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S mills to be
handed over
to workers this

month: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina terday said five mills
rnd lctt;a}iea of Dl*:jaka. Chi-
tagong, uina and Mymen-
singh regions would be handed
over to their workers by this
month as part of the pri-
vatisation process. reports

"These five mills will be used

views with leaders of
Workers Party at

her office in the morning.
Hasina said the -
tion process aims at
ng the losing mills and
factories profitable. She also

t's

laid s on the
old s and facimm after
NEecessary repairs

stern action
against the loan defaulters, she
said, adding that Tk 3,800 crore
had been recovered since her

government took over.
Isa Murder Case

Four awarded
life-term, 4
- B
10yrs’ RI
By Court Correspondent

A court ay sentenced
four youths to life imprison-
ment and four others to suffer
10 8 rigorous imprison-
ment after ﬂndlrg them ty
of murdering a 16-year-old boy
um in
the city on October 19, 1994,

Ishtiague Ahmed Isa was
alone at ts home at the
hotel used for the residences of
the Em.mmmt officials when
the slit open his throat
with a machete and fled with a
EEP and other valuables while

ts, both rnment
. were off to work.

See Page 12 Col 3

Strike at BUET:

Hilton’s condition
critical
By BUET Correspondent |

No classes were
Bangladesh Universily o
(IB?‘ and Technology

ET) ay as various
student jointly called a
strike in against the as-
mhm correspondent of

The BNP-backed Jatiyata-
badi Chhatra Dal (JCD),

" The student bodies that
called the strike held rallies
demand stern action
uorru;l::d t‘iliﬂ u[I}ttnglllu

ent, ton Das, late
Wednesday night.

A resident of Titumir Hall,
Hilton was severely beaten by
five ‘outsiders’ hockey
sticks and weapons in his
room.

were
See Pale 12 Coiy 2

Indo-Pak talks

conclude

NEW DELHI, Sept 18: India
and F}Hltﬂn tnday;:;dnd three
days talks negotia-
tors nf:lewc agreed to
meet normalise

ong-time
rivals, reports Reuter.

"We are clear in our mind

that the serious should
continue,” Indian secre-
tary K Raghunath told reporters

after the talks.

Raghunath and his Pakis-
tani counter Shamshad
Ahmad both said the talks had
been cordial and there was
agreement on the need to meet

again, no date was set.

Wmmmm
position in a better-manner,
Ahmad said.

Bangladesh-
Nepal Transit:
A Momentous

beginning

Verbatim text of cross
examination of
fourteenth prosecution
witness in
Bangabandhu
Murder Case
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Business

Govt under WB fire

DSE index leaps with
bullish sentiment
Pages 6,7
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Crescent Lake

pontoon bridge
shifted to
ihayestaganlj

overnment

shifted the pontoon bridge
on the Crescent Lake near

Sangsad Bhaban to Shayes-
taganj, reports UNB.

The pontoon bridge has
been temporarily shifted to

Shayes-taganj considering
the incon-venience of the
people of Sylhet to cross the
river Khowai, said an offi-
cial handout dycstcrday. The
pontoon bridge belongs to
the Roads and Highway
-ment.

t said the government

has arranged to place the

m'ﬂ bellﬁ:m

construction Khowai I:lrldglc.

The Khowali brldg: -
lapsed due to a flash flood
on July 13,

BNP office area in Naya Paltan in the city clouded with thick smoke yesterday as police
lobbed tear gas shells. BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia (inset) wiping her eyes when
she entered the office shortly afterwards.
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— Star photo .
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floating bridge on the
was removed on Wednesday night.
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ake at this point
— Star photo
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Removal of bridge over Crescent Lake protested

Many hurt

By Staff Correspondent

Scores of people were in-
jured in a series of clashes be-
tween police and BNP support-
ers in and around the cen-
tral office at Naya Paltan in the
city yesterday.

According to witnesses, the
clashes took place when police
tried to prevent the major oppo-
sition party from staging a
rally to protest removal of a
ﬂnatinF bridge on the Crescent
Lake, leading to founder of the
party late President Ziaur
Rahman's mazar.,

Police lobbed teargas shells
blanketing the area with a
massive cloud of smoke which
made a number of people inside
the BNP office sick.

Those who fell sick due to
teargas included Deputy Leader
of the Opposition in Jatiya
Sangsad Prof Badruddoza
Choudhury and city BNP Con-
venor Sadek Hossain Khoka.

Besides, three policemen
were wounded in brickbatting
by BNP workers, police sources
said.

The trouble began when po-
lice took position on the stairs
at different floors of the four-

See Page 12 Col 7

BNP announces
countrywide
demonstration

today & tomorrow

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday warned
that her party would go for a
tough street protest to oust the
government if it does not stop
its "undemocratic” activities,
reports UNB.

"The government is doing
everything excess. We will fur-
ther intensify our streét protest
r:“ch might cxpuiriltest;uhs fall of

e %?chmcnt." she 4

e Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament issued the
warning at a press briefing
shortly after police had gone on
action against BNP activists in
front of the party central office
in the afternoon.

She also announced coun-

. try-wide demonstration today

d tomorrow and demonstra-
-at district headquarters on
Sunday to protest the 'I:?-l
tack” and removal the pon-
toon from Crescent Lake.
Descri the police action

as barbaric, Zia said the

See Page 12 Col 8

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khashru said yesterday
that the proposed Grameen
Court system was aimed at
ensuring justice to the poorest
of the poor.

"The village courts in the

t had been non-functional

ause those who ran those
courts were partisan by the
nature of their a lntﬂlclm
he said at a Consultative
Workshop on Grameen Court in

the city E:lu:rday. :

“We do not want to make the
same mistakes of the past. By
establishing a maximum par-
ticipatory court, we would like
to ensure justice to all," he told
the workshop which was partic-
ipated by lawyers and -
tatives from different human
rights organisations.

The Grameen Court Project
of the Law Ministry has pre-
pared an outline of the Ena]
draft of the new . which,
according to the Law Minister,
would not clash with the exist-
ing judicial system but would

By Staff Correspondent

act as a complimentary system.
The outline was discu at the
workshop and lawyers added
their recommendations with it.

The workshop was partici-
ﬁatrd by Attorney General K S

abi, Barrister Amirul Islam,
Justice K M Sobhan, Advocate
Sigma Huda, Law Secretary M
Aminullah, Project Director
and Jdint Secretary of Law
Ministry Sahur Hossain,
Project Consultant Mizanur
Rahman and others.

Amirul Islam sald that
while a better system would be
formulated to ensure justice at
the grassroots level, it was hard
to appoint the right people who
were commitied enough to en-
sure justice.

"“Commitment in judiciary is
lacking Justice is perpetuated
in cases like Seema murder or
Nurjahan murder. The society,
in general, lacks sensitivity for
justice. People are becomin
more legalistic, egoistic an
technical about themselves.
Therefore, the person who will
ensure justice is the problem

Grameen Court won't clash with |
judicial system: Khashru

which needs to be addressed
first.” he said pointing fingers
at politicisation of the judi-
ciary at village level.

He noted that to sustain the
articipatory nature of
rameen Court, institutional

su would be needed. The
institution's purpose would be
training the judges. mediators
and concilliators of Grameen
Court with an emphasis on
maintaining neutrality.

Justice M Sobhan noted

that although the judicial sys-
tem In villages had been intro-
duced in 1919, all st courts
remained sarn the na-
ture of their appointment.

Describing the composition

of the Grameen Court, Mizanur
Rahman said that the court
would be composed of three

judges or adjudicators. They

would be nominated from
among a panel of 15 to 20
justices of peace’ (honorary
magistrates]. The senior-most
adjudicator will be designated
as Chairman of the court.

See Page 12 Col |

BELJING, Sept 18: China's
Communist Party has elected a
new central committee with 193
full members and 151 alterna-
tive members, AFP quoting
Xinhua :

The 2, top-rank leaders
of the party also elected a new
commission for discipline in-
spection with 115 members.

@iao, Shi, the head of
China's t and a rival
to Communist leader Jiang
Zemin, was dropped from the
party's policy making Central
Committee, cli.;::%atcs to the

party congress
Liu Huagqing, the Chinese

army's top r tative, also
was left off ul com-
mittee, said Zh Guoyan and
Wang Zhiwei, delegates from

northern Shaanxi.

The removals of Qiao and
Liu from the committee, one of
the party's highest organs of
power, may open the way for
Jiang to maneuvre more sup-
porters into top positions, ac-
cording to AP

"They're retiring, they're too
t;l;l. Wang said. Liu is 81, Qlao is

“The central authorities
have made other arrangements

for them.” Zhang said

Qiao's removal also in-
creases the likelihood of him
stepping down at a later date as
head of the National People's

Congress, haps in favour of
Li Peng. whose term as premier

ends in March.

The weeklong congress
marked a watershed for 71-
year-old Jiang in that it was his

%@ __ . 7

Ny

Chinese President Jia

ng Zemin (Left) and Prime M

;Iiang's rival dropped from
party central committee

first without the powerful back-
ing of his mentor Deng
Xiaoping, China's paramount
leader died in February.
Today's closing session was
expected to approve Jiang's re-
forms, proposed in a keynote
speech to the opemng ol the
congress last Friday, as well as
a plan to amend the Communist
Party constitution.

inister

Li Peng have a discussion during the closing session of
the 15th Communist Party Congress inside the Great Hall

of the People in Beijing yesterday.

— AP/UNB photo

|

Nﬁrses observe
24-hr strike

By Staff Correspondent

A 24-hour strike in -

ment hospitals and health

in the country
at 8 am yesterday at the call of
Bangladesh Diploma Nurses
Association (BD in support
of the nurses of Banga-
bandhu Shei Mujib Medical
University (BMU), BDNA lea-
ders claimed.

"The 24-hour strike called
through a conference on
September 11 was successful
observed across the country. No
untoward incidents took place.”
sald one of the BMU nurses'
leaders.

To put an end to the crisis,
Director of Nursi Services
Nimati Sharma met the leaders
of m at the BHLISL“ i
yes evening. ri
one and hours tllk.l,ngDHA
leaders tumed down her reqbruut
to call off the strike and sit a
meeting with the authorities.

“The talks failed. The
Director had come on behalf of
the minister to convince us to
call off the strike. We shall sit
for talks onILif the t
withdraws its decision to turn
the IPGMR (now BMU) into an

See Page 12 Col 4
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Larma tells CHT people

PCJSS, govt made
concessions for
greater interest

By Special Correspondent

Chairman of Parbattya Cha-
ttagram Jana Sanghati Samity
(PCJSS) Jyotirindriyo Bodhi-
priyo Larma alias Shantu Lar-
ma has said that both his
organisation and the govern-
ment agreed to give 'conce-
ssions’ to each other in the
greater interest of the Chitta-
gong Hill Tl‘::;acts {?H’I‘} and the
country to bring a lasti eace
in the region. BP

"Because of sincerity of the
government we have been able
to work out a draft agreement,
which will be placed before
you," he told cheering support-
ers upon arrival at his tempo-
rary headquarters at Duduk-
chhara in Khagrachari district
Htaterda morning by a special

ight of an Air Force MI-17
helicopter.

He said if the tribespeople
give their approval the agree-

ment will be signed in the next
meeting with the National
Committee on Chitiagong Hill
Tracts (NCCHT)., according to
information received from lo-
cal correspondents covering his
arrival at Dudukchhara, a tiny
frontier hamlet near the border
with the Indian state of Tri-

ple greeted him and his de

tion when they alighted from
the military helicopter from
Dhaka at 11:15 am after four
days of talks with the NCCHT.
The talks ended on Wednesday
evening.

Larma sounded optimistic
when he said that he cts
people in the CHT and all over
the country as well as the
Shantibahini would accept the
agreement when it is signed.

See Page 12 Col 3

several thousand tribes -
lega-

Short sees progress in
poverty alleviation

British Secretary of State for
International Development
Clare Short MP said Bangla-
desh achieved remarkable pro-
gress in poverty alleviation,
education and agriculture,
reports UUNB.

"We see major progress in
poverty eradication. It's an
enormous task,” said the visit-
ing British minister at a joint

ress conference with Finance
nister Shah A M S Kibria at
the NEC Bhaban yesterday.

Short, who came here
Monday on a four-day official
visit to Bangladesh, yesterday
signed an Exchange of Letters
approving a British grant of
over Tk 24.6 crore for the sec-
ond phase of the Fisheries
Trainjng and Extension

Pro :
e _'%l!e Biesefic minister

termed her visit enormously
enjoyable, she said: We are

looking for long-term partner-
ship hetwrcnnﬁ-n: two govern-
ments.”

Finance Minister Kibria
said Bangladesh entered into a
new dimension of bilateral re-
lations with Britain through
the visit of Clare Short. "The
visit is a significant millstone
in developing bilateral rela-
tions.”

Short, referring to her visit
to country's northwestern re-
gion on Wednesday, remarked
that she observed wonderful
?:cllimmenﬁj lirl:li vdarinus sectors

uding C education, -
culture and fisheries. e

"A lot has been achieved in
the past 25 years ... and we want
to see further improvement,"
said the British minister,
pointing out the fast-growing
Fopulaunn as the main prob-
em in achieving rnore progress.

Clare short explained the
c aid. of the new
British government of Labour
Party and assured of continued
support to developing countries
like Bangladesh giving priority

See Page 12 Col 2

HC issues showcause

on striking nurses

@

The High Court yesterday
asked the nurses association
leaders to show cause as to wh
they shall not be directed to call
off the strike at IPGMR and re-
sume duties immediately, re-
ports UNB.

It issued a rule calling upon
the two nurses associations to
show cause as to why the indef-
inite strike enforced by them at
IPGMR since September 7
should not be declared to have
been done against public inter-
ﬁlt and without lawful author-

y.

The vacation writ bench of
the HC Division also issued
show cause notice upon the
Health ., the Director
of Nursing Service and the
Director of IPGMR for their
failure to restore the medical
services at the PG Hospital.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice Mainur Reza Chowdhu
and Justice Mohamma
Hamidul Huq issued the rule
after heari a writ tition
filed by Anwar Sadat Kollol, a
relation of a patient now
undergoing treatment at the
hospital.

Manzoor Murder Case

Fresh hearing on charge
framing Sept 28

By Staff Correspondent

A fresh hearing on char
in the Manzoor m

n which Jatiya Party
esident

fr
case,
chief and the former
H M Ershad is the cipal ac-
cused, is scheduled for
28 at the First Court
of Additional Session Judge,
Dhaka, said Yousuf Hossain
Humayun, lawyer for Ershad.
The court will also examine
the accused and hear the -
ment in the Jatiya Party

Ganesh Man
Singh dead

KATHMANDU, Sept 18;
Ganesh Man Singh. supreme
leader of the Nepali Co s
Party who made his nmnﬁ:t-
ing a century of one-fi rule
in Lepa.! died tndlyml , of-
ficials l:rldhl;cpom : ng

One of the most popular fig-
ures in Nepal, thousands of
people started flocking to his
residence in Kathmandu after

news of his death was an-
Singh

ed after luﬂcrl.n1 a
heart attack but had ill
Page 12 Cal'Y

case on the same day. Ershad is
also an accused in the case,
Humayun added.

Ershad is also scheduled to
appear before the court of
District and Sessions Judge,
Dhaka in the T&T and Holiday

Inn cases on 29,
g A date for h hearing on
C

gt ey
der of the High Court as the
See Page 12 Col 6
Noor Jehan
in critical
condition

ISLAMABAD, Sept 18: The

imﬂnﬂd Pakistani music. whose

: an m cCareer -

dltﬂn&‘te un
50 ye

creation of her coun-
ars , has been hos-
pitalised with critical heart

problems, AP quoting newspa-
pers

Hmm. who will turn
71 on Sunday, was admitted to
the intensive care unit of the
Agha’' Khan Hospital in the

See Page 12 Col |

Attorney General Barrister
KS Nabi told the court that the
strike created a deadlock in the
health services of the IPGMR
and was hea towards a po-
litical chaos seemingly at the
In:tlgntiun of a political circle.

"It should be judicially inter-
fered in the interest of the pub-
lic and public health,” the AG
said.
Advocate MA Wahab Miah,
counsel for the writ petitioner,
submitted that lot of harass-
ments to the patients had al-
ready been done due to the
strike of the nurses.

He further said in order to
avert further loss of life and
suffering of the patients in the
IPGMR, immediate restoration
of the health services by the
nurses is essential.

See Page 12 Col 6
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Nat'l Film
Award '94
distributed

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the fillmmakers to imbibe pos-
terity with the spirit of the War
of Liberation through films de-
Eicting the events of history,

esides producing entertaining
movies, reports UNB.

"We also have to take effec-
tive steps to control the produc-
tion of cheap entertaining
films," she said at the distribu-
tion ceremony of the National
Film Award '94 at Osmani
Memorial auditorium in the
evening.

Unveiling government plans
for develuleliing film industry,
the Prime Minister said: We are
keen to see the films of Bangla-

desh develop into a strong

public medium to provide the

viewers with healthy recrea-

tion. We are er to step for-

ward in line with the progress

of the world film industry.
Sheikh Hasina said her gov-

See Page 12 Col 1

Young man

stabbed to

death 1in city

By Staff Correspondent

A young man was murdered
and his brother was critically
injured when an unidentified
%’Iﬂﬂg stabbed them in South

rerbagh under Mirpur thana
in the city last night.

Police identified the dead as
Siraj, 28. and his injured
brother as Jasim, 30. The in-
jured man was under treatment
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

e motive behind the at-
tack on the sons of Jainal
Abedin of South Pirerbagh
could not be known immedi-
ately.

Police said the two brothers

i were stabbed indiscriminately

by unidentified assailants at a
grocery near their house at
about 8 pm. Both of the woun-
ded brothers were taken to
DMCH immediately.

Siraj succumbed to his in-
juries at about 10:30 pm while
Jasim's condition was deterio-

rn.tllrﬁ_

rpur police said the in-
vestigating officer rushed to the
spot. However, no case was
lodged and none was arrested in
connection with the incident
till filing of this report late last
night.

Ershad apprehends

, L}
CHT won’t remain
part of Bangladesh
if army withdrawn

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad yes his
:lp rehension t Chittagong

ill Tracts will not remain a
part of Bangladesh if army is
withdrawn from there, reports
UNB,

"I have doubts whether the
hill tracts will remain a part of
Bangladesh if the army is with-
drawn from there. Army, by no
means, should be withdrawn
from the region.” he said in a
statement.

Ershad said the ment
should discuss the CHT issue in
Parliament before signing any
agreement.

“Transparency is essential
in any agreement. People

should be informed of it
clearly,” he added.
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Dhanmondi
Gulishan

Nasirabad

branches of ANZ Grindlays
| Bank will remain

Open on
turdays

The following facilities will be operational
¢ Cash deposit/withdrawal

¢ Credit Cards

¢ Traveller's cheques

¢ Locker services

with ANZ Grindlays Bank

Etfective from 20th September 1997. Saturday

banking hours will be from 10am to 1pm




