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Jessore-Benapole

rail line may
be restored by

June next
Star Report

The Jessore-Benapole rail
line is expected to be restored :?'
the end of the current fiscal af-
ter about 23 years. according to
sources in the Ministry of
Communications.

Earth filling work and re-
pair of culverts and bridges in
the 40-km route is nearing

tion and the track lay-
ing work will be done in six
months after slippers are pro-
cured, the sources added.

The Planning Commission
recently allocated Tk 20 crore
for the t. An ADB alloca-
tion of Tk one crore sanctioned
in fiscal '96-'97 has already
been utilised. :

The Indian Railway
Authorities will supply the re-

See Page 12 Col 6

New 10-taka note
bearing portrait
of Bangabandhu

Star Business Report
A new 10-taka note bearing

the portrait of Bangabandhu
Sth.l; Mujibur

man will
be in circulation from
December 16, the Victory Dady.

Sources say the adesh
Bank plans to print 20 crore

pieces of the note, worth Tk 200
crore.

Officials at the Security
Printing Company confirmed
that its Managing Director AH
Tawfique Ahmed said he had
received such an instruction
from the central bank, but did

not details.
(g: official said December

16 was still a "tentative” date.
"It :‘H dulr]lﬂthc availabil-
it paper an i

r“l"h: have however "fi-
n the desi and other
technicalities” are prepared
to do the job if paper and ink
are made available.

Hasina to attend
Teresa’s funeral

...Prime Minister Sheikh
. Hesina. state fu-
-~ meral mg‘&rﬂ*m'

Calcutta on Saturday, re
y poris

Forei Minister Abdus
Samad said in the city

day.

"The details of her partici-
pation in the funeral are being
worked out,” Azad added.

Hasina, who is now in
Manila, is scheduled to return
home today.

Star Magazine

Read all about Mother
Teresa in this week’s Star
eckend Magazine
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Ask your hawker today
for your Friday's copy.
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Corruption, irregularities rampant in edn boards
Audit objections involving hundreds
of crores of taka unanswered

By Mizan Ali

members and officials on depu-

tation have literally crippled
functioning of the boards.

Audit objections involvin
hundreds ol crores of taka o
the education boards in the
country were not settled or an-
swered since Independence, ac-
cording to the T Force report
suhmnf%ted to the Education
minister recently, official
sources said.

"Corruption, nepotism, vio-
lation of rules, misappropria-
tion of funds. irregularities in
promotion of staif members,
opening of new schools, colleges
and examination centres, un-
fair practices in tabulation of
results, malpractices in pur-
chasing and selling of goods,
tussle between permanent staff
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"The government did not
take any effective step against
some of these irregularities re-
garding which inquiry reports
were submitted to the divisions
concerned in the ministry,”
earlier also the report said.

The nine-member Task
Force headed by Dr Nazrul Is-
lam was formed on April 3 for
reviewing the activities and
management of country's edu-
cation boards.

The Task Force conducted a
four-month long investigation,
examination and evaluation of

the activities of Secondary and
Higher Secondary education
boards of Dhaka. Rajshahi,
Jessore and Comilla;
Bangladesh Madrassah Educa-
tion Board; Bangladesh Voca-
tional Education Board and the
National Curriculum and Text
Book Board.

It also examined five years’
audit report of the boards.

The Task Force also recom-
mended remedial measures to
improve performance of the ed-
ucation boards,

The Task Force report said,
"Objections raised in the audit
reports of the last five years in-
volving Tk 111,72,25,726/79

i

&

are yet to be settled". The report
also said that the audit objec-
tions raised since the Indepen-
dence of the country has not
been sorted out so far.

"Raising objections in the
audit reports and taking no
follow-up action against the
people responsible for those
seems to have become a custom.
The auditors have identified
those responsible for financial
discrepancies and even recom-
mended measures against them.
None seem to have been pun-
:_shed for such irregularities so
ar.”

The remedial measures sug-

See Page 12 Col 1
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RB asked to publish
results of 6686
within 30 days

From M A Al

RAJSHAHI, Sept 9: The court
of Senior Assistant Judge, Ra-
jshahi today gave permission to
the Ra_isha i Education Board
to publish the results of HSC
examination on the scheduled
date, court sources said.

Along with the permission,
the judge also ordered the Board
to publish within 30 days the
results of 6,686 HSC examinees
whose examinations were to be
cancelled due to alleged irregu-
larities.

The court also ordered the
Board to report about the re-
sults of the 6,686 examinees.

Advocate Mohammad Ali
moved the case in the court for
Rajshahi Education Board and
Mohammad Yahia moved for
the plaintiffs.
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The Rajshahi Education
Board on May 20, 1997 took the
decision to cancel the examina-
tions of the 6,686 examinees.

Amirul Islam and Rezaul Is-
lam Rony, two retained students
who appeared in the ex-
amination from M A Hadi Col-
lege of Charghat thana under
Rajshahi district, challenging
the board's decision filed a peti-
tion seeking an ad-interim or-
der restraining the Board from
implementing the decision
taken on May 20.

The two plaintiffs later filed
a case on September 3, terming
the decision ‘illegal' and seek-
ing a permanent injunction on
the decision to cancel examina-

tions of the 6,686 examirees.
See Page 12 Col 3
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We want AL to apologise to

people once again: Khaleda

Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad and BNP chief
Begum Kh a Zia yesterday

claimed that her party was
under constant pressure from
the people to launch an oust-
government movement, but it

was waliting to see the "liar”
government apologise to the
once in.

fore the elections, they
had apologised to the people for
their past misdeeds but resumed
all those practices after return-
ing to power ... We want them to
beg pardon once more for their
wrong-doings. They must do...",
the BNP chief told the 19th
founding anniversary function
of her party's women's front —
Jatiyatabadi Mahila Dal — at
her Minto Road official resi-
dence in the evening.
The former prime minister,
in her first public speech after

By Staff Correspondent

returning from a 15-day tour to
Pakistan and United States,
sald, " The country is now suf-
fl:rlnF from the worst-ever cri-
sis ol image abroad though the

resent government claims to

ave restored the country's im-
age abroad.”

"People at home and abroad
don't believe this liar govern-
ment. They don't have any con-
fidence in the incompetent gov-
ernment, Foreign Investors are
unwilling to come here because
of the law and order situation
and terrorism by the ruling
party.” she told the gathering.

Blamln,g the ruling Awami

ue for "pushing the country
back to the state of '72-'75 pe-
riod,” the Opposition leader
said the words 'bottomless bas-
ket' were again being heard
now.
Asking the government to

Leader of the Opposition and BNP chairperson Begum leda Ziﬁapeking at a disc

refrain from all activities op-
posed to the interests of the
le and the country, the BNP
chief said, "Otherwise. we'll be
left with no option but to w‘:’ge a
massive streetl agitation. We're
now in agitation to protect the
national sovereignty and the
reople‘l rights. We'll have noth-
ng to do if such an agitation
topples the government.
Accusing the government of
iflnurlng the Jatiya Sangsad,
the Leader of the Opposition
said her would ide its
role as the position in par-
llament in consultation with
the party lawmakers if the 14-
point demands were not met. In
this regard. she added one more
demand — cancellation of a
overnment circular renaming
the Zia International Airport.
"Although the authorities
See Page 12 Col 7
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Patients suffer
as strike at
PG continues

By Staff Correspondent

All operations, except those
in the emergency section, were
stop at the Bangabandhu
Medical University (formerly
PG Hospital) while sufferings of
patients mounted as the indef-
inite strike by nurses continued
yesterday.

Relatives were seen helpin
their patients, at times wit
doctors’ assistance.

"There is virtually no activ-
ity at all.” said an attending
doctor. "Many patients badly
need supervision round the
clock. We are atiending those
patients who have none to look
after.” the doctor said.

Meanwhile, four nurses and
one Class Four employee were
injured when women police
clubbed demonstrating nurses
trying to force their way to the
first floor to meet the Director
of the hospital.

The injured nurses were Re-
hana Khatun, Nur Jahan,
Shandhya Kabir Shekhar and

Page 12 Col 8
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meeting in the city yesterday organised by Jatiyatabadi Mohila Dal to mark the pariy's

founding anniversary.

— Star photo
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SAFF Football

Bangladesh hope
shattered

From Al-Amin

KHATMANDU, Sept 9: Mal-
dives held favourites India to a
2-2 draw in their last Group A
match of the SAFF Champi-
onship at the Dasarath Sta-
dium here today and moved
into the semifinals of the six-
nation tourney shattering the
last hope of Bangladesh,

In a see-saw encounter, In-
dian star striker Baichung
Bhutia put his side ahead with a
brilliant head work in the 30th
minute while defender Jo Paul
Ancheri doubled the margin
with yet another spectacular
header after 25 minutes.

J See Page 12 Col 4

An unscrupulous section of
employees of Titas Gas Trans-
mission and Distribution Com-

any Ltd. backed by a 'strong
obby' in the management, has
been causing more than Tk 40
crore revenue loss to the organ-
isation every year. according to
official sources.

Corruption in the company
has reached such an extent that
Titas Gas Officers' Welfare As-
sociation in an unprecedented
move recently, adopted a reso-
lution at a meeting alleging that
corruption practices and irregu-
larities were leading the organ
isation to destruction '

Presided over by acting pres-

By Sharier Khan

ident of the Association Mohi-
tul Alam Khan, the meeting
blamed the Titas Gas manage-
ment for 'sheltering’ a section of
corrupt employees and harass-
ing' the honest ones. The asso-
ciation demanded replacerment
of the current management.

Although a profitable organ-
isation. the system loss of Titas
Gas has been ranged from 7 to
9.22 per cent in the recent years
as against less than two per cent
before 1989

The technical system loss of
Thas Gas is only 1 52 per cent.

The overall system loss at
present is about B per cent while
it was 7 78 per cent last year

According to the annual re-
port of the company for '95-96
published on August 2] last,
system loss worth Tk 39 crore
was due to non-technical and
distribution loss. The loss stood
at Tk 41 crore in the previous
year

Sources pointed out that al-
though 8 per cent system loss
ﬂflpt'.ﬂl‘l‘ij tolerable, it was actu-
ally "massive” since it was be-
ing caused only by the indus
trial consumers

About 79 per cent of the gas
supplied by Titas is sold to gov-
ernment-owned power and fer
tiliser units. Since these sales
are being handled by the gov-

Rampant corruption in Titas Gas alleged

ernment itself, pilferage is out
of question, they said.

ndustrial consumers pur-
chase 10.76 per cent of gas,
commercial consumers 1.16 per
cent and domestic consumers 9
per cent,

The sources alleged that un-
der the patronage of a strong
lobby’ in the management, an
unscrupulous section of em-
ployees, mﬂn'llr field workers,
favour' some large industrial
consumers In exchange of
money.

There are more than 1700
industrial consumers, of whom
some 200 have 'unfair links

See Page 12 Col 3

Mujib will proclaim
monarchy, Farook
told us: PW-12

By Staff Correspondent

When troops of the First
Bengal Lancer assembled for
night parade at about 3:30 am
on August 15, 1975, they were
told that Bangabandhu would
proclaim monarchy in the
country. Sirajul Huq. twelfth

rosecution witness in the
angabandhu murder case told
the court yesterday.

Huq, then on Assistant
Lance Dafadar, was among the
troops. He was later dismissed
from service.

The troops on parade were
ordered to collect ammunition
and carry out instructions of

' superior officers. Huq said they

were brought to road No. 32,
Dhanmondi, in a truck through
the Mirpur Road.

Huq was cross-examined by
14 lawyc&iai of 14 absconding ac-
cused. cross-examination
by Khan Saih I"‘"aﬂualhnian:

lawyer of Farook, an accused in
custody, was in progress when
the hearing was adjourned till
10:00 am today.

It was noticed during the
day’'s proceedings that the "wit-
ness box’ was brought closer to
the seat of the judge, distancing
it further from the prosecution
desk.

"Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
will proclaim monarchy in the
country during his meeting at
the university on August 15,
and we are opposed to the sys-
tem of monarchy." Major Fa-
rook told the troops at the pa-
rade ground at about 3:30 am,
Hugq said in his deposition.

"At around 2:00 pm on Au-
gust 14, 1975, Squadron
Dafadar Maj Bashir Ahmed in-
structed us to remain present at
the night le which will be-

- SeePagel2flolx ™ T -

Business leaders in Manila offered

MANILA., Sept 9: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
invited Filipino-Chinese busi-
ness leaders to visit Bangladesh
to see for themselves the
‘'window of opportunities' for
commercial and investment
activities, reports UNB,

"Bangladesh is now widely
considered as a window of op-
portunities because of the
availability of easily trainable
skilled, semi-skilled and un-
skilled labour at a very compet-
itive rate of wage,” she said.

Addressing a Juncheon
hosted in her honour by
Filipino-Chinese Business

Chambers of Commerce and
Industry at Sheraton Hotel, she
said the country is also improv-
ing physical and socio-eco-
nomic infrastructures and
widening financial market.
She invited the Filipino-
Chinese business leaders to be

No progress in
construction
ot cricket

stadium yet
By Morshed Ali Khan

Construction of the National
Cricket Stadium in the city may
take a longer time than antici-
pated, according to officials of
the Public Works Department.

The delay is due to "sluggish
progress” in paper work and
shortage of funds The 1 .32
crore cubic feet earth filling on
the 17.42 acre land earmarked
for the stadium is yet to begin,

“The first two tenders for
awarding the earth filling work
could not be accepted as the
lowest bids were upto 19 per
cent above our estimate,” said a
PWD official. Many of the bid-
ders even prod ‘false” expe-

See Page 12 Col 6

Tension prevails

at Sectt

By Staff Correspondent
Police prevented supporters

of a newly formed rival faction
of Secretariat Fourth Class
Employees Association from
staging a rally at the
Secretariat yesterday.

Police moved in swiftly to
disperse the supporters of the
faction led by Mizanur Rahman
when they tried to gather near
the canteen area at around
noon (o protest, what they said,
attack on their leaders by their
rivals led by Siddiqur Rahman
on Monday.

Siddiqur Rahman belongs to

See Page 12 Col 4

Lucrative incentives,
unlimited ownership

valuable partners in progress of
Bangladesh.

Hasina said the Filipinos
are known all over the world as
a nation of industrious, cre-
ative, dynamic and enterpris-
ing people. "You will find
Bangladesh a very hospitable
ground for your commercial,
industrial and investment ac-
tivities," she told them.

Leading entrepreneurs,
business magnates and eco-
nomic experts of the
Philippines, and trade mission
of Bangladesh accompanying
the Prime Minister attended the
meeting.

The Prime Minister said,
"We have a very liberalised
trade policy in harmony with
free market economy and we of-
fer a very lucrative package of
investment incentives.”

She said attractive incen-

See Page 12 Col 3

HSC results
tomorrow

Results of the HSC (Higher
Secondary Certificate) exami-
nations of 1997 under five edu-
cation boards will be published
tomorrow simultaneously, re-
ports UNB.

An official handout yester-
day said the results will be
available at the examination
centres after 4 pm. Examinees
have been asked to have their
results from their respective
colleges or centres.

e results will not be avail-
able at the Education Board of-
fices, Education Ministry or

newspaper offices, the handout
added.

Talks tomorrow

US Asst Secy
of State
arrives today

Bangladesh and the United
States will hold official talks
here tomorrow to review exist-
ing bilateral relations and find
avenues to bolster Dhaka-
Washington ties, reports UNB.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asian airs
Karl F Inderfuth who arrives
here today will lead his coun-
try’s side at the talks to be held
at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs.-

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan will head the home side
at the meeting that will cover
the entire gamut of bilateral
relations as well as regional
and international issues of
COMIMON Cconcern.

Though there is no specific
aﬁenda or the meeting, it is
likely to deal with expansion of
trade, economic cooperation
and American investment in
Bangladesh.

Babri Mosque issue
Advani, Thackeray,

Joshi, 46 others
charged

NEW DELHI, Sept 9: An In-
dian court today slapped
charges of rioting and criminal
conspiracy on 49 Hindu politi-
cians and religious leaders for
destroying a 16th-century
Tg;qu: five years ago, reports

Judge JP Shrivastava
framed the charges against,
among others, Hindu national-
ist leaders Lal Krishna Advani
and Bal Thackeray in a court in
the northern city of Lucknow,

The United News of India
(UNI) said they were charged
with criminal conspiracy, riot-
ing, promoting religious enmity
between different groups of peo-
ple. hurting religious senti-
ments and damaging a place of
worship. _

See Page 12 Col 7

Rival transport
workers clash at

Bahaddarhat:
20 1njured

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 9: At
least 20 people including two
police personnel were injured
in a pitch battle between two ri-
val groups of transport workers
at Bahaddarhat bus terminal
this afternoon, police said.

Among the injured. 10 peo-
ple were rushed to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital while
others were admitted to private

See Page 12 Col 6
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