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is perhaps never late nor
recapitulating. rather
to about an
occasion of honour that
transmits one to .
It was indeed a tribute
to the foun er-Hnn:&jn&
Director of Grameen Ba
Bangladesh, Professor
e e bt
o
credit to the downirodden
around the world. At a gala cer-
emeony in St. Paul's Church in
Frankfurt, which is meostly used
for holding big seminars and

prize-giving ceremonies rather
than g:-erf religious rites,
on 25 June 1997, the Club of

Budapest of Hungary, which
was founded in 1383. accorded
awards to leading personalities
of the twentieth century — Mi-
hail Sergeievich Gorbacheyv,
former President of the Soviet
Union, who was architect of the
dismantling of the monolithic
communist tem and estab-
lishment of the democratic pro-
cess in the Soviet Union in par-
ticular and in Eastern Europe
in general, and Professor
Muhammad Yunus, founder-

M Director of Grameen
Bank, disti ished him-
self as a innovator of
microcredit.

It may be worthwhile to
mention that the first demo-
cratic German Parliament con-
vened in St Paul's Church (now
designated a national monu-
ment) in 1848 and 1849,

The Club of Budapest de-
cided to award a Con-
sciousness Prize to such per-
sonalities who had innovated
projects immense ben-
&fit to the suffering mankind of

the world. In 1 , the first
award was given to the Presi-
dent of the h Republic, Va-

clav Havel, the renowned play-
wright. The Club of Bud t is
an international association of
globally-thinking people. Its

Professor Yunus

After the prize
25 June 1997 at Frankfurt

members are not only world-
famous personalities from polit-
ical, cultural and iﬂtuaﬁifc.
but also young and committed
artists, scientists and other
creative personages of varied
nrigu{.n and profession who aim
at the promotion of a planeta

consciousness for responsibil-
ity. Among the prominent
members of the Club are the
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and Grameen Bank
An Honour to Remember

Mohammad Amjad Hossain writes from Bonn

giving ceremony, Professor Muhammad Yunus is seen with Mihail Gorbachev, on

Dalai Lama. Sir Peter Ustinov,
the President of the Hungarian
Republic, Arpad Goez, and the
former President of Iceland,
(Mrs) Vigdis Finnbogadottier.
The award-giving ceremony
began at seven in the evening in
a Fllam-packed hall of St Peter's
Church in front of luminaries of

the world. like Mihail Gor-

bachev, Sir Peter Ustinov, Rus-

by Jim Davis

LEADS

The month-lon
tions to observe h
LEADS Corporation Limited
and Sjl]w:r J of NCR {:ll.:::;l
ness in B.nnﬂ:Mh conclu
on Aug 31 with a cultural func-
tion at BCIC Auditorium, says a
press release.

The cultural evening in-
cluded by a musi-
ﬁ maglg P L Ultat

couple, t an
Rukshana Kal:ir.p

Advisory body

formed
An 18-member advisory

celebra-

decade of

cominittee was formed in the
city recently to observe the cen-

tenary of Pabna Government
Edward in Dhaka on
December 25, reports BSS.

The menibers of the commit-

tee include: Post and Telecom-
munications Minister
hammad Nasim, State Minister
for Information Prof Abu Say-
eed, Chief Election Commis-

Mo-

sioner Mohammad Abu Hena,

members of the parliament
Waziuddin Khan, Islam
Bakul and Shamsur an

Departmen
Mannan, Joint Secretary of
ERD Anwar Hossain. Joint

Chidofmnmynfﬂannﬂjgﬁ
A Kaiser, Joint Chief of -

Khan Majlis,
of Ministry of

cations
F‘.nlntg:c Dr ibur Rah

r man.
Advocate

Ali, Chairman
of Eastern Group A K M
Saikatul Islam Tipu Biswas and
Chief Reporter of BSS
Hamiduzzaman Robi.

Pry scholarship
exam Jan 7-8

The Eg-lmury scholarshi
examina for the year 1

BUET

By Staff Correspondent

The Vice Chancellor of the
Bangladesh University of Er%
neering and Technology (BU
hosted a reception for the fresh-
ers of the First Term of the ses-
sion 1996-97 at the central au-
ditorium Monday afternoon.

Addressing the function, the

VC said that the engineers and
the architects of the country
should study hard, keeping in
mind that the technologies of
the 21st century would of a
fast changing nature.
Referring to the glorious past
of the student movements of the
country, he said that student
movement under the present
circumstances should be aimed
at improving the standard of
higher education.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Prof A K M Abdul
Kader, Prof Mizanur Rahman,
Prof Firoz Ahmed, Prof Kamrul
Ahsan and Prof Farug A U
Khan.

Donations to PM’s
Relief Fund

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday handed
over a cheque for US dollar one
lakh to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at her Jativa Sangsad
office, reports BSS.

The cheque was given by the
Malaysian Foreign Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi to
Azad for Prime Minister's Relief
Fund during Azad's visit to
Malaysia last month.

The foreign minister also
handed over another cheque for
Taka 1.5 lakh. contribution of
the officers and staff of the For-
eign Ministry and Bangladesh
Missions abroad to the Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina

Meanwhile, the Prime Min-
lEterTiﬂttrdajr received cheques
for two lakh 25 thousand
towards the Prime Minister's
Relief Fund.

The Khulna Chamber of
Cornmnerce and Industry do-
na Tk two lakh while
B4  .handhu Parishad. Saudi

Arabia Unit, donated Tk 25
thousand

PM’s directive to
expedite works of

Shaistaganj bridge
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Tuesday directed the
authorities concerned to expe-
dite the construction work of
Shaistaganj bridge on Dhaka-
Sylhet highway, reports BSS.
The 420-foot alternate bai
Il.z is being constructed
adjacent to the original bridge
which collapsed earlier.
bridTghcc -:I-;:u;truclmn of the
wi completed by the
end of the current Eﬁth. .

Commemorative book
on Anwara Bahar
published

Writer Shawkat Osman on
Tuesday recalled the glorious
contributions of late Anwara
Bahar Chowdhury, saying that
she was one of the pioneers of
women's freedom movement,
who had devoted her life to
teaching. reports BSS.

He was as the chief
guest at the publication cere-
mony of a commemorative
book, 'Anwara Bahar Chowd-
hury Smarak Gr-ntha’, at the
National Museun: auditorium.

Prof Selina Bahar Zaman,
daughter of Anwara Bahar. has
edited the publication.

Anwara Bahar began her
academic career in the
Sakhawat Memorial High
School and later, in 1938, she
graduated from Calcutta Uni-
Versily

She was the h« admistress of
Bidyamayee Girl-' High School,
Mymens' « < .1 of Kamrun-
nessa and Ba, !abazar girls
High Schools {11 [ haka.

Prof Zillur Rahman Sid-
diqui chaired the ceremony.
which was addressed. among
others. by Prof Anisuzzaman,
Selina Hossain, and Igbal Ba-
har Chowdhury. chief of Bangla
Service, VOA, and son of An-
wara Bahar.

Shawkat Osmi: sald An-
wara Bahar and her husband,
late Habibullah Bahar Chowd
hury. a former minister, were
popular figures in the literary
and cultural arena in Calcutta

i and in Dhaka.

sian emigre actor of world re-
pute, Dr Richard von Weiz-
sacker, former President of
Germany, Mrs Vigdis Finnbo-
gadottier, former President of
Iceland. It was presided over by
Dr Petra Roth, Governing May-
oress of Frankfurt.

While receiving the Award,
Professor Muhammad Yunus

said, "l strongly believe that we

5027 I

ropolitan

can acquire a world without
poverty if we want to,” while he
criticised the commercial
bankers who still refuse to give
credits to the poor people de-
spite adequate proof of the suc-
cess of Grameen Bank. The
battle against poverty is obvi-
ously more a questibn of will
than of possibility, he remarked
amidst standing arplauu_ Pro-
fessor Yunus concluded his ad-
dress with the worlds: "By hon-
ouring me, you honour the mil-
lions of people who are waiting
to put in all the hard work to
bring dignity to themselves and
to their children.”

It is really amazing to note
that the Grameen Bank of
Bangladesh has doubled its
volume of micro-credit to the
poor people in the past two
years, which now stands at USS
2 billion. This shows the dy-
namism of the concept not to
observe poverty as a given fac-
tor but to depend on the cre-
aliﬂ%nf impoverished borrow-
ers. This rapld development of
Grameen Bank also justified the
view of Professor Yunus that
credit is a human right and the
key to poverty reduction. The
Grameen Bank also success-
fully demonstrated the fact,
with extraordinary repayment
levels, that the r can handle
non-subsidised loans,

Professor Yunus has in fact
revolutionized the theoretical
rules of money and credit by
establishing a bank for the
poor, who have nothing: no ed-
ucation, no property and no
work. The average credit total
per person comes to around DM
150, i.e. Taka 3750/- The suc-
cess was unbelievable. The
poorest of the poor have proven
themselves to be more credit
worthy than all other compa-
rable groups with a 98 per cent
repayment rate, according to
data cum'piled by the Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development of
many (BMZ). Today Grameen
Bank covers 35, villages in
Bangladesh through its 1000
branches.

The GTZ of Germany
(Company for Technical Coop-
eration}] has been extendin
support to the Grameen B
for over ten gggn in educating
around 12, bank workers
since 1986. Almost DM 25 mil-
lion was invested in the
Grameen Bank.

The Grameen Bank model is
being replicated by m devel-
oping countries as well as the
develo North, including the
United States of America, which
:J}r its;:ltt;lmakcs a distinct fea-
ure of the growing ularity of
the Banligmfur l:?ﬁ: péyur.
Presently, the Grameen Bank is

advising the Chinese Govern-
ment in several nces about
the creation of a bank for the
]E:oor. Bangladesh's experience

as been transferred to other
countries through the Grameen
Frust, founded by Professor
Yunus in 1989 Meanwhile, the
World Bank has opened an of-
fice to promote a micro-credit
programme. The new list of
projects includes a credit pro-
gramme for radio telephones in
which the owner can rent these
out to neighbours in villages
without telephone.

Today. many e in the
World see in Prolessor Yunus
the most important social re-
former of this century.

The prize-giving ceremony
marked a proud moment for the

ople of adesh and a be-

tting tribute to the long jour-
ney of the Grameen Bank,

er-

Left Democratic Front (LDF)
in the city yesterday.
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BANGABANDHU MURDER CASE

Verbatim Text of
' of Eleventh Prosecution Witness

Excerpts from cross-exami-
nation of Bashir Ahmed by ad-
vocate Mahbubur Rahman,
state defence counsel for ab-
sconding accused Major (retd)
Bazlul Huda on Tuesday.

Q: Had you been posted in
army as an wireless operator?

A: Yes,

Q: When you were given the
responsibility of a ration NCO?

A: An NCO is supposed to
discharge the duties which are

assi :

5:“ None introduced you with
Major Huda before the August
15 incident.

A: I saw him at midnight af-
ter August 14.

Q: Would you know him ear-
lier?

A: Yes,

Q: Your army uniform was
with you,

A Yes,

Q: Was Bazlul Huda a regu
officer of army at that time?

A: Yes,

Q: Do you know that Huda
was posted as a major in Mili-
tary Intelligence Directorate at
the Army Headquarters during
the incident of 19757

A: No, | was not aware.

Q: You didn't see Huda during
the incident as you didn't know
him,

A. Your statement is not
true,

Q: Huda was not involved in
the August 15 incident.

A: He was involved.

Q: You didn't tell the IO of the
case that Risaldar Sarwar told
you one of them was Major
Noor and another Captain
Huda,

A: 1 told him.

Q: You also didn't tell the 10
that Risaldar Sarwar had
boarded the Dhanmondi-bound
car.

A: | said.

Q: You were directly involved
in the killing incident of August
15, 1975.

A: | was not involved in the
incident.

Q: You have been made a
witness with a threat that you
would be ‘an accused if you deny
to be a witness.

A: This is not true.

lar

Examination by advocate
Nurul Haq, state defence coun-
sel for absconding accused
Risaldar (retd) Moslemuddin:

Q: What was your number in
the army?

A: 1,017.001.

Q: Where do you reside now?

A: At my village home,

Q: Where?

A: In Niamatpur in Sylhet.

Q: When did you come from
Niamatpur?

A On August 29

Q: Had you beén issued any

summon? |

A: | was Inl’uh‘neﬂfﬁ}: the lo-
cal police. -

5:0 Did you not get any sum-
mon?

A: No, | didn't receive any
summon.

: Do you know Abdus

Samad Azad?

A: 1 saw him. But [ am not in-
troduced with him personally.

(The question was rejected).

Q: When had you been posted

in Bangladesh Army after
repatriation from Pakistan?
A On November 23, 1973.
Q: Was your retirement nor-

brought out a procession protesting the price hike of fuel

— Star photo

Construction of
inland container
port to start soon

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 3
Work is to begin soon on the
construction of the first inland
container port of the count
here at a cost of about Tk 35
crore, reports UNB.

The preliminary works on
the project including land ac-
quisition and preparing lay-out
plan have already been com-
pleted with the Japanese assis-
tance of about Tk 23 crore.

Shipping Minister ASM Ab
dur Rob visited the site for the
first container river port of the
country at Pangaon here, across
the river Buriganga on Tuesday.

The minister was informed
that activities in the port are
expected to begin by the year
2000 after the construction of
the infrastructural facilities,
container and general cargo
handling jetties and procure-

ment of other sophisticated
machinery, said an official
handout.

Being built on about 89 acres
of land, the container port will
have the capacity to handle a
maximum of 1. lakh con
tainers annually

JU VC opens varsity

employees’ confce
By JU Correspondent

Vice Chancellor of Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU)
Prof Amirul Islam Chowdhury
has urged the officers of the
country and employees to keep
in  mind the resource con-
straints of the country when
they go on agitations to meet
their demands.

Inaugurating a conference of
the Federation of the Inter Uni-
versity Emﬂl:ﬁrecu' Union at the
JU Senate yesterday the VC
stressed on discussions to solve
all the problems in the univer-
sity.

JU pro VC Prof. Alauddin
Ahmed, Registrar Mohammad
Ali and President of JU Em-
ployees' Association Moham-
mad Bashirullah also spoke on

the :
§lamps on

archaeological
relics

Bangladesh Post Office will
issue a set of three commemora-
tive pu-ut? stamps, valued Tk
4.00, Tk 6 00 and Tk 10.00 de-
nominations, on archaeologi-
cal relics of Bangladesh — At
Mosque, Kusumba Mosque and
E%hl Mosque — today, reports

Recruitment of
forest workers
under consideration

Environment and Forest
Minister Sayeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury sald yesterday that the
governiment was contemplating
recruitment of forest workers
soon with some remunerations
to preserve and protect trees

wood resources from theft,
reports BSS.

Replying to questions at a
press conference at her secre-
tariat office the minister said
the proposed forest workers
would be recruited from the lo-
cal areas.

Sayeda Sajeda Chowdhury
called for waging a social move
ment against theft of forest
trees and wood while assuring
the journalists that legal action
would be taken against those,
responsible for plundering and
destroying valuable forest re-
sources in the past.

Explaining the salient fea-
tures of the guidelines under
environment preservation act
of 1995 the minister said peo-
ple's awareness and coopera-
tions were required for applica-
tion of the lr'men and guidelines
against pollution.

The minister described
framing of the guidelines as a
significant step towards preser-
vation of environment

|

mal or forced one?

A: It was a normal retire-
ment.

Q: Did you tell your com-
manding officer any thing what
you told the court today?

A: No, | didn't tell him.

Q: By whom you were in-
formed about the fall-in on Au-
gust 14 night?

A: | can't recall the name.
Possibly, it was Abdul Hye or
Bashir.

Q: Did you tell the 10 the two
names?

A: Yes, | told him.

Q: Who told you to go to near
the ration store?

A: Either Hye or Bashir.

Q: When did you go to the ra-
tion store?

A: Soon after [ was told.

Q: This is not true that
Risaldar Moslemuddin gave
salute to Farooq and Farooq re-
ceived it.

A: Your statement is not
true.

Q: How far the unit head-
quarters was from the parade
place?

A: About 150 yards.

Q: You had no talks with Ma-
jor Mohiuddin.

A: We had talks.

Q: Did you use the bullets
which were given you from the
cote?

A: No, | didn't use.

Q: Did you return the bullets
which you carried to Dhan-
mondi 32?

A: Yes, [ did.

Q: When?

A: At about 6 pm on August
15, 1975.

Q: You have given a false
statement to save yourself.

A: This is not true.

Examination by advocate
Abdul Wahed, state defence
counsel for absconding accused
Major (dismissed) Shariful Haq
Dalim:

Q: Which officer asked you to
go outside?

A M uadron commander
Mnhiudgil:q Saheb.

Q: How does a captain ad-
dress a major in army?

A I'Ell{sir.

Q: This is not true that Cap-
tain Huda told Major Dalim:
Dalim, wait. You also didn't
hear it,

A: Your statement is not cor-
rect.

Q: Dalim did not go to
Lancer unit on August 14, 1975
night and you didn't see him
there.

A: He went there and | saw
him.

Q' You didn't go to the house
of incident on that fateful night
and saw nothing.

A: This is not correct.

Examination by’ Advétate

Mojammel Hag Chowdhury, L

state defence ¢o el for
Dafadar (retd) _Edprra?ﬂ:l f

Q: Would
names of all the members of
your unit?

A: No.

Q: How many
there at your unit?

A: [ can't say the exact num-
%E Perhaps, it would be about

sepoys were

Q: Can d;uu say how many
posts of officers were in your
units?

A: (After counting) There
were |0 officer posts and under
them a few more officers.

CCHRB survey

116 cases of rape
recorded in
July, August

By Staff Correspondent

One hundred and 16 cases of
rape and 21 cases of acid burnts
were recorded in the country
durii ¢ the months of July and
Augu-' according to a survey
report of the Coordinating
Council for Human Rights in

adesh (CCHRB).

CHRB carried out the sur-
vey on rape and acid burnts for
the period from July 1 to August
31 this year, says a press re-
lease.

It says, most of the rape vic-
tims are schoolgiris, house-
wives and working women from
low-income groups, particu-
larly the garment workers and
maid-servants.

CCHRB survey shows a'1 in-
crease of 103 per cent in the
:':pc cases than th{:; l:[If the pre-

ous su . May and
June, Iﬁ'ﬂw e d

The human rights o sa-
tion strongly appealed to the
Fuvrmment. political parties,
aw enforcing agencies and oth-
ers concerned to take tough
measures to cases of
and acid bumts immediately,

It also appealed the m-
ment to extend legal assistance
and administrative protection
to the women against different
types of lems on the streets
and in t workplaces.

CCHRB [further recom-
mended that legal action should
be taken against violators of
human rights and enactment of
laws providing compensation
to the victims.

Int’] Literacy
Day Sept 8

International Literacy Day

will be observed on Sept 8 In
adesh as elsewhere in the
worl

. e s BSS.
The Ministry of Religious
Affairs has taken a programme
of special prayers at mosques

on Friday and at mandirs,
churches and p as to free
the country from the curse of {l-
literacy.

ou know ‘the'

)

b

Cross Examination

Q: Was the Dafadar post
equivalent to an pfficer post?

A: No.

Q: Would you know Dafadar
Marfat Ali from the past?

A Yes.

Q: Can you say the number of
army personnel who were in
fallhn in that night?

: roximately 250 to
200, PP y

Q: Did you see Dafadar Mar-
fat Ali among them?

A: Yes.

Examination by advocate
Prano Nath, state defence coun-
sel for absconding accused Ma-
or (retd) Ahmed Sharful

asarn:

Q: When did you come in
Lancers?

A: In April, 1974. 1 can't re-
call the date.

(3: Where were you during the
first fall-in?

A: At my room in the bar-
rack

Q. You didn't see Ahmed
i‘?-harful Hasan during the fall-
n.

g: 1 saw him.

: It was not possible to iden-
tify one in the dark of night.
ffh: The lights were not put
off.

Q: You didn't hear what the
officers were talking about.

A: [ heard. :

Examination by advocate
Jasimuddin, state defence
counsel for absconding accused
Major (retd] Abdul Aziz Pasha:

Q: You didn't see Pasha at the
house of Bangabandhu. You
didn't know him.

A: I saw him and knew him.

Q: You didn't know him pre-

vtnuslly.
A: | saw him once earlier. |
knew him.

3: You, taught by the prose-
cution lawyers, are giving false
statement involving Pasha.

A: This is not true.

Examination by advocate
Ruhul Islam, state defence
counsel for absconding accused
Major (dismissed) Noor:

Q: Both of you and Major
Noor hailed from the same
thana.

A: Yes.

Q: Would you know him from
the past?

A: I heard his name. [ was
not introduced with him per-
sonally.

Q: Would
ily members
A: No.

Q: You didn't seemn them at
the office room from the out-
mdi The windo qpen

: window was d
the sereen unveiled. "0 ! ‘-la?

&ﬁl‘!ﬂ those whomaou sqw

room of Major Mehiud-
din- = not MMnEﬁuu., i
A: They were u wn, ‘but
later 1 came to know three of
them by Risaldar Sarwar.

At this stage the court was
adjourned till 10 am on
Wednesday. Earlier, advocate
Mohammad Hanif, state de-
fence counsel for abscondin
accused Dafadar (retd) Abu
Hashem Mridha questioned

u know his fam-

Bashir.
— UNB
Further texts of cross exami-
nation will be published as and

wwhen received.

Bhuiyan demands
release of DCC

ward commissioner

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
demanded immediate release of
DCC ward commissioner Chow-
dhury Alam, who was arrested
dum;lF the Aug 24 dawn-to-dusk
hartal. reports UNB.

In a statement, Bhuiyan said
Chowdhury Alam fell ill as he
was beaten up mercilessly dur-
ing arrest.

Chowdhury was later given
detention and is now passing
the days in jail with serious ill-
ness, Bhuivan alleged, demand-
ing adequale arrangement for
treatment of the commissioner.

The BNP secretary general
said the way the government
has beha with an elected
commissioner is inhuman,
which makes it clear that the
ﬁmtrnm-ent has no respect for

emocracy.

3 held with

heroin in city

By Staff Correspondent

The Detective Branch (DB) of
lice seized 200 grams of
n and arrested three per-
sons at Jagannathpur under
Cantonment thana In the city
Tuesday,

The arrested were identified
as Khairul Islam, Akramuzza-
man alias Pintu and Abdul
Amin.

They were arrested from a
Mmess.,

Police suspected that the
three persons might be involved
in heroin trading since long.

Reiki session to
be held Oct 3-4

A session on reiki, a holistic
method of treatment for total
relaxation and stress release,
will be held In the city October
3-4, rts UNB.

Retk( grand master Parul
Dutta will conduct the session,
said a press release. -

Interested ns can con-
tact GNSS-Bangladesh (House
No 14, Road No |1, Dhanmondi)
dlrtctl; or over telephone
(815322) between 4 and 6 pm,

except Fridays.



