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| Intolerable Civic Life

To be blunt, the citizens of Dhaka are simply fed
up with the trouble they have to face everyday.
Starting from irregular water supply, frequent
load-shedding, overflowing and stenchy open
drains, pot-holed roads and endless traffic jams,
| there appears to be no end to the troubles we face
everyday in the capital city of ours. We want to
state in clearest of terms that city fathers have
totally failed to respond to the needs of the
citizens. ’

We recall the statement of the LGRD minister,
made late last year, that by May '97 Dhaka would
be made a modern city. We knew that it was politi-
cal hyperbole then, but did not dream that it was as
empty as it turned out to be. How could a senior
minister, and the general secretary of the ruling
party make such a meaningless promise? If he re-
ally did not intend to do anything, then why say
such thing? But he did, and we should hold him to
it.

What about the promises of the first elected
Mayor of Dhaka city? His election was an historic
occasion but his tenure turned out to be shamefully
uneventful. There was so much hope pinned on the
new Mayor, not only because he was an elected per-
son but also because he appeared to be dynamic,
modern and widely acceptable. We still remember
how he began by visiting the house of the out-going
Mayor and sharing sweets with him, thereby im-
mediately sending a signal that he would be differ-
ent. Regrettably, he turned out not to be so, and the
new spark ended almost as soon as it was lit.

Mayor Hanif gets our sympathy when he says
tha. he did not get the support and financial back-
ing that he needed both from the BNP government
and from his own. But this sympathy fades when
we consider what he did with whatever support he
got, in the form of the existing budget, staff and the
programmes. So after nearly four years of Mayor
Hanif's term, Dhaka remains as unlivable, if not
more, as it was when he took over.

There is still time. For the rest of Hanif's tenure,
and of his party government, singleminded atten-
tion should be placed on ameliorating the plight of
this city. While electricity and water belong to the
government; drainage, rickshaw, pot-holed streets
belong to the Mayor. We are tired of seeing respon-
sibility being passed on to different people and in-
stitutions. We will hold the government and the
Mayor responsible, because they are our elected
representatives, We are tired of seeing no im-
provement and we are angry. If those in authority

really care for our votes, then they should wake up
— fast.

Procrastination over ACR

Some_government officials have been found to
be moving- behind the clock in preparing the
Annual Confidential Report or ACR and fully de-
served Establishment Ministry's directive to hurry
up in order to catch up with tirne. Lack of evalua-
tion or delay in the evaluative process in the bu-
reaucracy is particularly worrying because for all
practical purposes it is the bureaucrats who run the
country.

There is no scope for procrastination over a vi-
tal practice for monitoring and maintaining pro-
fessional excellence in the highest tier of the ad-
ministration. We do not know what has led to this
undesirable situation but this, in essence, is ineffi-
ciency in an institution that should ideally be the
model for others in this regard. No wonder red
tapism has become such a dreaded and inescapable
aspect of our daily existence.

We hope the concgrned ministry's directive to
speed things up will have its due and desired effect
in making people within the Secretariat fully up to
date with this particular aspect of their profes-
sional obligation.

One word of caution however should not be held
back in this respect. The culture of politicisation
has struck roots so deep and wide in the society
that hardly any institution is left which can be
considered as being outside the shadows of this
hateful culture. Although its sacrosanct neutral
character seemed to be teetering at times, bureau-
cracy, by and large, has retained its operational
neutrality. One hopes this welcome reality will be
maintained in the evaluative system.

We believe the bureaucracy has it within itself to
maintain the highest professional norms within
its own precincts. And why not? It has no mean
tradition to look back for inspiration. Besides, it
should never forget that it is the fountainhead of
country's executive system. If it falters it has the
whole country faltering. '

Belated Wisdom, but

The Dhaka City Corporation seems to have wo-
ken up at last. It has reportedly, not renewed the
permission it gave for making a makeshift camp
for the disciples of a peer or holy man at the
Banani Chairmanbari ground. We commend this
occasion of DCC's belated wisdom. Let alone other
nuisances that accompany religious or such mass
spiritual assemblies, the environmental pollution
caused by the sheer excremental burden on a public
place is something that the authorities should
have been able to reckon with. One wonders how
the DCC could think of giving permission in the
first place?

Religious or otherwise there is no sentiment that
the City Corporation or for that matter urban
management can indulge in when it comes to the
question of maintenance or public convenience.

Congratulate though we the DCC authorities,
nevertheless we want to warn it that as a public
service agency its profile is abysmally low. And it
| is not showing any signs of pulling up socks as an-
other recent problem — the row it seems to have got
involved in over the designated places for public
meeting — would suggest. Going at this rate of inde-
Cisiveness and inefficiency, one really gets scared

terms of livability ten years down the line.

to even imagine what Dhaka's chances are in
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How Much Revenue Can a Government Raise From Its Citizens?

Ifthm#mmmwhmm&aﬂywmwwwuwuﬁm if not hostile,

INCE every government in
every country is interested
in raising substantial
amount of revenues from
its citizens for meeting its
nditures, whether current
or capital or both, it is
important to set the perspective
rigrl‘t] asking the nmnmlic
and blunt question that is
raised in the title of this article.
The purpose of raising this
question Is that there are
concepts of limits and con-
straints in the process of rais-
ing revenues that need to be ad-
dressed. However, how much
revenues have to be raised is de-
t on how much the man
in authority (whether "mad” as
in some context J M Keynes
t it was or sane but ambi-
tious as in most other cases it
seems it is) wishes to spend ju-
diciously or unjudiciously for
various purposes.

In the developing countries,
some expenditurés on develop-
ment-promoting activities be-
come mandatory if the govern-
ment wants to steer the econ-
omy towards high rate of
growth, especially in the early
stages of development while
some revenue or current CFEI'P
ditures on maintenance of law
and order, defence, infrastruc-
ture and social sectors etc., be-
come imperative for supporting
development and g gover-
nance. For any improvement in
each of these areas. there is
certainly the need for spending
more but there has to be a limit
because no government, how-
ever popular or revolutionary it
might be, can raise revenues be-
yond certain portions of its na-
tional income or GDP. Even If a
government is able to effi-
ciently raise 20 per cent of its
GDP without le es and cor-
ruptions and spend it produc-
tively, it can certainly sustain a
satisfactory rate of develop-
ment of the economy. A sample
of some high-, middle- and
poor-income countries raising
some- percentages of their na-
tional incomes in taxes is
shown in the section below.
However, the answer to the
question raised in the title de-
pends on the citizens' ability to
pafr, their willingness to pay,
policy and efficiency of the tax
machinery and the level and
growth of the economy.

The ability to pay is a func-
tion of the tax payers' current
income while the wil ess to
pay is dependent on their atti-
tude and culture. If the level of
income is low but high rates are
imposed, there will be problems
of, and even resistance to, tax
collection. And if the attitude
towards tax payment is congen-
itally or t.:1.lll;t'l.1nlll_',|r unfriendly
Or uUncoo tive , if not hostile,
then whatever may be the rates,
tax-payers will attempt to avoid
and evade taxes by adopting all
kinds of legal or illegal means.
In such cases, there is a need, for

Sir, | believe in social har-
mony and discipline for every
man and woman. After reading
a newsitemn titled "Private doc-
tors charge fees many times the
rates fixed by the government”
in the DS of 24 august, 1997, |
would like to add a few lines
with a view to focusing one's at-
tention on a medical problem.

With a few honourable ex-
ceptions, medical practitioners
in Bangladesh have been ex-
ploiting the unbettered patients
and the educated ones to the
maximum in the name of medi-
cal treatment. At times they be-
have as if they are not the sons
of the soil — their conduct and
behaviour are highly offensive
and irritating. It is a pity that

they don't realise that they owe _

much to the people, and they
have become doctors with the
support of public funds sup-
ported by the Ee:uple as tax-pay-
ers during the time of their
studies in a government medi-
cal college. They should pay
back their dues to them by wa

- of their sincere services an

honest efforts in the treatment
of the patients.

They should charge not more
than 100 taka as consultation
fees and prescription per pa-
tient. If any doctor tries to
evade taxes against the income
of his c‘::rivate practice, he or she
should be properly dealt with as
per the law of the land. We
should be tough enough to deal
with the defaulters if detected.

No doctor should make an
distinction between the ric
and the lpunr patients in the
service ol suffering humanity.
They should have strong ethical
values of life (to work) as mod-
els for the rest of the people in
Bangladesh. Some of our doc-
tors are would famous because
of their excellence in treatment
and professional knowledge.

Abul Ashraf Noor
Uttara, Dhaka.

Core campaigns

Sir, Cosmetic, populist cam-
I:-aigns and anniversaries cut
ittle ice with the hardcore citi-
zens. The government may an-
nounce relentless long-term
campaigns on core evils in the
society,

Anti-corruption drive, Drive
in the message, intention, and
resolve; and drive out the cor-
rupt persons; at least ten per ,
cent in the initial phase. Set an
example by catching some big
fish in own pukur (ponds).
Needs moral courage and physi-
cal logistics. Both are in short
supply. A regime with plenty of

eople's backing should have
ess problems to say 'Bismillah’
and start the je on corrup-
tion. Passage to heaven is al-
most guaranteed. Forget the
Opposition; there are other pri-
orities.

End campus violence. Say
sormething. at is the first

phase: announce a programme.

adopting all kinds of legal or illegal means.

developing proper tax- n
habit or culture among t {:u-g
zens. Bul if the unwilli

comes from unjust tax burdens,
then the problem takes a differ-
ent dimension al .t s,
therefore, important to under-
stand the psychological bases
as well as threshold level, if
there is any, of peoples’ will-
ingness to pay taxes.

There is no doubt that tax
collection, even in the best of
circumstances, depends on the
tax-payers’ perception of the
purposes for which the tax rev-
enues are going to be used as
well as the efficiency level and
corruption-free image of the
tax-collecting machinery. Even
if people are willing to pay
taxes, the efficiency and corrup-
tion characteristics of the tax-
collecting machinery may land
the government in various
combinations of situations
such as the machinery may be
cnrn;ﬁ)l but efficient. corrupt
and also inefficient, uncorrupt
but inefficient, and uncorrupt
and also efficient. The second
situation is the worst while the
fourth is the best of all possible
situations. It is now to vi-
sualise that even if the econo
is growing satisfactorily an
people are reasonably willing to
pay taxes, because of the -
ciency-corruption characteris-
tics of the tax machinery, the

ment may not be able to
achieve the optimal amount of
tax revenues that it wants. To
achieve its revenue target, the
government has to adopt mea-
sures to improve the efficiency
as well as eradicating corrup-
tion from the tax machinery.
Attention on only one of these
is not sufficient to improve its
revenue realisations. This has
great benrlnf on the govern-
ment's adoption as well as im-
plementation of administrative
policies in respect of tax collect-
ing mac .

Finally, collection of tax
revenues on the level as
well as the rate of growth of the
economy. Given a least tax-un-
friendly attitude of people and
the just basis of taxation, a
income level combined with
reasonably high or medium
rate of growth will generate
high volume of revenues while a
low-income level combined
with slow growth rate of the
economy generate low vol-
ume of revenues. Incidentally,
history is littered with exam-
ples and unjust taxes fu-
elling social upheavals and re-
sistances in various parts of the
world. The roots of the French
Revolution and the American
War of Independence lay in the

ples’ inability and unwill-
[:;lem to pay taxes. Similarly,
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Let the students debate it over
the air. BTV's need for search
for topical issues — there is long
pending list available.

Licence, license. no-licence,
licentious. Sort out the mean-
ings and act on L.. Jdefinitions.

Terrorisin, mastaans, and
the sober. Choose one, and re-
main so.

Impose anti-VAT levy for
non-productive performances
and public habits. Political
speeches to be charged by the
minute rate, the rate going up
after every 10 minutes for each
speaker. The earning may re-
duce loss through subsidies by
one third.

Police to issue weekly press
note announ the n of
political telephone calls re-
ceived interfering with the dis-
charge of official duties.

A Husnian
Dhaka.

Fuelling speculation
Sir, Now that the prices of
fuel including petrol have been
raised in India by as much as 20
per cent, how are we going to
check smuggling now? Also
what measures have been taken
by the authority to check and
control adulteration of local
petrol with kerosene oil and
other cheap substitutes, as we
read in the newspapers? Third,
a vested group continues to
hanker for devaluation of the
Taka to the 50 éaﬁa mark. What
Is going on, and how everythi
Wiﬁ be controlled? The reglmn:g
is unlucky, perhaps some voo-
doo is working (bhoot, petni,

jinn...). Call the mullas. Oh no, -

they are fundamentalists! There
we go againlOi! khalf?

An Onlooker
Dhaka

. Drainage system
in Uttara

Sir, At the southern end of
Road No. 6A, Sector 5, Uttara
Model Town, Dhaka, there is a
big mosque, As there is no drain
on this road, waste, dirty
household water flushed out
fromn houses accumulate aggra-
vating the situation on the
road. There is no outlet on this
road for waste and dirty house-
hold water to go out. Rain water
aggravates the situation beyond
description.

So the road remains, partic-
ularly during the rainy season,
under dirty water causing un-
told sufferings to the inhabi-
tants, especially the ones who

o to the mosque five times day.

eeping this point in view and
the sulferings of the inhabi-
tants, the pucca drain is a must
at the earliest.

So, we, the inhabitants re-
uest the Mayor of Dhaka City
orporation (DMC) to kindly

take steps to construct a pucca

drain across the road No. GA. |

Sector 5, Uttara.

Mir Nizamul Hug
President

Uttara Sector 5 Welfare
Association

Dhaka

the basis of all the litical
movements in East f;:kjllln
from 1948 to 1956 was the eco-
nomic deprivations inflicted by
withdrawals of income taxes,
customs duties and sales taxes,
unjust allocations of investible

resources (including fo ex-
changes largcclly earmed East
Pakistan), and the non-devalu-
ation decision of 1949 which
pauperised East Pakistan.
Revenue as Percentage of
GNP in Various
Countries

A small sample from the
high-, medium- and low-in-
come countries is presented
here only to indicate what pro-
portions of their national in-
comes are raised for govern-
ment expenditures. e per-
cen of current revenues of
GNP for the year 1993 are

a vast and fascinating subject
which can be understood only
in the bac of their so-
cio-political commitments,

past hi

one: to see if any systematic
ttern in revenue collections

different countries can be
found. Some observations on
this are in order. First of all,
from the above sampie one does
?t 2an any :]:fard and falt rule

what type munﬂ

by income levels) mmﬂt
what percen of its GNP as
tax revenues. In the h in-
come countries, US realises
only 19.7 per cent while the
European countries realise in

the r of 30-50 cents.
Netherlands, Belgium and
Denmark realise in range of

_

shown in parentheses adjacent
to the names of the countries.
H Income Countries:
Unit lehgdum (36.2), New
Zealand (34.2). United States
(19.7). (31.6), Sweden
(40.1) and Singapore (26.6),
Spain (31.4) and ( 40.7).
Upper Middle-Income
Countries: South Africa (28.3).

Malaysia (28.7), Greece (24.3).
Republic of Korea (18.9),
Venezuela (18.0), Brazil (26.6),
Chile (24.4) and Portugal (34.3).

Lower Middle-Income
Countries: Indonesia ( 19.4),
Philippines (17.1), Papua New
Guinea (25.4), El Salvador (9.7),
Tunisia (29.9), Thalland (18.3),
Turkey (18.7) and Islamic
Republic of Iran (18.3).

Low Income Countries :
Sierra Leone (15.8), Nepal (9.6),
Kenya (22.5). India (14.4),
Nicaragua (29 .8), Pakistan
(18.4), Sri Lanka (19.7) and

pt (38.7). Bangladesh re-

11.3 per cent in 1980.

(These data are taken from
The World Development r,
1995, Table-11, pp. 182-183).

These are only central gov-
ernments current revenue
shares of their respective GNPs,
cxcludin% their provincial or
district level revenues. Why
different countries realise very
different shares of their GNPs is

HOPE FOR VICTIMS OF CAN

42- 50 per cents of their GNPs.
One explanation for this differ-
ence may be that the US Federal
Government does not have as
much nudt:l welfare commit-
ments as the Eu gcwcrn*
ments have mﬂnmn since
the Second World War.

But Singapore a uni-

tary government in the high-
income group with all al

welfare and other usual com-
mitments has only 26.6 per
cent. Secondly, in all these and
other countries where socio-
economic commitments of gov-
ernments are high, revenue
realisations ave never
exceeded 50 per cent. This seems
to provide the upper limit.
Thirdly, in the upper middle-
income countries, the range of
realisations is between 18.9 in
Korean ublic and 34.3 in
Portugal. Malaysia, which Is a
beacon for B adesh in many
ways, has only 28 7 per cent.
Fourthly, among the lower
middle-income countries, the
r is between 9.7 per cent in
El Salvador to 29.9 in Tunisia
with 19.4 per cent in Indonesia
and 17-19 in countries like the
Philippines, Turkey, Iran and
Thailand which are countries
of common reference to
Bangladesh. Finally, in the
low-income countries the r

is between 9.6 per cent in Nepal
and 38.7 in Egypt with 18.4 in

rates, tax-payers will attempt to avoid and evade taxes by

Pakistan, 14.4 in India. 19.7 in
Sri Lanka and 31.8 in
Zimbabwe. Some of these poor
income countries have revenue

realisationis as much as those of

g income m;fmntriu like
Austria Germany. It
is therefore difficult to find a

systematic guiding rule for op-
timum revenue realisations

from the current tax-collecting

practices of various countries of

the world.

The State of Revenue
Collections in
Bangladesh

The total revenue collection
(both tax and non-tax revenues)
as a r cent of GDP in

was 10.5in 1991-92

which rose to 11.9 in 1995-96
and to 12.0 in 1996-97.
Although one cannot a re-
liable estimate for 1997-98, it is
possible to say that since the
expected growth rate of GDP is
about 6 per cent and the ex-
pected revenue collection rate is
14.6 per cent, this year's ratio is
expected to be much higher.
Even if it reaches 15-16 per
cent, it will still be in the range
of tax collections of the low-in-
come countries as shown above.
There is no doubt that there will
be the need for raising it to a
target of about Eﬂlj:crccntinthc
next few years to have sufficient
resources for speeding up the
country's rate of growth.
Another 4-5 per cent increase
should be sufficient. But the
mlcm seems to lie elsewhere.
questions should be raised

in this connection. First, is the
amount of tax revenue by
tax-payers coming to the gov-
ernment treasury or is there a
leakage? Is the revenue expen-
diture incurred by the govern-
ment serving the purpose that it
is supposed to serve or is there a
was The answer to the last
a_u has been discussed in

s column a number of times
by this writer showing how al-
most all the departments and
t,ti!c SOEs have become channels
ol wasting tax-payers' money.
The wastage is colossal. Cln:l:{u
un:nd billion US dollars can be
saved every year by drastic cuts.
In view of this cultgual wastage,
it Is unjust both morally and

politically to ask the poor tax-
payers to pay more to subsidise
some corrupt officials . This
question will be more hotly de-
bated as time goes by since the,
tax-payers will become more
conscious about their rights
and obligations. However, the
more ul thing now would be
to pay attention to the first
question, -
One immediate problem of
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collection should be taken up
first. In recent months, news-
paper reports showed that the
revenue collection in 1996-97
fell short of Tk 6b. There are
also reports that the target rev-
enue collection for July- st,
the first two months of the
1997-98 Financial Year, was Tk
21.21b but the collection has
been mﬂ¥ Tk 19.30b leaving a
deficit of Tk 1.91b which is
quite substantial. One also
learns that there are about 4000
court cases filed by the im-
porters against customs rates
on various goods including re-
conditioned cars. These items
are not being cleared from the
customs giving rise to conges-
tion at the port and other diffi-
culties. It looks like it will take
long time to settle these cases
through the courts. Will the tax
machinery be able to meet the
revenue targets with these diffi-
culties at hand? Unless the gov-
ernment can s the tax
collection agency, it may not be
able to reach the revenue target
in which case the entire expen-
diture programme will face a
severe setback.
Coming back to the main
uestion, the main problem is
the corru of the tax col-
lecting machinery. Tax-payers
are paying to the corrupt offi-
cials so as to reduce their lia-
bilities to the government and
in the process government rev-
ﬂl::nc riluact‘rii]uns are much less
t at they are supposed to
be. The beneficiaries are the
corrupt officials and a section
of the tax-payers. In this game,
the government is the loser and
the tax officials and the rich
tax-payers are the gainers. This
is particularly true of the in-
come tax payers and importers.
Now, if one looks at the coun-
try’'s pattern of income distribu-
tion, one finds that the top 20
per cent of income earners earn
:ﬁdpcf cent of national income
the bottom 40 per cent earn
about 18 per cent while the
middle 40 per cent earn about
38 per cent of the national in-
come. But the income tax re-
alised by the government is
only about 14 per cent of total
revenues while the major indi-
rect taxes like custom duties
and VAT together contribute
over 78 per cent. The incidence
of the latter falls heavily on the
lower income groups. This is
not only unjust but also makes
a mockery of the poverty alle-
viation and social justice pro-
ammes of the government.
nless this pattern of taxation
Poucy as well as the corrupt col-
ection machin and the
wastages through the di-
ture channels are radically
changed, attempts at inicreased
revenue collection will largely
distort both the development
and the income distribution
pattern of the society. This may
defeat the government's further
resource mobilisation efforts.

The Terry Fox Marathon

by Almas Zakiuddin

It is the only event of its kind, anywhere in the world. The Te
draw more than six hundred thousand participants. There will
the Third Terry Fox Run in Bangladesh next month. They all have

OU don't have to run. You

can walk, jog or even ride

your bike across the
course. The main aim is to take
part in the even — the only one
of its kind in the world.

And that is what an esti-
mated six-hundred thousand
people are going to be doing in
Canada today, as the 17th an-
nual Terry Fox Run gets under-
way in more than 4,600 sites
across the country.

Held every year since
September, 1981, the Run is
unique for many reasons. It is
the largest, single-day, fund-
raising even for cancer research
anywhere in the world, drawing
participants not only in
Canada. but also in far-flung
corners of the globe,

For instance, here in
Bangladesh, there have already
been two extremely successful
Runs. Together, the events have
raised (CaD) $83,000.00, from
which Taka 8 lakh has alread
been given to concern rescarcl'{
in this country.

"We selected four areas of re-
search into the causes of cancer
in Bangladesh, with particular
reference to the types of cancer
which are most common, and
which tend to find victims
among the less affluent mem-
bers of society.” explains
Professor S F Huq, President of
the Bangladesh Cancer Society.

The funds given so far by the
Terry Fox Run, B adesh, are
for four research fellowships of
Taka 2 lakh each. The research
area of each study will focus on
a selected aspect of cancer, such
as the prevalence of "smokeless
tobacco” use among
Bangladeshis and its relation-
ship with oral cancer, as well as
cancer of the uterine cervix,
which is the most common can-
Cér among women in
Bangladesh.

Each research study will fo-
cus on a select group of women
and men, and one study in par-
ticular, will provide nutritional
support to victims of cancer —
also from a less affluent socio-
economic background — who
suffer severely from the toxic
effects of radiotherapy.

"As important as the fund-
raising. the Terry Fox Run also
brings to all of us, and specially
to victims of cancer, a very spe-
cial message,” comments
Heather Shapter, co-chair of
the organising committee for
the Terry Fox Run, 1997, in

Bangladesh.
Heather, who organised

Terry For Runs in
Newfoundland before she came

to Bangladesh to work tor

’IIE:RAC'FEUEE:E:]E the key to the

erry Fox i is a message of

. selflessness and tenac-

ity — qualities which Fox

himself embodied in his short
but remarkable life.

Terry Fox was only 18 years
old when he was told that his
right leg would have to be ampu-
tated a the knee as a result
of bone cancer. It was while he
was in hospital that Terry be-
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gan to feel — not his own suffer-
but the pain and despair of
other cancer patients. The
young man was moved by the
anguish he saw around him
and, perhaps more signifi-
cantly, by the realisation that
unless someone found a cure for
;l_:jlctr. the suffering would not
Terry Fox made up his mind
to do something about what he
saw. Since funds for cancer re-
search were in short supply,
Terry Fox began his own cam-
! to raise funds.
ter

training for 15

‘months, and with an artificial

leg. Terry Fox began to run
across Canada, in a journey

Abbotsford, in

genera

a result of the Terry
Bangladesh was among
countries around

which soon came to be known
as the "Marathon of Hope".
T:r?r ran not only to raise
funds for cancer research, but
also to fight for a dream — a
dream which saw a world with-
out cancer.

He ran the equivalent of a
marathon ay, that is 42
ki or 26 miles, for 143 days. He
had to stop running in
September, 1 . when the can-
cer spread to his lungs. Te
Fox died in June, 1981, a mon
before his 23rd birthday, before
he could complete his physical

journey across the country.
Blilu.lt, ﬂfs was evident even dur-
s life, and became power-
:‘ﬁﬁy apparent when he died,
Terry
vain.

This y Canadian began
something which gave — and
still gives — thousands of people
hope. In February, 1981, just
four months before he died,
Terry saw one of his dreams
come true. He had promised to
raise a dollar from every
Canadian. At this time the
population of Canada was 24.1
million and the Terry Fox
‘Marathon of Hope” fund to-
talled $24.17 million.

In September 1981, soon af-
ter Terry died of cancer, the
First Terry Fox Run was organ-
ised in Canada. More than
300,000 participants raised
(CaD)$3.5 million for cancer re-
search by organising events at
760 locations across Canada.

"Since then, the Terry Fox
Run has ed in size and in
diversity,” explains David
Tickner, co-chair of the Te
Fox Run 1997 in Bangladesh. "t
has become a national event in
Canada, with more and more

articipants each year. In 1996,

r instance, there were approx-
imately 650,000 participants in
4 600 separate Runs across
Canada,” he says.

For David, a teacher from
British
Columbia, coming to Dhaka
with an project has brought
him closer to many things —
including the Terry Fox n,

0x's journey was not in

which he is happy to help or-
gnlu. He poirits out that the

n has become a very success-

ful event.

n 1995. there were over 260

Runs in 52 countries around the
world. While Canada has raised
as much as 87 million per year
in recent years, 1995 a
total of 8168 million had

ted for cancer research as
Fox Runs.
those

the world

Fox Run in Canada today is expected to
more Runs around the world, including
one aim: to find a cure for cancer

which helped generate these
funds.

“Two thousand volunteers
took part in Runs in Dhaka and
other cities of Bangladesh in
1995, and approximately a
thousand took part the year be-
fore. In only two years,
Bangladesh managed to raise
$83,000 for cancer research.”
co-chair Heather explains,
pointing out that the funds are
to be spent on cancer research

in B '
Heather also explains that

young people remain a special
part of the event.

“The idea is to encourage
school-children to understand
the me of Te Fox, as
well as to undertake -rais-
ing activities for cancer re-
search,” explains Ken
McCaffrey, head of the Aga
Khan School, who is on the or-

committee of the Terry
Fox Rurt, Bangladeah,

The organising committee is
in the of setting u? con-
tacts with approximately 35
schools and a range of d-
raising and awareness pro-

"The Aga Khan Sch had a
mini Meena Bazaar last week to

rasie funds for the Run. and
Scholastica School is launch-
ing a major awareness and
fund-raising campaign this
month. Other schools, suchas T
N T school are mounting simi-
lar s.” Ken adds.

"In the r:.mngelg m‘l:js we are
all goi to wor very
harg mr:g we hope members of
the community support us the
way they always have.” remarks
David.

Both he and Heather antici-

ate a very positive response
Prnm individuals, corporations
and the Bangladeshi commu-
nity in general for this 's
Run. They are confident, too,
that the event will have a
greater impact in terms of the
number o uf»artlcipanta as well
as in spre more awareness
of cancer and its cause.

"In the end, we must hermthl'

e e to remem t
:f: nr:lrrm('uu of the Run, the
core of the Trrg Fox vision is
to find a cure for cancer.” re-
marks Professor S F Huq.

Many people agree with him.
And because they do, the Terry
Fox vision remains alive today.
Thanks to the set by a

young Canadian, more and

more ple are willing to give
their time. their e and
their resources to win battle

against cancer both at home,
and in the rest of the world.



