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SB sanctions Tk 73cr |

Sonali Bank sanctioned Tk
73 crore in industrial loan for
textile, jute, dairy. frozen food
and cold storage industries, re-
ports UNB.

Besides, a Tk 2-crore special
<redit has been sanctioned by
the bank for employment-gen-
eration schemes for the desti-
tutes,

The loans were sanctioned
in the 563rd mcetin% of the
Sonali Bank Board of Directors
at the bank's head office in the
city yesterday.

Of the total industrial loans,
Tk 38 crore was sanctioned for
textile industry, Tk 11 crore for
jute, Tk 14 crore for cold stor-

. Tk 3.5 crore for dairy and

4.5 crore for frozen food.

A Tk 50-crore textile indus-
try to be set up in Savar
Processing Zone is the biggest

roject among the recipients.
gmau Bank is contributing Tk
13.9 crore.

Comilla College
closed for 7 days

COMILLA, Sept 9: Comilla
Government College has been
closed for a week following a
clash between Awami League
backed Chhatra e and pro-
BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
toda{, reports UNB.

tnesses said BCL and JCD
actlvlstgi lucikeclh in the clash
over a bicycle that was stolen
from the campus.

A student, Zafar, was seri-
ously injured in the clash. He

was admitted to Comilla Sadar
Hospital.

industrial loans

The bank also sanctioned
loan for a large-scale dairy
farm. having 9 lakh litre an-
nual milk production capacity,
to be set up in Sylhet at a cost of

Tk 6.5 crore,
The bank sanctioned Tk 4.5

crore for 11 frozen food units
for covering the deficiency in
fisheries sectors and achieving
standard for export to Europe.

The Tk 2-crore employment

roject will be initiated jointly

y Sonali Bank and Manpower
Bureau in 640 villages of 128
thanas in 64 districts.

Presided over by Chairman
of Sonali Bank board Moham-
mad Asafuddoula, the meeting
held direct discussion with two
entrepreneurs on problems of

up of industries.

zm!l;iglled in Comilla
road accident

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Sept 9: Four peo-
ple were killed in a road acci-
dent in Comilla town today.

The dead were identified as
Billal Hossain, 28, his daughter
Pinki, 2, and niece Nipa, 2, and
Abdul Latif, a peon of Suagaz’
Post Office.

The first three were killed on
the spot while another died on
way to Comilla sadar hospital.

Police and eyewitnesses
sald, the accident occurred
when a bus allegedly driven by
its helper, Jamal Uddin,
crashed two bicycles on Airport
Road in Tomchom Bridge area
at 6 am killing all the cycle rid-

gested by the Task Force in-
clude: establishment of educa-
tion boards in every division;
regional board offices in greater
districts; introduction of grade
system changing the present
one; establishment ufp public
examination halls in every
thanas.

It also recommended that
teachers involved in publishing
'gulde books' and coaching cen-
tres should be excluded from the
proce#s of examination system.

“Measures should be taken to
monitor investigations into ir-

larities and corruption in
the educational boards,” the
Task Force recommended and
also suggested. "immediate legal
measures against those offi-
cials and employees of the
boards against whom charges of
mismanagement and corrup-
tion have been proved suffi-
ciently”.

It was noticed that records
and files in the education
boards are maintained at the
whims of the officials and em-
ployees, the report added.

- e ledger book on the fees
deposited by students and insti-
tutions are also not maintained
properly. Additional fees are
charged illegally from every ex-
aminee of all the boards under
various heads like sports, sci-
ence and technology, education
week etc., although the alloca-
tion for these sectors are given
from the national budget.

Regarding the tussle between
the permnanent staff members
and officials posted on deputa-
tion, the Task Force observed,
"Most of the officials including
the chairmen of the boards are
often posted there on deputa-
tion."

"Many of them do not have
prior administrative experience
which make them dependent on
permanent staff members in
running the day to day

activities. It has led to an ad-
ministrative chaos in the man-
agement.

According to the findings of
the task force, the permanent
staff members, who, under the
Ordinance of 1961, cannot be
transferred from one place to
another, take advantage of the
situation.

High officials of the board

Corruption in edn

boards

employed on deputation and
students and parents coming
from remote areas are often
taken hostage by the ent
staff members for fulfilment of
their illegal demands.

Permanent staff members
are often employed on regional
basis. Top priority is given to
the relative and descendants of
the staff members during re-
cruitment of new employees,

The Task Force recom-
mended that officials posted on
deputation in the education
boards should have r ad-
ministrative experience. The
tenure of deputation should be
between three to five years, it
added. ‘

Inter-board transfer of em-
ployees could help improve the
management skill but leaders
of employees unions in the
boards gave contradictory opin-
ion about such transfer, the re-
port said.

The Task Force, however,
recommended that the govern-
ment should deal with the is-
sues with caution. It also sug-
Eestcd formation of an inter-

committee to recommend
measures for set the issue.

The Task Force also said po-
litical pressure is mainly re-
sponsible for opening of new
examination centres violating
rules and ations.

"The influence of political
personalities and intluential
quarters have to be sto for
opening of new schools and
colleges and making them cen-
tres of public examinations un-
der various boards. The au-
tonomous status of the boards
have to be maintained”.

It also observed gross irregu-
larities in selection of examin-
ers and head examiners by the
board officials.

According to its findings,
there are instances of getting
2000 answer papers examined
by a single examiner within a
period of one month.

The highest number of an-
swer scripts to be examined by a
single examiner of any subject
should not be more than 400,
the report said.

[t also suggested that retired
teachers could be engaged to ex-
amine answer scripts where
there is a shortage of examin-
ers.
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PM leaves Manila

for home today

MANILA, Sept 9: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina leaves here
for Dhaka tomorrow winding
up her week-| state visits to
Indonesia and the Philippines,

BSS.

The Prime Minister was in-
vited by President Soeharto of
Indonesia and President Fidel V
Ramos of the Philippines to
visit their countries.

Holzman calls
on Khaleda

The new US Ambassador to
Bangladesh, John C Holzman.
called on Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zia
at her residence yesterday, said
a party release, s UNB.

It said they discussed the
overall situation of the country,
particularly the relations be-
tween the two countries and
matters of mutual interests.

She informed Holzman of an
adverse impact of the govern-
ment's mismanagement and
failures on the country's agri-
culture, industry and overal
cconomy.

The US Ambassador told the
BNP Chairperson that he would
contribute as far as possible to
democracy and economic de-
velopment of Bangladesh.

e also discussed with

um, Zia the upcoming visit of

US Assistant Secretary of State
to Bangladesh,

Thanking Holzman for the
call, Begum Zia ho that his
stay in Bnnﬁ!ladel would be
successful. She assured all co-
operation during his tenure.

BNP Secrelarﬁ General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Dr
Moyeen Khan, MP and party
adviser and former ambassador
MM Rezaul Karim were present
on the occasion.

PM: Manila

From Page 1

tives offered by the government
to foreign investors include
foreign ownership without
limit, legal protection to in-
vestors against nationalisa-
tion, generous tax-holidays and
unrestricted repatriation of
capital and profits.

Sheikh Hasina said, "We
have also initiated structural
adjustment measures to create
an enabling environment for
all to parti Palc in our nation-
building eiforts which are
challenging.”

A number of leading indus-
trialists from the Philippines
have already visited
Bangladesh as part of the busi-
ness delegation accompanying
President 0s, she said.

She said the Board of
Investment in Bangladesh
would provide you one-stop ser-
vice.

Hasina hoped that the busi-
ness leaders would give due
consideration to the opportuni-
ties offered by her government
and potentialities for invest-
ment and trade now existing in

Bangladesh.
Titas Gas

From Page 1
with the unscrupulous employ-
ees of Titas.

"So if you leave out power
and fertiliser units and domes-
tic users from the process of
system loss, the 'actual system
loss' is about 40 per cent!”
pointed out an official.

The Annual Report said that
in 1993-94 Titas introduced a
"RMS Sealing programme for
industrial consumer” to cut sys-
tem loss.

"(It) could not be sustained
through the following year (95-
96) due to lack of proper logis-
tics. particularly on the trans-
port front. So etlective steps to
reduce system loss were re-
tarded.” the report said.

It also said that system loss
could not be controlled due to
lack of manpower, besides
-::«thml'-l reasons.

The manpower strength of
Titas is 2628!}0 net

Commenting on the official
stance, a Titas official said, "its
a very flimsy excuse that sys-
tem loss cannot be reduced.
There are only 1700 industrial
consumers and its easily possi-
ble to find out the few hundred
unscrupulous consumers and
take action. But if the manage-
met-{llil:_létgelf is lrlmf int-ﬁed in
cu own the loss, is
ing to reduce it?" ~

He further said an "institu-
tionalised corruption system”
grow in Titas from the earl
nineties. It contributed over
118 crore to the national ex-
chequer besides making a net
823 t of Tk 30.18 crore in '"95-

Titas sold gas worth Tk 963
crore in that year,

Court asks RB
From Page 1

They also sought a manda-
tur’s:r[ igunctiun on publication
of HSC results without the re-
sults of the 6,686 examinees,

Meanwhile, the Board
Committee could not come to a
decision relating to the fate of
the 6,686 examinees at a meet-
ing today and the meeting was
adjourned, members of the
committee said,

When contacted, Chairman
of the Board Sher Mohammad
refused to say anything about

the proceedings of the mmmﬁ
ut when asked about the

senior Assistant Judge Court's
order, the chairman said, "we

I must abide by the court's order.”

president Corazon Aquino

meeting in Manila yesterday.

Prinie .Miniater Sheikh Hasina ‘and former Philippine
shaking hands before their

ol
o
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— AFP/UNB photo

Collection of indirect

taxes falls below target

Income tax collection ex-
ceeded the target in last two
months (July-August), but col-
lection of indirect taxes was far
below the during the pe-
riod, according to official
statistics, UNB.

The statistics were presented
at two separate meetings Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMS Kib-
ria had with the Tax Commis-
sioners and Customs Comnis-
;i:ntrl at his ministry yester-

jf.

Tension

From Page |

the Association led by Araj Al
and Abdullah which expelled

Mizanur Rahman from its
Executive Committee earlier.

Later, Mizanur Rahman
formed a rival association.

Trouble on ﬁ issue of
distributing flour at the cooper-
ative shop for the Secretariat
employees when supporters of
the two sides tri to shove
away the other that resulted in
a fisticuff between the two lead-
ers. ¥

Both of them are leaders of
the cooperative,

Police dispersed the two ri-
val groups as th chased each
other and drew the attention of
their supporters to come Lo

their aid. .

SAFF soccer

From Page 1
On the other hand. Ibrahim
Rasheed brought the islanders
back into the match when he
ulled one back from a free-
ck in the 65th minute while
Mohammad Nizam netted the

much needed equaliser with a
powerful 30- seven min-
utes from the end.

With the draw, India, who
have already confirmed a berth
in the semifinals defeatin
Bangladesh by three goals to
in their opening match,
emerged Group '‘B' champions to
set up a semifinal clash with
arch-rivals Pakistan on
September 11. On the other
hand, Maldives, who emerged
runners-up in the same group,
will take on Group ‘A’ champi-
ons Sri Lanka in the first semi-
final on Wednesday.

A total of Tk 175.33 crore
was collected as income lax
against the of Tk 170.24
ﬂ'ﬂl‘tum d Jul*irl;:.ugult

Eﬁ. During same
rerkg 1996, the collection of
ncome tax stood at Tk 158 38
crore

Besides, the National Board
of Revenue (NBR) collected Tk
1.731 98 crore as indirect tax
during the two months against
the target of Tk 1912.63 crore.

The t of indirect tax col-
L:ctlnn Ir.':u:ﬂ.l,l«'.‘l not be lchlevgl

ue to compiexities, offl-

cials “égnl 2

The f{inance minister di-
rected the officials to make
their best efforts to achieve the
target of revenue collection dur-
In&wthe current fiscal year
(1 -98).

He also asked the officials to
keep their efforts on for collect-
ing, the area-based monthl
revenues to achieve the overal
collection target of the current

fiscal. ‘
Stadium
From Page 1

rience certificates to get the
work. he said.

uotations from “genuine”
bi were much higher than
the PWD estimate. “In this situ-
ation the authorities are
thinking ol floating a third
tender,” he said.

As per plan, the earthfilling
work wo take at least nine
months to be completed. An-
other official also eonfirmed
that "not a single ptm'.liy"
reached the PWD office yet for
construction of the cricket sta-
dium. The money new being
spent is from PWD's emergency

On June 6, PWD sent a pro-
ject proposal of Tk 8.64 crore to
the ﬂ;nlatry of Sports and Cul-
tural Affairs. The proposal in-
cludes earthfilling, construc-

tion of ?lmagtra' lounge, roads,

fencing plan of trees.
“The pro is for the first

phase of the work. In the second

phase, we will take up work to

E.;]I;swc}l m:ajgaﬂlhun and the
o he !

'512: cricket stadium will
not see day light within this
century if the present sluggish
progress continues”, he blamed.

—_— =
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One shot dead
at Rajbari

RA.JBARI, Sept 9: A
farmer was shot dead byr:;‘é
armed miscreants at B-u?un
bazar in ha thana of the
district on Monday night, re-
ports UNB.

The victim, identified as
Rezaul Karim. 25, of
Kuthimaliya village of Pangsha
thana, was down at

7 pm. He is to be
:hnut ﬂmw .

cal :
ice said that intra-party
conflict could be the reason be-

hind his killing.

Jessore-Benapole

From Page 1
number of "second hand
serviceable” for the rail
track at a cheaper cost, the
sources said. Bangladesh
Railway had reques the
Indian Authorities at a

meeting in Dhaka in May this
mmm.Mt

to

000
for the tr

Rail cnmmu::lluun be-
in West of India was cut
off foll the war between
India and Pakistan in 1965.

The Benapole-Petrapole rail
link was restored once again In
1972 following emergence of

Bangladesh but was cut off
after two oy

years.
The Jessore-Benapole broad

ga rail track became inop-
erative since '74, when the
Benapole-Petrapole line was cut

ofl.
Ctg clash
clinics. S

Police said the clash erupted
at around 4 pm today between

rival tran workers belong-
ing the ation of transport
workers’ unions and the

Arakan Sarak Paribahan
Sramik Union over ‘control’ of
the Bahaddarhat bus terminal.
Police said both the groups
were locked in an hour-long
clash when workers backed by
the federation tried to hold a
médeting at the terminal.
the clash, a series of
cocktails were exploded and
lethal wea were used, wit-

tage lobbed
=k

the situation under control.

agitating workers also

damaged some vehicles at the
terminal, police and witnesses

said, that traffic move-
ment came to a halt during the
clash.

Additional ice force were

at the terminal to pre-
vent further outbreak of vio-

lence.
Meanwhile, General
Secretary of Arakan Sarak

Paribahan Sramik Union told
this correspondent that the
union had called a transport
strike for an indefinite period
in the Chittagong-Cox's Bazar
route in protest the vio-
lence at the Bahaddarhat bus

terminal.

i

Rival student
groups clash
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Sept 9: Two
rival groups of students a
series of gunbattles on a
city road today. injuring two
and df::'upu traific in the
UNB. =

Witnesses said the trouble
erupted at about 1.45 pm when a

ocession of '‘Babu group' of
angladesh Chhatra League
din oA i
'on Bostami
Wﬁmﬂaﬁ’m in the

y.

:;d nneﬂlﬁjag:, the violence
spr to t Polytech-
nic Institute t:f:::lng'l"l‘cﬁfrnm
BI.'}'(:I:IEC Ell'o:tuanﬂ Road il

and put
ing movement of vehicles 3
pm

':l'hl: two factions also en-

gaged in a fierce gu t on the
same road near Sh hahar
Gate No 2 at about 4

the hour-long clash they ex-

changed at least 40 gunshots
Babri Mosque
B

From Page

Advani is president of the
main opposition Bharatiya
Janata (BJP). Thackeray
is leader of the militant Shiv
ggu Party, which rules Bom-

Others
included BJP le
Manohar Joshi, Kal
and Vije Raje Sci and two
leaders of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP), Ashok
and Acharya Giriraj Kishore.
All of them were to a
pear before the court October 17.

the court
ers Murli

Singh

Khaleda: AL

claimed to have withdrawn the
g{culu.ﬂlun;rluunum::“tln in the

man ts are s being
made in the name of Dhaka In-
ternational " noted Be-

um Zia ., who travelled in a

iman flight d her
to and from the U via
Pakistan.

Reiterating her allegations
that the Awami League -
the élwm':tn of the’ !#

8. Ao
leader said, “The is
now in real crisis as it is not be-
ing able to t its com-

tments to that coun-
try... They were well aware of
the consequences of to
materialise those commit-
ments before to rg
Zia cas the 15-
month-old government of
Sheikh Hasina for, what she
said, its failures in each and ev-
ery sphere of national life — the
mt:lnam : natim}al . law
an . Its election pledges
and speaking lies about gover-
nance by ﬂ:gBHP -
i "}'i'hiu gw:nlmmu t is speak-
ng lies uently to cover u
its faﬂurt:?n all Ecldl." she .nit
leged and blamed the ruling
party for cheating the people by

stry, in a letter
on Sunday, informed APP
Salahuddin Harunthat he has
been relieved of the post with
immediate effect.

Strike at PG

From Page 1

tnesses said the trouble

stratin inst the "ill .
trmﬂ:g l::r:jm':r.lil of five nurmem.
who were leading the movement
:ﬁnﬂ the government deci-

to apologise

not implementing its election

Iurejufe t Taka Hﬂﬁﬂm
a

maund, but the farmers m:

getting back their production

She also warned the gov-
ernment for a for an
"extra-constitutional” solution
to the CHT crisis and to give
corridor to India in the name of

transit.

CONVENor,- Eﬁu’ﬁfm Jahan
Haq, MP, the function was also
by the BNP
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, MP, city BNP chief

Hossain Khoka, MP, Dr. .
Khandakar Mosharraf Hos-
sain, MP, Mahila Dal leaders
Sarwari Rahman, Shamsun-
nahar Khwaja Ahsanullah, Se-
Hm: Rahman, Farida Rahman,
and others.

Tiny tots danced and to
?kwtrum Zia when
clim e podium. Releasing
a set of coloured balloons, the
BNP chief inaugurated the
founding anniversary pro-
gramme. Her arrival was

{61 e B
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Fn at 9:00 pm. We t artns
rom the kote and got prepared
for the :

"Maj Syed Farook Rahman,
Maj Mohiuddin, Maj Shamsuz-
zaman, Capt Delwar Hossain, Lt
Kismet Hashem. Lt Nazmul
Hossain Ansar, Risaldar Maj.
Syed Ahmed. Risaldar Anwar,
Risaldar Kuddus. Risaldar
Moslemuddin, RDM Mosaddeq,
and Arshad, Naib Risaldar Nu-
rul Islam, Dafadar Jabbar,
Dafadar Haider Ali, Lance
Dafadar Lutfur Rahman, ALD
Muslemuddin, and ALD Mohsin
were among those present at the
parade ground."

The PW-12, however, also
said that he could not remem-
ber the names of others who
were also present at the parade.

According to him, th ad as-
sembled at the parade ground
on the whistle of the ment

Dafadar Major at about 9:00
pm.

"Maj Farook inspected the
parade and ordered the RDM for
night classes for the troops
which started at midnight and
continued till about 3:30 pm
ﬁg a recess of about 20 min-

"When the troops returned to
the parade ground at about 3:30
am. Major Farook also in-
structed us to collect ammuni-
tion for our arms from the kote
and also ordered us to carry out
the instructions of officers.

"Farook Shaheb was then

the acting commanding officer

al er in the absence

Lt Col Momen, who was the

commanding officer of the
Unit.

"We returned to the parade
ground along with ammuni-
tion. | took two m nes of
ammunition for my G-3 rifle

which | was carTng.
"Maj Mohiuddin then or-

dered us to board the truck
near the parade :
our trucks were parked there.
The troops. including myself,
boarded the trucks in three
oups, eleven in each trucks.
aj Mohiuddin occupied the
front seat of our truck.
"While in the truck, | saw two
more trucks arriving in our
Unit carrying soldiers wearing

_Bangabandhu murder

Khaki uniform. | came to know
that they were from Artillery
and will be accompan us.

"At around 4:30 am six
trucks moved out from there in
a convoy. We went to Road No
32, Dhanmondi via Balughat,
Old Cantonment Station, Ma-
hakhali and Farm Gate.

"Then Maj Mohiuddin or-
dered us to get down and said,
"do not get nervous when you
hear the noise of gun shots. We
have our troops and those of
Maj Dalim, stationed there.

"Pos us at the entry point
of Rd No 32 alur:F the ur
Road, Maj Mohiuddin as us

not to allow others through the
road. He then went along Rd No
32 with few soldiers.

"Then we heard gun shots
and fire of artillery shells."

“When Maj Mohiuddin re-
turned, he clam curfew on
that area and us not to
allow entry of civilians through
the road. Some of the soldiers
were ted on the other side of
the Mirpur Road and Maj Mo-
hutuggln went back along the Rd

"l felt bad when | heard over
Radio at around 7:00 am, "This
is Maj Dalim ﬁeaklng ... Infa-
mous Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
has been killed.”

"A tank came out from Rd No
32 and moved towards the south
along the Mirpur Road at
around 7:15 am or 7:30 am. Maj
Farook got down from the tank
as it started moving towards the
south. He also spoke to the
troops ted there and then
boarded a j and moved to-
wards the south along the Mir-
pur Road.

"Our breakfast came from
the Regiment at around 9:00
am. n the vehicle carryi
our breakfast was returni n?
boarded it and went back to

Regiment.

"On my return to the Regi-
ment that day | came to know
that Risaldar Muslemuddin and
LD Marfat Ali Shah were pro-
moted {gr their good work on

those days night pa-
rade of an unit u mbehgl'ﬂ
twice a month. The night parade
used to n in the evening and
continue till about 10:00 pm.”
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