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lose power in Poland

be the axis for a new coalition,”
solidarity leader Marian Krza-
klewski said after the exit poll
results were announced.

"We will conduct ne-

WARSAW, Sept 22: Poland's
ruling e;:nmmunti;t: Ir.rntk
likely to power a *
centre coalition ment of
two rooted in the pre-
opposition to the old
regime, reports Reuter.

The most viable new coali-

ummﬂSurﬂ'ty";dpuﬂnmﬁ
tary elections consist of
(AWS), a bloc of nearly 40 small

ten make up a coalition.
mﬂ . of time to
reach the solutions.”

ht-wi parties clustered first session of the new parlia-
rlir‘uund the solidarity trade ment, due on October 20
union, and the cen Liberal Accorcllnﬁof:theﬂdt
Freedom Union (UW). only a coali with the
Exit said the AWS won  dom Union would ensure a par-
about cent of the vote and umi:?mmn -
tit; " Unhnﬂlnr:lhln darity- gw:rnn'&ﬁlt since
per cent, giving them a com-  other small parties badly
fortable ty over the ex- The ex-communists would
communist Left Al-  have 157 seats and their
liance (SLD) with less than 27 in the . the
per cent. Peasant ., only 32,
The era of post-communist making it a player.
rule is . Poles have de- The only other parties likely
nied confidence in the coalition to gain the minimum five per
Mlh"l ‘“Hhm'“&h‘m:’ cent of the vote needed to enter
mn;nmwmtmug power." parliament were the rightist
ﬁ&mﬁh\r Geremek. an mmw
leader. Union of Labour (UP), both were
Any coalition deal looks
sure to be preceded by weeks of projected to have five seats.
difficult nqoull:ytinm as soli- Thte u-cg}:::muniltl Lll'mve
darity, buoyed its tried to woo Freedom Union
wmmm into a coalition, stressing simi-
for a prospective cabinet part- larities in economic pro-
ner grammes and that the
"We tell all grou : Soli- smaller party could get the
darity’s programme have to prime minister's post. '

_S_thmon cholera death toll

nsesto 251 in New Guinea

JAKARTA, Sept 22: At least ljes on aircraft operated
have died of starva- Christian mlpem i
cholera in a remote Irian Jaya, about 3,320
t-stricken corner of New  kilometers (2,000 miles) east of

Guinea, the official Antara

news agency reported Monday, New Guinea island, a former

reports AP. Dutch colony ﬂcmed "

Officials in Yayawija in dt:mm1 ‘ o
lﬂmk;ll {:ﬂv‘m t—rtEkte: Meteorologists blame the
Smo hnddl '-"'-'81“ dedl : prolong lack of rain across In-
forest ﬂfﬂt. grou : many  gqonesia on El Nino, a weather
mrel:ld fligh w‘ﬂﬂ nedicine, pattern in the Pacific Ocean,

and warn that seasonal mon-

the exact numi:n:r of soons could

weeks.
o s S ol ™ of o and ot
lagers continued to drink con- Lo i - ibis
e : eas, leading to fears of possible
taminated water food shortages early next year.
Cholera is an acute infec-  poregt and scrub fires have been
tious, and often fatal, discase burning out of control for

that is spread by water or food ..o

contaminated by human waste, '
Crops have withered in the The t has accused

176 timber and plantation

ing the blazes of clear land,
glrucullr on the islands of

Silimo, Pm“mﬂhu - I , Java and Su-
Soba, K and awesi,

Hhmﬂmwlim; amoun- ... AS, as 300,000 hectares
tainous rndlzl the gast of 174 w m
Irian & u:mﬁmm ite a .
tact outside:world re- cban., + ., o

9 German tourists die in m

Tmhomnmuwdnfw a tourist bus,

H;:I’_;um Cﬂwmﬂmmmd
Saber Abu el-Ola and his brother Mahmoud were followed

three other accused of su them with weapons

a fourth with technical assis to make an incendiary

device. The two brothers were accused by the state tor of

tary homicide, premeditated murder with terrorist
intentions and possession of weapons and ammunition.”

J aganese minister steps down:
to end nearly two weeks of public outrage, Prime

Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto on nday accepted the
of a Cabinet member once convicted of taking
bribes, AP from T :
Koko Sato had been the of

criticism since

Hashimoto reshuffled his C Sept. 11. Hashimoto made
the veteran llwmnlixnar hendofuf the Management and
inc administrative reform. Sato

was nmﬁctndmng 2
scandal while

; the government
moves to the tion administration, state radio and
. AFP reports from Kathmandu.
mmmmmwamtmmm
Pahadi and Palten Gurung who been backing the main op-
Nepali Cﬂlﬂl{ﬂﬁ Party. Analysts said the pro-
motion of Pahadi Palten would weaken the plans of
NC leader Girija Prasad Koirala who has been to oust
the six-month-old tri-partite coalition government by a

Staving off a feared defeat after a summer of inner party

Kohl's conservative CDU emerged from the
lmlhngdmtionmrmtharem
result that was certain to strengthen his hand. i '

Taiwan to give jets to ParaFua -
Tlhnn*; m&uuﬁlkﬂf n:nnﬂrmedtéur t;h; rst uz
what is believed to be a move tnmhdpmtheﬁﬂ.lmtj. lt.é;u'nmﬂ\m.r l”t

reports

consolidate ties with the South American country,
fromn Taipedi. "

fOtldlhntlﬂﬂ teams
o contact groups could po-

Jakarta, is the western half of

be delayed for

of deliberately start-

-
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Milosevic's p

BELGRADE, Sept 22: Slobo-
dan Milosevic's Socialist Party
claimed victory in Serbian elec-
tions as an opposition boycott
apparently failed. reports AP.

"It is obvious that our party
has a substantial lead in both
the presidential and parlia-
mentary elections,” part
spokesman Ivica Dacic said.
Preliminary results were ex-
pected Monday afternoon.

Milosevic, who controls the

state media, was from
the g€ to see his party
tri in Sunday's vote.

Constitutionally barred
from running for a third term
as t of the Serb Repub-
lic, Milosevic this summer en-
gineered his appointment as
president of Yugoslavia and has
maintained his sweeping con-
trol of Serbia and of the elec-
tion.

In protest, an alliance of

ro-democracy parties urged
gerbs to boycott, ho that at
least 51 per cent of the 7 million
registered voters would help
make the vote invalid by not

participating.
By Blaungg.}' mnmin%, it ap-
peared their effort had failed.
Milosevic's portage, Zoran
Lilic, looked certain to take the
presidency. or at least face a
run-off in two weeks st ei-
ther ultranationalist cgislav

Seselj or opposition candidate
Vuk D C. '

Serbian polls

A Lilic victory would com-
plete a deft job swap Milosevic
engineered this summer. Lilic
was Yugoslav president until
July, when Parliament elected
Milosevic to the job of leadi
the country, which consists o
Serbia and tiny Montenegro.

The elections were
to leave the 250-seat Serbian
Parliament dominated by a
i::;ilﬂt:lun of hSﬂ%l:éisl;u ﬁﬁd a
s ea ose-
vic's w%a:l {‘Hrjana Ma{'kuvic.
Altho turnout was slow
Sunday aiternoon, the tt
— called by two of the rqi»u lic's
three main opposition leaders
— looked unlikely to be strong
e:nouigh to invalidate the vote.
Electoral officials said the
exact turnout would be an-
nounced Monday, but they
added that more than 51 per
cent of the electorate had voted.

Milosevic, the only East Eu-
ropean leader to have survived
the anti-Communist revolu-
tions of 1989 and the post-
Communist upheaval, voted
Sunday in Belgrade's Dedinje
district with his wife and son,
Marko.

"Serbia needs to maintain
its peace and stability, to con-
tinue on the road ol recovery
and economic development and
maintain the course of re-
forms," a confident-looking
Milosevic said. "I hope these

claims victory

elections will confirm this."

The elections also could seal
the demise of the opposition
coalition that wundermined
Milosevic last winter with sev-
eral local election victories.
Milosevic annulled the results,
setting off three months of
daily protests. Combined with
international pressure, Milo-
sevic was forced to accept the
opposition victories.

But the three coalition lead-
ers di about whether to
participate in Sunday's vote,
dividing their once-unified fol-
lowers. ¥

Momcilo Pavic, who sup-
ported the boycott, was dis-
tributing leaflets with the sar-
castic message: "I'm going to
vote because | believe there will
be no electoral theft." .

“It's only the fools and those
who are naive who are voting
today," Pavic said.

International monitors were
watching Sunday's election,
unlike during the November lo-
cal elections. However, those
calling for a boycott say the 170
foreigners from the Organisa-
tion for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe were too few to
prevent vote rigging at the 9,827
polling stations across Serbia.

Belgrade mayor Zoran
Djindjic, leader of the Demo-
cratic Party, and opposition
leader Vesna Pesic had led the
boycott call.
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Rescue workers ::nﬁ'jr a badly injured train passenger, Rejmate Alariu, after his left leg

S, L

e 7 i

was amputated to free him from the wreckage of a passenger train which collided with an-

other train early Monday in Muntinlu

Gujral exudes opi:l:n'lism oﬁ th—; |
eve of meeting with Clinton |

E , south of Manila. At least six passengers were '
'} killed:and 141 others were injured when three coaches of a Manila-bound trpifi separa
from its engine and rolled backward into the path of another train.

. — AP/UNB

Suman Guha Mozumder writes from New York

On the eve of his first ever
meeting with U.S. President
Bill Clinton, Indian Prime
Minister | K Gujral hoped it
would have a
and help improve relations be-
tween the two countries.

“l hope our talks tomorrow
will help improve relations and
continue our friendship,” Mr.
Gujral sald while s at a
reception here yesterday
evening or sed by the Fed-
eration of Indian Associations
(FIA) in cooperation with the
National F ation of Indian
Associations (NFIA). "The
friendship between India and
the U.S. can be greatly benefi-
cial,” he said.

The Indian Prime Minister
arrived here ber 20 for a
four-day visit, during which he
will address the U.N. General
Assembly session and meet
Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif as well.

Alth no formal agenda
has becnbc furthth: summit
meeting between the two, Mr
Gujral exuded optimism about
the which comes a day
before the meeting with the
Pakistani Prime Minister.

Ahead of the , Mr.
Gujral and his wife S met

with Mr. Clinton and

briefl
wife at a reception or-

positive outcome

nised by the U.S. President
or the visiting heads of delega-
tions to the United Nations. It

160000 sign
Condolence books

closed at

Kensington Palace

LONDON, Sept 22: The con-
dolence books at Kensington
Palace, Princess Diana's home,
were closed Sunday after col-

lecting and tures
from Wm& ]:g;; re-
ports AP.

The was closed to the
guhlic at about 8 pm (1900 GMT)

unday, an end to one
of the most visi

coffin rested in the Chapel
Royal before the funeral.

The books, in loose-leaf
form, will be collected and
taken to B Palace,

said the Royal P agency.

was not known i{f anything
transpired between the two be-
yond the usual exchange of
pleasantries.

In his remarks at ons
organised by the huge Indian
American community here, Mr
Gujral said that India is big and
powerful and "we are always
willing to go more than half a
mile for good relations with our
neighbours.” And once the
neighbours get together in the
region, "it's going to be the
largest market in the world,”
Mr. Gujral said.

The Prime Minister also
predicted that India will emerge
as one of the in the
world by the turn of the next
century. "India is standing on
the threshold.” he said, saying
in the last 50 years the country
had come up in all spheres.
There had been a seven per cent

rate and the country was
capable of a ten billion
dollars of direct investment.

The Prime Minister said
that the future of India lies in
making equitable distribution
of th and s of edu-
cation. "That is the future.” he

declared.

"Our gpal is to make India
completely literate in the next
five years,” he said.

India Abroad News Service

Chinese Finance Minster Zhu Rongji, left, is welcomed by Michel Camdessus, right, man-
aging director of the International Monetary Fund, as Driss Jettou, 2nd from left,
Moroccan Finance Minister, and World Bank President James Wolfensohn, 2nd from
right, smile at the start of the Development Committee meeting at the Hong Kong
Convention Centre Monday Zhu is scheduled to make a keynote speech to the IMF-

World Bank annual conference later the day.

— AFP/UNB photo
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ROK prosecutors
seek 7-yrs jail

for Kim’s son

SEOUL, Sept 22: Prosecutors
sought a seven-year sen-
tence Monday for a son of Pres-
ident Kim Young-sam charge
with taking millions of dollars
in bribes and evading taxes, re-
ports AP.

Prosecutors also uested
that Kim Hyun-chul, 37, be
fined a total of dirs 5.8 million,
roughly the amount he is ac-
cused of in bribes and

in taxes.

"The defendant should be
given stern punishment as a

| warning to corruption”, senior

mmm s ideﬁii o
Ud%:l cons g Hyun-
chul's fate.
South Korea has no jury
system. Under Korean law, the
court will consider the prosecu-

- tors demands and make its

at a later date.

31. the second son ut:f the
president, was arrested in May
on of 6.6 billion
won (dirs 7.3 million) in bribes
from six businessmen seeking
government favours. Kim was

also charged with evading

as boat capsizes
in India

NEW DELHI, Sept 22: At least
40 people, mostly women and
after a boat camed indthe n:lr
in the northeast state of
Bihar on Su!r’i'ld]ay. the In:i:n
news agency PTI reported, says

District Magistrate Gorelal

Yadav told the agency the boat,
which was more than
55 when it hit a

ntoon bridge in Bihar's
aishali district.
PTl said unconfirmed

witness put the nu
of people on boat at 75 and
the death toll at more than 60.

Teachers, monks

.mmtbrequsihle

study by a children's
group in Thailand found that
ers and Buddhist monks

are responsible for the majority.

of cases of child sexual abuse,
the Bangkok P:;t reported
M L :

The by the Child Pro-
tection Foundation said that of
the 200 child sexual assault
cases which it had studied, 93

%ﬂﬁmremmu

ﬂ::perty by many fami-

The United Nations Chil-

The study said 90 per cent of
the suspects were never pun-
?“‘ tected b
were uen 0 y
e urLP il members

E Timorese rebels
kill 5 troops,

6 civilians
DILI, Indonesia, Sept 22:
Pro-ind nce rebels shot

dead five soldiers and six civil-
jans in two te attacks in
the dllﬂuted tory of East
Timor last week, the Indone-
sian Tr!ltlry said Monday, re-

Provincial milit com-
mander Col. Slamet butar
said the attacks happened on
Th near town of Cairua,
about kilometers (50 miles)
east of Dili, where civillans and

were roads.
¢ said rebels stopped a
truck carrying civilian workers

A lew hours later

ebel grou '

r an
truck lndpihot five -
diers and one civilian.
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Clinton walks with Deputy White House Chief
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.of Staff John Podesta on the White House grounds as
the President prepares to travel to New York, Sunday.
On Saturday the Justice Department revealed it has
opened a 30-day review of President Clinton's
involvement in campaign money-raising irregularities
during the 1996 presidential campaign. — AP/UNB photo
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US immigration officials favour
doubling citizenship fee

WASHINGTON., Sept 22: The
cost of i a U.S. citizen
could more than double if the
Immigration and Naturalisa-
tion Service (INS) has its way,
but its proposal has run into
stiff opposition from immi-
grant advocacy groups and
some members of S8, ac-

cording to India Aboard News -

Service.
Under a draft p based
on a of the costs of provid-
various services, the fee for
applying to become a U.S. citi-
zen would increase from the
current $95 to more than $200.
Under the prt:Rgaal submit-
ted by the INS to Justice De-

partment, the charge for the re-

quired erprint check would
also dnjl.ilrl;fe to $30. In ;}l. t:l?lle
INS proposes to raise about 30
of the 40 fees it charges for fil-
ing various applications.

Tlllll: u._l.lustic: Departmc::lt. of
whic e INS is an appendage,
has yet to approve the proposal.
If it does, the ent would
then invite public comment on
the p changes for a 60-
day period and could revise
them before putting them into
effect. S e R e O

The INS says

H: _;E.iii:;ectﬂ thﬂrlj :

process of raising the fecs to
take at least six months.

Immigrant groups and law-
makers like Democratic Rep.
Luis V. Gutierrez, who is chair-
man of the immigration task
force of the Co ional His-
t;.}hamc Caucus, fhavﬁ iﬂmuﬂm

e proposed fee es, espe-
cially the idea of doubling the
naturalisation application fee.

Gutierrez said the immigra-
tion service had no business in-
creasing fees paid %the public
when agency backlogs were
causing some applicants to wait
two or more years to become cit-
izens.

The criticism then, particu-
larly from the ublicans who
charged that the INS made the
proposal on the orders of the
White House so that naturalised
people could vote Democrat - an
alle%_?tinn the agency denied -,
led however to a slowdown in
citizenship processing.

Gutierrez and 11 other
members of the Hispanic Cau-
cus complained in a letter to
INS Commissioner Doris M.
Meissner that rq:pcctlvq citi-
zens routinely have te "wait '
m-ntl:;.tm yeans for theis-ap- -
plications to be processed. ;

Kim becomes DPRK's ruling
Workers Party chief

TOKYO, Sept 22: In the first
formal step towards Commu-
nism's first dynastic succes-
sion, local representatives of
North Korea's ruling Workers
Party recommended that de
facto leader Kim Jong-Il become

the party chief, reports Reuter.

Official North Korean media
said on Monday that the rec-
ommendation was made and
adopted at a south Phyongan
pruvincl:lrt cmﬁfﬁmce P}nl:tf the
rul.ln% party, held in Phyong-
song City on Sunday.

"The conference adopted
with unanimous approval a
resolution on recommendin
comrade Kim Jong-Il as Gener

of the WPK (Workers
Party of Korea), reflecting the
will and desire of the party
members and other people in
the province, said the official

Korean Central News agency
[KCNAL monitored in Tﬂk}"ﬂ.

Succession to the post of
arty chief would be the first

step toward Kim's formal in-
stallment as North Korea's
supreme ruler following the
death of 9!.31: father, Kim I[I-
Sung. in 1 :

In July, North Korea de-
clared an end to a three-year
mourning period for the elder
Kim, known as the “great
leader, setting off speculation
that his eldest son and heir Kim
Jong-Il would soon take over

key state and party posts.

"All our members and
pe:éﬂt have long since vener-
ated and upheld comrade Kim
Jong-Il as a brilliant man, Ri
Jong-Ok, Politburo member of
the Central Committee, told

Sunday’s conference.

Korea watchers in To be-
lieve that Kim Jong-Il will most
likely be formally elevated to
the top party post around Octo-
ber 10, when the Communist
Party marks the 52nd anniver-
sa.r;l;:tf its founding.

Hita eces Hii by otght st
as n hit t
tﬂrgﬂds in the past two . UN
relief agencies believe North
Korea faces a shortage of 1.9
million tonnes of grain over the

next year. .

North Korea watchers say
the isolationist Stalinist gov-
ernment in n to
mend its relations with the out-
side world to rescue it from
famine and economic disaster.

North Korea said on Sunday
that the United States should
provide food aid as a of
Fu-udwlll after the breakdown
ast Friday of talks aimed at
creating a permanent peace on
the Korean peninsula.

The 1950-1953 Korean War,
in which the United States sup-
gorted the c:glta]ist South and

hina backed the Communist
North, ended with an armistice

that stopped the fi but
technically did not mggtllﬁeg war.

50 volunteers to be injected with
live HIV for research

of doctors and public health ad.

vocates say ﬁ research is so
important that are
to risk their lives being the
first humans to be injected with
a vaccine consisting of a live,
mhundhp , strain of HIV,
s AP.

The International Associa-
tion of Physicians in AIDS
Care, based ., wants to
conduct the test invo about
50 volunteers. The group in-
tends to talk with National In-
stitutes of Health officials
about the idea.

Gordon Nary. executive di-

rector of the C and
one of the tnw&eﬂ
said the risk of in the
ltudgem diminished what
clnﬂmhund ";i:m it. i
Vacc developmen
is a slow because of the
measures and orous
animal testing needed ore
injecting humans with a trial
‘!Iﬂdl:l

"Vaceine development has

really dragged on because there

is an assumption by conserva-
tive scientists that Peoplc won't
step up and do this" Nary said.
AlDS research efforts have
focused on vaccines that do not
involve a live virus because of
fear that even a weakened, live
human immunodicience virus
strain might be capable of caus-
ing AIDS or other lems.
"I'm not .. suicidal.” Narv
said. "There are 1,000 HIV-in-
fected babies born . If there
is a risk of HIV Infection
( vaccine trials) — which |
don't think is ficant — it's
overwhelmingly outbalanced
by the fact that there isn't any-
one who has worked with these

babies who isn't to do it."
Dr. Mark G of the
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases is skep-
tical of the study and
m heﬂthw'mth ;
y e a
live vaccine,
Nonetheless, Grabowsky

sald: "1 admire them. That kind
of activism can't help but be in-
spiring. But the scientific ques-

- stead of the current

tions still remain.”
Grabowsky said he has in-
vited the group to discuss the .
project with him and other sci-
entists next week at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health of-
fices in Rockville, Maryland.
The CIuca%: up wants ap-
roval from the Food and Drug
ministration but promises to
go on even if they don't receive
an OK from the said Dr.
Charles Farthing, the study's
leader and medical director of
the AIDS Healthcare Founda-
tion in Los Angeles.
The group can with
its trial without a
by containing its study to one
te or it in Europe.
Meanwhile on Saturday,’
prominent AIDS researcher
David Ho told the 2,500
athered in Miami ach,
orida, for the US Conference
on AIDS that researchers are
se drugs that
once a day — in-
men of
dozens of pills several times a
day. :



