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PM pays
tribute
to Teresa

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday paid tributes
to Mother Teresa placing
wreaths at the foot of the white
casket where the of the
Mother was rested at Netaji
Indoor Stadium at Calcutta, re-
port agencies.

' Hasina attended funeral of
the Nobel laureate Christian
Nun w a good number
of world taries. She flew to
Calcutta by a Biman flight in
the and went straight
to the Netaji Stadium.

Later, Hasina made a cour-
KR s i e

s wife at
the Rajbhaban.

The Prime Minister also
called on her Indian counter-

E:l I.LK. Gujral at the Rajbha-

Expressing her condo-
lences at the death of Mother
Teresa on behalf of her gov-

See Page 12 Col 3

Hasina for greater
unity among
regional countries

CALCUTTA, Sept 13: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
said that the countries in the
region should forge a greater
unity among themselves and
put in their efforts to amelio-
rate the conditions of their peo-

Tal to a
nalists at her Ta oicl
suite here this evening, the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
said. "We must put in our allout
dfum_fnr the welfare of our

ghﬂkh Hasina, who is here
to attend the funeral of Nobel
laureate Mother Teresa, called
for greater cooperation among
the countries to change
the lot of their people. "Why
should we not employ our entire
energies for the welfare of our
" she asked.
ked about the relations
between esh and India,
she said even our religion Islam

oup :]f {Inur-

taught us to maintain good rela-
tions with the bours, she
said. "We must to work in

close collaboration and in
y atmosphere for the
Squl?C:i4

Nar'l Edn Week

begins today

By Staff Correspondent
The National Education
Week '97 today.
The theme of this year's Edu-
cation Week is "Deve t of
science and technical educa-

tion."”

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued separate
messages on the occasion.

President in his message
emphasised on massive -

ton fur fctng chationn
of next millennium.

“The world is confronting
new challenges on the thresh-
old of 21st century and we have

to face the challenges.” the Pres-

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in her urged all
concerned to contribute their
mite towards implementation
of various government pro-

See Page 12 Col 1
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'‘Mother Teresa,
you are
immo '

CALCUTTA, Sept 13: In a
city of 12 million, so many
seemed to know Mother Teresa
personally, reports AP.

Lining her funeral route to-
day, mourners said they not

knew of Mother Teresa but
had met her, been inspired by
her, seen someone cured by her
touch.
"Mother Teresa blessed my
elder brother when he had
fractured his leg is a motor ac-
cident. That's what made him
well,” said David Simon, a
Hindu hospital employee, who
stood for two hours before
Mother Teresa's body was
brought out of St omas'
Church for the funeral proces-
sion.

The five-kilometer route
from the church to the indoor
stadium where the funeral was
held was less crowded than ex-
Eected. At major intersections,

owever, scores of pcu{:ltl:-ied
to break thrnuﬁh the boo
barriers to catch a last glimpse
of the woman who made her
home among Calcutta's poorest.

See Page 12 Col 4

Sixth round of CHT
talks begins today

The sixth round of talks be-
tween the National Committee
on Chittagong Hill Tracts
(NCCHT) and the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) will begin at a
state guest house. today in a
fresh bid for a permanent set-
tiement of the CHT problem.

A mili helicopter ¢ -
& -

1 thel!:CJ
hai
'%m
BAF Bashar from Duduk-

b

chhara in the early afternoon.
The PCJSS delegation arrived
at Dudukchhara yesterday.

The meeting has been
rescheduled from ber 7
because Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was on a visit to the
Philippines and Indonesia last
weel.

A two-member delegation of
the Refugee Welfare Associa-
tion, led by Upendra Lal Cha-
kma had an unscheduled
meeting with the Prime Minis-
ter at her office on Friday.

Details of the meeting were
not available. But sources said

CALCUTTA,
including world
Teresa on her final
drenched streets of C

agencies.

ourney

cutta today as India hel
state funeral for the "Saint of ther Gutters,” &

Sert 13: Almost a million mourners
eaders bade farewell to Mother

through the rain-
report

Millions more across the world watched the fu-
neral on televisions and paid tribute to her dedi-

utedwnrkwiththemr

Gurkha soldiers

burial at the end of a six
a Vatican-led mass in an

from world dignitaries,

three volleys to mark her
-hour funeral that included

indoor stadium, homages

and the simple tributes of

ordinary people the nun had served.
Four buglers sounded the last post to end the

state honours for the 'saint' who died of a heart at-

tack on September
with the wr

5 at the age of 87. In keepin
shes of her Missionaries of 1!.':11,11rit3¥‘r u:E

der, the soldiers remained outside Mother House,
the order's headquarters, as the private burial took

place

white coffin,

Earlier the wail of bagpipes and thump of muf-
fled drums today accompanied TaruaP
draped with the Indian flag

s simple
through

the streets of Calcutta, the nun's adopted I?mme and

resting place.

Thousands of children,

Christians and Sikhs

Monsoon rains which

part of the funeral drenched the

lined the
route. They threw flowers and held up

tographs, cut-out newspa

Hindus, Muslims, Jains,
funeral cortege
pho-

per Ficture: and bouquets.

held off for the first
crowds waiting

outside the indoor stadium, but failed to drive them

off the streets for the last

the Mother House.

rain-soaked voyage to

See Page 12 Col 1
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Millions bid farewell

e B e A -"r"'.l'.

Teresa's body being carried by Honour Guard to the

e

gun carnage at E srt -

the procession for state funeral at Netaji Indoor Stadium in Calcutta yesterday.

— AFP/UNB photo
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By Special Correspondent

that they are hopeful about a
breakthrough in the tomor-
:gg{';ﬂtalku whiﬂ; they de-
as crucial for ce in

e tribal refugees sta
in cam in Tripura, lngigﬁ
since 1986, declined to return
ite two visits by members
of NCCHT. the last one tak-
place leaders

year, providing the same
amount of ration even to those
who had returned in 1994 and
early this year, resettiement of
the returnees under the aegis of
the UNHCR and the ICRC, rein-
statement in jobs, rai the
limit for government to
5.

€ return of the refugees
depends on the outcome of the
current series of negotiations
between the NCCHT led by Abul
Hasnat Abdullah, Chief Whip of
the Jatiya Sangsad and rhe

PCJSS.

Earlier the meeting between
the two sides ended in Dhaka on
July 19 after five days of talks,
during which both sides ex-
changed drafts of a p
agreement to resolve the prob-
lems in the CHT.

The PCJSS wants removal of
Bengali settlers from the CHT,
withdrawal of security forces,

constitutional guarantee for the

' couneil’ for the three

hil dis}ﬂc:;: They want wide
powers for region
to levy taxes and run local gov-
:rng-mtaﬁ and institutions.
ut the NCCHT reported]

agreed on a maximum level n]ir'
autonomy for the ‘regional
council’, short of constitutional
guarantees, which it explained,
was not ;

But the PCJSS leadership is
under pressure from militants
in its student and other front

organisations. Recently rene-
gnge. of PCJSS form

a rival
group and increased pressure

PTe pane o s H 35k an s 47 i dhai

al council’ |

See Page 12 Col 6

Support to
AL govt
withdrawn:
Ershad

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad yesterday announced
the withdrawal of his Ea:rty‘s
support to the Awami League
government, reports UNB.

"l withdraw the support of
Jatiya Party to the Awami
Lca‘fu: overnment,” Ershad
said addressing a number of

ublic meetings in northern
gra district, said a party
press release.

The former President yes-
terday addressed several meet-
ings and wayside gatherings in

and

The Jatlya Party, having 30
MPs elec in last election ex-
tended support to the AL in-
forming government. In ex-
change, it shared 3 women seats
and a cabinet post.

JP Secretary General Anwar
Hossain Manju is the Commu-
nications Minister of the

overnment of Prime Minister
heikh Hasina.

Party chief Ershad had ear-
lier asked Manju to quit the
Cabinet and devote to his or-
ganisational works full time.

However, Awami League
which now has a total of 178

See Page 12 Col 1

Many Kkillers are there
in JS: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Jatj{‘a Sangsad Begum Khaleda
Zia has said 'many killers' are
sitting in parliament, but she
did not name any of them.

She was responding to
queries during her '‘'meet the
press’ programme at a city hotel
yesterday evening.

To a question on her re-
ported meeting with the killers
of Bangabandhu during her re-
cent visit to Pakistan, the BNP
chief said, "One doesn't need to

somewhere to meet some one.

c're sitting with so many

killers you're speaking about in
Appent.”

owever, the BNPF chiel

avoided a direct reply to a sup-
plementary question if she
meant the killers of Banga-
bandhu are sitting in the House.
"Many killers are there."
Begum Zia also termed the
Eress report on her meetin
angabandhu’'s killers in Pa-

| kistan as ‘untrue’, ‘totally false’,

‘misleading’ and ‘'motivated'.
“There is nothing to hide
about my Pakistan visit and
you came to know (through the
media) all about my trip there,"
she said.
The
sharply
Minister's

Opposition leader
denied the Prime
recent accusation

that BNP was taking revenge on
the people for their verdict in
the last general elections by ob-
structing the government's de-
velopment efforts.

"BNP never acted against the
process of national develop-
ment. Its the party which re-
stored democracy and ensured
development in the country.

See Page 12 Col 7
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Part of the Usmany Uddyan ‘occupied’' by a group of people for building a hawkers ket.
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— Star photo

In the name of hawkers'
rehabilitation ...

Star Report

Some people, reportedly
with the blessings of a political
party, have seized the wooded
corner of the Osmany Uddyan,
the last remaining open space
between old and new Dhaka, to
BI:‘IE!.:.IP a ';;jwk:r: market.’

ven ce ignored the well-
dressed youths ﬁ others, who
did not appear to be rootless
hawkers, the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) wanted to
rehabilitate at the south-east
corner of the sprawling park
beside the Secretariat.

“Yes, they have encroached
upon far more land than what
has been decided to be allocated
for their rehabilitation.,” a
source in the Dhaka City
Eu éltmln (DCC) told The

tar last night.

1{:': DCC had prepared a list
of the people to be allocated
spaces on the south-eastern

corner of the k. But before
taking a final decision these
people were the go-ahead

on ‘political’ consideration,

sources said.

They took the opportunity of
the weekend to lay their claims
on the park. spreading poly-
thene sheets and marking their
respective slots with bamboo
spikes and ropes on Thursday,

Their earmarked places were
there yesterday, waiting for
construction to n today.

A highly- laced official of
the DCC said that about four
months ago the DCC had desig-
nated six sites in the city, in-
cluding the south-eastern cor-
ner of the Osmany Uddyan, to
rehabilitate the hawkers it
wanted to be out of city pave-
ments.

The other sites are
Muk . a park beside the
GPO, which is currently occu-
pled by rent-a-car operators,
the space in front of the Ideal
School and College and the T &
T College in Motijheel,
Jatrabari outfall behind the
Demra thana and the pave-

See Page 12 Col 6

"Unless the nurses of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BMU) call off their
strike, | refuse to sit with their
leaders for talks,” Salauddin
Yusuf, Health and Family Wel-
fare Minister said y:ﬂcrtia :

While talking to The Daily
Star the minister said, "I had
asked for time up to September
30 during meetings with their
representatives earlier to look
into the matter but they ignored
my call and called a strike. He
termed the strike illogical.

"If the nt decides to
ahead, it will take some time
ore placing the bill in par-

liament. | feel a political influ-
ence is working behind their
movement. Majority of the
nurses are opposing the idea of
continuing strike but a section
of their colleagues is obstruct-

No talks unless nurses call
off strike: Health Minister

By Naimql Haq

ing them from joining.

"It is too early to call the
strike. They should call off the
strike at least for the sake of the
patients After all. it is a hospi-
tal. It will not bring anything

ood if they keep the patients

; ‘l'}w.;hshnuld realise the
sufferings. The negative' atti-
tude of nurses will bring no
solution at all,” he said.

The minister further said,
"Discussions can decide about
turning the BMU into an au-
tonomous body. The floor is
aﬂcn. If they (nurses) desire they
should avail the opportunity
for discussions i??:nl the
situation at the hospital be-
comes normal.”

A leader of the Bangladesh
Diglnmn Nurses Association
(BDNA) when contacted said,
“The decision to turn BMU into

an autonomous body will affect
us in many ways. We will be de-
of llli ment facili-

. Once s an independent
institution, the channel of
communication will totally
change. They will have the
power to fire or punish us in
whatever way they set the
rules.”

Describing the decision as
"destructive”, Taslima Begum,
BDNA’'s International airs
Secretary, said, "We shall con-
tinue the strike until the au-
thorities withdraw the deci-
sion.”

She suspected that a section
doctors belonging to
ﬂldﬂh Medical Associa-

ad a hand in the decision.
autonomous BMU will
greatly benefit the doctors

of

Ban
tion
"An

See Page 12 Col 7

India SAFF | Govt to import 50000
tonnes DAP fertiliser

By Reaz Ahmad

SOCCEer

champions

From Al-Amin

KATHMANDU, Sept 13:
Favourites India clinched the
title of the first South Asian
Football Federation (SAFF)
Championship with a comfort-
able 5-1 victory over high-fly-
ing Maldives at the Dasarath
Stadium here this afternoon.

In a one-sided affair. ace
siriker IM Vijayan struck twice
while Baichung Bhutia, Joe
Paul Anchery and Amit Das
added one each. On the other
hand, Adam Abdullah pulled
one back for the islanders not
before India took an unassail
able 3-0 lead.

India took the Ilucrative
100,000 dollars purse as cham-
gg:ml while Maldives received

000 dollars.

Earlier, Pakistan won the
third spot in the six-nation
tourney defeating Sri Lanka by

See Page 12 Col 2

The government plans to
import diammonium phos-
hate (DAP) for use as fertiliser
or the first time in the country.
An international tender has
been floated to import 50,000
metric tons of DAP, official

sources said,
Sources in the culture
Minis told The Daily Star

that DAP has at least three plus

points. It has potential to re-
place TSP I.’tri?c super phos-
phate) gradually, its use will

supplement urea and save the
peasants from being cheated
with smu SSP |( e su
phosphate) fertiliser from In-
dia, they said.

Besides phosphorous. DAP
also contains ::Jnr cent urea.
Due to increa demands for
urea and its production short-
fall in six urea plants in the
country, government had to

a huge amount of subsi
on the item in the last fiscal.
There may be a shortfall of
three to four lakh tonnes of
urea in tl;:k;:urn:nl financial
year, they .

The country's lone TSP plant
in Chittagong can meet only 15
per cent of the demand. A few
‘Iv:lrl back, government's ef-
orts to em;lnuruge TSP import
the
ause t

through rivate sector
failed ¢ high-priced

e e Ao
e with the -su
produccclf TJP.

/i Imy: to The Daily Star,
Food and Agriculture Minister
Begum Motia Chowdhury said
that the t would not

ve su in marketing DAP.
he hoped that private sector
im rs would go for import
of from next year if its im-

See Page 12 Col 8
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By Staff Correspondent

The Foreign Ministry has
directed all its officials and

1 missions abroad to refrain

from using e-mail facilities for
transmission of classified and
top secret information as there
is apprehension that the elec-
tronic mail of Bangladesh is be-
ing intercepted. '

Confidential t:é]?r secret mes-
sages transmit om a-
desh missions abroad thmBanﬁ!gh
e-mail has "spread out” in many
host countries due to possible
interception, according to com-
plaints received from Ban-
gladesn missions.

A circular sent out by the
Foreign Ministry to all its e-
mail users dated September 7
issued an instruction to stop
electronic mail facility. The
circular has also mentioned the
due to the interception of e-mail
messages, the image of the
country could be affected.

The Foreign Ministry circu-
lar did not mention who is re-
sponsible for intercepting the
classified Bangladesh govern-
ment information transmitted
through e-mail.

It was learnt that e-mail fa-
cilities are being used by senior
officials of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs for the last few
months,

Earlier. a Foreign Ministry
circular requested officials to
use e-mail facilities to save
costs, it was learnt.

A senior official of the min-
istry, when contacted, said that
it was normal practice to send
"sensitive” information thro-
ugh cyphercades.

3 young men
found dead in
“ Feni in 24 hrs

FENI, Sept 13: Three young
men were found dead here
within a span of twenty-four
hours in Sadar and Chhagal-
naiya thanas, reports UNB.

Police recovered the body of
an unidentified young man

from Muhriganj under Chha-
galnaiya thana early today.

Earlier on Friday morning,
Belal Ahmed, 26, was left dead
at the Sadar hospital outdoor
by some assailants. Hospital
sources said the victim was poi-
soned to death.

The same day. police recov-
ered the body of Imam Uddin,
18, from the staff quarter of
Eastern Rice Mills, located in
the local industrial area.

Motives behind the incidents
could not be known. Separate
cases were filed.

BCL leader shot

dead 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

A BCL leader was killed in
the cjt{ lyesterday.

Mukilesur Rahman alias
Babu, 30, president of Canton-
ment thana unit of Chhatra
Lcaﬁ'ur. was gunned down by an
unidentified gang near a slum
at South Kafrul at about 3 pm.

Police said Babu sustained
fatal wounds in his head when
the gang of about five armed
men shot him following a
previous enmity. He succum
on the way to the DMCH at
about 4:30 pm.

A resident of Ibrahimpur,
Babu, who was accused in four
criminal cases, was attacked
following a conflict related to
gaining control over the local-
ity, 'l%) ce sources said.

e body was sent to the
DMCH morgue for autopsy.
None was arrested in this regard
till last night.

Over 100 shanties
gutted 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Sept 13: Chit-
tagong City Corporation (CCC])
today evicted some 500 slum
dwellers from the city's

abad area for set up a
children's park, report agencies.

Witnesses said about 14 peo-
ple, including two policemen,
were injured in skirmishes and
a fire broke out du the evic-
tion of Jamboree Field Slum.

More than one hundred
shanties were also gutted when
rival group set fire to the slum.

Six fire units with three

umps exiinguished the fire in

f an hour, police said.

Police said some an in-
mates of the slum set it ablaze
while trying to resist their evic-
tion. But, sium dwellers blamed
the police for the fire aimed to
force them to leave.

Four platoons of police led
by a strate were engaged in
the CCC-initiated four-hour op-
eration for clearing the slum
that at 9 am.

Authorities said despite re-
peated notices the occupants did
not vacate the area selected for
a . The CCC had leased the
site to a private company for

developing the park.



