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Utilisation of Education

The education policy draft presented by the
Shamsul Huq Commission has received its first
public commendation and from no less a person-
age than the President of the country.

The President also struck at a core-problem af-
fecting our education and its role in the Bociety
while speaking at the National Education Week
conference on Sunday. This is the problem so hi-
lariously derided by Dr Mahammad Shahidullah
in a couplet ending in Padhe Farsi bechey tel,
students of Persian finding no better avocation
than selling oil. We have, in spite of a ramshackle
education machine, thousands of science gradu-
ates, a lot of themm masters. That doesn't mean they
are pursuing careers consonant with what they had
been trained in and equipped with. President
Shahabuddin said on Sunday that education pol-
icy be so designed that every student from every
discipline can find a job in line with his academic
background. It should be a two-way system of satis-
faction — the students coming to the best use of the
‘nation and the society sustaining the scholars as
they should be. If the Presidential behest is re-
alised even partially, both quality of education
and quality of the professions would gain radi-
cally. But how would this be done?

President Shahabuddin evidently depends on
the education policy makers to come up with the
answer. Can even a supremely wise — and prag-
matic — education policy give the whole answer?
As things are, there is not much scope here for good
mathematicians or historians or philosophers to
get a meaningful job where their knowledge and
still in their subjects would best benefit the soci-
ety. will a pragmatic education policy go for cur-
tailing production of intellectual workers in these
lines? Or policy planners for the whole society

should develop programmes and establishments L

that would utilise ever more mathematicians and
linguists and anthropologists? Education plan-
ners have so far cared little about the question of
the utilisation aspect of education. And socio-eco-
nomic planers have so far failed abjectly to prop-
erly utilise the available educated and, specially,
scientific manpower.

Education has been our most dismal national
performance. Mainly because extra-educational
considerations were there all the time, trying to fit
the national psyche into. This or that straitjacket.
Let our education be as free as the sky, free of
taboos and concerns of personal or group aggran-
lizement. Let a sense of good citizenship and an
urge to being of use to the society be the best product

" “Yndo-Pak Dial ogue

Recent border clashes, trading of allegations of
spy-war and exchange of-vitriolic statements not
withstanding, foreign secretaries of India and Pak-
istan have resumed their talks in New Delhi.

Indeed the marked feature of their current pat-
tern of interactive diplomacy has been its engaging
nature admitting of no stand-off to gather moss. In
other words, both countries under their mutually
sensitive leaderships, committed to beneficial bi-
lateralism, have, by and large, prized the 'positive’
over the 'negative’. Which is why the unbroken se-
ries of meetings. Outlook-wise we cannot fail to no-
tice the expanding circle of positivism although
one wished the ballistic statementis and expuisions
of diplomats were avoided to prevent some of the
old rancour from surfacing.

Towards establishing a mechanism for tackling
substantive issues the two countries have advanced
reasonably well. In the March meeting they de-
cided to formn working groups to home in on the bi-
lateral concerns and in the June one the foreign
secretaries set an eight-point agenda with the
Jammu and Kashmir and peace and security issues
placed on the top of the list. The on-going third
round is focussed on operationalising the mecha-
nism already agreed upon by both sides. It is now
time they got on with substantive negotiations
leading to an early formation of the working
groups and began implementing understanding as
and when reached by an individual group without
being diswracted by lack of progress in the work of
another working group.

It is important for the region that Sharif-Gujral
talks slated for September 24 in New York on the
sideline of the UN session provide a fresh impetus

to the on-going dialogue between the two subconti-
nental giants.

Unprincipled

The spectre of encroachment on thoroughfares
by political parties for their public mcetings
should have been a matter of the past now. But the
DCC Mayor's announcement of seven venues to
mitigate universal public revulsion against the
malaise has apparently fallen through. Thanks to
BNP's persistence in holding its protest rally in

front of the party office at Nayapaltan despite be-

Ing reminded by the DCC of the need for avoiding
it.

Of course, the BNP as the principal opposition
party in the country, could say that Mayor Hanif's
selection of venues was flawed and furnish its own
list of choices. Even if they had opted for a place of
their own liking other than the street in front of
their party office they would have had a technical
justification for expressing their displeasure over

the DCC's denial of permission to hold the meeting
at Nayapaltan. |

BNP will do well to recall that during its rule the
party had once made known its aversion to using
roads for public meetings. Party stalwarts even
designated a few spots for the purpose, but some-
how things did not work out that way. Now the DCC
mayor has done it. So, a consensus essentially ex-
ists for not holding public meetings on the streets.
We only urge an early implementation of the same
after both sides have publicly indicated their
choices of venues and agreed on a common list.

Meanwhile, the
its meeting behoving its status as a leading politi-
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After milk, the cooperative principles have
been applied for development of edible oil indus-
try and in irrigated rice-growing areas, coopera-
tive rice processing ventures have also been suc-
cessful. Cooperatives in our country constitute a

of business disasters.
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Sir, Our attention has been
drawn to an article written by
Mr Kabir U Ahmad titled "Is the
Political-Economic Stability
under Threat?” in the DS on

threat

3. We like to add the fol-
lowing for further information:

1) One of the letters pub-
lished in your paper about the
changes of the Zia Interna-
tional Airport by Biman au-
thority is a glaring example.

2) The weekly holiday cere-
mony is, no doubt, a dam
act done by some interest
quarters. ~

3) There is systems loss in
every sector, both political so-
cio-economic activities of the
country.

4) The financial sector, in-
cluding revenue earning, seems
to be in an al state etc.

5) The last but not the least
point is that the other day one
secret while addressing se-
nior officials told that every-
where, he finds, go-slow princi-
ple is followed.

M Ali
Dhaka

Closing down of mills

Sir, Couple of days back, we
had the good fortune of visiting
the hlﬁest jute mill in the
world. And you know where it is
located — in our OWT1 coun-
try. B adesh. Isn't that a
source of pride? And when you
visit it, it is more so. For it is so
large, spread over a sprawling
one sguare-mile area with a
large number of mills, residen-

areas for officers and work-
ers (which are more than
35000), 4 schools, 4 outdoor
clinics, 10 big ponds, a %olice
station, a post office, a bank
and hulge lush green trees (for
the mill is very old). It is like a
whole city In itself.

But the sad part is, it is in the

ﬁrtuf:lusur:urm . You
can't help but give credit to the
man who ed the whole |

idea, worked and invested to set |

up a huge complex like this.
And we: we c 't even keep it
runnl:?, something that we got
all readymade. Couldn't we put
in, even this much effort and
honesty to keep it
For, dish
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were as patriotic as our | b

neighbours, if not more so. then
they couldn’'t have taken away
the world market from us.

Like, when we are told to
make something with 1st grade
raw jute, we make it with 3rd
grade, but give the bill of 1st
grade, to pocket rest of the
moneyl So the quality of the
product is naturally 3rd grade.
After that, who give us an-
other order?

Then when the jute is to be
bought from the farmers, it is
not done so, in the peak season
when the price is lowest, but, a
month or so later when the
price doubles and so the price of
the product also doubles. In this
way. so many factors are con-
tributing, to the mill being run
at a loss. For which only we can
be held responsible, nobody
else. |

Isn't there any remedy for
this? For it's a shame for the
whole nation and its citizens
that so many mills are closing
down one after another, but no-
body seems bothered. Not even
the people elected democratic

overnment. Already Monno

eramic. which was nothing
short of a pride of the nation
has closed down. Then some
Sugar mills, Tanneries Salt fac-
tories etc, are at the threshold
of shutting down.

Why, why, why, nothing is
being done?

Dr Sabrina
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka.

Water meters —
WASAs

Sir, In the UK, the water
companies do not use any meter
and charge households at flat
rate decided to ensure rec
of expenses, profit and cost
needed for future developinents.
This there was coined by one of
the staff at Chittagong —
he was rather obstinate to the
extent that he ultimately devel-
oped mental ailments, when no
one, including me as chairman
entertained his recommenda-
tions.

In our country, even using
meters imported at high costs,
we could not ensure conserva-
tion of water supply and billing,
resulting into huge loss of rev-
enue each year. | am now in-
clined to suggest a 'Block Tariff’
instead of the rate now existing,
in which cost of water to house-
holds would rise according to
the qunntt?v they use. The sys-
#m would mean that every
e receiving water for essen-
§ ‘proposes like washing,
pooking and flashing

» at minimum cost but those

s

who use excess water for gar-
dening, for filling swimming
Ils and washing cars etc, to

penalised. Even seasonal tar-
iff with increased charfes for
hot weather/lean supply peri-
ods may be considered to assure
against water shortages. Along
with block rates, other methods
like water-saving devices, re-
duction in leakages, and man-
agin% the uncap street taps
and losses out of unauthorised
use of water would ensure a rea-
sonable supply for all.

We neecrabuut 20 to 30 gal-
lons a day per person and it is
likely to rise to 50 gallons by
the year 2010. Therefore, proper
planning for regular increase of
output, conservation and effi-
cient billing could provide an
dI1SWET.

Col (rtd) Mirza Shafi
House: 82F, Rod: 5
Banani, Dhaka.

Why not a hartal for
Seema?

Sir, In view of the fact that
the people are losing confidence
in law, in some Klaces they are
taking law into their own hands
and creating dangerous situa-
tion, there are widespread inci-
dents of mob violence, lynchi
and killing of alleged chil
lifters, cattle lifters, muggers
and hijackers and great discon-
tentment prevailing in the
country due to rape and murder
of Jesmin of Dinajpur, Seema
Chowdhury of Chittagong and
tragic death of a Biman steward
of Dhaka under police custody,
the latest inquiry into Seema
Chowdhury rape and murder
case and also on account of
deteriora law and order sit-
uation we and of our peo-
ple’'s elected government to
reinvestigate Seema Chowdhury
rape and murder case for the
Ea e nff restoration of cnnfll-

ence of law among the ple
and mainttnanccn:% law.P:?dcr
and peace in the country.

In support of our genuine,

st and noble d call

our people, all social and

cultural organisations and all
political parties irrespective of
Awami League, BNP, JI, JP,
Worker's Party and others to
observe one-day hartal on a
suitable date agreed on consen-
sus to raise the morality and
demonstrate the unity of 130
million people of B adesh in
the greater national interest —
law and order.
O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wart, Dhaka-1203
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Back on US
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is bound to come into focus whatever

Indo-US relation as its result.

WO years

ment was enacted in the US Senate allowing

its government a military hardware transfer
to Pakistan the mood in Islamabad was
ostensibly festive while there was a
cunﬂfnnd n% in New Delhi's south block.
Apart from 8§ {hnpacknglhatm:ded, . among
other things. the spares F-16 aircrafts, Orion
anti-submarine aircrafts and H missiles
from the US, the of a t Pressler
sanctions of 1990 to oblige Pakistan was
significant and in itself a great moral booster for
a country torn by ethro-sectarian strifes, pﬂﬁ

re

ni and
ttg l'.'n nﬂ.:fﬂn economy continuously

However, the US with a rejuvenated Indo-US
relationship following Indian PM's 1994
Washington visit in as well as her eyes fixed
on India’'s vast market after recently-initiated
economic reforms took care in allaying India's
anxiety over the transfer. She adva several
reasons and excuses for the 'partial’ and 'one-time’
amendments with her tone apologetic. The US, on
the whole, remained on the defensive repeatedly
dra the critics’ attention to the dimen-
sion of the deal i.e., the fairness of the equity of a
paid-up arms contract between her and Pakistan.

Now only after two years the Harkin, Warner

amendment 1o the US Foreign Assistance Act au-
thorising the iec-

sumption of cer- g

before when Hank Brown amend- 'special relationship

with Pakistan, Iran despite
her differences with the later on an issue
would not, in the country's present predicament.
alienate Pakistan. Russia now shorn of its ideo-
logical proclivities can seek help from any quar-
ter incl Pakistan on the basis of her geopo-
litical imperatives.

But Sino-Pakistan relations are somewhat
unique and could develop te the countries’ ri-
val systems and philosophies right from the days
of ultra-conservatism of Mao era. Since the early
'60s, China has been heavily investing in
Pakistan which had once been its 'window' to the
world. It has been assisting Pakistan on nuclear
and miusﬂ:htechnnlu es, 1‘i is bclicvedH “m
supplied Pakistan with highly potent M-
a.ng assisted in devel Haft-III whﬁtl uu:uld be
indigenously produ in Pakistan wi capa-
bility of M- II:njssﬂ:. Many believe that Pakistan
exploded her N-Bomb in early '80s in a western
Chinese desert under China's su on. China
also cultivated Pakistan as its link with the
Muslim world with which the former is believed
to be ng an axis to counter the dominance
and influence of the West. In the whole process,
both China and Pakistan have developed high
stakes in each other.

Now as China is rapidly becoming the globe's
: ) t pow-
erful nation and

nomic assistancef
and military trai- ﬁ

ning facilities to} 4%
Pakistan and thﬂ- b b
reby reinforcin

j by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz
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and the US will be
adversaries in the

Brown amend- major riva-
ment of 199 Iry of the first
confirm many of decades of the twe-

the assumptions and speculations raised then

about a possible US-Pakistan strategic consensus.
In retr t. the Pressler sanctions were i

essenti to contain the region's arms race and
dilute its nuclear programme, particularly to
bring under leash l?ahiulan'a nuclear ambition
after giving it almost a decade of freehand.

Because Pakistan had to be kept in good humour
during the period for America's own interest. The
US stand on the implementation of Pressler
amendment hardened since the fall of Najibullah
government in Afghanistan, precisely the time
when Pakistan's role as a conduit for war
WAas over.

Pakistan. the most ‘allied ally’ of the US had
similar experience also in the past when she was
let-down more than once and decetved by her
MWM After 1971 she was virfually
a by the US and its successive adminis-
trations unequivocally endorsed India's -emi-
nence in the subcontinent. Only the unfolding of
Afghan crisis Pakistan from an impend-
ing liﬁm:mnln;yr. After the crisis she obviously
proved redundant and the US was reluctant to ac-
cept the liability of a nuclear-ambitious Pakistan.

Yet an overwhelming urge for security
Brﬂmﬂtcd Pakistan to maintain her link with the

S, the lone su of the post-cold war
world. She even !ulned the US-led multinational
{::rccn in the Gulf in 1990 much to the c of
its
failed to make any dent on American attitude.
After the cold war, Pakistan's position in US' se-
L'urltt" calculation was one of decline. So much so
that by early '90s it was about to be branded as a
backlash' state of 'slanu fundamentalism spon-
soring international tcrtorisni and almost
lumped uEl in that category with countries like
Iran and Libya. All Pakistani
with the US as its old ally were

When viewed against this
traordinary US Iiﬁlslatlnnu [avouring Pakistan
baffled many. But then as much of the dust settled
down after the cold war and a clearer picture
emerged out of the haze of initial ties
and ambivalence with a new battle line drawn the
West found itself confronted with new situations
as well as adversaries. In its consideration, deal-
ing with them would be easier with, among other
things, Pakistan on their side. The Harkin-
Warner amendment by the US administration
alms more at ensu Pakistan's loyalty and co-
operation on the basis of a quid pro quo to be
worked out while the US wmjd launch its three-
pronged grand strategy vis-a-vis China. Russia
and Iran where Pakistan is going to be a relevant
strategic player.

Although the US professes a constructive en-
gagemeni with regard to China, yet she is com-
pelled by the ground realities to move fast towards
a ‘contain China' policy-making a confrontation
inevitable by the turn of the millennium. Her de-
sire to exploit Central Asian market as well as re-
sources b her sharply in clash with Russia's
inherent interests in its 'near abroad’. America's
policy of 'dual containment’ in the Gulf aims at
isolating Iran from international community. In
all these future conflicts the US cannot achieve
her objectives without the help of Pakistan. This
partly explains why the US has suddenly started
wooing Pakistan.

In the post-cold war strategic matrix, the con-
tending parties are strikingly the same as they
were rell%ler the second world war with, of course,
some changes in their approaches, priorities and
emphasis. And the opportunities their power
stmﬁglcs would be offering to Pakistan as well as
the latter's equation with India, her archrival re-
main more or less similar. However, unlike in the
past there are chances that even the potential
contenders of the US also would try to enlist the
support of Pakistan, frustrated by American track

ho avail,
backdrop, two ex

I record of the past. While China already has a
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Demise of a Gracious Lady

L=

public to revive American interest in her, but -

efforts W cosy up’

nty-first century. Even an actual military conflict
between the Ugfand China, ked for example,
by a Chinese attempt
g:ush:; Cnﬁ]i:'l manm territorial claim in

a Sea, is possible particu-
larly as China's military utr:n continues to
%uw. If the coming conflict between China and
the US escalates beyond certain limit. Pakistan as
China's close ally would invariably be drawn into
its vortex. Such pros would be even if
the US which feels that it needs Pakistan for its
great game in the region involving China, Russia
and to a lesser deﬁrne also Iran coopts Pakistan's

partnership.

strategic

During the early '50s, both the :upeE:]::vcrl
wanted to win over Pakistan which ul te

opted for the US. In the current scenario. the
question as to who would win over Pakistan is
again raised: China or the US? The obvious choice
could be for the US, dccllmnﬁ_ but still the

or her dubious
i past and the occasional flashes of her
softness’' towards the ‘largest democracy' of the
world and of course, its vast lucrative market.
Nevertheless, in any event Pakistan stands to
gain in the emerging strategic milieu.

The American establishment is, however, con-
fident that in spite of Pakistan's linkages with
China it is still in more advantageous position to
manipulate the Pakistan Army and establish-
ment in its favour, The notion of a close tie be-
tween the US and Pakistan Army is reinforced
when in a recent statement Ms Bhutto declared
that it was not possible to be the country's prime
minister without the approval of Pakistan Army
and the US. According to General Hauud Gul the
former Chief of Pakistan's I1SI, the recent Scuate
legislation actively backed by the US admiiusiia-

. tom ‘ts definitely a ploy 16 appease thic Pakistail

e Americans feel that the Pakistani Arm
and the establishment will have to be on their si
in the event of any future contingency in the re-
gion. So the US attempts to keep through the re-
moval of legal barriers, its communication lines
with Pakistani Army .and establishment open.
Senator John Warner, the brain behind the latest
amendment, says that the measure would ensure
Washington's continued "constructive engage-
ment” with Pakistan, a nation that has a long his-
tory of being a friend and ally of the US.

In the meantime, India seems to have accc&t;d;
the emerging realities in good grace. In 1995,
was a furore over Hank Brown amendment. This
time there was no fuss except some soul-searching
ohbservations over the development. India has,

Wgﬁéngcn%ﬁgug ﬁhﬂ%gﬁy E’II:}'I‘] nnfsuénmgd[é‘c
over Pakistan with regard to its military's size,
the quality of its arsenal and overall force projec-
tion capability. Her capability has now been fur-
ther beefed up through the indigenous production
of most of its defence requirements. It has far
more advanced nuclear and missile programmes.
It produces its own battle tank and aircrafts. The
recently introduced Russian-made versatile
Sukhoi-30 (SU-30) in the lAF fleet has been
India’s most prestigious acquisition in many
ears.
¥ She also has been able to revive to an extent
her traditional military relation with Russia
notwiths American pressure not to release
some of the sensitive mili hardware to India.
She steadfastly kept her nuc option open and
opposed the signing of CTBT. Now the US' relaxed
attitude toward Pakistan's nuclear and missile
rogramme will embolden India to go nuclear at
ong last and deploy both her 'Agni’ and 'Prithwvi’
in a changed security environment. When
Madeleine Albright visits India in next
November, the thorny issue of America's renewed
'tilt' towards Pakistan is bound to come into focus
whatever may be the shape of subsequent Indo-US
relation as its result.

Not because of
she exuded from her consum-
mate beauty or the scandal
about her post-divorce life, Di-
ana had rather captivated the
world with her sincere devotion
to social works. Diana, apart
from her personal life, had
found a wonderful, warm and
compassionate person whom
people, not just in Britain, but
throughout the world loved —
anqn‘::“wnﬂd hbc:r e af '

as ew
ple like Diana wh\;ﬂv{urkem
devotedly for the well-being of

mh deprived and down-

. Due to her generosity,
she was familiar to everyone.

Ingrained enthusiasm was ob-
served in Diana on social re-
fortn works. She visited Pak-
istan twice and on both the oc-
casions, she visited the cancer
hospital in Lahore built by
former cricketer Imran Khan
and attended fund raising func-
tions.

There is hardly any non-
Muslim who had worked in a
Muslim country with such de-
votion and dedication as Diana
did. She did not bear any preju-
dice against any group. Irre-

amour that

essarily buy

Nasiruddin Ahmed
right connections did not nec-
love. She never

stooped to the privileges of
ru?r family. Diana volunta

relinquished her Her Roya
Highness (HRH) title after di-
vorce.

world's most elegant woman.
She wanted to be a sort of am-
bassador. 'a queen of people's
hear — because she eamned a lot
of respect and admiration. Di-
ana had been frozen out of royal
circle since her divorce.

But she was held in higher
ublic esteem than the royal
amily as a whole. For much of

the past two years., however,
princess appeared in limbo. Af-
ter her divorce, she started to

work for the of AIDS patients,
children, and visited the coun-
sellors and new-age t sts.

Lately, Diana crusaded
against the worldwide use of
land mines in the months be-
fore her death, first visiting
Angola and then Bosnia, two
War-rav countries where
United ations had pro-
grammes to destroy anti-per-
sonnel land mines. met 20
survivors of land mines in Tu-
zla. This was really outstand-
ing. Land mines. virtually are
the deadliest — because
they kill or maim people. That's
why she was vocal against.

eople around the world
were shocked and stunned by
the tragic death of Diana. Her
death is not only a loss for the

spective of religion, race etc.,
Diana extended her

sympathy.
She realised that it was &Iilﬁ

to boast of a member of
the royal family. She found

wealth, high living and the

For 16 years. Diana had been
the focus of thousand of cam-
eras as she tumed from a biush-
ing ingenue into one of the

British royal family but also
for the suffering humanity in
the entire wor:l Dhnr'l !:Rll-
tribution in r-mﬁ:'ignn.; u-

manity will keep alive.




