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Sports world
pays homage
to Diana

. UNDATED, Sept 7: From the
1I0C meeting in Lausanne,
Switeerland, to the Notre Dame

in South Bend, Indiana.
sports their respects to
Princess Diana on the day of
her funeral, AP.

In some places there was a
moment of silence Saturday, at
others., athletes and officials
also wore black ribbons or

"The 10C this morning paid

5

tribute to Di, the Princess
of Wales, and also to Mother
Teresa for their humanitarian
activities,” 10C t Juan
Antonio Samaranch said after
the close of the IOC session that
selected Athens as the host of
the 2004 Games.

Princess Anne, Diana's for-
mer sister-in-law and a British
member of the I0C, called off

her to the
ere the kick of the

Notre Dame-Georgia Tech
American football . there
was a moment of silence for
Princess Diana and Mother
Teresa. who died Friday.

In New York, British tennis
star Greg Rusedski wore a black
ribbon on his shirt in the US
Open semifinal against
Sweden's Jonas as a

in racing overalls

to Diana, standing
in front of the pits for
ute s ore the

official qunllgtni for
he Italian Gran rix

SItulﬂaﬁﬂ
Two tish drivers, reign-
ll-aﬁ world champion Damon
and Johnny Herbert, wore
black armbands.
Two British gold medal-

winning ruvir%;r;m led by

c stars ave
mnthcw Hnumr:
black ribbons and bowed their
heads on the podium at the

World Championship at
Chambery, France, when they

41
A
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about it." said
Elisabet Henshilwood, a
member of the winning wom-

L]

en s team.

The Irish soccer team, many
of whom were born in England
of Irish tage, wore black

armbands during their 4-2
World Cup win over Iceland in
Reykjavik. :

Sports Reporter

A nine-week long kabadi
training course, organised by
B&nﬂa esh Kabadi Federation
(BKF) for the Dhaka based
school students, will begin at
the kabadi court near Dhaka
Stadium next Thursday.

The course will be held on
every Thursday and Friday un-
der the supervision of national
coach Abdul Jalil.

The BKF yesterday named 42
school students to attend the
course. The boys were selected

the training committee of
the federation on Saturday
based on their performance in
the schools kabadi tournament
last month.

The selected boys are: Mah-
fuz Alam, Abu Bakar Siddigue
and Azimuddin on Nawabpur
Govt High School, Khairul, Ab-
dul Razzak and Ataur Rahman
of Ansar and VDP High School,
Shariful Islam, Barkatullah
and Mofazzal Hossain of AK
High School, Ashish Kumar,
Abul Hossain and Suruj Miah
of Dolaipar High School,
Shafiqul Islam, Nazrul and
Shafiqul Islam of Sharmin
Textiles Mills Model High
School, Delwar Hossain, Mo-
barak Hossain and Russell of
Maniknagar Govt Prima
School, Matiur Rahman. i
Kawsar, Mahmudul Hasan, Nur
Nabi and Shahabuddin of BDR
School and College, Din Islam,
Tariqul Salam and Masumur
Rahman of Razarbagh Police
Lines High School, Jewel Rana,
Shariful Islam, Mustafizur
Rahman and Akbar Hosain of
Shaheed Nabi Hi School,
Noor Hossain and Hasan of
Haider Ali School and College,
Iftikharuddin, Imran and Rai-
hanul Islam of Motijheel Govt
High School, Farhad, Bappi and
Hannan of Millat hool,
Didarul Haque and Faisal of
Maniknagar model High
School, Juder Alam of Tami-
juddin High School and Abu Su-
fian of Bhashantek High
School.

Roberto, Sugar Ray
fight Down Under?

SYDNEY, Sept 7: A fourth
bout between long-time boxing
rivals Roberto Duran and
Ray Leonard has been ti
Down Under, :

Australian promoter Bill
Mor said Tuesday he had
been ing with United States
agent Mike Acri, who deals with
both boxers.

Mordey said Leonard, of the
US, would likely have one more
fight before a fourth showdown
wl}h his Panamanian arch-ri-
val.

Leonard. 41, emerged from
retirement earlier this year. He
was the first man to win a world
title in five different divisions.

Duran, 46, won universally
recognized world titles in four
separate divisions.

He ended Leonard's unbeaten
record in June 1980 with a 15
round points win in their clash
for the World Boxing Council
welterweight title.

for
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Kabadi course -

KATHMANDU, Sept 7:
Bangladesh virtually went out
of the race for first South Asian

Football Federation (SAFF)

Championship after they suf-

fered a 0-3 defeat against India

in a vital Group B match at the

Dasarath Stadium here today,
s UNB.

But they have a slim chance
to reach the semifinals if India
beat the Maldives 4-0.

Bangladeshi booters were in
the driving seat for most of the
match but India earned a com-
fortable victory in the end.

After struggling for 74 min-
utes, famed winger IM Vijayan
scored twice in a span of three
minutes and Bhaichaung
Bhutia netted the other.

After the 74th minute goal,
Bangladesh lost their rhythm.

Vijayan neat doubled the
margin with a placing shot

Kushtia DSA
budget okayed

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Sept 7: The an-
nual general meeting of the lo-
cal District Sports jation

was held here on Saturday with
D:pu&f Commissioner AFM
Serajul Islam in the chair. The
meeting unanimously passed
the association’'s budget for the
1997-98 fiscal. -

from close range.

Later, Vijayan was adjudged
man-of-the-match by the local
daily Gorkha Patra.

Indian wonder boy Bhutia
headed the third goal two min-
utes before the final whistle.

Bangladesh started in an at-
tacking mode and managed
three close attempts during the

SAFF,
harmypionshyp

first-half, but Nakib, Alfaz and

Arman spoiled the chances.

Bangladesh coach Otto Pfis-
ter said, "The first Indian goal
was lucky one which changed
the course of the game. Our boys
have no physical problems, but
they lost concentration in the
last moment."

" Yellow cards: Jewel Rana
(Ban) and Tusher Rakshit

(India)

TEAMS

BANGLADESH: Biplob,
Hasan Al Mamun, Jewel na,
Rajani, Prodip, Masud Rana,
Ejrman, lqbadl* aﬁ#}% A]lfaz

a ,and N .

Pﬁm" Juje Siddi, Rupgerta
Fernandez, Franky Banetto,
Jeevan, Mares (Jamil Khalid),
KV Dhonesh, JO Paul, Areheni,
Carlton Cahpman, Bruno
Coutinho Amit Das),
Bhaichaung Bhutia, IM Vijayan
and Ramon Vijayan (Tusher
Rakshit).

Referee: Talib Osman
(Malaysia).

Monday's match: Srl Lanka
vs Nepal.

GROUP B STANDING
Team MWD LGF GA Pts
India § SCE G B ¢ T 0 3
Maldives 1 0 1 0 1 1 1
Bangladesh 2 0 1 1 1 3 1

BAF basketball

TANGAIL, Sept 7: BAF Base
Bashar defeated Air Headquar-
ters Unit 83-69 in the inaugural
match of the Bangladesh Air
Force inter-base basketball
championship which got un-
derway at the BAF base Pa-
harkanchanpur here today,
says a press release.

In another game BAF base
Matiur Rahman beat the hosts
74-37.

Sport

Booters suffer setback |

Romania's Gina Gogean performs her routine during the women's floor competition at the

World Gymnastics Championshi

captured the gold medal.

'"Flying eleph

ps in the Swiss city of Lausanne

-_'-'_—-—-‘-—-—-—

ant' takes a

yesterday. Gogean
«~ AFP/UNB photo

popularity drive

Japhet Ncube writes from Harare

Twice voted Zimbabwe's soccer player of the year and the first player from his country
to sign for a premier British club, Peter Ndlovu was a national hero. Today, reports

Gemini News Service, he is treated more like a villain.

O many African soccer

S:tnrts now play in Europe
that conflicts of interest

are begining to arise over
dmmﬁ%lrnuﬂ on them by their
national teams.

The latest to fall foul of the
clash of interests is Zimbab-
wean striker Peter Ndlovu,
twice voted his country's star-
of-the-year by a panel of sports
writers and now a forward with
the English team Coventry City.

Accusations of big-headed-
ness and lack of patriotism are
being heaped on "the flying ele-
phant” for his refusal to play in
a World Cup match against
Togo.
"He thinks he is a god" said a
furious Vincent Pamire, vice-
chairman of the Zimbabwe
Football Association (ZIFA).
"Peter showed us that he no
longer has a heart for his coun-
try. He has let down us many
times before, but this time we
are stretched to the limit."

Ironically, Ndlovu was in
Zimbabwe at the time, attend-
ing the annual th tourna-
ment he founded in 1995 with
the aim of developing soccer in
the townships.

His presence in the country
made Pamire even er. He
says the association was led to
believe the 24-year-old striker
was commitied to his British
team, "When in fact he was
hiding in Bulawayo, doing his
own business.

"He should know that the na-
tion comes first and his youth
tournament comes later."

Although the match was of
little importance since Zim-
babwe had already been
knocked out of the Cup, man
fans say the striker shoul
make it clear whether he gives
priority to his career with
Coventry and his own enter-
prises or whether he remains a
commitment to Zimbabwe's
national team.

Zimbabwean newspapers
depict Ndlovu as an arrogant
young man who deserted his
country when it needed him.
But there is another side to the
story.

After he was omitted from
the national uad for an
Africa Cug of Nations qualifier
against Ghana in July, his
brother Madinda said that Pe-
ter could no longer play for
Zimbabwe because ZIFA had
"secretly” withdrawn insurance
cover for him.

Said Madinda: "My brother
has asked me to put the record
straight When he got injured
during one of Zimbabwe s World
Cup campaigns. he was shocked
to discover that the insurance

cover had been withdrawn and
Coventry City had to foot the
bill. Coventry City officials
were not happy, and told Peter
80"

Madinda, himself an out-
standing player, added that Pe-
ter had tried to meet ZIFA offi-
cials to discuss the matter, but
had been snubbed.

Counters Pamire: “Who is he
to order us into a meeting? Pe-
ter is not special. He is like
other internationals — Norman
Mapeza (who plays for Altay in
Turkey), Wilfred Mugeyi (Um-
tata Bush Bucks, South Africa),
Vitalis Takewira (Kansas City
Wizz, United States) and Bruce
Grobelaar (formerly Liverpool
and Southampton in England).

"When called for national
duty, they come home. without
complaining. Are they not play-
ing professionally like him?

"We have no regrets about ax-
ing him from our squad if he
remains unrepentant. We would
not accept a player who brings

conditions into the team.”
Pamire even went to the news-
papers to urge the nation to
'Forget about Peter. He is not
committed.”

Zimbabwe coach lan Porter-
field is equally dismissive:
‘Let’'s not waste time talking
about Peter. One man is not a
team. ] will build a team from
those committed to playing for
the country. There are a lot of
good players here. After all, Pe-
ter Hasn't been playing here for
nearly two years. "

Several players who ap-
peared alongside Ndlovu in his
club days in Zimbabwe joined
in the criticisms. Said one:
"Once you have plﬁycru in the
leam who set conditions, you
have a disaster.

“You will also find that when
[oreign-based players are called
for national duly, some come
late for camp, sometimes a day
or two before a crucial match.
This has affected Zimbabwe's
campaigns in the World CuP
and Africa Cup of Nations.
ZIFA chairman Mugabe ar-
gues that international soccer
regulations stipulate that na-
tional team players should be
insured by their respective
clubs.

‘In Peter's case, Coventry
must insure him against in :
ZIFA does not insure pla;;?
and this is standard practise
worldwide,” insists Mugabe.

Ndlovu has reason to be
wary. Several players have run
into serious problems after in-
uries sustained while pla
or the national team. E:"w?ﬁ
them. Willard Khumalo and
Rahman Gumbo. both of whom
pla alongside Ndlovu at club
and national level, had their
careers cul short by such in-
juries.

Public disapproval follows
hot on the heels of the near-
universal support given him
last year over news of the
break-up of his relationship
with a British woman and a
subsequent court case in which
he was ordered to pay £1,000 in
rent arrears.

Ndlovu, who be to Zim-
babwe's most succm SOCCET -

playing family, owns a flour-
ishing hardware business in
Zimbabwe with Madinda and
other brother Adam

They all formerly played for
one of the country's top clubs,
Highlanders, causing a heada-
che for the management when
they all left for international
careers.

Madinda is now back at
Highlanders, as coach, while

am plays for a Swiss first

— Gemind

division teamn

Intra-Global

school chess

Sports Reporter
Roni Rahman of Dhaka Col-
legiate School and Jainal Abe-
din of Vedarganj High School
were leading the Intra-Global
school chess tournament table

jointly with four points each at

the end of the fourth round at
the NSC chess room yesterday.
In Sunday's round, Roni de-
feated Sahul| of Aga Khan H
School while Jainal earned a
walkover against Abul Hayat

Manik.

Sabbi Ahmed Sentu of
Narayanganj ngh School was
trailing the leaders by half a
point.

Besides, six players — Nazir
Salehin, Reza, Mehdi, Imam,
Manik and Mian, were at the
crowded third place with three
points each on completion of

the fourth round.

Cute Div 1
h’ball

Sports Reporter
West Jatrabari Kishore
Sangha and Satirtha Club
shared points as the lone Cute
First Division handball league
encounter ended in a 26-26
draw at the handball court ad-

jacent to the Dhaka Stadium

yesterday.
In a see-saw match, West Ja-
trabari led the first half 12-11.
Kanak of West Jatrabari and
Satirtha Club's Saidul netted

| Wosz.

nine goals each.

In today's match at the same
venue, Bangladesh Air Force
will, take on Dhaka Mariner
Youngs Club at 4:30 pm.

Vogts turns to
Thon, Linke

BERLIN, Sept 7: German
team boss Berti Vogts today
summoned Schalke defenders
Olaft Thon and Thomas Linke
to join his 18-man squad for
Wednesday's World Cup quali-
fier against Armenia in Dort-

mund, Reuter,
Vogts badly needed new de-
fenders after Stefan Reuter hurt

a stomach muscle in Saturday's
1-1 draw with Portugal in
Berlin and Juergen Kohler re-
ceived his second yellow card in
the competition which means

he will be suspended.

Thon. who last played for
Germany in 1993, should play
alongside Thomas Helmer in
central defence.

Borussia Dortmund's 21-
year-old striker Lars Ricken
also joins the squad.

Despite playing his eighth
international match without a

oal in Berlin, captain Juergen
linsmann should start the
game in Dortmund, which will
mark his 100th appearance for

Germany.
Germany, second in Euro-
m G : one point be-
~need to

win this, and their final

up gameé, against Albania on
m{l rll lnIElnnovr.r. to make
sure of a place in next year's
} World Cup finals in France.

A win and draw should still
allow them to qualify on goal
difference.

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Oliver Kahn,
Andreas Koepke.

Defenders: Markus Babbel,
Thomas Helmer., Thomas
Linke, Jens Nowotny, Olaf
Thon, Christian Woerns.

Midfielders: Mario Basler,
Thomas Haessler, J Hein-
rich, Michael Tarnat, Dariusz

= o

Strikers: Oliver Bierhofl,
Fredi Bobic, Ulf Kirsten, Juer-
gen Klinsmann, Lars Ricken.

Sydney learns
from Atlanta

LAUSANNE, Sept 7: Organi-
sers of the 2000 Olympics in
Sydney outlined their strategy

ursday for avoiding a repeat
of the chaos that occurred at the
opening ceremony at last year's
Atlanta Games. reports AP.

Atlanta organisers were crit-
icised fm.;u%cl;}}:rl i;lnd confusion
experien athletes as t
entered the stadium for the tt'h:j-r
ditional march aronind the
track.

Australian O ¢ Commi-
ttee president JJKL" g‘oaten said

the athletes’ entry could be
improved by having more
marshalls.

Athletes would come from
an Olympic Village located
closer to the stadium than at
past . he said.

¢ athletes would march
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cene from the fourth round of the Intr-Gluha school chess

Sports Council chess room yesterday.

, The, Dutly Sar 11

tournament at the National
— Star photo

nine abreast and would be en-

mura%ed to march as quickly as
possible, Coates said.
Sydney’'s preparations for

the games earned praise from

the International Olympic
Committee.
[OC director general

Francois Carrard referred to
the Australians’ latest progress
report to the I0C session as
"'remarkable.” -

"It was a comprehensive
report and | think the session

was im . he said.
l Responding to questions
about what further the or-

isers faced in the l:umlgf
months, Carrard said it was dif-
ficult to single out particular is-
SLIES.

the best fi R:l i

e games ever for t

2000." he said. i
At an earlier briefing, the

Sydney organising committee's

resident, Michael Knight, said:

| “The challenge is to

cent. There is still a long way to

I . But it's encouraging that the

OC session feels we are on the

right track.”
“They were kind enough to

| say it's unusual to have an or-

ganising committee that is not

| only prepared to talk about

thlﬂgk- but prepared to listen as
well.

Meanwhile, organisers an-
nounced that an extra alloca-
tion of tickets will allow more
Australians to see the games.

e cannot afford to be compla- -

Bid to buck up Indian boys

NEW DELHI, Sept
7: The Indian
cricket selectors,
today gave a pep-
talk to the players

A s | undergoing their
conditioning camp Egrﬂgfﬂr the
forth coming twin one-day seri-
es against Pakistan in Canada
and Pakistan, reports PTL
Chairman of selectors and
former Test paceman, Rama-
kant Desai, arrived here and

joined the other four selectors

to watch the players train for
the third day at the Airforce
ground in Palam.

The present selection panel
had picked the last team of
their tenure when they finalised
the team on August 29 as their
term ends in September. but
were asked by the BCCI to meet
the players here.

ey met the players in the
dressing room for about 15
minutes after the session. "We
s?okc to just encourage the
players, to motivate them to
start winning again,” Samb-
aran Banerjee. the selector from
east zone said.

Newly appointed vice-cap-

tain Ajay Jadeja was the lone
member missing as he was in-
disposed. The Haryana player
had also missed yesterday's
SeSsion.

The selectors’ meeting with

the players was reportedly to
encourage better communica-
tion between the senior and ju-
nior players.

The Indian team has under-

gone a lot of changes in the last

BVEF’s course
Sports Reporter

A four-day course on the
rules and regulations of volley-
ball for the physical and sports
instructors of different Dhaka
based schools, will begin in the
city from September 13 under
the auspices of Bangladesh Vol-
leyball Federation (BVF).

This has been organised as
part of federation's programme
to promote the game.

Anybody interested may en-
list their names at the BVF of-
fice located at the NSC wooden
floor mnasium direct or
through the following tele-
phone number—9556352.

couple of tours, Two aspiring
all-rounders from Maharash-
tra's Hrishikesh Kantikar and
Punjab's Harvinder Singh are
newcomers. Orissa's seamer
Debashish Mohanty and
Mumbai left-arm spinner
Nilesh Kulkarni have just one-
tour experience.

The pace attack is again
without Javagal Srinath, recu-
perating from the rotator cuff
tear he suffered prior to the tour
of the West Indies in April, and
his Karnataka teammate
Venkatesh Prasad looks de-
pleted. Besides, leg-spinner
Anil Kumble has also been
rested to regain his wicket-
taking sharpness.

Abey Kuruvilla and
Mohanty are expected to share
the new ball with Prasad.
Kuruvilla too, despite his expe-
rience at the domestic level, is a
relative newcomer at the inter-
national stage.

The selectors do not nor-
mally turm up together at con-
ditioning camps and their pres-
ence and pep-talk should bring
the players closer to perform
collectively.

Samaranch shows sympathy?

oy LAUSANNE, Sept
7: Olympic chief

(w Juan Antonio Sa-
maranch on Sa-

turday encouraged

w wo Town ta
make another bid to bring the
Summer Games to Africa for
the first time, saying it had a
very strong case, reports Reuter.

Hel by an emotional plea
from South African President
Nelson Mandela, Cape Town
made it thmth to the penulti-
mate round of Friday's Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (I0C)
vote to stage the 2004 Games.

Athens won the fifth and fi-
nal round of voting in a head-
to-head with Rome.

Asked if he thought it was
time for Africa to stage the
Games, 10C president Sama-
ranch said: "May be yes. It is the
Eﬂt continent never to have

he Games.
"Yesterday Cape Town got a
very good result . . . if it runs

again, Cape Town will be very
strong in 2008."

ter Friday's decision to
bring the Games back to Europe
in 2004 following the next
Games in Sydney in the year
2000Q. The 2008 pies would

. be expected to go to a country

from outside of Europe.

Cape Town produced one of
the best presentations to the
IOC on Friday, combining well-
made videos with a powerful
message that the Olympics in
Africa would be "Games of
Hope" for millions of people.

In the vote for 2008, which is
due to take place in 2001, Cape
Town is ted to have an ex-
cellent chance of winning.

As one Cape Town official
put it in Lausanne: "The differ-
ence with our Olympic bid is
that it is the only one that can
help get kids off the streets. It
would provide a huge boost to
our economy.”

So far only one city — Osaka
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league match between West Jatrabari Kishore Sangha and

of Japan — had said officially
that it wants to host the Games,
Samaranch said.

But he added: "] think that in
2008 there will be more than 10
candidates.” )
-~ Barn +old & new eon-
ference “that the victory of
Athens, which last month
staged a well-run World Athlet-
ics Championships, would have
a major impact on Greece.

He said the 10C members
may have felt they owned a debt
to the Greeks after turning
down their bid for the Centen-
nial Games in 1996 which went
to Atlanta. Those Games turned
out to have major organisa-
tional problems.

"The best was the winner,"” he
sald. "l was in Athens for the
World Track and Field Cham-
pionships and the opening cer-
emony in the old stadium was
one of the best opening cere-
monies — Olympic or non-
Dlyml})ic — that | have seen in
my lile.

"We fully trust our Greek
[riends. May be it will be very
important for Athens and also
for Greece . . . may be the I0OC
members had in mind that
there was bitterness in the
country when they lost in 1990.

There was a kind of historic
debt.
"They had an opportunity to

do something about the debt
and did it."
The 2004 campaign was

sometimes controversial with
some candidates criticising
their rivals and accusations
made that some cities broke
Olympic rules by offering gifts
to the members who voted for
the venue in a meeting of the
10C's session.

But Samaranch said he be-
lieved it had been a successful
selection Ss.

“In the last few days there
have been some nervous peo-

Satirtha Club at the court near Dhaka Stadium. ppmic. E,.“.'d;nuf{l ?f;ﬂhg:
— Star photo | some years ago.”
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