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BOMBAY., Sept 5: Indian
cricket captain Sachin
Tendulkar gave evidence on
Thursday to a one-man com-
mission inquiring into a bet-
lil“njz and bribery scandal olli

s said, reports Reuter

Two former skippers. Sunil
Gavaskar and
Azharuddin, also appeared be-
fore the commission headed by
Yeshwant Vishnu
Chandrachud. a former chief
justice of India’'s Supreme
Court.

The players. bound by in-
quiry rules, would not comment
on what happened at the hear-
ing.

The commission was set up
by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) after
former Indian all-rounder
Manoj Prabhakar alleged that a
teammate had offered him

to throw away matches.

Rashid Latif, former
Pakistan wicketkeeper, had
also alleged that pla

involved in large scale bribery

and betting.

The commission has been
asked "to find out whether there
is any truth in the charges that
have been made of betting and
bribery against some members
of the Indian team.,”
Chandrachud told reporters.

Former Test player Sandeep
Patil and wicket keeper Nayan
Mongia, dropped from a forth-
coming one-day series in
Teronto and Pakistan, were
also heard by the commission
on Thursday.

The commission has so far
called 12 people in four-si
since its in June.

Chandrachud said he was

the end of the inquiry
but would not say when his

findings would be ready.

Thorpe smites |

Glamorgan

LONDON, Sept 5: Surr
Graham Thorpe scored a stylish
unbeaten century against
Glamorgan on Thursday to
frustrate the championship

hopefuls, reports Reuter.
pr.-f Thorpe was 140 not out at

. The Oval as Surrey closed on
324 for six — a lead of 90.

The visitors had been ex-
pected to take the maximum 24
points, and Surrey were always
on the back foot before Thorpe's
heroics gave them some breath-

s ird:placcd
Gloucestershire, set 482 to win

a rampant Kent, finished day

ree on a miserable 59 for four,
practically ending their 1997
championship campaign.

Kent, joint top of the table at
the start of this game, finally
called off the punishment by
declaring their second 1nnlngn
at 432 for four.

YorkshitYe's ' Headingley
clash “with Worc¢estershire
looked to be heading for a
stalemate as the visitors, reply-
ing to a total of 501 for seven
declared, closed on 313 for six.

Craig White reached an un-
beaten 172 from 167 balls as
Yorkshire prolonged their first
innings into the third da lhen
Worcestershire a eg to
on course for a substantial rc-

ly as Phil Western and Graeme
ick added 91 in 26 overs for
the second wicket.

A minor collapse had the
visitors in a spotmot bother
before Gavin Hamilton took
charge with a battling 62 and
former Yorkshire wicketkeeper
Steve Rhodes finished unbeaten
on 46.

Durham skipper David Boon
roved the only irritant to
arwickshire in making 48 not

out at Chester-le-Street as his
side followed on after being
diﬂmluaed for 118,

ey closed on Thursday on
120 fur five, still 174 behind
and looking certain to suffer
their first h championship
defeat of ason.

Former and under-19
captain Marcus Trescothick hit
65 as Somerset ended the third
day on 174 for five in their sec-
ond i against Middlesex,

alead of 1

Dominic Cork. an emer,
Derbyshire opener in place
the injured Adrian Rollins, hit
back for his county after Kevin
Curran's 86 had helped
Nnrthamgtnnshire to a hc thy

Cork reached
um as

linished the day on 59 for one.
Mathew Dowman's 62 helped
Nottinghamshire t® overcome
the loss of Tim Robinson
as they set about building upon
a lea nf 31 handed to them

skipper John '

St hmanndedared hjndnn
for six in the ho
set a target on the a]da},rat

Trent Bridge.

ohammad |

FLUSHING MEA
DOWS, Sept 5. The
US and USTA
flags have been
flying at half-
_.' mast over the

National Tennis Centre here
since the tragic death of
Princess of Wales Princess
Diana in Paris.

The carnival atmosphere
was touched by tinge of sorrow
but nothing remains static. The
show must go on

Flushing Meadows can boast
of a new stadium christened af-
ter the name of one of the coun-
try's greatest tennis players
Arthur Ashe, who died of AIDS.
This is probably the largest
tennis stadium built anywhere
in the world that can accom-
modate 23,000 spectators, a
staggtring figure indeed for a

ctator game like tennis,
w ch is nowhere near the pop-
ularity of basketball or base-
ball in the United States. Even
during the US
tennis and its celebrity pla
take a back seat to baseball in
the local print and electronic
media.

The new stadium is identical
in shape as the Louis
Armstrong Stadium which has
lost its Number One rating but
remains as important as be-

fore. The new stadium has been
designed by Rossetti Associate
Architects and the 8 254 mil-
roject has “Transformed
ject corner of one of the
wnrld s most poorly desi
parks into a place approa
civic stature.”
Herbert Muschamp of The
York Times newspa

The southern
main entrance to the USTA
National
adorned by the
stored unisphere, the immense
steel globe that was the sym
of the 1964-65 World's Fair. But
the eastern entrance is gener-
ally used for the main entry to

icturesque but compact
plex because the subway 7
train and also the Long Island
Rail Road surface trains stop at
the heart of the Shea Stadium,
home of baseball in New York
Park tennis
complex. Those who commute
by train alight at this stop and
walk down the ramp to the en-
trance. But for coming here for
the whole fortnight to watch
ht sessions
ium and

accordin

p aza is the

Centre
recently re-

Tennis

the Corona

n the news of

in the
17 other

the day-ni
main sta
courts one needs a pair of strong
and reliable legs and of course a
It's all concrete
and less green here, and if you
are tired and looking for a

healthy heart.

drink you should be pretty sure
of your purse. souvenir
shops, lots of them inside the
complex, doing good business
but at the expense of only the
rich, The price tags can cause
you nightmares,

Facilities for the media are
excellent with two very large
media workroom with about
700 lockers and 400 desks fit-
ted with TV sets and telephones
(pay phones). About 1200 medi-
amen from New Zealand to
Nigeria and Bangladesh to
Britain have come to cover the
last Grand Slam of the year.

Tennis is still considered
here as rich people's pastime.
But with sponsorships of large
companies the idea will soon

change.

In the new facility the sec-
ond and third levels have ex-
clusive boxes and suits for peo-
ple who can afford the comfort
of an airconditioned accommo-
dation fitted with TV and
equipped with a bar and bal-
cony that can cost a fortune. But
there are thousands of individ-
uals or organisations who can
afford to spend that kind of
money — at least once a year —
for the improvement of the

ame, specially in the United
tates ol America.

Sport

TOKYO, Sept 5:
Jamaican sprin-
ter Merlene Ottey
will have a chance
to assuage her
disappointment
in Athens by challenging new
queen Marion Jones in the
Tokyo international athletic
meeting here Saturday. reports
AFP,

The 37-year-old sprinter,
who was overshadowed by
American Gail Devers in the
Barcelona and Atlanta
Olympics, failed to win her
first-ever 100-metre world title
after a false start last month in
Athens.

Ottey did not hear the recall
and hit the 50-metre mark be-
fore she realised she was the
only one running. She eventu-
ally ended at seventh in a re-
run.

Jones emerged as the new
sprint queen after the 21-year-
old American former basket-
ball player won the photo fin-
ish final against Zhanna
Pintusevich of Ukraine with
her best of 10.83.

the disappointment of
fans, Devers and fellow
American Atlanta Olympie
bronze winner Gwen Torrénce
as well as Christine Arron of
France, fourth in the World
Championships, pulled out of
the Tokyo meeting.

Pintusevich will skip the
100m and compete against
Merlene Frazer of Jamaica and
American Inger Miller in the

200m, the distance she won in
Athens.,

A total of seven Atlanta

MERLENE OTTEY
Olympic winners,
champions and :ight world

recor hh.l;icr;
the 13
events -

[}unuvan

13 world

(¢, part in
ne wornet s

Igailry of Canada,
who set a world record of 9.84 to
win the Atlanta
won't get a chance to avenge his
loss in Athens to American new
star Maurice
men's 100m race.

Instead, Batley will take on
world bronze medalist Tim
Atlanta fourth
Mitchell and

Olympics,

Greene in the

Montgomery,
placer Dennis

Ottey's opportunlty knocks

Streets Thompson, all from the
United States.

World and Olympic silvér
medalist Frank Fredericks of
Namibia is the top favourite in
lhe men's 200m after dual

{mprc champion Michael

nson withdrew with a leg
in_]-ur}r.

Other prominent athletes
are six-time world pole vault
champion Sergey Bubka of
Ukraine, No dine Morceli of
Algeria in the 1.500m, high
jumper Javier Sotomayor of
Cuba and Czech javelin thrower
Jan Zelezny.

Denmark's Kenyan-born
former world record holder
Wilson Boit Kipleter will take
on current holder Bernard
Barmasai of Kenya in the 3.00m

st chase. |
f:‘la"l:lz-.m.'-.1]41': world champions to

compete are Cathy Freeman of

Australia in the 400m, '

Ludimila Engouist of Sweden in
the 100m hurdles and Nezha

Bidouance of Morocco in the
400m hurdies.

Hanne Haugland of Norway
in the high jump, Ludmilla
Galkina of Russia in the long
jump, and Beatrice Faumuina
of Zealand in the discuss
are also on the list. :

There will be a sad note to
the meeting as nine-time
Olympic champion Carl Lewis,
who had set an old world 100m
record at the National Stadium
here in 1991, is not entered in
any official events.

The 36-year-old American
legend, in his last competitive
season, will instead run an ex-
hibition race with local junior
high school students.

IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch presenting a gold medal to a member of the Chi-
nese men's team at the World Gymnastics Championships in Lausanne on Sept 4. The Sino

team won the event for the third consecutive time.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Athens to host
2004 Games

LAUSANNE, Switzerland,
Sept 5: Athens was today named
by International Olympic
Committee President Juan An-
tonio Samaranch as the host
city for the 2004 Olympic
Games, reports AFP.

Rome, Cape Town, Buenos
Alres and Stockholm were the

Stade de France
beats the clock

PARIS, Sept 5: Workers will
begin laying the pitch in the
Stad: de France — venue of the

ning game and final of the

8 World Cup tournament —
m:xt week, a month ahead of
schedule, Reuter.

It will about two weeks
to lay the approximately 9,000
squares of grass seeded a year
ago at a nursery near Fonta-
inebleau, south of Paris.

France's new stadium will
take over all national football
and Rugby Union commitments
from the Parc des Princes

und from its inauguration in

anuary.

It is estimated the 80,000-
seat stadium, begun in May
1995, will have cost 2.6 billion
francs (425 million dollars) by
its completion at the end of
November.

The World Cup hosts will
play a friendly against Spain at

thc inauguration and a week |

later the stadium will hold the
first of France's two home
games of the season’'s five na-

tions Rugby Union champi- |

onship.

The Stade de France will
stage a total of nine World Cup
matches during the tourna-
ment, which starts on June 10
and ends on July

The Swedes
no comment

VIENNA, Sept 5: Swedish
soccer officials said on
Thursday they would not
protest against FIFA's decision
to allow the World Cup qualify-
ing match between their Group
Four rivals Scotland and
Belarus to be rescheduled from
Saturday to Sunday, reports
Reuter.

However, the Swedes will
ask FIFA to ensure Belarus
players are able to return home
as quickly as possible in order
to have enough time to prepare
for their September 10 match
against Austria in Minsk.

The game was rescheduled
because of the funeral on
Saturday of the Princess of
Wales.

"We will ask FIFA to make
sure the team from Belarus are
able to return home as quickly
as possible since they will have
one day less to prepare for their
next  maich,” a4 Swedish team
spokesman said.

Swedish coach Tomm
Svensson said: "The reschedul-
ing of the match between
Scotland and Belarus is not re-
ally our concern. We understand
the pressure on the Scots to
reschedule because of the cir-
cumstances.”

"However, it does mean
Belarus have one day less to re-
cuperate for their match
against Austria.”

Bomb suspect
arrested 1n
Sweden

STOCKHOLM, Sept 5: A 28-
year-old man was arrested on

suspicion of trying to blow up

the statue that's being used as
the symbol for Stockholm's bid
for the Summer Olympics in the
year 2004, police sald Friday.
reports AP.
Police said there were
"strong reasons to believe” that
the suspect was responsible for
bombing sports stadiums in
Stockholm and Goeteborg last
month. The bombings have
jeopardized Stockholm’s
chances for being chose to stage

the Olympics.
The arrest came huurn before
the International mpic

Committee was to c o08e
among Stockholm and four
other candidates for the 2004
Games.

During Friday morning's
rush hour, police closed off t
main bridge leading from cen-
tral Stockholm to the historic
Old Town. Police said they were
searching for a suspicious ob-

ject they said may have been

placed there in the early hours
of the moming.

They lifted the barricades
several hours later. It was not
known whether anything had
been found.

TV Guide

It's teenagers' tussle

] NEW Y(}RI-(. Sept 5
(AP): age 16,
tnp—saed Mar-
tina Hingis is the
youngest of the
- women's  semifl
nalists at the US Open. She is
also the only one of the four
survivors who has ever been
this far before.
Hingis, who reached the
Open semis a year ago before

losing to eventual champions

Steffi Graf, is back again. She
faces No ﬁ Lindsay Da\rcnpurt

= b ey

A

MARTINA HINGIS
whu is beginning to fulfill her

&tlmt promise, in one of

ay's semis.

Tl’lf: other semifinal is be-
tween No. 11 Irina Spirlea, who
knocked two-time champion
Monica Seles out of the tour-
nament, and unseeded Venus
Williams, who has captivated
the crowds with her beaded
braids and big serve.

For Hingis. the Open has

"been a straight-set march

through five rounds in which
she has rarely been threatened.
"It was very easy so far for me
to pla}r this tournament”, she
said. "I took two weeks off so I
rested very well and | was ready
for the tournament.”

She arrived as the heavy fa-

vorite after winning the Aus-
tralian Open and Wimbledon.
Her only Grand Slam loss this
season came in the finals of the
French Open against Iva Ma-
joli.

Hingis has lost other

matches, though, most notably
to Davenport in Manhattan
Beach, California, in early Au-

st, her last tournament be-
re the n. That loss left the

wurld's o. 1 ranked player a
bit wary of Davenport.

LINDSAY DAVENPORT

"I lost to her there,” she said.
"There is no excuse that | was
tired because she beat me. She
hits it very hard from the base-
line. She is very aggressive and
she doesn't give you that many
opportunities to do something
yourself. She either hits a win-
ner or misses the ball. That
doesn't happen too often that

- she missed in the past. Espe-

cially here on hard-court in the
United States she is even a class
better.”

Davenport is enjoying her
finest Grand Slam tournament.
The 1996 Olympic gold medal-
ist has won 11 A Tour titles,
three of them this summer. But
she's never gotten past the quar-

terfinals of a Slam before.

She advanced by knocking
off doubles partner Jana
Novotna in windy conditions
that made every shot an adven-
ture. "I'm just really lucky I got
through," she said.

Davenport stepped up her
schedule of tournaments this
summer, hoping that more ten-
nis would J::rndu-::c better results
for her and it has paid off in the
Open. The victory over Hlnﬁi
was a nice warm-u
Open. But it hardly means
she'll have an edge in the semis.

"Each match is different,”
Davenport said. "Co out at
a Grand Slam semifinal is go-
ing to be different. I have wins
over Martina, so that will help
my confidence. I do believe [ can
beat her."

Spirlea reached her first
Slam quarterfinal at Australia
and now has taken that a step
further at the Open. She wore
down Seles in their match,
simply hitting back everything
that came her way.

"l was not going to go away,"
she said. "I was going to be on
the court to the last point, try-
ing for everythinF."

She faces a formidable op-

nent in Williams, who has
pounding serves, Her to
one was measured at 119 mp
(191 kph), five miles (eight
kilometres) faster than any of
the other women.

At 17, Williams is the first
woman to reach the Open semi-
finals in her debut since Pam
Shriver in 1978. The only other
woman to do it during the Open
era was Chris Evert in 1971.

Williams is the first un-
seeded semifinalist since Mima
Jausovec in 1976 and just the

12th unseeded semifinalist in
the history of the Open.

She has become a fan
favourite as the first black
woman to reach the Open semi-
finals since Zina Garrison in
1989. Her success comes on the
40th anniversary of Althea
Gibson breaking tennis colour
barrier and becoming the first
black to win the US champi-
onship in 1957.

Chang scrapes through

] NEW YORK, Sept

' 5: Michael Chang

saved some dign-

ity for the favour-

ites EI':IJT. the US
Open stavi

off a hrilliantpecnn{cbacﬁlghy

Chile’'s Marcelo Rios late

Thursday night to grab the last

berth in the men's semifinals,

reports Reuter.

The 10th-seeded Rios, rely-
ing on a blistering forehand,
came agoni y close to strik-
ing another blow for the Open

. underdogs by rearing back fram
| two sets down be[ure fallmg_tu

Ml{ HAEJ CHANG

second-seeded American 7-5, 6-
2. 4-6, 4-6, 6-3 in two hours and
58 minutes.

"Tonight was just an unbe-
lievable match.” said Chang,
who claimed the lone break of
the final set in the penultimate
Earn: to go ahead 5-3. "It could

ave gone either way."

Rios, cheered on by a small

but enthusiastic Chilean cheer-

ing section in the upper reaches
of the five-tiered Arthur Ashe
Stadium, gave his all and then
gave credit to Chang.

"He's a tnth guy to beat and
to heat him | made too many
mistakes at important times,”

said the 21-year-old Rios.

"He's a great player and he

. runs every ball down."

"I knew it was gninﬁ to be a
tough match. Records mean
nothing," said Chang. the 1989

1 Frenc Open champion.

"Everyone's out here fighting as
hard as he can.”

Rios, who had looked a step
slower and tentative under the
early Chang onslaught,

switched gears in the third set
and from then on gave Chang
all he could handle.

Hitting out on his devastat-
ing forehand and covering the
court with Chang-like quick-
ness, Rios, his long, I::Iack ?]on:,r-
tail bouncing behind '
broke the Hmerican twice.in the
third set to get back into the
match.

The 25-year-old Chang, the
Open runner-up last year, en-
sured at least one big-time repu-
tation among the men’s final
four by advancing to the semi;

finals agatnst lﬂth-\seed,f

wre, .. ™

PATRICK RAFTER

Patrick Rafter of Australia.

Rafter, with a game cut from
the mold of the great Aussie
Grand Slam champions of the
East charged past Magnus

arsson with a straight-sets
victo

Rafter. the 13th seed, knifed
through the chilly winds at
Arthur Ashe Stadium with
;ﬁ)lcrclng volleys to register a 7-

, 6-4, 6-2 victory over the
Swede. who had not dropped a
set in his four victories leading
to the quarterfinals.

“This is fantastic,” said the
24-year-old Rafter, who has
reached five finals in this his
best season. "l kept thinking on
the court how | was getting
closer to my dreams.”

Saturday's other men's semi-
final will pit Canadian-born
Briton Greg Rusedski against
Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman in a
hattle of non-seeds.

Bjorkman, who Thursday
advanced to the men's doubles
final with compatriot Nicklas
Kulti. owns a 4-1 career advan-

- tage over Rusedski.

Rafter, who trails Chang in
their career series 5-2, beat the
American in their most recent
encounter, in the quarterfinals
of the Open run-up event on
Long Island.

Chang carried a 4-0 career
advantage over Rios into the
quarterfinal and had never lost

a set to the talented Chilean
Ieft-hander.

But after Chang raced to a
fast start — literally leaving
skid marks on the court after

. making mind-boggling -dashése

far amazing retrievals —
reached-back and delivered
best tennis to heat up the at.tm-
sphere on a cool, windj,r ni t

"It was ve out
Rafter said a ut the wlnd “[t
was hard to hit your shots, es-
?el:ia]l],r on your serves. It made
or some pretty tense tennis out
there.”

Rafter dealt with the adverse
conditions by doing what he
does best — patrolling the net
and relying on his instincts.

“You just have to go with

our strengths,” the dark-

aired Rafter said. "I stuck with
my slice (approach), which was
working well and I didn't want
too many rallies.”

Rafter kept the rallies to a
minimum with his go-for-
broke serve and volley game
that recalled Australian greats
like John Newcombe, the last
Australian to win the Open in’
1973.

"They really were our idols”,
Rafter said about the likes of
Newcombe, Tony Roche, Roy
Emerson and Rod Laver. "They
were like gods when you were
growing up.

"Then you find out they are
really great people when you get
to meet them.”

Anton to skip
Euro meet

MADRID, Sept 5: Marathon
world champion Abel Anton
will not take part in next year's
European Championships. he
said on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

The Spanish runner said he
would miss the Budapest event
to focus on the 1999 World
Championships in Seville.

"Until then I am concentrat-
ing on running a fast time and
the European Champmnshiﬁu
are not part of my plans

- added.
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