.000 licensed drug stores in
addition to 12,000 provisional’
drug stores while there are 207
Allopathic drug manufacturi
plants, 291 Unani, 19
Ayurvedic and 75 H thic
medicine producing factories in
the country. How is it possible
on our to check production
and marketing of low quality
drugs visiting such a large
number of spots with this man-
power?"

Giving his expert opinion, a
senior physician said, "Sub-
standard drugs may not be
E_?rmfulllSut those do not serve

e actual purpose. The dose of
medicine by a doctor
depends on its raw materials.

A drug analyst said, "Nor-
mally, quality drugs contain
raw materials, between plus 5
pc and minus 5 pc. But if the
drug contains more than the
permitted amount of raw mate-
rial, the dose may cause serious
iliness.” '

A total of 529 cases were
filed in the Drug Court till

lMarch this year. Two drug

manufacturers were impris-
oned while 275 cases are still
under trial. A total of 254 cases
were settled.

During three and a half

from 1993 till 1996 July

of 23 drug manufactur-

ing factories were cancelled and

production stopped by the Drug
Administration.

Licences of another 70 drug
plants were " ". Regis-
trations of 78 WEeTe unre-
solved while those of two can-
celled.

According to sources in the
Drug Administration, the li-

cences and registrations were
cancelled or

after the
were found sub-standard
d routine tests.

Consumers damage
power substation

in Patuakhali

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Sept 23: Electric-
ity consumers attacked and
damaged a sub-station in
the Patu Powerhouse last
night protesting irregular
power supply.

Besides, electric consumers
of Dumki thana area of Patu-
akhali have decided not to pay
electricity bills and brought out

;ﬂm supply. They mlﬂﬁgg

vented metre readers
preparing electricity bills.

Arrested Naga
rebel brought

to Dhaka

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 23: The
suspected Naga insurgent ar-
rested with a sophisticated
wireless set from the city on
September 17 was taken to
Dhaka today under heavy police
escort for interrogation.

The Naga insu t, identi-
fied as Sahrshnii Nagatu, will
be Inlerro%ntcd by a special
team of intelligence agencies,
police sources said.
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