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IMF Support

OufnegoﬂluomwiththeIManrnloanwurth
600 million US dollars under its Enhanced Struc-
tural Adjustment Facility (ESAF) to tide over a

balance of payment (BOP) problem have reportedly
run into a knotty phase. The very name of the fa-
cility suggests that the Bretton Wood institution
would insist on certain structural fine-tuning to
| precede their actual release of trances, but the con-
ditions needn't be overwhelmingly difficult for a
country seeking these under pressing circum-
stances.

The ent's bo from the banking
system has drawn a flak from our columns on the
ground that it meant a credit squeeze for the pri-
vate sector, yet it is difficult to imagine how the
fall-out on the forex reserve linked to emergency
food imports against the backdrop of weather-in-
duced cereal deficits could be averted.

On the issue of privatisation the AL government
is to associate the workers with the man-
agement of the disinvested SOEs. This is how the
government plans to circumvent labour resis-
tance to divestiture. Evidently, a take-over by sea-
soned entrepreneurs is not being visualised. This
calls for not merely objective-driven retraining
and reorganisation but also steady credit support
to new managements for sometime to come. That's
why the Privatisation Board has entered into a se-
ries of meetings with the donor community repre-
sentatives in Dhaka seeking their help in persuad-
ing their people at the headquarters to extend ma-
terial support to us for implementing the privati-
sation agenda in full.

Either the workers of the SOEs accept the man- |

agement responsibility of the losing concerns or
they agree to these being transferred outright to
buyers in the private sector. In the second case,
there may well be need for retrenchment, golden
handshake, retraining for rehabilitation and so-
cial netting.

It is time Bangladesh government worked out
the requirements in both scenarios and devised
ways and means to meet these from its own re-
sources as much as possible leaving the rest to the
good judgement of the multilateral agencies.

Refrain from It

We had condemned this new pattern of vandal-
ism during the last hartal and exhorted the politi-
cal parties to stop their cadres and activists from
indulging in criminal activities like attacking
press vehicles. Apparently, our pleadings have
fallen on deaf ears. Picketers damaged more than
a dozen autorickshaws c press staff at vari-
ous points of the city during the hartal hours on
‘I last Monday. It was not only the inanimate vehi-

cles W g; during the "dawn to dusk
stri esh Nation

(BNP) and its right wing allies but also the profes-
sionals in them who were harassed and beaten up
by activists. At some places they allegedly even
robbed the journalists and photographers on the
move with a view to discharging their professional
duties. Worse, like last time, on this occasion too ,
a particular section of the press was targeted by the
‘strike enforcers’. The motive at work seemed to be
more sinister than the mere purpose of creating
| obstruction to a professional group .

We want to get this message across loud and clear
that the attitude shown by BNP activists during the
last two hartals is thoroughly condemnable. BNP
high command cannot allow any section of its fol-
lowers to swoop on the press from a retaliatory
impulse. More so, when there is a standing declara-
tion that press and other emergency services will
remain outside strike calls. If people can be re-
spectful to the Geneva Convention even in war
times what stops the mere political activists to be
deferential to some norms that have been approved
by their leaders?

This cannot go on. BNP or any party for that
matter must make sure that their activists do not
attack the press people during strike hours. If they
cannot ensure that, they better not go for strikes.
In fact, given the portents for anarchy underlying-
every hartal call, we urge the opposition to gener-
ally refrain from it.

Sensible Thing to Do

Health Minister Salahuddin Yusuf has hit the
headlines for doing something laudable. On Mon-
day morning on his way back to Dhaka from a
visit to Satkhira he broke journey at Kalaroa and
entering into a high school named after him,
pulled down the signboard reading "Salahuddin
Yusuf High School" and resumed his journey. Be-
fore setting off he directed the school authorities
to use its earlier name, the Beshboti Junior Sec-
ondary School. Months back on April 23 the min-
ister had himself inaugurated the Salahuddin
Yusuf School.

What happened in the mean time was that the
minister came to know that his name was being
used in a conspiracy by a tﬁmup to capture the
school. It was involved in the school politics of
that village. He reacted appropriately and
promptly to extricate himself from the foul game.

The rogues that resort to such ploys as naming a

after some big name in order to steal that,
t after knowing through experience that this
Eeym But the naming ruse %:erall does not mis-
either. There have long been a lot among min-
isters and other top people who are not quite hon-
ourable and would stoop to any low for a chance to
te their names. We are that Mr Yusuf

ngs to a hunngulﬂe . ;

‘Encouraged, we wo e to go a step farther. It
ﬁ.h,a bfcen in bad taite tt:ag name En:,é inﬂtl;llll—

n or road etc. after an n. ci
when that living person yhav;n\gegyﬂlﬁﬂe tge do ¢
way of big donations or endowments and activity
- man service, with the thing named after
‘him. We shall be gratified to see that nothing is
named after a sitting minister — ever.
 Whenever a group of faceless people want to
name azliy roject of theirs after the high and
ﬂltf d, there must

fishy. Please beware of such.
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Everybody Collects Tolls Everywhere

Why the T&T must discriminate customers on the basis of membership of the parliament? Why there must be
two standards — one for the ordinary people and the other for those who make laws for the ordinary people?
Why all customers will not be treated alike?

news published

in thelm Ittefaq last

week that some
former and t parliamen-

presen
tarians of the country owe Taka
50.4 milllon as arrear
telephone bills to the T&T
au ties. According to the
, there are at least 125
llamentarians in the coun-
rir whose unpaid telephone
bills r between Taka 100
thou to Taka 1.63 million.
The list includes two former
prime ministers of the coun
as the second and the fo
%t hone defaulters.
» ously, the T&T authori-
es
that are applicable to its ordi-
customers — in dealing
with the defaulting parliamen-
tarians. Otherwise, those de-
faulting telephone lines would
have been disconnected long be-
fore the unpaid bills could
reach such a amount.
The minister concerned report-
edly has stated that attemgis
were made to collect those
g&pn.ld and some of those

s were already collected.

Of course, such initiatives
are welcome. But the question
lies elsewhere — why T&T
must discriminate customers
on the basis of membership of
the parliament? Why there
e ram peome ot iha

e ordin e and the
other for t;:ggp:;:; make laws
for the ordin le? Why
all customers not be treated
alike? Can an ordinary citizen
think of having a telephone
line operating year after year
without paying the bills?

More importantly, why the
initiatives to collect the unpaid
telephone bills are so i ute,
so indecisive? The government
is never so lenient when it
comes to recovery of money
from the ordinary le. For
example, a report, carried in the
same newspaper on September
22, suggests that the
government has filed as many
as 18 thousand cases to recover
Taka 440 million from default-
ing farmers and weavers in
three districts, and officials
concerned are going door to
door to recover the money. Why
the government doesn't do the
same thing against big-time
bank defaulters? How many

cases has the Eovmmcnt filed
against telephone defaulters

s yd  leeectoriii-

Sir, In a recent“six-pagé 18-
ter the Star TV's chief executive
in India was warned of action
for defying service rules which
require a retiring government
servant to obtain written per-
mission before ta.hnq up a job.
He was an. employee of
Doordasshan, India.

Under Indian law, bureau-

. crats cannot take up cmpk;y-
or

ment in the private sector

two after retirement un-
less given official permission.
The provision is aimed at stop-
ping bureaucrats favouring
companies in return for the
promise of a suitable lucrative
position after their retirement.

It is next to impossible to of-
fer pay by the government in
any country to match the same
offered by a te company to
a trained public servant.
Moreover, allegiance to the
proposed new master moulds
decision-making sacrificing

ublic interests. Connivance to
ormulate and sanction disas-
ter schemes like
Gulshan-Baridhara" lake de-
velopment is a common occur-
rence in this country. Joining
oil companies after distribu
favours in allocation of blocks
for hydrocarbon exploration
becomes common.

Why can't the same rule
prevalent in India for retiri
public servants forthwith mﬁ
applicable in Bangladesh?

Arifur Rahman Khan
House-59, Road-5
Banani, Dhaka

Price of petroleum
products

Sir, The government has
suddenly announced price rise
of olium products that has
led to an uproar in the country.
In a TV discussion, the Energy
Minister and his able Secretary
t:ixplaincd the rationale of the

SE€.

This is a major decision af-
fecting the lives of millions.
There Is no doubt that there has
been steep rise of prices of
petroleum products in the in-
ternational market and the

overnment was left with no op-

on but to raise the prices. But
before such a major de-
cision, the government should
have made a public discussion
on how to minimise the impact
of such a hike. Nobody loses bly
exploring ideas from all possi-
ble sources rather, there is ev-
ery chance of being profited
from public discussion.

Mrs Momtaz Jahan
Fulbari, Sylhet

Acid rain kills

Sir, All of us have about Acid
Rain and the d e it does to
our environment, but most of us
do not know how it is caused.
Inside car and truck es,
oxygen and nitrogen combine to
form ni oxides. When oil,
gas and coal is burnt any sul-
phur in them forms sulphur
dioxide. Nitrogen oxide and
nulghur dioxide are the cause of
acid rain.

When acid rain falls on trees

, they grow weaker, and the soll

"Banani-

whose unpaid bills run into
millions of taka?
Jiith degarve thie Dighiast past
ans the t .
ble perks and privileges in a
democratic society. But default-
ing telephone bills cannot be
one. They do receive telephone
allowances from the ern-
ment. Reportedly, some of the
parliamentarians preferred to
put the allowances in their own
kets rather than clearing
heir bills with T&T authori-
redeemable cou or directly
m telephone bill to the
tarians could inform the nation
whx)th: government chose not
to do so.

But th;;;uru.-‘l;l‘mm with the
country’s tarians are
not limited to defaulting tele-
ﬂhnn: bills alone. If the pub-

cly made statement the
country's President is right

many of them mmmw

commoda murderers. But so
far. the nation did not watch
any furor or turmoil over the
statement. Does it mean that
the Leader of the tion
made a correct statement? If the
Parliament is com

many bank defaulters,

cilans — almost anywhere in the
wnrld—unu.ﬂ;mumm
other segment of the societ

They are lucky that no lncic{r
akes their lies or deceptions

a
democratic state is pledge
bound to maintain law and or-
der in a neutral manner and

same treatment to sim-

a
§_
5

defaulters of bank loans as
well. Just few weeks ago the
President criticised them for
breaking the law of the land
while being responsible for

making the laws. The list of
parliamentarians will be quite
remarkable if one adds the

lists of bank defaulters and
telephone defaulters. Both are
aimed at the nation to
the core. What of exam
the parliamentarians set for
the nation by conspicu-
ously responsible for such a
lmﬁ;lnmc plundering of the
na 'S scarce resources?
Worse still, another serious
criticism has been labelled
against them recently. The
Leader of the tion told a
group of j sts that some
parliamentarians — sitting in
the current Parliament — are
also murderers. It could be a
dangerous statement haﬂ;:jg
far-reaching ussions. Af-

ter all. the parliament is not the
most appropriate place for ac-

by CAF Dowlah
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cial, economic or political
stratifications.

A country like —
where itself is at a
Wﬂh and the soci-

y in every con-
cdvnﬁ: way — can hardly af-

ford a high-profile, all-perva-
:hrﬁ. and flourishing default-
culture participat privi-
ﬁdm from all lglyveru of
. the defaulters — be a
tarian or not — may
go scot-free, the nation cannot
escape the burden. Ultimately,
the ordinary people — who have
no status, no position, no .
sentation — pays the bill.

huck-u?:- t there,
The irony with the whole

matter is that the things that
have been discussed above
should have been pointed out by
the parliamentarians them-
selves. After all, they are the
elected resentatives of the
people they have the obli-
gation to make sure that each
and every dime of the nation's

grows poorer. If destroys the
roots of trees by releasing
Aluminum ions. The trees

‘into streams and lakes, -

ing Aluminum ijons with it.
;l:hmﬁum is the real killer.
s are blocked a pre-
cipitate of Muminumbl{ydrux-
:‘.h e. So the fish suffocates as
cannot take in oxygen. The
ac% in the rain can also poison
sh.

So you can see, the damage it
does to the environment is
enormous. It has killed the fish
in more than 4000 lakes in
Sweden. Over 50,000 lakes are
affected in Canada. Over two-
-tEhlrdu :;fhme cum:'ier trees l;n

as been damaged

acid rain. Dncsd:l;tgéhjn m:'ur}:
mation give a ' : to
us. Already our atmosphere is
one of the world's most polluted
one or rather ‘the most’ polluted
one. Because our country is poor
with old and out-dated vehicles
on its roads which are continu-
ously polluting our atmosphere
with emission of toxic gases.
Added to that, now we have in-
vited our neigbours to further
play havoc on our environ-
ment. Thousands of more
diesel-run trucks and lorries
are now going to add poison to
our environment.

We cannot do away with our
own vehicles however harmful
tl'u?lr1 may be. But why add more
to the existing factors responsi-
ble for acid rain? Is some tax
money earned from it worth the
irreversible damage that it will
do to our environment? Isn't it
going to do more harm than

to us? Surely nothing is
worth what we 1 lose if our
trees and fish die. with
them the birds and insects that
live in the trees. Who will re-
place those for us? Any amount
of money cannot make up for
this loss of ours. So please do
not sacrifice all this for mere
cash — not our forests and
wildlife.

Please, we beg of you !

Dr Sabrina Rashid
Dhaka

Getting rid of
meetings?

Sir, Some things are
ha in town that needs a
little clarification. I completely

with the Mayor when he

says that nobody can hold
meetings on the roads and

- streets, as these causes heavy

traffic jam. I myself am a
sufferer of such a . 1 was
once caught in a jam for about 3
hours on the Tongi Diversion
Road and almost got choked
from the fumes and horns of the
vehicular traffic. " This
haﬁgened when one of our
political parties recently held a
and” meeting at either

anik Mia Avenue or the
Pantho Path, I don't exactly
remember the venue. The
Mayor has decided with some
other political parties (which
includes the Awami League, of
Wl nl;-:ncm :ﬁ\tn places to

old pu meetings. Again,
does selecting these places for
holding Fublic meetings means
section 144 at all other places?
The police has a job to do when
someone tries to erect a podium
in the roads or streets for hold-
ing such meetings, which are

built much prior to the meet-
ings itself, Is it a show to
harass ple like Dr. Badrud-

N ottt beld Pk} N Y% P 1)

am a point here. Cadf
oo S nian?

someone : .
Another vital question to
the Mayor is: Is the selection of
uwmnﬂtﬂmwmrtheup-
? If

position parties the law is

equally good for AL and as well
as others, then how come police

did not stop an AL near

Ibrahimpur in (under aka
Cantonment PS) the city, creat-
ing jams on Sepiember 207
Himu Ibrahim

e-mail
Dhaka

Dishonouring four

sisters
Sir, Once , it is the case

of devilish cruelty committed
on women. Why is there no se-
curity of life, property and hon-
our of women in our coun
Why is the law and order situa-
tion getting deteriorated day by
day? Is it not yet another slap
on our face, on our society and
on the administration of our
coun

Four sisters have been .
raped at Sanarpar in Siddhir-

anj which is not far from

haka. At one stage, one of the
sisters freed herself from the
clutches of the devils and ran to
the police station. The police
rushed to the spot and arrested
four culprits.

We demand severe punish-
ment to the criminals, and thus
he;lg stop cruelty on women and
dishonduring them in future.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street, Wari, Dhaka-
1203

Movie tax and black
tickets

Sir, Hollywood movies in
Dhaka and our muffasil towns
is all very well. As you must be
aware, foreign movies are al-
ready being screened in movie
halls. Like the low quality pi-
rated video versions, th:r are
nowhere near their original
length. Video rental shops still
remain our only source for
viewing films unscissored. Will
big screens today offer a similar
ware? If they don't, movies
won't fetch as much as they
could have. Even Sean Connery
and Gina Lollobrigida's Woman
of Straw at Madhumita was
slashed by the pre-Liberation

overnment, or the distributor
rought the copy after it had

seen the inside of all other
Asian countries! Naturally,
such scissoring spoilt our view-
ing pleasure.
uwada}m low class people
as distinct from the low income
group, have money to throw
around. The educated middle
class family cannot sit with
these uncultured, rowdy ele-
ments at Modhumita's balcony
upstairs or rear stall down-
stairs. Perhaps we will have to
sit in the middle stall or third
stall.
No, | am not Juk"ﬁ These
seats are too cheap in the eyes of
these vocal, unruly elements.

‘But we have sat there in our

Euuth. We enjoyed Agatha
hristie's Witness for the Pros-
ecution in pin drop silencet!

SCarce resources are put to its
best use. If they don't care about
their professed responsibilities
and join other opportunity-
seekers in the society to collect

tolls at every t. how can the
munnmnwmnrd?

The parliamentarians
should answer to the nation
how the T&T can make profit if

they themselves don't pay their
personal telephone bills
amoun millions of taka.

How the can operate prof-
itably, if the ministries and
other government Eﬂ:nclcu
don't pay telephone worth
billions of taka each year?
They should answer how the
nationalised commercial
banks can run . if one
in every three in volt
ends up in the accounts of the
defaulters? They should answer
to the nation how the NCBs can
be profitable if their branches
are on the basis of polit-
ical and other non-economic
considerations?

Rumours have it that the
government is contempiating to
allot a plot of land in capi-
tal city to each member of
parliament. Of course, the gov-
ernment can do whatever it
likes — especially when it
comes to distributing favours to
the politicilans or bureaucrats.
But the question is: How and
why all members of parliament
deserve a government plot in
the cidtﬁlrﬂuw would they repre-
sent constituencies belng
ﬂcrmamnt]}' settled in Dhaka

oreover, what kind of repre-
sentation that would be? Are
the ment ng to revive
the concept of absentee land-
lord in the country’'s politics?

It is simply d to
pinpoint all the vices, crimes,
corruptions, unfair means,
plundering and robbe
on in the country — with active
of The Peivlleged pale of the
O privileged peop
Gl plic peiomete — tachiting

public — inclu
those t}utptlli'lm ?Jrn default-cul-
ture and toll-collections —
know in their hearts that this
nation may be poor, but it has
made many I:veopu rich, fabu-
lously rich. It will not be aw-
fully unrealistic to hope that
some day somehow these ill-
gotten wealth, , privi
and notoriety will be subject to
public scrutiny.

There was never any untoward
behaviour from the occupants
of those seats, even when

Today most tickéts are Sold”
in blackmarket. But lJaws are

funny thlil_gl If you manage to
arrive before tﬁ': movie, you
will find a few tickets are avail-
able at the counter to satisfy an
inspector on a sudden visit. The
harassing entertainment tax of
pre-liberation days is still in
existence! Why? 't we, the
ordinary citizens, entitled to
entertainment? If movie halls
are to be taxed like any com-
mercial enterprise, let it be on
that basis. Don't call it enter-
tainment tax as if either the
private enterprises or the gov-
ernment has a large number of
entertainment opportunities
open to us. Even when we go on
picnics, the venues are crowded
and we fear getting robbed and
involved in fatal accidents.
Instead we are to 'en-
tertainment tax' and the movie
hall has to pay municipal hold-
ing tax and the inexplicable
VAT, 'inexplicable' because the
postulation was if VAT comes
all other taxes go out. VAT was
introduced to prevent multiple
taxation. Well, in such a won-
derful atmosphere, welcome
E?’:l);mood: Raiders of the Lost

Sultan Wares

* B, Frere School Street

Dhaka- 1205

Scanning the dailies

Sir, Within few days of as-
su Djmwer. our Prime Min-
ister (PM) with a bundle of fa-
mous/infamous and
known/unknown (having less
circulation) dailies settled
down in the appointed chair of
the Leader of the House. Then,
at one , she started reading
out one another the news
items, related to

rape/murder/looting /extortion
!cﬁt::miabaztand

e lawless-
ness, that occurred in

Euﬂnga:@afgﬁah, in a month (or so)
e past regime.

As she did so, law-makers,
around her in the JS, applauded
her for her performance. We
too, in our parlour, ap-
plauded her to appreciate her
patience, efforts and tenacity of
8C all the details of those
dailies, tor meticulously assess-
ing the crime situation which
concerned her. That time, we
also believed the bad gover-
nance of past regime caused so
much deterioration of law and
order. So, people hoped that the
present government would cer-
tainly do the needful. Then, we
also watched a show on BTV,
where our PM was shown to
adorn the top executive's chair

in the PM retariat. There,

il gelens el fohoiighe’
a a

natiannﬁnillu (in cnntrnilt

with General Ershad's show of
austerity, biking to his office).
We hope our PM still follows
the similar routine shown to us.
We would also from our
PM to table a similar resume of
national dailies. in the House
on the law and order situation,
at the end of 15-month of her

reign.

A R Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

how does one
some modicum of

democracy where

You are right in

allowed to take action
activists within the
the BNP's office.
avoidable.

This

the

thereby inj
cion into an
mixture.

I am not sure about r
nt that the decision of the
for all

to hold meeti on city
streets, l;;.n to be imp
voluntarily. In that case, a

Ell-ccujcnt has been set, and in
ture every major decision of

the DCC will d

consensus. That
be so. If

d on a

positive measures the
authorities to mlvchythe mandtr
serious problems that are well
known. | would have i

that a directive not to hold
political meetings on main

roads and thoroughfares would

be welcomed by everyone, as it

encompasses all parties and
will unquestionably improve
traffic
congestion. A discussion and

the unbearable
the needed consensus on this
will just drag on day after day,
month after month with no

result, as we have seen so often

on almost every other issue.

This hﬂnﬁcme back to the
point of political stability. The
of hartals was expected to
catch up with the Awami
sooner or later, given their

track record in that field, and

given the mindset of the

mpmluun, Yes, it is fair to say

t the demand for a caretaker
government was logical,

&wwluly as the BNP had
emselves had come to power

a caretaker mechanism

:gﬂ ej:lb?l' and thcyé were
e, arrogant an

| the absol arce of the

February was an

unaccept deviation from

democrati¢ n with the BNP

needlessly heading into a
situation of confrontation, and
coming out the worse for it.

- Today, this is precisely what
must be avoided — an atmo-
I .llu:r: of ﬁonﬁ'unm tation and di-

Veness. government,
police to forcibly hn?lj-r
dle political activists, is E:dng
a window of o unity to ex-
tremists on all sides. Certainly
the AL, literally from the day
they assumed office, have been

"This Act will Cost
AL a Lot"

Ahsan Ahmed

The editorial of September
20 — "This act will cost the AL a
lot”, made me wonder as to just
and create
political
stability in a parliamentary
the

tion can't bear to sit out

office for the required term.
observing that

the police should not have been

against
of
was

Against this, the
removal of the bridge on

Crescent Lake, if it was
needed in another of the
country, which I to
be the case, was a more difficult
exercise for the t, as

tion would have ob-
. No matter what. If, how-
ever, the bridge was not criti-
cally needed elsewhere, there
was no need to have removed it,
further suspi-
ready volatile

not
ted

cannot

anything, D is
desperately in need of ﬂnndtaynd

subjected to all forms of taunts
provocations, some petty,
some serious, such as
celeh&'; a birthday on the
very day that Sheikh Mujib and
his family were brutally killed
or, when tra abroad, to
make humiliating and
outrageous comments about
one's country before an
and bemused onal

But the government of the
day, whichever

has to, sadly, expect and predict
such behaviour, and have
to maintain their cool and
calm, while up the rule
A e M o W o

P wi a tic
g ggtiing P
theoretically the AL is in F
for a five-year term and AL
:'ma the mandate to shape and
mplement as see
fit, be it rdamth m. an
increase in fuel

peace accord in
opposition

o ounif ol B

‘ 1
accept the BTV tmiiation to 00
their man evances openly

and pu

" It may be true that the AL
has not handled the
and the financial sector

well, nor have
transparent in some

their ideas, such as a sub-
regional grouping. Why don't
the opposition make these
points forcefully in the man
institutional avenues a

in tl::r d&t::cm framework
ra pting every-
day life the medium of
street agitation?

On the of medium-
to long-term political ;
80 cri and essential for t
economic growth of this
country, | wonder how | we
can afiord to sustain this
of destructive and dishonest

olitics. If our olitical
uminaries are unable ?n
the ground rules of a
E,?J.!L‘w{“"““’;g;‘;m

80

in 1990-91, perhalp- the answer
may lie in some form of a con-
sensus or national t
where all can en-

joy the fruits of power
Iﬁﬁm the Nﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂ?
8 now q ¢
charade, 'i'ﬁm &ent
respectable life. | look at
the Malaysian . where
the U coalition has run
country so very o for
several years thro tnelr
ular brand of o :

ur litical parties here
S decide how they want to
govern this country, be it a
FAIMcntaqr or presidential
orm or a form of national gov-
ernment, and then live by the
rulte:. whether they like it or
not.

AR A I R R R R R N YRS

Sheema’s Death: Barrister
clarifies

M Amir-Ul Islam

Sir, The Daily Star Mr. K.S. Nabi, Barrister Rabeya
Roundtable with an expert Bhuiya and myself as lawyer
group on the JS on replied that there is I:{ru\m
Sheema's Death" is praisewor- sion under Cr. PC for'’ cus-
thyf In m deliberation printed, tody’' or ‘judicial custody.’
as I noticed, in 22 is- 3
sue of the DS, | was quoted at t:aag lg?tiun m“rtﬂ.:dhotm
various parts of the report.

However, when it comes to
any reference to the court, we
have to be particularly careful
so that it may not be miscon-
strued.

I have been quoted at least in
two places in a manner, as [ no-
ticed, which may be miscon-
strued to s as if it under-
mines the dignity of an institu-
tion, for which we all have the
highest respect. It is neither the
intc:t%lcun of 4::nu1;:f E;Hbcll;auu:m
nor rt e publica-
tion to ul:llludrpﬂclmhm the &gnlty of
any court.

In order to avoid any con-

or debate cent the

publication, may I attempt to
reconstruct what I said:

The concern of the distin-
guished participants in the
workshop which is also the
concern of the entire people of
our country was shared me
as | said that it is s that
the victims of the rape find
their place in prison and the vi-
olators get scot free.

It has often been submitted
before the court that victims
should not be sent to prison.
Court traditionally gets more
concerned with the custody is-
sue and often re the liberty
issue and send them to prison
in the name of 'safe cu S In
many cases courts have ordered
the minor girl to be released in
the cust of parents. Girls
refuse to ﬁo to parents. Conse-

spen

quently, t d their da
in prisons. times months
years are t without de-
termination age of the vic-
tim. They often find themselves
in jail in company of criminals

and prostitutes. They thm:%!:
are assumed minors give bi

to child inside prison and also
die in prison.

Questions
roundtable, addressed -
larly to lawyers present
whether there is any law relat-
ing to 'judicial custody’ or safe
custody’. The Attorney General




