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Chowdhury,’ organised by The Daily Star, at the WVA auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Roundtable on Sheema's death
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Barrister Amirul Islam
severely criticised the Parlia-
mentary Committee terming it
"insincere”. He noted that the
committee should have exam-
ined the total system of -
nance to find out where
went wrong in Sheema's case.
But it was not done.

"Before writing this report,
the committee should have re-
alised that this murder is a con-
science issue, and not a party
issue,” he said.

“We are living in a society
where justice is not available to
the poor, especially women.
Sheema murder case reflects
the condition of the society,”
Barrister Islam observed.

"Firstly, a question should
be answered. She had not com-
mitted any crime, neither did
she lodge any complaints. Why
did the police question her? Is it
a crime for a 16-year old girl to
g0 out with a man? Why did the
police interfere? And why did
the police asked her to stay in
their camp? Instead of
her to the Magistrate's court,
why was she sent to thana?
These chronology of events

clearly leads us to think that
th d bad intentions.,” he
said.

He added that the arrest and
custody of Sheema had violated
the Constitution and law of the
country. "Nobody in the police,
court or the parliament raised
the point that fundamental
rights and the Constitution was
violated in Sheema's case.
Without a lawful ground. no-
body can take anyone into cus-
tody,” Amirul Islam said.

"It appears that none in the
court, parliament or police was
sincere about digging into the
Sheema murder case,” he added.

Barrister Islam also ques-
tioned the mteﬂ'lt}r of hospital
authorities in the country say-
ing that following the rape of
Sheema, the Officer-in-Charge
of Raozan thana had taken her
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital but four departments
had refused to admit her.

"It is ttable that when a
girl is raped, she is also virtu-
ally raped by the hospital, po-
lice, court and finally by the
media. Sheema was mistreated
at all levels,” he said.

"This type of incidents is

going on for a long time. We had
told the courts that there is
called safe custody. The
courts would not listen. The
courts would not to under-
stand the difference the
legal right of custody and the
right of the individual for free-
dom,” Amirul Islam added.

Attorney General KS Nabi
observed that Sheema's case
was not the worst case in the
country and he was trying hard
to t for the case.

e onus of the death of
Sheema under police custody
goes to the police,” he said.

The Par tary Commit-
tee conducted a te inves-
tigation and all witnesses had
been questioned.

He urged the women rights
organisations to concentrate
more on the overall situation of
WOImen's ts instead of focus-

ing on e cases.

Rashed Khan Menon said
that the parliament com-
mittee did not reflect the

Erublic trust vested in the MPs.

It is full of innumerable flaws.

This report should be chal-
in the House," he said.

It is clear that the commit-

tee did not function neutrally.

Rather, it functioned under
some political belief," Menon
said, "It seems that Yasmin's
death was seen as BNP's failure
and Sheema's death as Awami

e's failure”.

omen's rights activist
Maleka Begum questioned why
victims were taken to "safe cus-
tody” and said that this system
should immediately go.

She said that the women's
organisations had tried to take
out Sheema from jail custody to
their own custody, but they were
not allowed.

Barrister Rabeya Bhuiyan,
MP, said that she would try to
raise the issue of the parlia-
mentary committee report in
the House.

About cases of rape, Rabeya
Bhuiyan noted that there were
laws in the country but not
eno enforcement. "Even po-
lice don't know how to investi-

ate properly the rape cases.”
ghc 1 pcte}é refunngein the re-
cruitment process so that a po-
liceman comes from a family
background that teaches one to
show respect to women. )

gal basis of

Rabeya Bhuiyan said women

victims suffer insecurity while
rot in the so called 'safe cus-

tody’ t

law

there was no such
‘'safe custody.’

Tasmima Hossain, MP. from

Jatiya Party stressed the need
for changing traditional °
mentality’,
fur%ﬂ rules and system on
get

ical leaders or administrative

bosses

police-
Policemen often

ing instructions Irom polit-

Tauﬁﬂma. uestioned the le-
e custody.

She observed that though the

parliamentary committee pre-

pared its re
verdict in

rt after the court
heema case, com-
mittee members did not go
through the verdict. "As if they
had to make a report and they

just did it", she added.

Dr Hamida Hossain said the
parliamentary committee took
a much longer time in prepar-
ing the report. Though copies of
a set ol pertinent queries
drafted her organisation Ain
O Salish dra were forwarded
to each member of the commit-
tee, none of them acknowledged
that, she pointed out.

Dr Hamida suggested that
the full af committee
along with criticism of it
should be published in the
press.

Women's rights activist
Farida Akhter. referring to the
committee report, asked "How
effective would it be if such kind
of investigation report is filed
after court verdict? Would it
have made any difference if the
report was filed before the ver-
dict and if so, what are those?

She blamed doctors for ‘poor
investigation'. Due to this other
investigations into Sheema
murder case were not very clear.

She also said. the only
woman member in the parlia-
men committee was '‘power-
less’. en | had approached
her, she felt annoyed and re-
fused to comment."

Farida Akhtar alleged that
instead of helping the women
organisations which were ac-
tive on the issue, the woman
member of the committee re-
fused to answer any questions.

She questioned the role of
committee, saying it was there
to 'favour' the administration.

Strike at BUET
continues

Academic activities of the
University of Engineering and
Technolo (BU remained
suspended due to strike for the
second day yesterday, reports
UNB.

The BCL and some other stu-
dent bodies, enforced strike
protesting attack on the univer-
sity correspondent of a na-
tional dai‘?v.

Yesterday the activists of
BCL and JCD chased each other
on the campus.

Campus sources said the
trouble started at about 10 am
when a group of JCD activists
were trying to hold a rally. But
no untoward incident could
take place as police intervened
the scene.

Hilton Das, a resident of Ti-
tumir Hall and Sangbad BUET
correspondent, was assaulted
alle by some JCD activists
late Wednesday night as a se-
qual to a report containing ex-
tortion and tender-related cor-

ruption alle&gtinns against.

BUET VP and
Garments workers

clash: 20 injured

GAZIPUR, Sept 21: Twenty
garments workers were injured,
one of them seriously, in a
clash between two ri ups
of workers at a garments fac-
tory here today, reports UNB.

itnesses said the clash be-
gan when supporters of the
owner of Metro Garments at-

g:ketlll another group uctl' work- eigner.
who were staging demon- The fighting was sparked off
:htraﬂun at Tin Sarak in Sadar bya co nnagnd search opera-
slma demanding two months’  tion launched by the army to
salary. - detect foreign m&tantu.
Editor : Mahfuz Anam -

Printed by the Editor from City Publishing

Suspected Naga
insurgent to be
brought to
Dhaka today

CHITTAGONG, Sept 21: The
suspected Naga insurgent, who
was arrested on Wednesday
from the port city, will be sent
to the capital tomorrow for fur-
ther interrogation, reports
UNB.

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court of Chittagong
today allowed seven days' re-
mand for Nagatu, an alle
member of Socialist Party of
Indian state of Nagaland, fol-
1 a petition by police.

Police and other security
agencies had interrogated Na-

atu on W:dng;:_lay and Thurs-
ay morni ore producin
him in thc?lgﬁ:(M Cau:'l:. .

22 militants shot
dead in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Sept 21: Indian

troops today shot dead/22 Mus-
lim separatist guerillas in
Kashmir, the military said, re-
ports AFP.

Sixteen of the militants were
killed in a fierce firefight at

Berwa woods in central Kash-
;:m. an army spokesman said
ere.

The Press Trust of India

(PTI) said the dead men be-

longed to the pro-Pakistan
group. One of
them was reported to be a for-
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- 10 injured in
clash at DESA
head office

. By DMC Correspondent

Al least 10 people were in-
jured in a clash between two ri-
val groups of employees at
DESA head office near the
Jatiya Press Club in the city
yesterday morning.

The clash erupted reportedly
between rival Awami League
and BNP groups over issues re-
lating to CBA election, police
sources said.

Of the injured, six persons
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. They
were identified as Abul Kalam,
50, Abdul H;{E' 40, Samsul Hugq,
30, Mustafizur Rahman, 31,
Abdul Aziz, 30, and Rafiqul
Alam, 30, hospital sources said.

Ramna police said they
picked up four persons in con-
nection with the incident. How-
ever, no case was lodged in this

regard till last night.
Ershad

From Page 1
structive movement to protect
people's interests.

Ershad said BNP is now
damaging cars, uprooling rail
tracks and destroying property.
"People of this poor country are

the owners of every single prop-~

erty and none will be able to go
to power through such anarchic
acts.”

The JP Chairman ques-
tioned if BNP's "subversive acts"

are helping peasants and work- .

ers, and said the government,
which is unable to protect the
poor people's interests, has no
right to remain in power.
The former president called
u the people to take decision
t the next election.
"Evaluate all activities of the
governments and decide who
‘you will vote for in the next
election,” he said.

-

India today begin their two-day
talks in the city to finalise de-
tails of the first ever direct pas-
senger bus service between the
two countries, said official
sources.

Once an agreement is
reached between the two sides,
operation of both way bus ser-
vice in Dhaka-Calcutta-Ajmeer
route is likely to start from
January next.

The joint secretary-level
meetin tween the two coun-
tries will begin at 11.00 am at
the Communications Min-
istry’s conference room.

In pursuance of Article VIII
of the Trade
Bangladesh and India in
1980, the governments of
Bangladesh and India have
agreed on passenger traffic be-
tween the two countries,” an of-
ficial said.

When this agreement is
signed, details regarding qual-
ity of buses, number of seats in
each bus and other facilities,
customs checking etc will be
worked out later by smaller

DCC refutes

allegation of
city BNP leaders

Dhaka City yes
terday refuted the allegation of
City BNP leaders that deci-
sion to ban meetings on the

streets came from the City
Awami League President, re-
porltu UNB.

n a statement yesterday, the
DCC said the decision l]t: fix
seven venues for politi-
cal mcrﬂ#n in the city was
taken by Mohammad Hanif as
the city mayor, not as the city

Awami League president.
“The decision was not taken

from any litical int of
view," the utgfﬂnmt cﬂfmad

The DCC said that to avoid
frequent traffic jam caused by
political programmes on the
streets. it had invited presidents
and general secretaries of all
political parties to a meeting to
decide on the VETIUES.

As per the decision taken in
the meeting, the seven venus
were designated for holding
meetings to ease traffic jam, re-
duce suffi of the and
facilitate movement of fire ser-
vice vehicles, ambulances and
school and college-going stu-
dents.

The DCC all con-
cerned to hold meetings at the
seven selected venues to avert
any confusion, misunderstand-
ing and unwanted incidents
Etl}ttﬁng the decision.

t assured of considering an
proposal for alternative pnll-.u::t:ﬂ!,IIr
apart from the seven venues, for
holding public meetings.

Referring to BNP leaders’ ar-

ment that the city street was

locked by 'Janatar Mancha’
last year, the DCC said that at
that time there was no restric-
tion on holding meetings on the
streets.

UNCTAD Secy
. Gen dug _today___ |

%—i = ™

The Sccretalg-ﬁeneral of
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), Rubens Ricupero ar-
rives in Dhaka today on a two-
day official visit to Bangladesh,
says a press release.

During his stay, Ricupero
will attend the inaugural cere-
mony of the Integrated Country
Programme for Strengthening
Supply Capacity for Exportable
Goods and Services
Bangladesh tomorrow and will
launch the LDC Report '97 at a
press bri on September 24,

The UNCTAD Secretary-
General is also to call
on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Minister for Commerce
and Industries, Tofael Ahmed
and State Minister for Foreign

Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury.

t between.

of

the countries may also make
on-the-spot visit to assess the
bed road condition be-

ore operation of buses starts,
sources added.
KR Bhatti, :
Indian minis of surface
transport, will the team
from his country while Karar
Mahmudul Hasan,

oint

The Indian team includes
officials from the state gov-
ernments of West and
Tripura states of India, and
ministry of external affairs.

From the side. offi-
cials of the PMO, ministries of
foreign affairs, communica:
tions, law and commerce and
Bangladesh Road Au-
thority will also pate in
the meeting _

5 die in Padma
boat capsize

From Our Correspondent

Five

RAJSHAHI. 21]:

people including Indian
nationals died last t when

a boat
capsized In the river
Sources
C 30
S0 28 ittt b
the boat ca when
it was caught in a in
the river near Nabinagar bor-
gﬁr. three kilometers off the
y.
The dead were identified as
Taimur, 35, son of Aturi Sarkar

of Tah a village, Rafiqul,
tified ger.cm — all from Mur-
shidabad of India — and

of Khanpur under Rajshahi
district.

Jamaat, JP (Z-M)
call hartal today

Jamaat-e-Islami Bangla-
desh and Jatiya Party ar-
Moazzem) have also called
dawn-to-dusk hartal in the
capital today. simultaneously
with main opposition BNP, re-

ports UNB.

Jamaat called the hartal
protesting the Saturday’'s 'Police
attack’ on party Secretary
General Maulana Matiur Rah-
man Nizami, clam section
144 around the Baitul Mukar-
ram Mosque and on
musallis yesterday evening af-
ter a party rally in the city.

Jatiya Party (Z-M) co-
r:hairmgn Kazi 3"Z.ij'lr !{hmad
and Shah Moazzem Hossain, in
a joint statement, called for
hartal today to protest ‘police
attacks’ on political meetings
and for other demands.

also called a nation-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal on

Thursday, simultaneously with
BNP.

Suicide
From Page 1
He was also a leader of BUET
unit of ru Awami Le e-
backed Chhatra (S-P).

Reasons behind the alleged
suicide could not be known
immediately. However, campus
sources said a brief letter ch
was found in the room has been
dcpoam ited to VC Dr Igbal Mah-

His three roommates, who
went out of the room at around
6 pm, found that the door was
closed from inside when they

returned at about 8

Theg{ knocked the door re-
peatedly. But getting no re-
sponse, E:S peered. ough a
window saw Sadiq hanging
from the fan.

He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital im-
mediagg. but doctors declared
him d !

Hearing the news, grief-
stricken students and teachers
of the BUET assembled at the
hospital e to see his :

Family sources said Sadiq
had a launch yesterday with his
mother who came from
on the occasion of birthday of
his sister Sithi, a student ufSir
Salimullah Medical College.

Sadiq's father Monajatud-
din, a pioneer in country's mu-
fassil journalism, drowned in
}hc .Janfluna ril:r?r taaﬂki he fell
rom a ferry while ic-
tures in December 1995. il

Export up by 19pc in first

month of current fiscal

Country's export
18.72 per cent in July
compared to the same period
last }reta? showing a bright
prospect lor export earning, re-
ports UNB. ©

Export fetched a total 458
million US dollars in July, the
first month of the current 1997-
98 fiscal, while the income was
385.72 million dollars in the
same month of 1996-97 fiscal.

The export figures were dis-
closed at a review meeting on
export, held in the city yester-
day with Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofael Ahmed in
the chair.

The meeting reviewed the
latest export position. It was
told that the growth rate is be-
ing maintained also in August.

The export target for the
1997-98 fiscal has fixed at
5 billion US dollars against the
revious year's income of 4.42
Bllllon dollars, *

Exports in the month of July
was 9.9 cent higher than the
et, meeting was told.

€ minister asked the offi-

rew by
s fiscal

cials of the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) to expedite their
efforts to expand and diversify
the country's export items and
the markets abroad.

"Although we have exceeded
the target, we have no time to
waste indulging in dilly-
dally practice. Rather with this
achievement, we have to work
enthusiastically to attain the
whole year's target,” Tofael told
thtcmccﬂng

ommerce Secretary Sayed
Alamgjr Farrouk Chuwdhu]:':.r.
EPB Vice-Chairman Faisal
Ahmed Chowdhury and other
officials were present in the
MHHF.
Earlier, the commerce and
Induystries minister returned
home in the morning after a
week-long visit to Romania and

n Romania, a bilateral
trade agreement was and
the minister attended the bilat-
eral talks to te trade for
mutual be ts. He also met
other leaders of the Romanian
government.

B |

goods
said, the boat was

|
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Police lobbed tear gas shells

yesterday.

Khaleda holds
meeting with

smaller parties

By Staff Correspondent
Begum Khaleda Zia, Leader

of the in the Jatiya
. held a mutin* th
smaller opposition political

parties at Minto Road offi-
g residence in the city yester-

, according to sources.
Formulation um charter
of the opposition demands and
their action plan were discussed
during the meeting which was
at the tatives
of Jatiya Party (2-M), Demo-

cratic . JAGPA and PNP,
pilpsdte, g

Another opposition party
Jamaat-e-| , however, was
not present in the meeting but
contacts were made with them
over telephone.

When contacted, Kazi Zafar
Ahmed confirmed that he along
with others had met the BN
chief at I%nmcm residence at

2:00 pm. -4 .

around

Khaleda

From Page 1
such action and advised them
not to go by the "illegal” direc-
tives.
The BNP chief also charged
the rmment for what she
c obstructing the -
tion from on the r
of the ament as well as
denying their constitutional
t to hold public rallies out-
it.

"All these are to re-
establish the one-party BKSAL
rule in the country. We can't al-
low them to implement the
blueprint. We've taken to the
streets and will remain there to
undo their evil design”, she
commented.

The government has proved
to be an undemocratic one by

resorting to "unprecedented acts

of repression” on the tion
:hrurkm in all parts of the city,
e

She claimed that innumer-
able workers of her were
injured in the police action in-
cluding hurling of tear gas
shells and several hundred oth-
ers were arrested.

Conde the
barring her party
a peaceful pro :
Zia said none has the t to
stop street rallies. "People will
not accept such undemocratic
decision”.

“They're practising autoc-
racy in the name of democracy
... We're on the street to protect
the interests of the mungy and
its ", she viewed.

erring to the removal of
the floating bridge leading to
the mazar of late President Zi-
aur Rahman., BNP's founder,
Begum Zia commented,
acted like a thief in
removing the bridge in the
darkness of night."

About the t's on-
going negotiations to solve the
crisis in Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) the Opposition leader
warned that people would not
accept any solution beyond
constitutional sions and
withdrawal of the army from
the hill districts.

She was also critical of the
ﬁmmnent for not announcing

¢ Pay Commission report for
overnment empl . its al-
eged move to give corridor to
| in the name of transit and
operation of bus service be-
tween Dhaka and Calcutta.

CID asked to
enquire into
’violation’ of

girl by police

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-

lam, Bir Uttar has directed the
CID to enquire into the

viola
uﬂ:. Hmmgwm: nﬁ
1 el the sl '

of the

ice for

from holding
=

in front of BNP central office at Naya Paltan in the :it}

Police, BNP men clash

From Page 1

when a BNP procession towards

the y central office was in-

tercepted by ice at Kakrail.
Police fired u::lgu shells and

rubber bullet and used batons to

disperse them. A pitched battle
spread in the area with BNP
supporters hurling rocks and
home-made bombs

During
chase there, the
supporters turned
the Employment Exchange of-
fice, a nearby cinema hall and

hotel, smashing their window
panes. They also damaged some
“

t the same time, other BNP

processions to comeé to-
wards the :Trtnjf office from

Fakirerpool, Shnnul:glnr. Bi-

Joynagar, and Motij

were by police.
Trouble engulfed the whole
area with smoke billowing

from burnt tyres at Fakir-

m_n bumlz bus at Ka-
r

and a car at
Clouds of tear
over the Paltan and its neigh-
bouring areas for sometime,
fnrcingﬂz;rcuidcntu and

burn papers for smokes to
neutralise the powerful tear gas.
Police brought in a water

BNP city unit

meets today

An emergency of the
city unit of opposition BNP will
be held at the party’s central of-
fice at 8 pm today said a party
press release, reports UNB,

BNP Dhaka city unit con-
venor Sadek Hossain Khoka,
MP, has requested presidents,
secrelaries, convenors and
joint convenors of all thana

units, E’G-BHP commissioners
of the Dhaka City Corporation
and ts and secretaries

of the city unit of its all front
organisations to attend the
meeting.

BNP complaints

From Page 1
members told him.

They further all
floating bridge on the Crescent
Lake, connect Late President
Zia's mazar, had been pur-
posely removed so as to hurt the
sentiment of BNP supporters.

President Shahabuddin gave
the BNP leaders a patient hear-
ing and said he would take up
the matter with appropriate au-
thority.

The President, however, ad-
vised the members of the oppo-
sition to exercise restraint in
all sensitive issues keeping in
view the interest of the country.

The delegation included Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Dcputﬁ Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Muhammad Saifur Rah-
man MP, MK Anwar MP, Dr
Khandakar Mosharraf Hossain
MP, Nazmul Huda MP, Mo-
hammad Aminul Haq MP,
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
MP, Morshed Khan MP, Dr
Moyeen Khan MP, Abdus
Samad Talukdar, Abdullah Al
Noman and Khandakar Mah-
bub Uddin Ahmed.

VC’s office

From Page |
heraoed the VC's office. The

L activists damaged some
window panes of the adminis-
trative building. Two gunshots
were heard there at that time,
witnesses said.

Later, police searched the of-
fice of the VC and the Senate
room of the university, The BCL
leaders were also allowed to
search the rooms.

Sources in the university
said that this was the first time
in the history of Dhaka Univer-
sity that the VC's office was
searched.

Sentu was, however, not
found there.

Newsmen were not allowed
to enter into the administrative
building duri the search.
Sources said that Sentu. who is
a student of AF Rahman hall of
the university, came to' the
campus yest to appear at a
scheduled examination.

a chase and counter-
tated BNP
eir fury to

licemen

that the

— Star photo

canon and a i fitted
Land Rover, w mﬂgulupk
barrelled guns fired of

tear gas Is on the of-
fice.
Despite

fi

der the effect, BNP leaders

1 e p———"

su

on doggedly onto the street,

drnﬁngmnttcnat:&n of police lob-
gas c clubs

firing rubber hharmmleta

However, BNP Chalir
Begum Khaleda Zia mrmfw

office at 3.45 braving
s four toe R 7

. At about 7 pm, she
addressed party activists who
stayed around

nlg? fires to
stave off the effects of the gas.
She also addressed newsmen
announcing a hartal progra-
mme,

Privatisation
- From Page |

Renee Veyret, French. Trade
Commissioner Desrulles,
Francis B Narayan of Asian
Development ank, World
Bank Country Director Plere
Landell-Mills and World Bank
rational Adviser Mohsin
Yesterday's meeting was the
- was
first of a series of three such
discussions planned for next
two days. It is also the followup
of the consultation between the
donors and the Board held in
the city on September 4.
In the consultation, the

e e——
the vatisation
might face a setback due to
labour unrest and opposition by
some political :
We have informed them
about the recent progress in
tion and now are
convinced that the government

is committed to continuing the
mme,” said Zafarullah.

ring the last two weeks,

just after the donors expressed

their apprehension about the

future of the disinvestment pro-

ﬁl‘amme. a substantial progress

as been made in offloading a

number of state-owned enter-

prises (SOEs).

R&H emplﬂyegs.

From Page 1 |
nning from today
eir 11-point de-

s.
The demands include with-
drawal of regularisation order
giving :m]illujrment to 8,203
master roll sramik workers
who have been working with
R&HD for over 10 and im-
plementation of the
O Acoording 1o Sheikh Taibx
to Sheikh Taibur
Rahman, Member Secretary of
Sramik Karmachari Oikiya Fo-
rum, the strike, to be observed
in all R&HD of the country, has
been called after talks with the
authorities failed.
During the strike about
70,000 workers in all R&HD
will abstain from their works
in the department activities
across the country.

Hartal today

From Page 1
September 23 and torch proces-
sion throughout the country on

ber 24

Meanwhile, BNP ac sec-
retary general Abdullah Al

Noman and the y's city unit
convenor Sadek Hossain
Khoka, MP, in a joint statement

yesterday called upon the cit
dwellers to make today's lu.rll{
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After hearing the com-
lainant, Additional Chiefl

etropolitan Magistrate
Habibur Rahman sent the case

country
to press

records to tan Magis-
trate Golam Rabbani for judi-
cial enquiry.

Advocate A Khan,
F Rahman Khan. aullah

Miah. MA Ahad Miah. Habibur
Rahman Mondol and others
on behalf of the com-

inant.



