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Sporadié clashes mark hartal
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tendance in government offices
was relatively thin.

Air, rail and launch and
steamer services to and from
the city remained unhindered.

. Mirpur, Jatrabari, Mal-
ibagh, Paltan. Farmgate, Ma-
hakhali, Kantaban. Kakrail.
Topkhana Road and the road in
front of BNP's central office at
Naya Paltan were' the main
trouble spots in the city yester-
day.
Starting from early morn-
ing, chase and counter-chase
between police and pickets con-
tinued till post-hartal hours at
Naya Paltan area. Police lobbed
teargas shells time and again as
pickets from nearby alleys
made occasional stone-pelting
attacks on them and bumnt t

on the road. One Nurul Islam,
35, was injured there when a gas

shell hit him around five in the
afternoon. He was admitted to
DMCH.

A procession of JAGPA came
under baton charge by police at
around 11 in the morning at
Naya Paltan. Police arrested
the party's general secre
Anisur Rahman from the spot.

Police lobbed at least 15 tear

s shells when pro-hartal ac-
vists pelted stones on passing
the jeep of DMP Commissioner
Al Mamoon in front of the BNP
office at around 10:45 am. Ear-
lier at 10:30 am, a BNP rally
waarst;uilag by police there aft::i
p acting secretary genera
Abdullah Noman and Ama-
nullah Aman, MP addressed the
party workers.

At nine in the morning, po-

lice arrested Jatiyatabadi

Shechhashebak Dal President
Rizvi Ahmed from near the
Jatiya Press Club premises,
Jatiyatabadi Ulema Dal Con-

venor Nazibul Bashar Maizb-
handari was arrested from the
same spot at 4:40 pm. The BNP
front organisations tried to
hold rallies there but police
foiled their attempts.

Police picked up four pickets
- from Tikatuli area at 2:30 pm
and beat them up. After provid-
ing first aid at the DMCH, police
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took them again. Pickets man-
handled a female rickshaw pas-
r, Asma m 20, in the
afternoon near the Central Jail.
Pickets also beat up a teenager,
Masud, 16, at Tipu Sultan Road.
Both were rushed to DMCH.

A number of autorickshaws
carrying journalists came un-
der the wrath of pro-hartal ac-
tivists. Scooters of the Ittefaq,
Bhorer Kagoj. BSS and Dinka
came under attacks in Jatra-
bari, Mugda and Paltan areas.

Pickets damaged an au-
torickshaw of the Dinkal and

patrolling the street in front
during hartal hours yesterday.

of the Secretariat
— Star photo

beat up the driver at Paltan in
the morning. The injured
driver, Chand Mia, was admit-
ted to DMCH,

At Farmgate, anti-hartal ac-
tivists brought out several pro-
cessions at about Noon. Pro-
hartal activists brought out
processions at Mohakhali.

Meanwhile, in a pro-hartal
swoop, Detective Branch police
arrested four youths from 'Hotel
Golden International’' at Ra-

jarbagh and recovered one sin-

le-barrel gun and two round
ullets.
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AL ready to face BNP

- From Page 1
weakness and have been doi

whatever they like. But suc
things cannot go for long. Peo-

ple have already rejected their
terrorist policy and pro-
gramines.”

About BNP and other uglposi-
tion parties’ hartal and block-
ade programmes, the Awami
League leader said "it is unfor-
tunate” that BNP is trying to
create chaos on the street, ob-
struct foreign investment and
destablise the political situa-
tion,

About controversy over re-
striction on street meetings in
the city, Rahman said the deci-
sion was taken following com-
plaints from different strata of
society against street meetings.

This decision, he said, is ap-
plicable for both the ruling
party and the opposition.

On consultation with politi-
cal parties, the Dhaka City
Mayor selected seven sites for
holding meetings to ease the
traffic jam, which has been ap-
preciated by the people.

He said Awami League would
also abide by the decision and
hold its first public mtﬂtin%):t
(E}gmam Udyan on Septlember

Rahman said the govern-
ment has a plan to construct a
permanent rostrum at Osmani
Udyan so that political parties
and other organisations could
use it.

In this context, he said late
President Ziaur Rahman turned
historic Paltan Maidan into a
stadium while ex-President Er-
shad closed the traditional
meeting venue at the south gate
of Baitul Mukarram by con-

structing fountain there.

. Being in the opposition,
Awami e did not oppose
those decisions for the interest
of the people,

Khaleda
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omy, culture and religious val-
ues, and disrupted the ple's
life and pro " she aﬂecged.

Begum Zia further accused
the government of using police

t the people, 1:1'1,;111%l to gag

e voice of opposition, harass-

irﬁ. injuring and arresting the

BNP activists, and unleashing
attacks on the BNP office.

She called upon the people to
observe other party program-
mes — district and thana-level
demonstrations today, torch
processions tomorrow and the
nationwide dawn-to-dusk har-
tal of Thursday. i

Begum Zia demanded imme-
diate release of Jatiyatabadi
Ulema Dal convenor and for-
mer MP ‘.:;iycd Najibul Bashar
Maizbhandari, Sechchhasebak
Dal president Rezvi Ahmed and
other party activists arrested
during the hartal yesterday.

In reply to a question, he
said there is scope for accom-

modating constructive sugges-
tions from the opposition re-
garding the public meeting
venues. The opposition can sit
with Mayor Hanif and settle the
matter amicably.

Apart from banning meet-
ings on the streets, man
said steps would be taken to
clear markets from the street
and pavements, and unautho-
rised holdings. lllegal car park-
ings will also be restricted to
ease traffic.

Mass upsurge
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post-hartal press conference at
the Naya Paltan central office
of the party.

Noman claimed that at least
200 people were injured in "po-
lice atrocities” on pickets and
more than 200 others arrested
during the dawn-to-dusk hartal
in the city yesterday.

The BNP leader strongly
condemned the police action
and alleged that it surpassed
that by the Rakkhi Bahini.
Rakkhi Bahini was a paramili-
tary force which was disbanded

after the August 15, 1975
changeover.
Asked if his party demanded

resignation of the government,
the acting BNP secretary gen-
eral replied, "The government
has been isolated from the peo-
ple. Now they should volunteer
resignation. Why should we
demand so?" i

Noman also accused the gov-
ernment of establishing one-
party rule in the country and
resorting to "repressive” acts on
the "nationalist forces” as it
was frightened by people's agi-
tation.

He was asked about attacks
on vehicles EE.IT{:IH% newspa-
Eermen during the hartal. He

lamed activists of the ruling
Awami League for the incidents.

The BNP leader alleged that
the ruling é)arty unleashed ter-
rorism in different parts of the
city during the hartal. AL MP
Haji Mohammad Selim led a
%ruup of such terrorists in the

ulistan area, he claimed.

Criticising the government
for obstructing opposition par-
ties from observing hartal and
holding street rallies, he said,
“Throttling usual political ac-
tivities is bound to push the po-
litical situation out of control
of the government."

Earlier, Noman described al-
leged police attacks on BNP
workers in different areas of
the cl};y. Thanked the city dwe-
llers for observing the hartal
despite police action.

. Editor : Mahfuz Anam
Printed by the Editor from City Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail,
Dhaka-1000 and published by-him on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52
Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices:
House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX:
500092-4, Commercial: 500091, Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No:

3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA. Internet

edition address;

http:/fwww.dailystarnews.com and Email address: dstar@bangla net

I

Walkie-,talkie

snatched

By Staff Correspondent

A group of unidentified
young men snatched a walkie-
talkie from a policeman near
the BNP office at Kakrail in the

city late Sunday.
lice said the

Motijheel
oup attacked a Sub-Inspector
SI) of the Special Branch while
he was passing through the BNP
office area at about 11 pm. The
attackers chased the S| and
pelted stones at him. They also
dam his motor bike.
Police could not recover the
walkie-talkie till last night. A
case was lodged with Motijheel

thana in this regard.

Tratfic became

normal after
|l pm : DMP

Traffic on the city streets
started returning to normal af-
ter 1 pm as pickets retreated fol-
lowing police intervention dur-
ing the BNP-called hartal yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
in a press release said activities
in offices continued while
movement of water vessels and
aircraft were normal on the
day.

Mills and factories remained
open during the hartal hours
and regular activities in almost
all the garments factories were
normal, the release said.

It said BNP activists started
gathering at various points of
the city since morning and
made obstacles in movement of
vehicles on the city streets.

, @he Baily Star

President visits venue
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ground and enlarge its capacity.
According to %ﬂghl}r placed

sources, Lhe President was told
that the wall now separating
the area from the Hockey Sta-
dium could be removed to make
room for more people.

The sources said the Presi-
dent will visit the Osmany Ud-
dayan today to see its capacity.

They said the ijoneer
League ground, a part of the
former Paltan Maidan. the tra-
ditional meetin ound of the
yester years, is likely to be the
venue of future rallies in the
city.

Authorities are considering
to develop it before the Awami
League holds a rally there on
September 30, to be addressed

AL Chief and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Earlier it had
decided to hold the rally at Os-
maTKn Uddyan.

e Awami League held its
council meeting at the Pioneer
Fll]:uulha.ll League ground in May
this ;

e ruling party wants to
show that a large rally can be
held at the Premier League
ground to counter our opposi-
tion claim that it is not possible
there or at the Osmany Ud-
dayan, the two-designated
venues for rallies in central
Dhaka. sources in the AL said.
They hope that it would end the
current series of confrontation
over the issue.

The last public rally at the
maidan was in 1978.

Meanwhile, Mayor of DCC

Muhammat.;l_dl-lanl!. in a state-
menl yesterday again appealed
to all political parties tnpf:: and
reach a consensus over select-
ing sites in the city for holding
pubilic :
DCC sources said last night
that the Mayor's office will is-
sue fresh letters to all political
parties ucparatelﬁ today (Tues-
day) inviting them ru par-
ticipate in a meeting. Date for
the meeting is yet to be decided,
they said.

¢ Mayor. in a August 31
meeting with leaders ol some
I:oliut: parties, decided to ban
olding of public meetin

on
city thoroughfares ([rom
September 1| and designated

seven sites for such meetings.
The meeting. held at the Nagar

Press Note
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workers went on rampage man-
aging private and government
vehicles, and engaged in arson
and looting causing immense
suff to the commonman.

The Press Note said as per
democratic norms. the opposi-
tion can always protest arI\::j:'0 ve
alterpative suggestions to the
government il they disagree
with any government decision.
"But the BNP, in this case. had
reflected a most undemocratic
and intolerable behaviour
which is not le.”

The city roads, it reminded,
are incr y beco bus-
ier with the rising number of
vehicles and also because of
passing of vehicles from one
end to other end of the coun-
try through the capital in ab-
sence of alternative roads and
arrangements.

Besides, the traffic system is
often disrupted with the hold-
ing of rallies, mﬂ:ﬁs and pro-
cessions on city roads everyday,
for which an intolerable traffic
congestion has become a nor-
mal phenomenon, it said.

e Press Note said such
traffic congestion has a serious
impact on the country's socio-
economic condition. Ambu-

lance ¢ a serious patient
is not even spared from this sit-
uation.

It said the people had lon
been demanding to get relie
from such a suffocating situa-
tion of traffic jam. To ease the
situation, the DCC had invited
all the political parties to a dis-
cussion to select the meeting
venues, but BNP sta away
from attending that discussion
meeting.

Following this. the DCC had
discussions with other parties
and selected seven venues for

holding political meetings.
This was hailed by people from
all walks of life.

The government hopes that
all would behave with tolerance
and anybody having alterna-
tive suggestions for the meeting
venues should come forward for
a proper solution through dis-
cussion with the city corpora-
tion, the Press Note added.
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was confined after his arrest in
the Agartala Conspiracy Case
has been turned into 'Banga-
bandhu Museum’ to comnmemo-
rate the memories of the great
leader,

Under this project, the room
where Bangabandhu was in cap-
tivity will be kept intact and
some other parts will be devel-
oped or constructed.

Housed in the museum,
constructed in a 183x60 feet
area, are a VIP room, lawn, wa-
ter fountain, photograph corri-
dor, library, reception room,
document room and office
room. The pnﬂect is expected to
be completed on March 30,
1998.

The exhibits in the museum
are documents related to the
&anula Case and Liberation

ar. Among those are descrip-
tion of the case, paper clippings,
photographs on the movement
against the case, different
books and booklets, list and

hotos of the accused, list of
awyers, furniture used during
the case, memorabilia of
Bangabandhu and books and
video on Bangabandhu and Lib-
eration War.

The father of the nation was
confined to this small room in
a building of the then Kurmi-
tola Cantonment for 13 months
from January 18, 1968 to
February 21, 1969 as an accused

Bangabandhu Museum

in the Agartala Case.

Hasina thanked the army
for preserving the small room
bearing the memories of
Bangabandhu's confinement.

asina said the Agartala
Conspiracy Case is an impor-
tant event of the history of lib-
eration, which was instituted
after the father of the nation
had declared 6-point charter of
demand in 1966 to liberate the
nation from the discrimination
and repression of the then Pak-
istan regime.

She said the people of this
land never bo down to any
injustice and resisted all con-
spiracies of killing Banga-
bandhu to halt the movement
for liberation.

Later, the Prime Minister
unveiled the plague of the mu-
seum, went round the project
building and talked to the ac-
cused of the Agartala Conspir-
acy Case who attended the func-
tion.

. Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen-
eral Mahbubur Rahman also
spoke on the occasion.

Among the accused of the
historic case, Capt (retired Bri
Khurshid Uddin Ahmed, Co
Shawkat Ali, Risaldar AKM
Shamsul Huq, Maj Shamsul
Alam, Sergeant Abdul Jalil,
Mohammad Khurshid, Com-
mander Rouf and Mahbub Ud-
din Ahmed were present.

Bhaban. was attended by repre-
sentatives of Awami League,
Muslim League, Zakir Party,
Jatiya Janata Party and Gano-
tantri Party

BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-
e-Islami and the Left Front did
not attend the meeting. Left
Front had said that it would not
sit in a meeting where Jamaat
was invited.

BNP defied the DCC decision
and continued holding meeting
on city roads. A top DCC source
told Daily Star that a sepa-
rate meeting would be held with
the Left Front in view of its
stand as regards the Jamaat.

Meanwhile, BNP acting Sec-
retary General Abdullah Al
Noman in an interview with the
BBC yesterday evening alleged
that venues for holding rallies
and demonstration had been
fixed to secure petty partisan
gains of the ruling party.

Noman also said that his
party was not consulted before
selection of the seven venues by
the Mayor.

"All the venues are not suit-
able for holding rallies and
demonstrations. Holding ral-
lies on the streets and roads are
nothing new. "Mayor Hanif who
himself held rallies on streets
for weeks together Is now talk-
ing against.” Noman said.

Rallies were still being heid
at Bangabandhu Avenue. No-
man said without mentionin
that the Awami League head of-
fice is located in that area.

Noman in his interview also
alleged that Telecommunica-

tions Minister Mohammed
Nasim held a rally on the road
in front of the T Board office

the same _day when BNP was

stopped from holding a rally in
front of its office. e g

Bangabandhu
Murder Case
hearing

resumes today

By Staff Correspondent

The hearing of Bangabandhu
Murder Case in the Court of Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge, Dhaka
could not be held yesterday.

The hearing of the case will,
however, resume today.

The hrarinF was adjourned

esterday following a prayer
¥rum prosecution side about the
adverse circumstances of the
day. inciudi‘rﬁ. the ‘transport
problems’. en contacted,
soine of the defence lawyers
said that they also could not
reach the court due to transport
problems and adverse circum-
stances of the day.

A dawn-to-dusk hartal was
enforced in the city yesterday at
the call of BNP. the main
sition in the Jatiya Sa :

CHT accord
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homes in Chittagong Hill
Tracts is expected to resume
shortly.

About 43,000 refugees,

crammed in different camps in
South Tripura. are awaiting
repatriation.

About 7,000 tribals have re-
turned home under a package
deal after the assumption of of-
fice of the present government.

Much the same number of
them, who fled homes amidst
ethnic strife and tribal insur-
ﬁcnty in the CHT, had returned

ome during the BNP rule.

Transcom Electronics Limited
Official icensee of Philips
for hghting products, radio and TV sets

Dhalax 8153069, BI9625-9, 889993

Crg : 716353, 723578, Kihudna : 720304, Bogra: 6215

DHAKA TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1997

Electronics N.Y.

The new Philishave

For a closer shave

Bacred by

PHILIPS

No decisi

From Page |
The government estimates
that the importers concerned
have to pay about 50 million US
dollars as duties.

He also said the q{wernmcnt
is contemplating filing crimi-

nal charges against those
Barglndagn exporters who had
faked certificates falling under

schedule A. He did not elaborate
on the point.

Schedule A contains 383
certificates of which 160 were
never issued by the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) and

were by exporters.

"Wm asked the buyers to
share the duties from the profit
they made in the last three
years.” he said.

About the fresh request
the EU to re-examine 2253 GS
certificates, Tofael said these
represent 28 per cent of the
schedule C which were verified
by the EPB once. These certifi-
cates were issued based on LC
papers, he added saying, some
of those may be cancelled in
fresh verification finds any
fault.

Once irregularities are de-
tected in issuance of rules of
origin certificates, there will be
no option but to cancel these, he
said. "Had we not cancelled
these, GSP facility for
Bangladesh would have been
withdrawn for all items.” he

on on sharing

B adesh gets GSP facility
for a whole range of items in-
chuding ts, leather, jute,
and frozen foods. '

He claimed to have taken the
decision to cancel the certifi-
cates taking consensus from all

arties concerned including

MEA and BEMEA, the two
main associations of garment
manufacturers. .

He denied taking too long
time in cancelling the certifi-
cates saying it was easier for
countries like Laos, Cambodia
and Nepal because their quan-
tity of export is small.

"We tried our best to solve the
problem without cancelling the
certificates. But there was no al-
ternative. The Consultative
Committee of the Commerce
Ministry also gave its verdict in
Eﬂuur of cancellation.,” Tofael

Tofael said his team was
warmly received the EU
count rt in Brussels during
his trip because of cancellation
of the certificates.

Tofael also met the leaders
of the Euro-Commerce Associa-
tion, a body of EU buyers, dur-
ing the trip.

"We Lalged about the effect of
the cancellation,” he said. ~I]
told them that European im-
porters had to pay the duties on

duty

cancelled GSPs even if
Bangladesh did not cancel the
certificates. They were con-
vinced of the fact and were
ha[_.;py with the talks.”

ofael said cancellation of
the GSPs will give the strength
to the EU member states to tell

other countries opposing it that
it is a faultless system for the

LDCs.

Now that the certificates
have been cancelled and a re-
examination of 2253 certifi-
cates under schedule C will be
completed soon, the derogation
decision will come 'very soonm’,
he also said "It may take a
maximum time till November
Jo

The commerce minister ex-
pressed the hope that with the
solution of the . the
country s exports would shot up.
"Our exports are stro-
ng,” he ¢ - "We had crossed
the target for the months of
July and August by about nine
per cent.”

When asked whether actions
would be taken st those
bureaucrats involved in the is-
suance of false certificates, To-
fael said an inquiry committee
headed by an additional secre-
tary has already been made to
investigate how the whole scam
took place. "In proper time, the
report will come out,” he

vaguely said.

Blasts rock DU
campus during

hartal hours

Al least 25 home-made
bombs were exploded on Dhaka
University campus during yes-
terday's dawn-to-dusk hartal

called by the main Opposition
BNP. according to campus
source, reports UNB.

In su of the hartal, JCD
leaders and supporters brought
out a procession and held a
rally on the TSC road island in
the momming. JCD president
Shahiduddin Chﬂwdgury An-
nie and leaders Monir Hossain,
Shahabuddin Laltu, Nasiruddin
Osim, Selimuzzaman Selim,
Nurul Haq Zitu and Munjur
Elahi addressed the rally.
inst the hartal, BCL ac~
tivists brought out procession
and held a rally at Aparajeya
Bangla, which was addressed by
Enamul Hag Shamim, Ishaq

e

Ali Khan nna, Bahadur
gﬁmrL ﬁrluykur Khokon and
iqul Islam.

UNCTAD Secy
Gen 1n city

Secretary General of the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) Rubens Ricupero arrived
in the capital last night on a
two-day visit to Bangladesh,
reports UNB.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed re-
ceived him at the Zia Interna-
tional Airport.

Dolphin
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try s only dolphin in zoo. Dol-
prgtn is usually found in sea.

Curator of the zoo Afsar Ali
said the dolphin was netted by a
fishermen and was later
handed over to one All Hossain,
owner of a Chinese restaurant
in the city. Hossain kept the
dolphin in a large pond near
Savar and later handed it over
to the zoo on Friday last.

About five years , another
dolphin was brought to the zoo
from Bhola but it survived only
two months. Its taxidermy can
now be lound at the zoo's
museum.

Afsar sald fishermen in
Munshiganj netted a 4.5 feet
Gravial (Gharial), a near-ex-
tinct animal, in the Padma

V&L L

over (o the zoo on Friday. With
its arrival, the Gravial popula-

tion in the zo00 now stands at 5.

The curator alsv said that the
six pythons haitched a few
months ago, were now able to
swallow chicks. "The cobra has
laid about thirty eggs.” he said.

Accord on bus
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Calcutta) and will be extended

to Ajmeer Sharif at a later
stage.

It is gathered that once an
agreement is reached between
the two sides, operation of two-
way bus service between Dhaka
and Calcutta will start early
next year.

Lﬂadshedding
Hartal observed

at Barguna

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Sept 22: A half-
day hartal was observe in the
Barguna town and its adjoining
areas today.

The Barﬁna Electricity
Consumers' Association called
the hartal protesting irregular
power supply to the Barguna
town.

Shops. banks and offices
were remained closed and ve-
hicles were off the roads during
hartal hours. .

RU student falls

e mamded 4 -SE@AREOOITOP, dies

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Sept 22: A fe-
male student of Rajshahi Uni-
versity met the tragic end of her
life as she fell from the
of her dormitory during heavy
rain this noon.

According to witnesses,
Salma Akhter Kabita, a second
rear student of the

epartment of Rajshah -

versity went to the rooftop of

um Rokeya Hall with some

of her friends for bathing in the
rain. While they were ba

mnly Salma fell to the

She was rushed-to the Ra-
jshahi Medical College Hospital
where she succumbed to in-
juries in the afternoon.
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