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Becker-Bjorkman
first round tie

MUNICH, Germany, 16:
Del‘endl'rm champion ris
Becker face Sweden's Jonas
'?:tmnn in the first round of

Grand Slam Cup. tennis'
drawn Monday S AP
, reports AP,
a.&:m 2338 in Munich
-
Olympic Hall and carries a
purse of 6 million dollars. also

will see Pete against
Felix Mantilla of in the
first round. ‘
Other are: Britain's
Greg usedski against

Australian Todd Weod :
Y Kafelnikov of Russia
m-msﬂrnw
Filip Dewulf of um; Petr
Korda of the Czech Republic

against Brazil's Gustavo
Kuerten; Marcelo Rios of Chile

Richard of the
N etands oad fusires
Thomas Muster against

An-rlllb‘l Patrick Rafter.
A blessing in
disguise!
WACO, Texas, Sept 16 (AFP):

Michael Johnson overcame an
-filled season to win a

Far from in top form,
Johnson entered the world meet
on a s invitation and

in silence with thigh,

‘It was my slowest world

of the three but
that was unimportant,”
Johnson said. "I just wanted to
win. It's one of my wins,
in a way. Most races | know if 1
run as as | can I'm to
win. I didn't know that this
time.
“People see now that I'm not

in the flowers. I can be |

in the bushes with thorns
as well."

Johnson has returned home
here and will travel to
Australia and South Korea for

before be-
M

rehabilitation of

r
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] WASHINGTON,
Y Sept 16: (agenci-
s
was
needed in this

semifinal tie here between
Australia and the United Sates.
But after Aussie Pat Rafter
rolled over Michael C in a
semifinal on his way to the US
Open title and a world number
three , the stage was set
between

for an epic
the-ﬁgu:lary Davis Cup foes.
makes it a lot more
interesting,” Chang said.
*If we were to win, 1t would

make it a little sweeter. -
Play begins here Friday on

the rald Center hard-
courts world number one
Pete Sampras, second-ranked
Ch and Jim Courier and
Alex O'Brien the hosts.
Rafter and Mark
Phili lead the Aussies,
with world's rated dou-

bles duo of Todd Woodbridge

and Mark Woodforde and re-
serve Jason Stoltenberg also

%c. Woodies have set aside

SRR oS at the US Spén and

are favourites t whatever
tandem the US send forth,
likely Sampras in an unusual

dou role with Courier.
Combined u:itll}s Raftﬂnal?
res in natio
murgcrm and the defeat of
in fourth round of
the Open, US players have

"You gnt% el sy il

centive to play in Davis
Cup," Sampras said. "You're

la for your country.”
i ?]?g winner I‘acet:y either

Sweden or Italy in November
for the trophy.

e e e
Hearts hope to
have Brolin

LEEDS, England, Sept 16:
Leeds maverick Tomas Brolin
is considering a se offer

to join Scottish Premier
Division outfit Hearts on loan,

The unsettled Swedish in-
ternational met with Hearts
manager Jim Jefferies on
Monday in Edinburgh with a
view {o a deal.

Jefferies said: "There's been
no ment as yet, but we
have spoken with about

to on loan.

ether he liked what he
saw remains to be seen as he
has now gone home to consider
:111 options — at the moment it
s just a

pic Davis Cup duel on cards

Rafter took five days off af- l

their first Davis Cup meeting in
1905. But Australia is 15-14 in
finals meetings and won the
most recent duel, 4-1 in the

1993 round.
The Au have not won a
Davis Cup tie in a US venue

since 1973, when they swept the
Americans 5-0 in the finals on

carpet at Cleveland.

Steffi won't be
co-number one
ala Seles

STAMFORD, Connecticut,
Sept 16: Steffi Graf will not re-
tum to the WTA Tour as a co-
number one in the same man-
ner Monica Seles was able to
share the top spot after her
comeback from being stabbed,
reports AFP.

Tour officials said no dis-
cussions have been made about
the German receiving a special
ranking. .

Instead, the W;I‘uim:]h use its
"special ranking " that was
written in case of long-term in-
uries such as that suffered b
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Graf, who has said she will be
out through at least the tour
championships in New York in
November.

Graf would be eligible to re-
turn at number three because
that was where she was rated af-
ter her final event before the
layoff, in this case the French

Graf could use her special

mnﬁm%furm into 11 tour-
naments, one of them a Grand
Slam, should she be out until
the Australian Open.

While her special ranking
would be used for acceptance
into events and some seeding
cases, her actual in the
htnurtopmwmm-udm
er prior s 8§ over 52
weeks. o
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ter his US triumph but has
ﬂnt lost sight of the Davis Cup
ze.

“To get up for a Davis Cup
match isn't difficult,” Rafter
said,

He knows because it was a
Davis Cup first-round victory
over France's Cedric Pioline
that helped revive his season.
Rafter won the last three sets af-
ter some words of wisdom from
Davis Cup captain John
Newcombe.

Meanwhile, Morocco has de-
cided not to send a team to
Israel for a Davis Cup tie later
this month for security rea-
sons, a national tennis federa-
tion spokesman said on
Monday.

- "Yes, it's true, we are not go-
ing," the Royal Moroccan
wa Federation spokesman

He said the reason was "lack
of security” for the four-mem-
::r;'team. officials and specta-

Morocco had twice asked
Israel for a change ol location
and each time had been turned
down, the spokesman said.

The requests came in the
wake of two Jerusalem bomb-

, one of which, on July 30,
l?ﬂcd 17 people and injured

"We told them we would play
in any country anywhere %ut

. they refused,” he said, adding

that the first refusal was re-
ceived on September 2 and the
second on September 10.

The Davis Cup Euro African
Zone Group One relegation tie
was due to be played in Tel Aviv

from Scrtﬂnbcr 19 to 21.
In Israel, Israel Tennis

Association chairman David
Harnik expressed disappoint-
ment at Morocco's decision.
"We et the decision (not
to Fl:c,r in Israel), which has re-
sulted from political consider-
ations,” he said in a statement.
In the meantime, Marzio
Martelli dropped out of [taly's
Davis Cup squad with a
left hamstring on Monday, just
days before his side's
clash with Sweden.
Martelli was replaced by
Davide inetti, who has

never played in the competition

before
etti broke into the

100 in the world rankings
gtheﬂrﬂﬂmthhmrnnd

is currently ranked 95.

He is expécted to compete in
the singles, leaving veteran
Omar Cam and

to play doubles.
other mem of the
Italian team is Renzo Furlan.
Kamaz to fight
to the last

| e e

vowed on
Monday to take their fight to
parliament after losing an ap-

gl ugriiabbong st S

certain relegation, reports
Reuter.
The league's appeals council

left in force last week's disci-
plinary committee decision to
dock six points for not Bl
transfer fee on time, Nikita
Simonyan, the league's first
vice-president, said by tele-

PTh grossly violated th
y viola the
ruluu?’the and we gave
them an extra month to rec
the situation but still they

not pay.

Simpson leaves
Brentwood

LOS ANGELES, Sept 16: O J
has moved out of the
Brentwood mansion he once
shared with his murdered ex-
wife, a lawyer for the former
football star said on Monday,

reports Reuter.

Attorney Dan Leonard said
Simpson, who lost the home in
Iurnhcil.nn;rtlﬂtrfﬂﬂn;hthlﬂ
on yments,
moved el rgatn the Los

A civil in Febru
o B R g o
June 12, 1 ; deaths
of ex-wife Nicole Brown
and her friend. Ron
. the same jury ordered
dollars
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\ Half revolution

in English
cricket

LONDON, t 16: English
cricket nfﬂcia]s:pw:r: furﬁ to
admit defeat on Monday in
their efforts to alter the face of
the traditional county champi-
onship, rts Reuter.

The 18 first-class counties,
joined by the MCC, voted 12-7 to
retain the current all-play-all
format, albeit with increased
incentives for the top eight
sides who will qualify for a new
one-day Super Cup the follow-
ing season.

Although there will be pro-
motion and relegation in the
new national league one-da
tournament starting in 1999,
the failure to introduce two di-
visions at first-class level dis-
appointed English Cricket
Board (ECB) chairman Lord
Maclaurin.

"County chairmen are very
conservative and they have to
be led along slowing and gen-
tly.," he said. "Persona I
would have gone for two d}rﬂ-
sions and I think that in m
g:cufrfh we'll get lhgrt?'j Wwe'll

ree years and then see
what ha .

The : of the mihhﬂ pro-
posals put forward in the origi-
nal "raising the standard” doc-
ument last month have been re-
tained, notably a restructuring
of club and second team cricket.

Touring teams are also
likely to face more representa-
tive sides on future visits to
England, al the counties
have been promised that their

money- games against
the tourists not completely
disa :

sh Test players are also

likely to be contracted to the
ECB rather than the counties in
future. Lord Maclaurin did not
put a date on it but described the
move as "inevitable.”

C’wealth Games’
cricket may lose
attraction

SYDNEY, Sept 16: Next
year's Commonwealth Games
cricket tournament, which will
go ahead with?ut the tr::il:;
tional powers of England
West Indies, could be weakened
further since Australia and
Pakistan may send just second-
choice sides, Reuter.

A spokesman for the
Australian Cricket Board said
today that it was that the
Games in Kuala Lumpur would
clash with Australia’'s tour to
Pakistan. -

“The tour dates haven't been
finalised but they will be
around the same time as the
Commonwealth Games (Sep-
tember 11-21)," Patrick Keane
said. "If that's the case then
wg ing a team instead.”

included in
the Commonwealth Games for
the first time next year, but has

already suffered several body

English officials last week
announced they would not be
sending a team because the
Games coincided with the end of
their domestic county season.
thhe West Indies ;nr;h -

to compete as a entity
because are represented by
their individual states at the
Commonwealth Games.

Macau’s maiden
female matador

HONG KONG, 16: A con-
troversial bullfight in the
Portuguese-run territory of
Macau will {eature a woman

ter this year, it was re-
Tuesday, AFP.

Organiser Jose Pinto told lo-
cal nm”peu that Maria
Manuela, 24, from Portugal will
lon Hon“gnhlt:n:"dnﬂu! {gggggu
US) fiesta.

The event is aimed at at-
tracti tml::.m to the terri-
tory, been plagued by
gang warfare. Tourist arrivals
plummeted 25 cent in July

amid battles have killed
17 since the start of the
rem: val ga are fighting
or control of Macau's oam-

bling, loansharking and prosti-
tution rackets.

The event, for which the
Macau government has con-
tributed 2.5 million dollars, is
scheduled for
and October 1, 4 and 5.
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Elena Vitrichenko of Ukraine demonstrates her flexibility while performing at the Aeon

Cup rhythmic gymnastics championships in Tokyo on Sept 15. She won the bronze medal in
the senior division individual finals.

| —AP/UNB photo

points at 4-5 and 15-40. She got

Rally of Indonesia Sept 19-21

TOKYO, Sept 16:
Fifth seed Yayuk .
Basuki, saving
herself in emer-
gencies with sur-
prise charges to
the net, pulled out a 7-5, 7-6
victory Tuesday over France's
Sarah Pitkowski in the first
round of the Toyota Princess
igp tennis tournament, reports

r

Another Southeast Asian
layer, Thailand's Tamarine
anasu , also had to dig out

of trouble for a 0-6, 6-4, 6-2 vic-

tory over Magdalena Maleeva of
Bc:%ma

apan's top player, Ai
Sugiyama, beat Australian
Annabel Ellwood 6-3, 6-2, and
Rika Hiraki, a winner in the

French n mixed doubles,
defeated Japanese compatriot
Yuka Y a 6-4, 6-1 in other

matches in Ariake Colosseum,
wi:h the roof closed because of
rain.

Basuki trailed 2-5 in the
first set and then faced two set

back to deuce by charging in for
a winning half-volley and then
a smash. Four points later, she
reached 5-5 with a forehand
crosscourt.

The 26-year-old Indonesian
broke for a 6-5 lead by forcing
Pitkowski into a nett ssi
shot attempt and finished o
the set with a good serve down
the middle.

The second set looked easier,
with Basuki taking a 5-3 lead,
but Pitkowski saved two match
points at 4-5 as Basuki sailed
two backhands long.

Unable to serve out the
match at 5-4 and — after an-
other service break — at 6-5,
Basuki dominated the
tiebreaker, serving her seventh
ace of the day for a 5-1 lead and
finally winning with a net
charge that stampeded
Pitkowski into hitting long.

Tamarine, ranked 41st, won
with heavy hitting, though
Maleeva served up nine aces to
her five.

The problem at the start, she

¥

Yayuk, Tamarine advance

said, was that the rain meant
there was no court available to
warm up, and Maleeva "was
hitting every ball on the line. I °
was lucky in the second set —
my serve was coming back.”

She had to save two break
points in a five-deuce game at 4-
4 in the second set before break-
ing Maleeva to take ihe set.

Also advancing directly to

" the second rourici were the next

three seeds'— Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario and Conchita Martinez
of Spain and American
Kimberly Po. Po will meet
Hiraki in her first match.

No. 6 seed Elena Likhovtseva
of Russia withdrew because of a
kidney infection. Russia's Anna
Kournikova and American
Mary Joe Fernandez had
dropped out earlier,
Kournikova with a foot lnl]u
and Fernandez because o il?-’
ness. Japan's Haruka Inoue re-
laced Likhoviseva as a lucky
oser, while Henrieta Nagyova
of Slovakia took her place as a
ninth seed,

The Rally of Indonesia, 11th
round of the' FIA World Rally

Ohampienship.; b $ 0N
September : Subaru -

19 with
teams of Colin McRae and
Kenneth Eriksson lying on 32
and 24 points res after
completion of the Rally of
Finland which finished August
31, says a press release.

The three-day event in the
southeast Asian country will
end on 21.

During the the com-
?cutnn will travel a distance of

122.96 kilometres on a gravel
surface.

Here are some important

information about the ly of
Indonesia:
Indonesia is a coun of

contrast. With over 13.6 is-
Iaml:lin “I makes up the Iargii':lat
archipelagic country in the
world. It has 250 dlfl;y:rcnt lan-
gu . smouldering volcanoes,
ver.tﬁn.t paddies, sapphire wa-

Sumatra, with a land surface
of 440,000 square kilometres is
the second largest island of
indonesia, and fifth largest in
the world. The equator runs
across the middle of this west-
ern most of Indonesia's major
islands.

North Sumatra is a land of
great mountains, waterfalls, a
vast lake, a mixture of cultural
gupc and plantations of rub-

., tobacco, tea, palm oil and
coffee.

TERRAIN AND
CLIMATE

The are run on
and mud tracks that weave
through palm oil, rubber and

coffee tations.

by trade wind. There are only
two seasons — the dry season
!H-f

mg%w rom

ber to March. Temperatures ra-

nge from 31-40 degrees Celsius.
ABOUT THE RALLY

This is the second year
Indonesia has had orld
Championship status.

It is the 11th round of the
World Rally Championship,
and round 5 of the FIA Asia
Pacific Rally Championship.
Adopti

“the TIun of ST es
| AT

Z this year's FIA reg-

ulations, the rally has reduced

added this year; Gorbus Ack
Nauli (559), covering 26 km.

As in 1996, the Rally of
Indonesia will start and finish
at Merdeka Square in the centre
of Medan, Indonesia's third
largest city.

e rally travels through
breathtaking scenery, reaching
Lake Toba at Parapat one of the
most beautiful lakes to be seen
anywhere,
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