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Results of 6686
RB examinees
withheld

From M A Ali

RAJSHAHI, Sept 11: The Ra-
jshahi Education Board has
withheld the results of 6,686
HSC examinees for alleged ir-
regularities, sources in the
board said.

The Board published the re-
sults of the 1997 HSC examina-
tion today amid tension amo
the students, teachers an
guardians.

Tiﬁht security was main-

' around the Board today.
The student's sations
continued their agitation de-

I:I:Inndlnﬁ publication of the re-
sults of the 6,686 examinees.

When tacted, the con-
troller of Board M Mozam-
mel Hague told The Star
that the is yet to decide on

lication of the results of the

686 examinees.

When asked about the senior
Assistant court's order to
publish of the retained

-examinees within 30 days,
Haque said, "We did not receive

the court's order yet.”
. The 11 mﬁ-ﬂuﬂd Co-
mmittee will meet next Monday

decide the fate of the 6,686

i

Pass percentage
increases by
12 this year

Star Report
The of in the
H rw&mmm-y gr”tmcate
(HSC) examinations under the
Eﬂe education boards this year

that in the previous year.
' The fesults of examinations
utider < the Fhlkl, C?jmﬁl;a.
_ €ssofe an -
shahi & s. announced yes-

at the per-

o7 0 bhle Bt i O e

w8 25 per cent.

!et Board has the
increase in the pass
this year, compared
the ous year's. This
. 39.20 per cent candidates
out successful under the
compared to 23.47 per
last year. The increase is
) cent.

¢ Board. the per-
of pass s 32.59 this

See, Page 12°Cote

male students

capture top 3

- positions in
Ctg Board

" Female candidates have cap-
tured all three top positions in
combined merit lists of three
roupc in this year's HSC exam-
nations under Chittagong
Board, reports UNB.
In all, 19 female students
fnu 10 male were placed in
‘t mﬂt list of C%mm:rce
A girls against 9 boys in
umanities and 5 girls
mﬂ 17 boys in the Science
in this board.
Besides, a considerable

number of female candidates

done well particularly in
Humanities and Cemmerce
. SBixteen girls were
placed in Humanities merit list,
13 in Commerce and 8 in
Science. .

was u_Iuttl‘.' better than that of
male. girls secured only 11
tions in Humanities and
groups against 34

male students.
Six female students posi-
tions in Humanities five

Commerce groups merit list.
See Page 12 Col 4
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Results of five edn boards published

The results of the Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC) ex-
aminations held under the five
education boards — Dhaka,
Erl;}ttagnn . Comilla. Jessore

ay.

A total of 6.50,316 candi-
dates aﬁpea.n:d in the examina-
tions this year and 2,42, 960
came out successful, the per-
centage of pass being 37. The
examinations under the five
boards were held with the same
set of question papers.

The board-wise pass per-
centages are : Dhaka 35.78,
Chittagong 46.79, Comilla
38.80, Jessore 32.59 and Ra-
jshahi 39.20.

— were announced

By Staff Cﬂrréspondent

Under the Dhaka Board,
2,18,905 students appeared in
the examinations, of whom
78,352 passed. The percentage
of pass is 35.79. Among the suc-
cessful candidates 19.696 got
first division, 50,375 second di-
vision and 8,281 third division.
Of those who passed. 35.80 per
cent are male and 35.78 per cent
are female students,

The top three positions in
the combined merit list of Sci-
ence, Agri Science and Home
Economics group were secured
}}}r candidates from Dhaka Col-
ege.
Mohammad Shafiul Alam of
Dhaka College stood first in the
merit list of the group, securing

Average pass percentage
in HSC exams 37

negotiation process

Health Minister Salauddin
Yusuf yesterday termed the
nurses’ strike at IPGMR "illogi-
cal” and the h of
vested quarters behind it. re-
ports UNB.

He called upon the striking
nurses to join their duties im-
mediately and assured them of
sol eir problems, if any,

discussion.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Diploma Nurses Association
yesterday announced an action
pruﬁrammc, including 24 and
48-hour strike in hospitals
across the country, to for
their seven-point demand.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Health Ministry,
Salauddin Yusuf said the gov-

ermnment is determined tﬂm

i i
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Vested quarters involved: Mini_::;_ter

Nurses call strike
in hospitals
across country

The Health Minister said
the government in principle
had agreed to convert the
IPGMR into a medical univer-
sity and named it "Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
Unhu:rsi}?'." but this, in no way,
would a the service of the
nurses.

He said it would take some
more time to convert the PG
into a university and the nurses
and all other employees work-
ing there would have option to
choose whether they would join
an autonomous body or con-
tinue their ment job.

The minister regretted that
the nurses continued their
strike even after he had given
them a written assurance.

Replying to a question, the

\

Nurses and

Fo .- lﬂﬂl“: ﬂ rl_

943 marks. Faisal Ibne Rezwan
and Nabil Imran Siddiquee of
the same college got the second
and third positions with 941
and 939 marks respectively.

In the combined merit list of
Humanities, Islamic Studies
and Music %{nu . Sabrina M
Shaila of the ];tjﬂcs Public
School and College stood first.
scoring 883 marks. She was fol-
lowed by Mosammat Nelema
Akter of Vigarunnissa Noon
College with 864 marks. The
third position went to Badal
Chandra Baroi of DK Savyed
Athar Ali Academy and College.
He scored 862 marks.

Anisur Rahman Faroque of

See Page 12 Col 1

Saddest moment
for Noushad's
parents

COMILLA, Sept 11: It was a
poignant moment for Nou-
shad's parents when they recei-
ved the brilliant result of their
son who is no more in the
world, reports UNB.

Muhammad Noushad Bin
Asheque secured first position
in the combined merit list of
Humanities group in this year's
HSC examination under Co-
milla Board. :

But Noushad could not relish
the glory of his extraordinary
Bﬁrfnrmanc:. Son of Hajiganj

ot High School Headmaster
M Asheq Ali. Noushad died of
jaundice a month after HSC ex-
amination was completed.

An examinee from Hajiganij
Model College in Chandpur dis-
trict, Noushad scored 883
marks with distinction in four
subjects, bringing the low-pro-
file institution in limelight.

Instead of celebrating his
success, teachers and students
of the college are now dumb-
founded after receiving the re-
sult of Nowshad.

He obtained Jetter marks in

Btnt.iltﬁi.“hw

L]

other employees of PG Hospital in the city demonstrating at the hospital

Petro a and UNOCAL
yesterday initialled a produc-
tion contract ( for

the development of the Shah-
bazpur Gas Field in Bhola, re-
ports BSS.

The initialling ceremony
was attended. others, by
the Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources, Muhammad
Noor Uddin Khan, the visiting
US Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asian Affairs, Karl F
Inderfurth, Foreign Secretary
Farooq Sobhan, Secretary,
Ministry of and Mineral
Resources Dr Tawfig-e-Elahi
Chwdhm{.. US Ambassador to

Bnnth John C Holzman
and officials concerned.

This is the first in the
inte-

Shahbazpur Gasfield

grated project which will in-
volve construction of power
plants at Bhola and Barisal
with a combined power produc-
tion capacity of 400 mw and
construction of pipeline from
the gas field to Bhola, Barisal
and other possible markets.

The development of the
Shahbazpur Gas Field will in-
volve an estimated investment
of 100 million US dollars.

The development of the en-
tire western region integrated
project (WRIP) will involve a to-
tal expenditure of about 700
million us dollars within the
next two ;

The remaining agreements
required for this integrated pro-
ject are currently under various

See Page 12 Col 7

| _p‘mmlm yesterday. — Star phfp
PSC initialled to develop | Accords to set
up two barge

mounted power
plants signed

The energy ministry has
signed two agreements with
foreign companiés for set
uf} two Bar#; Mounted Power
Plants (BMPPs) in the private
sector, re UNB.

The implementation accords
involving Tk 900 crore were
signed yesterday with Smith
Congeneration International,
USA, and Hong Kong-based
Wartsila Power Development
(Asia) Limited for set up the

wer plants at Khuina and

anT{:'lmr near Dhaka.
e power plants, each with
a capacity of approxtimately 100
Megawatt, will be commissio-
within 10 months from the
See Page 12 Col 6

TOKYO, Sept 11: Prime Min-
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto was
formally re-elected as president
of the ruling gartjr today and
chose a new Cabinet that did
not appear to signal any major
shifts in the policies of his
iupnlitinn government, reports

However, his new foreign
minister could irritate some of
Japan's neighbours, and his ap-
pointment of an ex-convict to
another Cabinet post could
cause friction in the coalition

Hashimoto won a second

two-year term as leader of the

Liberal Democratic Party dur-
ing a plenary session of its
lawmakers

His endorsement was a mere
formality as Hashimoto was
the only candidate But it was
the first time in the LDP's 42-

year history that the party pres-
ident has been elected unop-

posed

Hashimoto can now stay on
as prime minister until the next
general election. which need
not be held for another twao
years

Hashimoto unveiled his new
Cabinet by introducing them on

Hashimoto reshuffles cabinet |

national television, and his
choices in most of the major
positions had been widely re-
ported earlier

Hiroshi Mitsuzuka, a nine-
term LDP veteran. retained his
post as finance minister. Mit-
suzuka has received high marks
for allaying fears during recent
turbulence in Japanese finan-
cial markets.

Keizo Obuchi, the leader of
the LDP's largest faction, re-
placed Yukihiko Ikeda as for-
eign minister Obuchi is widel
viewed as a party hawk, notably

See Page 12 Col 5
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n aged between four and eight wh

%9 ,ﬁﬁ . T e ..
o appeared in a New

Delhi court yesterday. Police claim they entered India without passports and were
apprehended as they were being taken to Saudi Arabia, apparently to be used as jockeys in

desert camel racing.

— AFP/UNB photo

Kibria tells The Daily Star

Economy not in crisis, it's all

Opposition's 'scare tactic'

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria has dismissed opposi-
tion criticism that the economy
is in deep crisis and that the
government has failed to man-
age it, calling it all a "scare tac-
tic”.

In an exclusive interview
with The Daily Star Wednesday,
he gave macro data for different
sectors to say "the macro-eco-
nomic situation of the country
is sound and the prospects are

£

uch, however, will depend
on tical stability, he said.

our paper has gone out on
to the streets and shops, and
asked questions. [ will go by the
indicators, and that is what one
must go by to find out the state
of the economy,” he be his
carefully-articulated defence,

backed statistics, poured in
Wﬁ# nt government
i *he ¢ nfirvs-

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

Shah AMS Kibria

ter to prepare for the interview.

The minister was referring
to a Daily Star portrayal last
week of a slumping economy.
He, however, admitted that "at
any given {(ime an economy
A ave didie

il S— - = -

Khaleda’s passport
applications bear
different dates of

birth: Sayeed

By Staff Correspondent

The date of birth mentioned
by Begum Khaleda Zia in her
two separate passport applica-
tions are contradictory, said
State Minister for Information
Abu Sa yesterday.

While exchanging views
with newsmen at a city hotel.
the state minister quoted two
gaupnrt applications of the

NP chai son — one in 1978
and the other in 1986 He said,
in the '78 application, Begum
Zia (then Mrs Khaleda Rahman)
had mentioned September,
1946 as the month of her birth
and did not mention the exact
daysf tmpplmmf

e applied for a passport
again in 1986 and mentioned
her date of birth as August 15,
1946, Sayeed said.

Copies of the two applica-
tions for passport were made
available to The Daily Star.

The state minister said both
the times she was issued with
passports — one on April 1,
197 and the other on

See Page 12 Col 7

SAFF football
India-Maldives

final Saturday

From Al-Amin

KATHMANDU, Sept 11;
Favourites India moved into
the final of the first SAFF
Championship with a comfort-
able 2-0 semifinal victory over
arch-rivals Pakistan at the
Dasarath Stadium here today.

In a nerve-wracki affair,
veteran striker IM Vijayan
struck both the goals for the
Indians.

The tall South Indian booter

t his side ahead with a bril-

ant header, from an Carlton
Chapman pass in the 42nd
minute a then sealed the
Pakistanis' fate with a grounder
from an Amit Das pass in the
76th minute.

See Page 12 Col 3

Lunar eclipse
Sept 16 -

By Staff Correspondent

There will be a full lunar
ecli on September 16.
is will be the last one to be
seen fully from all areas of the
country in this century. as-
tronomers said.
Bangladesh Astronomical
Association will arrange an ob-

lenrnlu;r camp at the play-
und of BUET, says a press re-
ease.

Meanwhile, '‘Meghnad

Shaha Mohakash Tatyakendra
O Granthagar' yesterday gave
full time-table of the lunar
eclipse. The eclipse will start at
17 minutes past midnight and
end at 1:18 am,

i problems”. -

The finance minister's first
point during his 105-minute in-
terview was to highlight the
government’'s success in con-
taining the budget deficit.

"One clear indication of how
the macro economic situation
is today is the overall budget
deficit as a proportion of GDP,"
he said.

In 1991-92, it was 5.9 per
cent: in 1992-93 it continued to
be 5.9 per cent; in 1993-94, it
was six per cent. in 1994-95, it
jumped to 6.8 per cent. The
deficit came down in 1995-96 to
2.7 per cent. In 96-97, the first
full year of the Awami League

overnment, it was brought
own to 5.1 per cent, he said.

Exports were up. and the
government borrowing has
gone down, he said, going
through graphs. (See figures on
Business ).

See Fage 12.Col B
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Private TV channels to be
allowed to operate soon

By Staff Correspondent

Private television channels
will be allowed to operate in the
country very soon after com-
pletion of legal and other for-
malities next week.

This was disclosed by
Minister of State for Infor-
mation Abu Sayeed yesterda
while exchanging views wﬂﬂ
newsmen at a city hotel.

As many as 22 applications

have been received for openin
up private TV channels, he said.

The state minister also
talked about government plans
for opening a media centre, dis-
investment of the 'Dainik
Bangla', autonomy to the state-
run electronic media and in-
creasing the rate of government
advertisements.

See Page 12 Col 7
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By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh and the United
States reaffirmed their com-
mitment to strengthen further
the existing friendly bilateral
relations between the two coun-
tries.

At the official talks yester-
day, the two sides also pledged
to expand economic and com-
mercial ties. :

Emerging from the talks,
visiting US Assistant Secretary

| of State for South Asian Affairs

Karl F Inderfurth told newsmen
that he had fruitful talks and
the outcome reflected "a grow-
ing economic dimension of co-
operation between the two
countries.”

See Page 12 Col 6

Govt extending
’empty’ threats to

BNP: Mannan

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan, MP, yes-
terday accused the Awami Lea-

€ government of attemp to
'lorce’ his party into submissi-
on with 'empty threats after
failing to run the country due to
its inefficiency.

"They failed to stop our for-
ward march by killing and ha-
rassing our leaders and work-
ers and spreading falsehood
against us. Rather, such the
heinous practices helped BNP to
grow larger and become more
popular.” he told a gathering of
the Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal
workers of Adaghjee Jute Mills
at the party central office in the
city.

Referring to the Prime Min-
ister's comment on the BNP on
Wednesday, Mannan Bhuiyan
said, "Co to power through
a rigged election, the present
government is now heading to-
wards its downfall."

The PM blamed the main
opposition party for taking re-
venge on the pﬂﬁ‘;]& for reject-
ing the BNP in the last general

| elections and warned of le

2 escape from
Gulshan

police custody
By Staff Correspondent

Two yo men, who were on
remand at Gulshan thana, es-
caped from the police station
after assaulting a constable yes-
terday morning.

One of them, Nobinur Rah-
man, 25, was re-arrested near
the Gulshan crossing but the
other, Shahidul Islam alias
Roni, 27, was still at large, po-

See Page 12 Col 5
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