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The Growing Cons

For a party which has cosied up to its enemy and which may be privy to a

HE House of Commons is
mcm:uuﬂednlijk;:l cockpit.

e two pri Earﬂca

in theory, glare at eac ;llher

across the Chamber. The place
is purpose-built for
confrontation. Even the
terminology used is warlike.
The two o sides are said
to be two sword-lengths apart,
conjuring wup visions of
political debate boiling up into
a physical and bloody clash of

arms.

But te all this, and all
the of battle, and all
the furore that sometimes
overwhelms the Commons, the
fact remains thl;t Wutgnhunutcr
ﬂuuﬂslm l:ugc tlllﬂl.l. a S0~
phisticated system of nods and
winks, of bargaining and of
deals struck between even

the most bitter of political op-

ponents.

It is consensus tﬁoliticu
which not only keeps the sys-
tem but which also oils
the works. Otherwise the whole
machinery could splutter, stall
and seize up altogether. This

on right from the most
momentous decisions a Gov-
ernment may take, down to the
minutiae and trivia of life at
Westminster.

Politicians of all complex-

ions and on all extremes of the

know that the system
can work if compromises
are struck with rmfzhél membu{r and
agreements _— n-
erally well out of the public

gaze.
Smoke and Fury

Much of this — though not
all of it — is undetected from
outside. It cannot be spotted
amid the smoke and fury of the
public clashes in the Chamber
of the Commons itself. The
most obvious le of that in

examp
recent ﬁars is the offer made by
Prime Minister Tony Blair, and

by Chris Moncrieff
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feel inhibited about berating the Government in public.

eagerly accepted by Liberal
Democrat leader Paddy Ash-
downyg: for some Liberal
De rats to be included on a
key Cabinet Committee.

This move puts Paddy Ash-
down's fingernails — algmugh
not much more — on the levers
of power. But it gives him and
his ﬂarty a sense of power,
which is what is important. The
cynics say (and they could be
right) that this has been done

to isolate the already be-
leaguered Conservatives at
Westminster and also to blunt
the Liberal Democrats' ability
to attack the Government when
they think fit.
or a party which has cosied
up to its enemy and which may
be privy to a limited number of
state secrets will feel inhibited
about berating the Government
in public. But whatever the

truth of the tter, this is an
example of political opponents,

who fought each other into the
ground at the hustings, realis-
ing that fraternising brings ad-
vantages to both ;
How all that is viewed. how-
ever, by the poor infantry, the
arty workers who sweated
lood during and before the
election campaign is not, of
course, even considered. The
House of Commons even em-
ploys someone — the present in-
cumbent is a man called Murdo
McLean — who liaises between
21];:1 1t]wnt:- main whips offices,
chever party is in power.
When you hear in the Com-
mons the words, "this is bein
arranged through the usua
channels”, the "usual channels"
are Murdo McLean. It means
that warring parties, which
fight each other hammer and
tongs in public, are secretly
conniving with each other for
their mutual convenience.
What they are actually doing

. they

is making life bearable for each
other. There are occasions — but
they are extremely rare — when
a Bill, for instance, is too ut-
terly controversial to brook the
idea of any kind of cooperation
between sides.

Even then, when life be-
comes too intolerable, there
may be a reluctant meeting of
opposing minds to ease an im-
possible situation. The things
that are discussed include the
timing of divisions, so that MPs
know unolfficially what time
need to be in the Chamber,
the length of time the Opposi-
tion would like to spend on spe-
cific parts of the Bill, and how
late that night they want to sit.

This prevents Bills. whether
contentious or not, prujer:tin%
the Commons into a state o
chaos and giving the green light
to an unreasonable Opposition
exploiting Parliamentary rules

- for the benefit of nobody.

It means that voices of dis-
sent get a fair but not excessive
hearing. And it brings ratio-
nality and logic to what could
otherwise become an uncon-
trollable shambles. There is
another area, too, where MPs,
otherwise hostile to each other,
reach personal agreement on a
basis which prevents them hav-
ing to stay all night and every
night in the House of Commons,
bereft of sleep.

It is called "p and it is
a system by which, for instance.
a Conservative MP has a regu-
lar "pair” who is a Labour MP.
They agree with each other —
subject to the endorsement of
the whips — both to miss spe-
cific votes, so that their absence
cancels each other out.

although officially neither
Tory nor Labour whips' offices
recognise such an ement,
they nevertheless accept that it

goes on, and do nothing to
stamp it out. Indeed, they con-
nive at it by agreeing or other-
wise to a "pairing” arrange-
ment.

Constant Accord

One area where consensus is
to be found in the current
British Parliament, and has
been so for a quarter or a cen-
tury, irrespective of which
party is in power, is over the
question of Northern Ireland.
Since the troubles reignited in
the late 1960s, there has been
constant accord on the main is-
sues between Labour and Con-
servatives, although there has
been bickering on some of the
lesser issues. [t would send out
all the wrong signals if West-
minster was itsell at war on the
best way of dealing with the
problem. Similarly, there will
always be this kind of coali-
tion, if not formal, in situa-
tions like the Falklands Con-
gict l.:rf]r the Gulfﬂgv;’]ar when

ritish troops are ting.

But it is on the tﬂﬂangf Par-
liamentary life as well, that
consensus plays an important
role. There are all sorts of all-
party clubs, like for instance
chess, bridge, cricket, football,
stamp-collecting, indeed al-
most every occupation under
the sun, where political parti-
sansh%ﬁ plays no role whatso-
ever. The doors are open to ev-
erybody!

In one recent example of
non-confrontational politics,
the former Conservative Her-
itage Minister David Mellor,
who lost his seat in the May
General Election, was named as
the chairman of the new Foot-
ball Task Force.

His job will include tackling
ticket over-pricing, improving
access to unds for the dis-
abled and cracking down on
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racism.

it was a move by Mr Blair
that went down well with soccer
fans. The Football Supporters'
Association cited Mr Mellor's

enuine ion for the sport —

e is a keen Chelsea Football
Club fan — as well as his track
record as a capable Westminster
insider.

Mr Mellor has warm rela-
tions with both the Prime Min-
ister and Sports Minister Ton
Banks, another atauncg
Chelsea fan, who will also sit
on the task force. Similarly,
there are many all-party com-
mittees which are run on ami-
cable, non-sectarian lines
which flourish at Westminster,
Equally, there is rarely any
friction with the all-party
committees when they go
abroad on fact-finding mis-
sions,

Life would be intolerable if
the hurly-burly of political
warfare, as seen in the Chamber
of the Commons, was allowed to
35:[11 over into all aspects of

estminster life. Even so,
many people believe life is like
that at Westminster. And they
were truly surprised at the oc-
casion when John Major (as
Prime Minister) had his two
arch enemies, Tony Blair and
Paddy Ashdown, publicly in fits
of laughter when he told them a
?tnl:}f about his sunburnt gold-
ish.

Outside Westminster, people
did not thérllk such camaraderie
was possible. It is not on -
sible, but essential to a?gicl the
whole edifice from collapse...

—LPS

The writer is British Sky
Television political commenta-
tor and former Chief Political
Correspondent of the Press As-
sociation

Lizeracy for Dev

by Abu Imran
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elopment

"There is no alternative to education I'}TI-"E want all round
progress and improved quality of life of the people.

NDERSCORING the need

l l for literacy, since literac
and development go hancf

in hand, September 8 has been
marked as the international
literacy day. All over the world,
this day is observed in a
befitting manner, particularly in
the under-developed world
where the need is more than
anywhere else. Keeping in line
with the tradition, Bangladesh
too observed it yesterday and
has already wunder-taken
suitable programme, primarily
to create awareness among the
masses. This may help attain
the government to achieve the
target of education for all (EFA)
by the year 2005. This may help
to improve the pace of
development since the more the
people, are educated the better
is their quality
comparison with the developed
west or Japan may not serve
our purpose, since we may not
be able to compete with them,
but comparative figures of
some indicators of a few
neighbouring countries, as
ven below, may help us un-
erstand the fact.

of life. A

sources we have, we have to
maximise its use and tap the
un-harnessed opportunities.
This could be possible by politi-
cal commitment, government
support, NGOs' and people's
cooperation.
ome of the programmes
taken by the government like
non-formal education pro-
amme, stipend for girl stu-
ents, education for the ex-
arment child workers etc. are
audable ones. But much more
in needed to be done for which
efforts of almost all people
would be required and as said
before, existing resources
— men, money and material —
are to be maximised. By this it's
meant that the existing educa-
tional institutions are to be
strengthened since here not
much money be needed. For in-
stance, schools/colleges can
run double shift or the premises
be used in the ev:ningm?lr adult
literacy or for the working -
ple. Some of the teachers tﬁ::?t‘:
could be utilized by giving some
exitra remuneration or un-em-
loyed educated youths could
* used for teaching the vast

used for education purpose are
the mosques which can be or-
anised in line with Maktab
ased education. Maktab,
which is one way or the other is
mosque based education, has
been in use for centuries where
enerally children are educated.
ut all mosques have not been
used. There are around
200,000 mosques. Almost all
mosques have an in-built sys-
tem of being equipped with in-
frastructure and resource per-
sons i.e. there are some form of
structures and Imams (the men
leading prayers) and muazins
(the men responsible for call
azan and help the Imams
who are normally educated

people.

Now let it be presumed
that all mosques are not devel-
oped evenly and many lack
proper facilities particularly the
ones in the poor areas. Then at
least 50 per cent i.e. nearly
100,000 mosques make good
number to bring them under
education programme by giving
some incentives both to the
Imams/muazins and the chil-

Criteria Indicator | Bangladesh | India | Pakistan| S Lanka | Malayasia | Thailand | Indonesia
GDP _ 4.7% 7% 6.1% | 56% 8% 8.5% 8.1%

| Population | 124m _19437m | 1332m [ 182m [206m 61.4m 197.6m
Pop. growthrate | 2.2% 2.1% | 2.9% 1.2% 2.4% 1.5% 1.6%

| Foreign debt | 148D 1852b [26.1b [ 6.4b 27.1b [62.1b 100b
Life Expectancy 56 yrs 61 yrs 62 yrs 72 yrs 72 yrs 69 yrs 63 yrs
Literacy 38.1% 52.1% 35.7% 89.3% | 89.3% 93.8% 84.4%
Urban population | 21% 27% 35% 22% 47% 36% 34%

(Figures taken from a paper read at BCS Admn. Academny seminar held on 5.6.97)

From the above figure it ma
now be clear that there is no al-
ternative to education if we
mean all round progress and
improved quality of life of the
people. But how to do it may be
the million dollar question since
we lack resources to face the
challenging task. The answer to
this may that whatever re-

majority of the un-lettered or
half educated people. Similarly,
local clubs, and local leaders
also at union and village levels
can be motivated to form edu-
cation squads to help proliferate
literacy.

One of the most important
and effective institutions that
has been ignored or partially

dren who would come to learn
there. This would be within the
'Food for education' concept
which is already in vogue. If
this continued Faithfully. and
the efforts through other and
formal systems are added, it
may not be a wonder that b

the year 2005, the target of lOg
per cent literacy achieved is !
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EN Rachel Carson pub-
lished her seminal work
Silent Spring in 1962,

the West suddenly woke up to
the realities of ecological crises
that may result from increasin
on unsafe chemi
nts. Carson died of cancer
rwards, and often the birth
of the US t's Federal
agency known as the Environ-
mental Protection Agenc
(EPA) is attributed to this wh
episode. -

in-the United Siates, e

ronmental groups (includin
NGOs). and even the Feder
government’'s EPA are occa-
sionally at odds with various
companies and interest groups
on issues related to natural re-
sources depletion and human-
induced pollution. Similar
trends are visible in Europe.

For example, recently,
British Pe um (BP) sued the
environmental group Green-
peace for BP's losses incurred
due to Greenpeace's confronta-
tional activities. Bangladesh,
;ahﬁn;gtanuwlyhr;:w coun-

' to deve a strong
industrial base (with the gar-
ment and shrimp sectors o’lzn
beset with various problems):
and our Iture is prone to
natural disasters almost every

year.

Under the circumstances.
the qovemmenl seems to be

greatly dependent on various
multinational companies,

NGOs, and donor agencies, and

The Ecological Crush

by Sarwat Chowdhury

The arsenic problem, which is not yet visible in the
capital city, has become serious in the other parts of the
country. Some experts blame this problem on the use of

ground water, others on the use of chemical agents.

mutual cooperation among
these various groups remains
extremely necessary.

In our tiny country, various
human-induced ecologiecal

'iproblemts seam: 'to be “getti

critical day by day. e air
quality in various cities, espe-
cially in Dhaka, has become
quite unbearable with the daily
emission of noxious fumes
from two-stroke engine vehi-
cles (baby-taxies) among other
sources. Young children are
particularly vulnerable to such
polluted air which cause vari-
ous complications including
rtsﬁ:-ntury problems.

e arsenic problem, which
is not yet visible in the capital
l:llg. has become serious in the
other parts of the count

Some E:Ertn blame this prob-

lem on the use of ground water,
others on the use of chemical
agents. However, we do seem to
E on the verge of a quick rem-

emerging but dangerous ecolog-
ical problems, recently we

rienced a sudden and colossal
ecological disaster at the

Magurchhara gasfield accident.

Even though we are. by no
means a very techno-ba in-
dustrial country, our man-
made ecological problems seem
to be just as harmful. As a pre-
dominantly rural country (with
a low literacy rate), most of our
citizens are unaware of the con-
sc%ucnces of such problems,
and become easy victims. Obwi-
ously, they lack any mcais_uf

Behavioural Cures

HILDREN and yow

adults with behaviour:

problems can hopefully
look forward to a side effect-
free cure. Britain's Medeva. a

pharmaceuticals company and

Chiroscience. a biotechnology
concern, have come together to
develop a purified version of
Methylephenidate. a behaviour-

controlling drug, to control
attention deficit disorder.
Chiroscience uses chiral
technology to develop purer
torms of drugs. eliminating side
effects. Methylphenidate
accounts for about 27 per cent of
Medeva's sales, mainly from
highly controlled US market.
CSE/Down To Earth

e —

voicing their opinion (if th
not know what's going on,
can they express their concerns
or make suggestions amenable
to their life-styles?)

do

ow

Non-governmental organi-
sations (NGOs), various corpo-
rations and donor agencies
have proven to be a forceful ally
of the government in keeping
the country's Pupuiatiun prob-
lem in control — with various
activities such as  publicity

i Lo e iowry SRS SRR AR
tfon to dssis

peopie, in a

the govermment in funding suc
activities. Our ecological prob-
lems are just as urgent, and it
may not be a bad idea to engage
all these forces together to come
up with a holistic policy of mu-
tual cooperation.

While faced with ecological
crises, we cannot afford to take
on a confrontational attitude as
often seen in the West. Instead,
we need to get all the groups in-
volved: those who can hefr us
solve the lj]:n'-;uI:»l«::mai directly, and
those who may have been
proven to cause the problems

and bear the responsibility to
help the country uup::J W

As we strive to establish our-
selves as a strong natiun?u\:t
cannot forget the significance
of unity” and "mutual respect
for all” just as we cannot ignore
the long-term effects of natural
and human-induced problems
Including the vital ones like the

g s

at his office yesterday.

e
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USs Amhnuldor to Bangladesh John C Holzman called on Finance Minister SAMS Kibria
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fall is
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Met Office also forecast
shower

tem
over Chit o/

at places over Chittagong and

light to moderate rain or thunder-

wind at many places

porary
Barisal, Khulna Sghtt divisions and at a

few places over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions.
temperature may remain nearly unchanged during the

Da
;:-trh:nrfv across the country.

The sun sets today at 6.08 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:43

alm.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City /Town Temperature Humidity

in Celsius in percentage

Max Min Momni Eveni

Dhaka 30.8 250 gg g
Chit 31.9 24 6 77 T7
Rajshahi 31.2 257 93 Bl
Khulna 27.8 238 100 B3
Barisal 29.5 236 100 B )

New transport
service launched

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam inaugurated a new trans-
port service, 'Maxy Human
Holler' at a ceremony held at
the Golap Shah Mazar premises
in the city yesterday, reports
BSS.

Nitol Motors Ltd and Zahid
Motors Ltd have jointly laun-
ched the service.

Addressing the ceremony
Rafiqul Islam said the new ser-
vice will ease transport prob-
lem and help reduce traffic
jams in the city.

He said introduction of such
transport services would brin
speed in city life and woul
make the movement of people
cost effective

The minister called upon the
unemployed youths to take the
{;rpurtunity of purchasing

axy cabs, having 14 seats
each. in instalments for solving
their employment problem

o o

_I_{asina in BBC interview

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said that as a result
of speedy decisions, her gov-
ernment remained active and
vibrant ;:d administering the
country resolving its prob-
lems. "My government loog cer-
tain steps which were simulta-
neously appreciated and criti-
cised,” the Prime Minister said
in an interview with the BBC,
broadcast on Friday, reports
BSS.

The Prime Minister said the
pe?k: will ju the successes
and fallures of her 14-month
old government. She said peo-
ple's expectations were h t-
ened at the very outset of the
long-term agreement with India
on the sharing of the Ganges
water.

Referring to the allegations
that the agreement completely
failed in the first year of its op-
eration, the Prime Minister
sald the criticism came from
those who were in power for five
years but took no initiative to
resolve the issue.

Hasina firmly stated that,
"We have at least succeeded in
establishing our rightful share
of the Ganges water,” adding
that the agreement has the
scope to resolve any problem
that might arise through nego-
tiations. Therefore, she main-
tained, it cannot be described as
a fallure.

The Prime Minister said as a
result of the water sharing
agreement, "We are now in a po-
sition to go for a Ganges barrage
and once the barrage is built, we
will have no water problem.”
She said it could not be said the
treaty has totally failed and it
is also not true that people did
not get any water during the dry
SeASOn.

Hasina said the Ganges-
Kabadak Project has become

operative, resulting in good
harvests thanks to the treaty.
The Prime Minister said

whatever be the controversy
surrou the ment, sci-
entists are of the opinion that
as a result of withdrawal of wa-
ters from the source in northern

India, the Farakka itself is
getting less water.
She said temporary difficul-

ties crop up due to natural fac-
tors, and added, to resolve the
problem "We also going to build
the Ganga barrage. Once it is

. we won't have to rely
on the mercy of others.”

BGMEA cnitisised

By Staff Correspondent

National Garments Work-
ers-Employees Coordinating
Council yesterday expressed its
resentment at the silence of
BGMEA over the issue Diﬁaﬂg

ants to the workers affect

the fire at Navole Garments
at Mohakhali in the city on
Saturday.

Nine organisations of gar-
ments workers at an emergency
meeting also urged the owner of
the garments factory to pay Tk
three lakh to the wards Jtht
dead workers and Tk one lakh
to the injured workers, says a

press release.

The leaders of NGWECC al-
leged that the provisions of the
Factories Act were not being
followed in the garments facto-
ries of the country. Taking ad-
vantage of their poverty. the
garments owners are oppress-

ing the E_;oor people of the coun-
Lrn#in a feudal way, they said.

They termed the BGMEA an
organisation for protecting the
interests of the owners ol gar-
ments factories.

(anges Water Treaty not a failure

Referring to the problems of
the Chittagong Hill Tracts, the
Prime Minister said her gov-
ernment took prompt decision
to resolve the long standing
problem. “Instead of assisting
us in resolving the issue, the
opposition kept itself busy to
make the problem complicated
and also to incite the people,”
she added.

The Prime Minister denied
the opposition allegation that
the government would extend
support to India in its efforts to
contain rebellion by separatists
in the north-east in exchange
for the resolution of the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts problem. She
said no such discussions were
held with India.

Hasina wanted to know how
the leader of the opposition
could instigate the people of an-
other country by stating that a
liberation war is being waged in
north-east India. She wondered
whether the leader of the oppo-
sition has the political matu-
rity to understand the implica-
tions of such a statement.

The Prime Minister made it
clear that the Special Powers
Act will continue, adding that
the country could not be run
without it. She denied having
cha her mind on the matter
and stated that it was not one of
the election pledges of the party.

Hasina said, "We spoke of re-
pealing 'black laws' and have
done so with the Indemnity Act,
which was a black law. "She
added that the leader of the op-
position was on record, while rn
power, as having said that she
cannot rule the country without
that law (Special Powers Act). "l
have said before and am saying
now, we have never used it in
the past nor would do so in fu-
ture for political reasons,” she
told the interviewer.

Health Minister
inaugural of a TFIPP orientation workshop at a city hotel
on Sunday.

Salauddin

Kim Jong Il
greeted

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday felicitated Kim
Jong [l. Chairman of the
National Defence Commission
of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (DP on
the founding anniversary of his
country, reports BSS.

In a message. the President
said the existing friendship and
cooperation between the two
countries would be further
strengthened in the years to
come.

In a separate message Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina felici-
tated Kim Jong 11, on the found-
ing anniversary of his country.

Obituary

Shamsuddin Ahmed
Giicas of AR, (s valdmrdiay ot
. di at
the Holy Family Hoapital in the
city.
yHe was 65, says a press re-
lease.

Yusuf addressing the

Workshop on
TFIPP held

By Staff Correspondent

An orientation workshop on
‘Thana Functional Improve-
ment Pilot Project’ (TFIPP) for
members of parliament of the
project districts was held in the
city on Sunday, says a press re-

lease.

Inaugurating the workshop
at a cily hotel Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Salauddin
Yusuf said, "The Thana Func-
tional Improvement Pilot Pro-
ect (TFIPP) is a good example of

ow best we can man the
thana health system through
bottom-up planning.”

TFIPP. a European Union
funded government project, is

implemented with a view
to ensuring provision of im-
ﬁ:wed health care services to
rural people in six districts

of the country.

During the worki
of the workshop, the MPs iden-
tified the problems of t

health s m and some
li in this regard.

session



