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B
Widening the Lanes and

HAKA is famous for its
numerous ues and
narrow lanes. | cannot
ﬁtw any figures, but | believe it
as more narrow lanes than

And some lanes are so

III.ITE‘-’ that mx;“: u!;l;kahaw
can hardly pass t them.
The lrcup‘umd by such
narrow lanes are very densely
populated. Surprisingly, it is
not uncommon to see a large

number of multistoried
buildings in these areas al-
though as existing rules,

multist building Are D
:upﬁed to appro m
pakkha (RAJUK) unless they
are accessible by roads with a
width of at least 20 feet. The

le livi in these areas
m s:ﬁcr from much in-
convenience. are deprived
of many facilities like modern

transport, drainage, garbage
mﬂaﬁpfma, I:tl:.i}l.l‘:'ilil'lg e

s are not

a Improvement Trust
. Although a Master Plan
t of the city
before our
in 1971, most ar-
eas in Dhaka, except for a few
and planned ones, devel-
without any control by
RAJUK and without any refer-
ence to the so-called Master
Plan. As a result, these un-
planned areas, where the vast
ty of the city population
live, have virtually ome
"slums” as far as modern roads
and other municipal services
are concerned.
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by Dr Engr Abdul Matin

A couple of years ago, a narrow lane in Zigatola, called Moneshwar Road, was
widened without any assistance from RAJUK and without payment of a penny
Jor acquisition of land! It was done through voluntary donation
of land and/or funds by the local residents.

Recently, we were delighted
to see a news item in The Daily
Star (July 12, 1997) on a plan
RAJUK to widen over 1
lanes and by-lanes in Dhaka at
a cost of Taka 500 crore. RAJUK
will first take up a few lanes
m{: -the itjtr.r:t will ;nd e
res pro com-
pleted a to these mod-
els. If the proposal is approved

Wil BeCoRpieted in oPrelss

First of all, we must give credit
to RAJUK for taking up this
roject now, altho we be-
ieve that they should have
done so long ago. I do not know
how many of us, g.rﬂcularly
those in our late 50's or 60's,
will live long enough to see the
project completed after 40
years! If the long time taken for
the construction of roads in
huﬂtr-:cr areas of the is con-
sidered, particularly where ac-
quisition of private land is in-
volved, the reason for the long
period for completion of the
roject is easily understood.
ving read that news item and
a subsequent editorial in The
Daily Star (July 13, 1997) on
this subject, | would now like to
ask a very simple question:
Can't this project be completed
in less than ears and at a
much lower cos
To find an answer to this dif-
ficult question, we don't have to
go too far. A couple of years ago,
a narrow lane in Zigatola,
called Moneshwar Road, was
widened without any assistance
from RAJUK and without pay-
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BCIDO contradicts Permission to shift

news item
By Staff Correspondent

M A Muttalib, Convenor of
the B adesh Customs Inte-
lligence Directorate Officers'
Association (BCIDO) Tuesday
said that the customs in-
telligence officers, under order
of transfer from Dhaka and its
adjoining areas after serving
seven or more years in their
posts, are moving out under
normal circumstances.

Protes a news on behalf
of the BC in this pub-
lished in The Daily Star on

Monday he said Tuesday that
these officials were doing their
job efficiently and kept on their
posts by the authority in the
interest of the directorate. The
allegations of corruption
against them is not applicable
as it had never been established
or . Muttalib added.
e further said that the di-
rectorate of customs intelli-
ce is not involved in collec-
n of revenue. Therefore the
er:i:ﬁlv:ment of its officials
c spltion in du-
ties in usion mfha };:il?g un-
scrupulous businesspersons
The directorate has 83 offi-
cials t the country,
most of them are based in
Dhaka, who collects intelli-
gence on smuggling and tax
evasions and takes action
through the law enforcing
es. Apart from it during
the past five s the direc-
torate succeeded in seizure of
about Tk 60 crore worth of
goods and tax frauds and mis-
use of imported raw materials
for the garment industry. The
officials who are under transfer
Paﬂuubecn more or ]E“ involved
n s operations, discharging
their duties successfully, Mr
Muttalib added.

UNDP official

calls on Alamgir

The Resident Representative
of UNDP in Dhaka, David E
Lockwood, called on State
Minister for Planning, Civil
Aviation and Tourism Dr
Muhiuddin Khan Alamgir at
the latter's office yesterday, re-

ports UNB

DCC'’s public health

lab issued

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka City Cerporation
authorities on Monday for-
mally issued rmission to
shift its public health labora-
tory to the environment build-

The laboratory— only au-
thorised centre for testing the
quality of food in the city — has
not been functioning for nearly
five months.

Sources at the DCC's hélth
de t said the ninth floor
of Nagar Bhaban was va-
cated to accommodate the envi-
ronment building.

"Now the section
must act fast to us start our
business at the new ses,”
said a health official explain-
ing that some adjustment work
had to be done to install the
laboratory at the new premises
near Banga Bazar.

"At present we won't be able
to install all the heavy equip-
ment there but the laboratory
will start functioning from the
:ggir first day we move in,” he

DCC's acting chief engineer,
Shafiul Islam said the process
of shifting had started
and it would be completed
‘within a very short time’.

"Russia to buy
more jute from
Bangladesh’

Russia will buy more jute
from Bangladesh, Ambassador
of the Russian Federation to

adesh E P Ivanov said this
while he called on State
Minister for Jute and Textiles A
K Faezul Hugq at his office at the
ester-
day morning, reports ;

The Russian envoy stayed
some time with the state minis-
ter and discussed issues relating
to bilateral and mutual interest.
Faezul Hu recalled with

atitude the role in the

beration War of Bangladesh
in 1971 and said our Iriendly
relations with Russia stood the
test of time.

ment of a ny for acquisition
of land! It was done through
voluntary donation of land
and/or funds by the local resi-

dents. They carried out the pro-
ect under the guidance of the
ocal Ward Commissioner of
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
who initiated the project and
motivated the people of donate
land without any compensa-
tion. Once the boundary walls
were shifted voluntarily by the
local residents to widen the
road, the City Corporation re-
built the road with the neces-
sary drainage and service facil-
ities. This has ch the look
of this road so much so that the
difference will be obvious to
anyone who saw this road be-
fore and after the changes. Un-
furtunatc_%y. this highly praise-
worthy eifort by the residents of
Moneshwar Road got little pub-
licity in the ﬁmt and elec-
tronic media. The effort by the
residents of Kalabagan, under
the guidance of a local social
worker, to keep their area clean
on a voluntary basis has been
widely publicised in newspa-

pers and on TV but I have not
seen a single report on the
widening of Moneshwar Road.
This work rightfully needs pub-
licity as it can serve as a model
to others who want to undertake
similar projects.

Let us now try to find out
why the residents of Monesh-
war Road donated land and
funds to widen their narrow
road. Definitely, they are not
fools because they donated their

The

valuable land without compen-
sation. In fact, they are very
wise people, much wiser than
many of us who prefer to live in
slums beside narrow lanes with
all the inconvenience and br
for not parting with one inch o
land for the benefit of anybody!
know that in this world
"no lunch is a free lunch”. In or-
der to enjoy better amenities in
life, one must make a little sac-
rifice. They made this sacrifice
and are now enjoying the fol-
lowing benefits:

a) Increased land value:
The vale of land has increased
significantly in the area and
the incremental value of the
land in their possession is sev-
eral times more than the value
of the land the residents do-
nated. In other words, they have
increased the value of their land
assets.

bj Reduced traffic jam:
With the widening of the road,
the traffic jam has been drasti-
cally reduced and the residents
can now move with ease and in
less time.

d Modern transport fa-
cilities: The residents are able
to use modern transport facili-
ties without any problem.

d) Better utility and mu-
nicipal services: The residents
are enjoying better utility and
municipal services like water,
electricity, gas, drainage, sew-
erage. garbage collection, etc.

Availability of fire
and ambulance services: During
emergencies, fire and ambu-
lance services can now reach

by Jim Davis
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By-lanes of Dhaka

the residents much more
quickly and easily.

Obviously, the residents of
Moneshwar Road gained much
more than what they parted
with. If they could do what they
have done, why can't the oth-
ers?

Yes, others can. They only

need motivation and guidance.
In my opinion, RAJUK, with its
record of inefficiency, corrup-
tion and failure to implement
the Dhaka City Master Plan, is
not the most competent author-
ity to carry out the task of

dening of the lanes and by-
lanes of the city. After all, these
lanes and by-lanes are

the creations of RAJUK. A pro-

ject of this kind needs active

participation of the concerned
people and RAJUK being a
purely bureaucratic organiza-
tion, lacks experience involv-
ing people's participation. It
will, therefore, be advisable to
entrust this work to the Dhaka
City Cannraliun. which is
managed by the elected repre-
sentatives of the people. The lo-
cal Commissioner, who has di-
rect contact with the residents
of his/her locality, should be
placed in charge of the Em ects

e/she

should implement these pro-
the Moneshwar
road model. For each lane or
by-lane, there should be a sepa-
rate cornmittee headed by the
local Commissioner and this
committee should be entrusted

with the responsibility of mak-

ing n land available for
the wid of each lane or by-
lane under the overall technical
supervision of the City Corpo-
ration. The local Member of
Parliament should also be in-
volved in this project. He
should be made the Chief Pa-
tron of each committee in his
constituency and his assistance
should be sought whenever
there is any major problem
which the local Commissioner
is unable to solve. The Member
of Parliament, the local Com-
missioner and the committee
members should jointly moti-
vate the residents to donate
neces land without com-
pensation through meetings
and al contacts. Once
land is made available by the
local residents, funds should be
provided to DCC to rebuild the
road with the necessar
drainage and other services.
do not think it will be too am-
bitious to undertake two pro-

jects on an average every vear

d if this cgn be
dore 368 Tahes and by Tanes
can be widened in 5 or 6 years.

The cost? Since no compensa-
tion for acquisition of land will
be involved, the cost of the pro-

ject will be significantly less

than that estimated by RAJUK.

In summary, the

1 of widle ihe
Tanes-of 2
cuted in less time and with
money only if the Moneshwar
Road model. which involves
voluntary cipation of the
local people and their elected
representative, is followed and
the Dhaka City Corporation.
instead of RAJUK, is made the
executing agency. For, if RAJUK
is to execute the project, it
might eat a major part of the
funds provided as administra-
tive costs and after 40 years,
come up with a list of 4000 new
narrow lanes and by-lanes to be
widened under a new project!

The author is a former Chief

Engineer of Bangladesh Atomic
Energy Commission,

The truck lying on the road in city's Dhanmondi area as one of its wheels was removed

from it accidentally.

— Star photo

“lliteracy prime

cause of poverty,
says Sadeque

Education Minister AS H K
Sadeque ay said that il-
literacy is the prime cause of
poverty and socio-political in-
Esstabﬂity in the country, reports

He was as the chief

at the national conference
of Bangladesh Second and
Higher Education Uni Em-
ployees’ Union held here at the
education building premises.

Secr of Education Min-
istry Kazi Ragib Uddin Ahmed
and director general of Sec-
ondary and Higher Education
Department Dr Hamida Banu
spoke on the occasion as the
special guests.

Presided over by
the em “union Salauddin
Selirn, the conference was ad-
dressed, a others, by Dr
Golam Rasul Mian, Sikendar
All Khalifa and Kafiluddin

i Ahmed

president of

"Her

VHSS condoles
Mother Teresa’s
death

A condolence meeting was
held at Voluntar ealth
Services Society (VHSS) office
on Tuesday in memory of Late
Mother Teresa. The meeting
chaired by VHSS Executive
Director-Incharge Ms. Rowshan
Rahman and was attended and
addressed by VHSS workers
who paid rich tributes to
Mother Teresa, says a press re-
lease.

Addressing the meeting Ms.
Rowshan said that the best
tribute to Mother Teresa would
be to follow her teaching by
serving the uuffcrin%mllllnnt

edication to humanity
will be always remembered, she
added.

She also said that the NGOs
have many things to learn from
Mothers Teresa's teachings.

Indian joumalis?
Bhupen Dutta
dead

A leading Indian journalist
and editor of the widely circu-
lated "Dainik Sangbad" of
Agartala, Tripura, Shree-
Bhupen Dutta Bhowmik, 58,
died on Tuesday, according to a
message received here last
night, reports BSS.

Bhowmik was the leading
media personality of Tripura
who contributed greatly to mo-
bilise public uutpurt in favour
of Bangladesh Liberation War
in 1971. He died at the Apollo
Hospital of Madras where he
was undergoing treatment for
cardiac problems.

"Dainik Sangbad”, founded

also by Bhowmik, played a
in extending
port to the

his
ter. | accommodated Iin a military

leadin role
whole-hearted su
B adesh Liberation War.
wmik, is survived
wife, three sons and a da

whole pros—.

"The Queen of Hearts" s

Eiji Thiily Star 5

Dead: Culprits

Must be Brought to Book

HE most-loved, admired

and charismatic person-

ality and one of the most
elegant women of today's world,
"the Queen of the People's
Heart," as she aspired to be
called, Diana, the Princess of
Wales, is no more there to
traverse this earth, hopping
from continent to continent,
from one country to another, on

Glories of death

humanitarian pursuits. Apart
from her private and personal
life-style. to millions she ap-
peared like a "Lady with the
Lamp”. She built up a high-
profile image of herself as she
was deeply involved in the
world-wide campaign against
menacing AIDS problem,
against anti-personnel land-
mines, in charities for children
and against deadly diseases like
cancer. Finally, she became the
uncrowned "Queen of the Peo-

by AMM Shahabuddin

up to the neck with another
married woman. With the

as-
sage of time, just as the disinte-
gration . of their marriage
widened, she became a total
‘misfit' in the Palace. She
couldn’'t make a compromise
with the "fusty” atmosphere.
But, on the other hand, she be-
gan to draw more attention of
the crowds and more focus of
the cameras, than on her hus-
band or any other member of
the royal family. So there devel-
oped a sort of ambivalent atti-
tude in the Palace against her,
as she appeared to be in "higher
public esteem than royal family
as a whole." And after her fate-
ful divorce, she was gradually
"shunted” and "shunned” by the
royal family. She fell from royal
grace, losing her "Her Highness"
ormamernt,

Devastating Shock

But Diana, being herself a
young, enthusiastic and dy-
namic character, virtually re-
belled against the Palace and
came out in the public, throw-
ing in the winds all royal re-
strictions on her free move-
ment. She chose a different
path both in her private and
public life. It was a positive pos-
ture on her part with new
themes, perhaps with an ulti-
mate aim at taking revenge on
the royal family. Unfortunately
she plunged too deep, when
came into contact with Al-
Fayed, with rumours of their
possible marriage in near fu-
ture. Perhaps somebody some-
where in the hierarchy couldn't
swallow the idea of a marriage
between the ex-wife of an heir-
to-the thrown with an "outsider"

From the be;nning of her;-ﬁ she had

missible by law in the tunnel.
Perhaps he was driving faster
and faster to escape from the
clutches of the ch bunch,
at the behest of Diana or Al-
Fayed. Only the lone survivor,
the body guard, now hospi-
talised, can throw more light on
the whole episode.

Mediamen on the Dock

Meanwhile, some prominent
ournalists and important world
eaders have directly blamed
the mediamen who were reck-
lessly chasing Diana's car.
Prime Ministers of New Zealand
and Japan are among them.

The Sunday Times Editor, in a

recent BBC interview, said that
it was "a sort of assassination.”
Diana's only brother in an in-
terview, expressing similar
feelings, said : ".... every pub-
lisher and every editor of a
publication that has paid for in-
trusive and exploitative pho-
tographs of her, encouraging
the greedy and ruthless indi-
viduals to risk everything in
ursuit of Diana's i e‘ghaa
lood on their hands today."
Indeed, it is these so-called
‘tabloid’ papers that paid mil-
lions of dollars to buy these pic-
tures, that made these " y"
photographers more and more
reckless. Strangely, though it
seems, the Lybian media has
one a step ahead to accuse
ritain of having "killed” Diana,
while a Lybian Human Rights
organisation accused London of
"involvement and complicity
with other intelligence services
in the death of Diana due to her
friendship with an Egyptian
Arab". In this connection it ma
be recalled here a recent BB

to pass through many shocking events and cir-

cumstances, right from the age of six, when she grew up in a broken home and after
some thirty years the sun set in her life, again ironically, following a broken

home of her own.

ple’s Hearts” all over the world.
From the beginning of her
life she had to pass through
many shocking events and cir-
cumstances, right from the age
of six, when she grew up in a
broken home and after some
thirty years the sun set in her
life. again ironically, following a
broken home of her own. Her
fairy-tale marriage with Prince
of Wales Charles, the heir to the
throne, came to a sorry end
with an inevitable divorce that
in her life,

dire. Al-Fayed, w
new flicker of hope and a re-
spectable survival. But fate was
calculating otherwise. The awful
end is now a well-known tragic
story.

Dead Persons Tell No

Tales

It is said that dead persons
tell no tales. But they some-
times leave many things behind
them to speak on their behalf.
The same applies aptly to Diana
. Since her marriage with
Charles and her entry into the
Buckingham Palace lots of
changes were visible around. It
is a fact that in the early years
of her marriage, she simply
outshone her husband, the heir
to the throne, on each and ev-
ery royal function. That must
have hurt the ego of Charles
who had already betrayed his
feelings towards her as he was

e ket Bitions —

-!h-e found

billionaire's son. It might have
been seen as a direct slap on
the royal family. But their
‘nightmare’' came to an unex-
pected end with the sudden
tragic death of both Diana and
Al-Fayed, leaving a devastating
shock-wave all over the world.

All eyes are now turned on

~ those photographers who were

desperately chasing her to the
‘end’ of her journey. They were
after Diana's car just to have
'shots’ of every moment of her
in the car. No %mﬁflc and de-
cent person will call it journal-
fsm! ‘A “mesddpd 1 ?‘b a
mourner at Diana's' Kensirigton
Palace home read : "A life
wasted by crooked greed of the
media”. Another shouted at
cameramen : "you are horrible”,
so this is the apt price ple
gave to the misguided photog-
raphers who could run to any
length for the sake of money. It
is to me to draw a line of de-
marcation between "Do's" and
“Don'ts" to avoid in future such
a tragic end. The peeping-Toms
must be chained to the ground
rules.

The French police is
roceeding well with the
nvestigation into the role

playe by the five
photographers who were ar-
rested by them, for chasing Di-
ana's car till it met its doom : It
is also now controversial
whether the driver drunk be-
vond limnit and whether he was
driving much faster than per-

report which noted that “"criti-
cism was growing against the
continued silence of the palace”

on the tragic incident. Similarly,
Conservative Party leaders like
Margaret Thatcher and John
Major have kept mum so far on
this tragedy. It's this Conserva-
tive government that has not

anted citizenship to late Al-

ayed's father who had invested
billions of dollars in England,

the largest department
arrug;.g publishing tlﬁe

store,

hjaldestl_' cartopn mag d}%‘?
ey o b ks

is best Known to théem." [

The French lawyer of Al-
Fayeds had announced that he
would soon file a law suit,
adding, "We want to know the
entire truth”". He was convinced
that there is a case for
"manslaughter” or "involuntary
homicide” which must be
probed., :
Millions of grief-stricken
people in Britain and around
the world will be waiting cross-
fingered to know the whole
truth, the outcome of the probe
RY French police and judiciary.
| are, however, unanimous on
one point that the culprits
shouldn't go scotfree. They
must be punished, at least to
serve as a warning to others not
to venture to tread the same
ath out of greed for money.
or they should venture to put .-
another slap on the face of this™
noble profession of journalism.

'BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE
Verbatim Text of Cross Examination

of Twelfth Prosecution Witness

Excerpts from cross-exami-
nation of ALD Serajul Huq by
Advocate Khan Saifur Rahman,
defence counsel for arrested ac-
cused Lt Col [dismissed) Syed
Farooqur Rahman:

@: Cantonment was a pro-
tected and controlled area.

A Yﬁ bk

: ere were chec ts
an:? guards posted in dif!crrnt
areas of the cantonment.

A Yes.

Q: All the time?

A: Yes.

@: Outsiders need permis-
sion for entering and coming
out of the area.

A: Yes.

Q: Only there was no control

on movement of military per-
sonnel or on their entering or

coming out of the Cantonment.
A eir movement was also
controlled.

Q: There was no ammunition
in Iynur rifle when you were in
fall-in for parade at 9 pm on
August 14.

A: Yes, there was no am-:
munition at that time.

Q: The 11th prosecution
witness (LD Bashir Ahmed) was
withdvuu in the headquarters
squadron.

A: Yes.

@: None of soldiers who took
part in the parade at 9 pm had
ammunition in their rifle.

A: True.

@: Arms and ammunition
were in one armoury of the
he arters sdquadron,

A: Yes

Q@: There was a programimne
of exercise in that night parade.

A: Yes.

?: The trucks of armoured
artillary were of same kind.

A Yes.

Q: How many soldiers were

truck.

A; We 33 soldiers went by a
truck on that day.

@: Was there any truck on
the parade ground when the
exercise began at 3.30 am on
August 15.

A: There was no truck when
the fall-in took place there. The
trucks were in the garage at
that time. But when we came
back with ammunition there
were trucks on the parade
ground.

Q. When did you normally
had your dinner in the canton-
ment.

A: At about 7 pm.

Q: When did you asked the
mess as the mess-in-charge to
send breakfast on the following
morning to Road-32.

A: | asked them for breakfast
on August 14 evening for the
following momming, but did not
say anything about where to
send the breakfast.

31 When did you take your
foc

A. When we stayed with the
regiment, we used to take
breakfast early in the morning
and launch at 1 pm.

Q: On that day, both break-
fast and lunch were taken on
Mirpur Road.

. | had my breakfast on
Mirpur Road, but did not have
my launch there.

Q: As mess-in-charge you
sent lunch to Mirpur Road after
going back to the cantonment.

A: | sent food after going
back to the mess.

Court at this wanted to
know when he (H went back
to the cantonment. witness

went back at about 10
found the lunch pre-
LD Bashir sent those
he said he did not

3

he
and

and
. But

g83

know where the food were sent.

Q: For how man e
cooking used to tak:yplgf‘eﬂl:ln
your mess?

A: It depended on the
strength of unit. At that time
there was about 70 to 80 peo-
ple. :

Q: There was 33 soldiers in
your truck, where were the
other people of your unit?

A: | don't have any knowl-
edge. :

Q: When, you went back to
the cantonment. you found no
one except Bashir.

A: There were other people in -
the barrack.

Q: Till now, you have given
three evidences. One to the 10,
then to the magistrate and now -
at the court.

A: Yes.

Q: In your sfatement to the
[0, you have said. "At about
7.15 to 7.30 am Major Farooq
came with a tank and went to
Road-32 by a jeep. At about 9
to 10 am breakiast came a
truck. you had your b ast
and went back to cantonment
with that truck.’

A A of the statement
is correct, | told the 10 that Ma-
jor Fa came from Road-32
with a tank and after proceed-
ing towards south on Mirpur
Road he (Farooq) came down
from the tank and disa
in the southern direction by a
jeep.

The incomplete cross-exami-
nation resumes today
(Wednesday) at 10 am.

Earlier, state defence coun-
sels for abscondi accused

pubu'.l‘.lhdn.im'idumugﬂ‘:



