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Towards More Literacy

Keeping in view the International Literacy Day

-—

on September 8, the government is launching to-
day a nationwide literacy campaign. The charm of
this year's campaign is — it is being conducted in
tandem by the government and the NGOs, exactly
113 of them.

For an unorthodox radical rise in literacy, edu-
cation management would need to be led and exe-
cuted with an impressive amount of dynamism —
which is an anathema on a government's bureau-
cratised straitjacket ways. And let the NGOs never
be foolish enough to suffer from the delusion that
they are the ones doing delivering — and not the
government. Let the twain develop a satisfying
complementarity in the process of working to-
gether for the same ends.

Now the government has been for a full century
and more in the literacy game, with an emphasis
on, as ever, adult literacy. The society does not
stand to gain in angr WEI.{. if the government goes
into a campaign kind of showy mounted for a
week or a fortnight. It has a constant t at hand
to ensure that it gets its money's worth on every
paisa spent on a teacher or other functionary and
on facilities. The NGOs are new in the game but
have already and happily made a mark. What do
they think the literacy week will do to improve the
literacy profile? As worthy field-workers their
hands should be filled by better and meaningful
and effective things.

Boosting the cause of universal literacy in

adesh many require some symbol and image
building. That will call for very imaginative pro-
grammes. Why not make the Eighth September
week into a national education festival with
celebrity teachers of the order of say Kabir Chowd-
hury, Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Abdullah Al-Muti
and front-ranking poets, writers and painters like
Shamsur Rahman and Hasan Azizul Huq and Mo-
hammad Kibria going out for a week to teach the
first learners? Properly developed this will, we as-
sure the government, click and become a move-
ment as it had been done in fabulous Kerala way —
back in the seventies.

®
DESA's Devilry
For about two hours at noon on Tuesday last, the
Dhaka Electric Supply Authority(DESA) office felt
the heat of public wrath. What happened at the
utility service office in old Dhaka was an outburst
of peilt-up frustration and anger of a section of the
people.
ough vandalism and lawlessness cannot be
condoned as a response to a problem in a civil soci-
ety, it is ve?r difficult to make light of the powerful
motivation for anarchy in this particular case.
Power supply reportedly remained suspended to
four markets in old Dhaka for 22 days. And this
suspension was deliberate. First the DESA em-
ployees violated their professional obligation to a
section of the tax paying citizens by not fixing a
transformer that had gone out of order. In fact,
they took no notice of this glitch in the system , let
alone the enormous inconvenience caused by this

| to thousands of bena. fide consumers. .

e nopecendly, - they'made thisoccasion of public suf-

I ferthg a fine opportunity to literally extort money.

Actbrding to the Star report,' the' desperate and
helpless shop owners allegedly agreed to pay DESA
employees hefty demand of Taka 2,08.3),00 for
restoring sul:{ply.

How naked and wicked have become the ways of
corruption in the utilities sector became evident
when the DESA officials who must have consid-
ered the shopowners as a dripping roast , disman-
tled the transformer and reportedly anted up their
demand to Tk 5,00,000. It is this unexpected sec-
ond part of their demand for kick backs that broke
the last barrier of shopowners' patience leading to
Tuesday's fracas and anarchy.

The question is how long
will have to pay for the greed of corrupt govern-
ment officials? Corruption in the government
agencies particularly those of utility services is
having its negative impact in two ways. While the
national exchequer is I‘I‘:'Jfring continually robbed of
huge revenue, tax paying citizens are deprived of
the service for no fault of their own and the out-
burst of their anger is pushing the society towards
a possible anomie. It is not only the economy that
this phenomenon of pilferage garbed as systems
loss is chipping away but also law and order.

We urge the government to do something imme-
diately to cleanse the Augean stables like DESA,
\‘;’AE}A and restore some meaning of the word 'ser-
vice',

We take Tuesday's incident as yet another exam-
ple of dismantling of the public service structure
something which the government is duty bound to
maintain. An initiative is to be taken before its
credibility is further destroyed due to its incapac-
it?r to live up to the minimum expectation of peo-
ple.

A Great Upset?

No one suspected this. But why? Most thought
this was impossible, so they never spared a thought
to this possibility. The logically inclined would

the common people

now concede, yes this was possible. But only possi-
ble. Would they even now, after the inconceivable
has happened, grudge Petr Korda his due and not
say for once this was probable.

It is not that Sampras failed. It is the inertial
fan imagination that has been shocked and
shlfhﬂy so. Pete put uX a fight all right, a fight that
only he can uce. A loss in the tie-breaker of the
fifth set is neither here nor there. The outcome
could as well be decided by lot as they do in soccer
calling the %ﬂ.mble a penalty shoot out.

Oust e world champion and four times US
Open clincher is also no decider for the extra ordi-
nary Korda. He may fail in any of the remaining
three stages. Whether he comes on to finally or
not, his point has been well made. He has a good
backhand, not great. And from service to other de-
partments of the game he has little to excel the top
ten. His great win on Monday owes wholly to supe-
rior game as nst excellence in any component
of the play. Indomitability and an well-integrated
game won him the day.
wa'ihetb;;lbo?-lelgnng man, all-h;mlllty all his life,

a es loo so comical. Against a stolid
and damned serious Sampras, all-power and no-
jokes, his lightness of being, taking the game with
such a light touch — uced that effect. To cap it
all there was his fl scissors-kick, a cathartic
celebration of achievement, coming so clean

= t the chg;cethof pla crantfnumt;:ahgnt assertion
upremacy e gods. orgettable. Pure joy,
unforgettably expressed. Thank you, Petr. i

Tears for the Princess

A Glorious C

before it Ended

The death of the Princess opens up many questions. mr;mm

Journalists and photographers to cover the private life of celebrities have to be weighed

against the right of an individual to some degree of privacy in their personal life.

HE death bares open the good and the
I sublime of a person. The real value of one's
own self is then fully appreciated, or
otherwise. These sayings apply more to Diana,
Princess of Wales., at her death, than aps
anybody else in our times. Until the merciless
sceptre of death untimely snatched the
unfortunate Princess away from the world, very
few knew how deeply she has endeared herself to
the ple of far and wide.
ncess Diana died of injuries caused by a ter-
rible car crash.in Paris on the 31st August. Her
friend and companion, the Egyptian billionaire's
son the suave Dody al Fa s0 died in the same
crash. The chauffeur the bodyguard are fight-
ing hard for life in hospital. Seven of the photo-
journalists whose chase of Diana prompted the
chauffeur to ward them off by driving at exceed-
ingly high speed, were taken in police custody and
six of them have since been convicted for
manslaughter.

The media, both print and electronic, have
been all agog with detailed news and its analysis
since the incident took place. The people of all
faiths, colour, creed_age and sex the world over
mourned the

married life.

The Princess was more beautiful than she was
gener shown in the media and had a gorgeous
smile. eral times we witnessed this at the
Buckingham Palace in royal parties when Hi
Commissioners and Am s were invited. |
recalled an occasion when, in late 1991, Prince
Philip. the Duke of Edinburgh, referring to the
new government in Bangladesh, asked me in jest

hmvmttm!ndmhegmmdhynmgéﬁ

. "Your Highness, you know
have longer . Are we not both in the

experience
same boat, ruled by ladies?” | said obviously also
in jest.

j'1111: Prince looked up at the ceiling, nodded and
la loudly. The conversation was appar-
ently overheard Princess Diana who was fol-
lowing the Duke. Her eyes twinkled and she gave
us her characteﬂﬂjcf ~ smile. | took the
0 rtunity ol as er to a
i b Moy st Tabipiesadeionit B e B
at a convenient time. The informal invitation
was followed up later by a formal invitation from
our government, but the visit did not materialise
then and. unfortunately, will never do so in future.

The death of the

L | W R

icated her life wept bitterly. Many business liouses
and cultural institutions suspended their
functions as a mark of respect. Affection,
admiration and attention for her from so many
[)coéalt common or noble, and from so many
ands, were almost unbounded, "Had the Princess
been alive, as a feat of miracle, the sweet
awareness of her immense pngulaﬂty and love
would have. perhaps, led her to die a second time,”
a friend quipped.

What were the reasons for her portentous and
amazin%opopularlt ? Was it her extraordina
charm, both of y and mind, her relentless ef-
forts to bring succour to those inflicted by the
scourge of aid and cancer, her contributions by
raising funds for noble and charitable causes, her
manifest love for children, her disarming smile
or, above all, her service to mankind?

Or, was it due to the immense sympathy
amassed for the poor wealthy girl, who having
lived in plenty, in high society and glamour,
failed to find haﬁ)pincsa — marital happiness as
well as the much needed solitude and privacy in
life. Death occurred to her only when she was just
beginning to find that enviable h ness, for the
first time, through her friend y. Maybe, the
long-drawn interest and unprecedented commo-
tion stirred all over and by all people were a prod-
uct of her extraordinary personal qualities and
the public sympathy generated by her unhappy

ol an individual to sormne degree of privacy in their
personal life. In any way, no amount of reasoning
would justify actions that may lead to the killing
or death of a human being. Then comes the ques-
tion of a person (in this case, chauffeur), who par-
takes drinks three times than what is legally
permissible, and drives a car to death. Guidelines
and directives are sought and should be deliber-
ated upon by all concerned, advocating stern but
appropriate action.

One decision of British Palace is yet
prehended. While presidents and
2 host of oiher countries have S“w“‘“ condoled
a countries have
the death, with . ﬁ re-
action was made available
Pua:n. Slm.lh.rlg little or no reaction emanated
rom other mem of the Royal [amily. Also, the
request for a state funeral for the 36-year-old leg-
endary Princess and mother of a possible future
king, which falls within the personal discretion
of the Crown, has been rejected. It is in stark con-

|

trast to the prnlungd and deep popular feelings.
especially in Great Britain. The situation has been
somewhat sal the funeral at the

Westminster m b&ehmﬂhapel for a thou-

sand years, lmdby:rmy Blair's success in raising
the ceremonies as close to a state funeral as possi-
ble for the departed "people’s Princess”.

—

Princess Diana

Sir. Princess ];};aﬁa'alsudden

death) in 3 car crash in Paris is
m(juh a great lra:Fed}r for all of
us. After her divorce from

by the dissipation of cntrﬁy into
several directions, and the

fusion of,the main gual-intn'_.
several ad hec activities. 2
* Is ‘there also a mop re
stage? Where there is a will. «

succession, alter a long, long
gap. What is there to read into
friendly visits? Ima -

 J
as the sa . cold be
16 MSereative, or dem

Now the Awami laéguc has

dif-

Prince Charles, she became there are many ways of ned another front — against
restless and wanted to over- demonstrating the determina- the so-called Muslim funda-
come her inner agonies and tion that the tion of truth mentalist citizens of
griefs by a touch new romanti- could be more important than Bangladesh (they are
cism in every walk to life. Of the truth itself, p phically adeshis, aren't they?) who
late she became a vermuntm— speaking. Here, political philos- are also suspected to be anti-
versial figure in the pu ; ophy is based. Let others national or anti-liberation (the

Yet Princess Diana will re- n what it means. difference has to be explained

main for ever a symbol of -
tic bcau}y. grace, ﬂﬂgﬂl‘l&%

The latest area was what
could be termed as

by the cunning politicians).

politics in- The Islamic world, as usual,

respect for the nt and fu- side and outsides the ues, Is monitoring what is happen-
ture generations. May her soul  against groups vaguely sus- ing in cw:rfv Muslim-majorit
rest in Peace. Amin! ted to be, against national country all over the world;

Frﬁ::rtsts. The situation has

hence keeping a watch over
desh is routine. The AL

Her Majesty, the

Abul Ashraf Noor
House # 9, Road # 4, Sector # 5,
Uttara, Dhaka.
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Sir, I want to express my
sincere sense of sadness on the
most tragic death of Princess
Diana. The world mourns her
death. We will remember Diana
with fond memories of joy, sor-
row and happiness which she
shared with the children all
over the world and particularly
in Asia. We express our heart-
felt condolence to the Royal
family, especially to the young
Princes, William and Harry.

May, Allah bless her to rest

Pl peace.

Abid Reza

FParibagh House
Dhaka-1000

II1

Sir, We have no words to ex-
press our insourmountable sor-
row and grief at the shocking,
untimely and needless death of
Diana, cess of Wales. Even
after days after death, even af-
ter the constant reminder of her
death, virtually on every TV
channel and radio station, we
still cannot believe she's no
more...it can't be true. This
whole tragedy seems to be some
horrific nightmare, which can-
not belong to somebody as beau-
tiful a person as our beloved
Princess. Yes, she was every-
body’s Princess.

Diana, you shall never be
forgotten. You still live in our
hearts, and forever. The tears
will never dry, for the heart will
never stop weeping. God bless
her soul, and give her the peace
she never had.

Ayesha Farzana
Dhaka

When the purging
phase will end?

Sir, It is understandable that
when a new regime comes into
power, there is a purging phase
of political cleanliness and neu-
tralisation. The present regime
is also expected to go through
this ritual up to a certain extent
taking a certain period of time,

But there is no direct or in-
direct indication that this phase
is phasing out. In fact, it is be-
ing extended into new areas.
The rate and strength of the

rsuit is an indirect indication

at the pending list is rather

longer than anticipated; may be
due to the long gap or absence
of two decades. This settling

score is taking a toll indicated

of

lately suddenly changed with Bangla

the backing of the main opposi-
tion party to defend against an
'm{usucc‘ or zulum, looking wi
political eyes.

It is a familiar game to the
veteran local citizens, baptized
in fire and mini holocausts. Qur
])oliticians or politics, it seems,
ack originality. There is a price
for staleness, and it comes in
several forms. It is not a scary
situation, the art of contempla-
tion on a belly half-full, or half-
emth,r. Hence the next target
will be forage into other areas
not yet defended by the main
opposition. Otherwise, there
may be immediate confronta-
tion. The political parties all the
time manoeuvre for positions,
as on a chess board. Plannin
is good for a rusted brain, an
smooth for an used one.

The game plan is more or
less straightforward. The op-
Eausitiund lts;h cuns;::lidatin the

se an ¢ parleys, and ma
be plannin ig? gz tit—fﬂr-ta}lr
treatment when the preparation
and the time are right. Their
opponents may try for an pre-
emémtive strike (nip it in the
bud).

The game is 'on’, and should
be settled quickly, for the sake
of the country (the third party
between the two warring fac-
tions!). This cynicism may be
appreciated, before condemning
it, as we citizens are politically
weather beaten, and exploited
to the full by the regimes, past.
present, and the future! Cer-
tainly we are not the main cul-
prits, but it is our fate to act as
the beast of burden and c¢
the golden load of others, for —
allegedly — the common good of
the common people.

A Husnain
Dhaka

The benefit of the doubt

Sir, Veteran columnist ABM
Musa is entitled to his valued
political views (DS Sep 1), espe-
cially the way he looks at BNP;
but it seems he may be playing
up too much the visit of the
Bangladesh Opposition Leader
to Pakistan, and the specula-
tion created, perhaps abetted
the major party opposing BN
(the party in power has declared
to probe the Zia assassination).

In the same mould, the over-
stay of the Prime Minister (the
name does not matter) in the
USA cannot be explained away
as easily as her supporters be-
lieve. Here is another teaser: the
Indian C-in-C and the Indian
Defence College team visited
Bangladesh recently in quick

may also closely watch what
the Muslim world thinks about
AL's policy stands on many is-
sues, religious and regional.
The citizens' right to criticise is
fundamental, even in a regi-
mented society.

If a confrontational attitude
is sought or created by one or
both sides, it has to be and

judged by the people, watchirf
the players from tilc gallery.
gglitical stand can't have it

th ways — eat the cake and
have it too.

A Sensitive Citizen
Dhaka

"BTV Bangla film
show"

Sir, This refers to the letter
published in your esteemed
daily on August 18, 1997 under
the above caption. Mr OH Kabir
has argued t the present
timetable of showing Bangla
film on BTV.

According to him, if the
Bangla films are screened on
Thursday night, then when
would the children and family
members go to bed? He pro-
Ezisea to show Bangla films on

day afternoon for the conve-
nience of children. elders and
the service holders.

But | do not ee with Mr
OH Kabir as I find no logic in
his proposal. Most of the people
are accustomed in going to bed
at midnight. According to pre-
sent timetable the Bangla film
show ends before or at midnight
without hampcﬂng the sleep of
the viewers. 0 present
timetable is not inconvenient to
the Bant.ela film viewers.

On Friday, people have to
maintain various types of pro-
grammes which cannot be done
on working days. On Friday,
employees of all levels and other
people generally pay a visit to
their relatives and go out shop-
Eing along with their children.

or this reason, many of us
cannot sit before the set on
Friday afternoon. So, Friday af-
ternoon is under no circum-
stances an appropriate time for
telecasting Bangla film.

On the other hand, Thurs-
day night, that is present
timetable, is a convenient t!m
when one can enjoy Bangla
show without b-ii:!ng disturbed
by anything. I would like to
thank the authority concerned
for changing the former
timetable.

Md Abdur Rahim
Assistant Teacher
Comilla Zilla School, Comilla.

responsibilities of Corruption is so common,

pealed in hi

Bureaucratic Corrugtion

hapter Closes| How Can You Live in Rome
1V1_'th_01£t Be(_:omin_g_ a Roman?

;nconapicmmadmmm::;rday-b-dayﬂﬂ

thatdtnyh‘ihpﬂmimﬂiminﬂwmidymhihmudof:ﬁm
Mdnm—ifnotnnmrriuinimpeccabkﬁntm.

ATELY. there have been some spirited discus-

?m?s on Eﬂﬁpémﬁ] in our public discourse.

n fact, a nger-poin is going on
to claim that some sections of the ik are more
corrupt than others. An poll, for example,
recently came up with some figures pointing to the
customs and police officials as most corrupt seg-
ments of the society. Prior to that. the President of
the country — in a public speech — pointed to the
{JDHUEIEII! as the most corrupt segment of the na-
fon.

Of course, is an essentially corrupt
society. Corruption is so common, so uous
and so dominant in our day-to-day life that
d'::ﬁng its pervasive existence in the society

be an act of sheer madness — if not an exer-
cise in impeccable fantasy Indeed, it has taken
such a systemic character that hardly anybody
raises eyebrows when some official asks for bribe
for some reason or somebody readily offers bribe

to get something done.
Of course, the rich and — doesn't mat-
ter whether they are in or not — are almost

always immune from the official rent-seekers.
This. however. doesn’'t mean that they don't pay
bribe to the government officers. Perhaps. they
pay the most — of r

anywhere in the country. No t of the gov-
ernment can beat them in terms of mani
evidence, the innocents and partronis-
ing the criminals. Of course, such a case will
eventually end up with ma%ltratu+ Then, how
ples ca b K Ths Rt The Sy
can t t coun

influential ple easily buy up the ntlgglltratea.
Money es everything smoother, smoother
and unchallenging.

therg hafmc plﬂcm}}évi;ry m
every o anch o government. con-
tractor knows — be that a tender for local school
or jumbo jet, a bid for a road repair or building a
power t — a certain percentage must be set
aside for officials involved in the process, no

matter what party rules the country or what pur-
pose is by the :
An who ever borrowed money from the

nation's commercial banks knows for sure how
much of the borrowed amount must be t in the
W :;f the banks. No ever about

contribution of the bankers in promoting de-
fault culture in the society.

Often the bureaucracy doesn't spare its own
members from its own rent-seeking character. If

e reports are any

guide, educational
administrators

------

course, in most H”H”H””IH“‘ Ul l]]‘ﬂ]‘l‘[l]]:[[ﬂ]'ﬂ
sophisticated ma- ‘MU IILILLLLL i o ST —
nners and thro- e T
ugh the mast ST e TS A d ¥

reflined means.

are routinely suc-
king money from

government tea-

This part of their
regular business
expenditures for-
ms a part of
regular income of
a nt of government officers.
is Is not a problem for the bureaucrats con-
cerned or the business people. Their relationship
— most often than not — is based on comparative
economic advan . Suppose, a businessman has
to pay one million taka as customs duty for a
shipment of imports, a friendly customs official
charges him just a quarter of it in exchange of an-
other quarter for him as bribe. The businessman.
thus, reduces his custorns duty by fifty per cent. No
deal could be sweeter than this. o needs to fight
with the ment to reduce the customs duty?
Take an example of the income tax officials.
Suppose. a businessman or a home-owner has to
pay Taka two hundred thousand as income tax
under exiting laws of the country. A friendly in-

come tax official asks him to pay just fifty thou-
sand in exch for another fifty thousand as
bribe for him. the deal closes, the concerned

lax payer saves fifty per cent of his money. Who
neeg: official tax breaks, tax holidays g other

concessions from the t when he can ob-
tain similar benefits a friendly tax officer in
exchange of a paltry graft? No wonder, recently
the country’s top tax collector had been praying to

God — In public — for the honesty of his crﬂ'it:t:ﬁ.
Bureaucratic corruption, however, is not lim-
ited to these branches alone. Other branches are
less corrupt not because they are more honest.
Fact of the matter is. they have less power or op-
portunities to become more corrupt. Take an ex-
ample of the judges. They can exploit only those
who are involved in litigations. Moreover, they
don't pass out numerous judgements everyday,
and in most cases thcu"r{ludgcmcntu can be ap-
r court. Therefore, they have less

le.
So the bottom line of corru lies with ac-
cess fo raw power and i':gulatmg thickets that
rdvide opportunities to harass hapless people.
more a government agency will have control
over these, the more it will succeed in unbridled
rent-seeking. The problem, however, is that al-
though the rich famous are capable of dealin
with the menace quite comfortably, the poor an
the ordinary people often lose out everything to
such blood suckers. Often, they can hardly avoid
the network of the rent-seekers.

Take an example: suppose a local influential
person wants to harass his rival or enemy in a ru-
ral area. The easiest way for him to do it would be
bribing the local police to get his enemy arrested,
and the police can arrest anybody, anytime, and

by CAF Dowlah gl "]

LR RUAEPRALARTR RN

custom offitials ef the po-
Mlllcgalb' exploiting' the A

chers in this or
that pretext, BDRs
are acquiring
postings in Border
Check Posts by
spending hundreds of thousands of taka, traffic
lices are obtaining postings as if they are
dding for lease-contracts, foreign investors are
desperately tryinghtn convince the government
officials that they are not donors but
businessmen, and smugglers having good time all

around Bangladesh.
In such a society, it perhaps makes a little dif-
ference in that one se t of the bu-

reaucracy is more corrupt than another. More-
over, what's the point in pointing fingers to some
segments of the society as corrupt, while other
segments can hardly claim to be free from dishon-
esty? Yes, bureaucracy is corrupt, then what sec-
tion of the society is not? Yes, politicians are cor-

rupt, then what profession is a corruption?

Moreover, how honest are those people who are
blaming others for corruption? A police or custom
officer is corrupt when he accepts bribe, what
about the person who is offering it?

How many people are there who refuse to pa‘{
bribe to the police or customs officers at the ri
of exposing themselves for harassment? If a tax-
payer is forthright in pnying the taxes, how a tax
officer can become corrupt? Besides, how do you
live honestly in an essentially corrupt society?
How can you live in Rome without becoming a
Roman?

No, no suggestion is being made here that ram-
pant corruption must go unchallenged. If any
message this article conveys that would be this
that corruption is simply a systemic phenomenon
in the country — avoiding it or fighting against it
would be awfully expensive — if not an obvious ex-
ercise in idiotic absurdity. The corrupt forces are
so dominant — in offices, neighbourhoods, and in
every formal @nd iffformal organisations — that

thq;'lg e {0-cor
as oSt corTupt per-
or entities. ' "

lishing an accountable,

sive iildmmutra::lv: :
tion lies with eliminating raw power
sive discretions of administration. Some say the
suluu;ﬂ lies mt;ith soclial sanctions. Still others
say, a robustly &rowlng economy can take
care of the muhlem. course, all these are aﬂ
ideas, and they are complementary to each :
A basic problem, r. remains — where are
those en sons of the soil who will translate
these ideas into concrete actions? i

o

Better Pay for Better Livihg

begger do not and

A cannot expect more
than he generally
receives from a person. He is
used to that. If by any chance,
he receives an unusual amount
of money, it might either make
him rich or throw him in the
gutter. But this phenomena is
rare in this part of the world.
And this person in question
also never gets rich. Similarly.
if the same person is treated
with three square meals a day
instead of one he is used to, he
would end up either in disaster
or things might turn out the
other way round.

If a person bringing an usual
pay-cheque home regularly gets
a bonus from his employer. he
generally queues up behind oth-
ers in the market to buy surplus
things for his house or he keeps
the money for a future pu
e.g. a plot of land or may be he
would end up being a business

artner and so on and so forth.
at means this surplus money
is always being used by this per-
son to create a positive change
or result, crea a lot of sur-
plus activity which is eco-
nomic, thereby affecting the
whole society with a positive
result. In fact, there are two fold
effects on the society, especially
on the market, one from the
buyers point of view and the
other from the sellers. The buy-
ers with a an-ch:que plus
bonus will obviously target a
bigger purchase than usual and
the sellers will vie for their
products to be sold in larger
numbers than usual.

If the people of the society
are benefitted by this extra or
surplus money in their kets,
the whole society as as the
country is benefitted by this
economic activity. An other-
wise inactive market starts to
thrive as if it is charged with a
new life. And with this new life
infused, people are also charged
with anticipation and ambi-
tion.

Slowly the whole society
gathers momentum towards a

rosperous standard of living.
gnly then, a society/country
can be called a developed soci-
ety/country. But on the other
hand, if the le of a country
do not want a change and re-
main happy and contented with
whatever ﬁcy have, we can call
that a 'dead society’. There are
may be thousands of villages in
the underdeveloped countries,

by Omar Khalid Rumi
including ours, where the 'time'
remains still and no change has
come upon those villages as far
as the tradition, custom. living
standard etc., are concerned.
Compared to that, what is hap-
pening in a city is an entirely
different story. Cities are
changing as the economic activ-
ity in these areas are helping
and egging them on Lo :
Therefore this change. or
economic change, is inevitable
in any country. But this change
comes in two ways. One is from
within the society and the other
from outside it. When the
change or economic
change/flow becomes stagnant
within the society, the flow
must come from outside. In fact,
flow both from inside and out-
side are responsible for any
economic growth in any coun-
try. And as stated before, eco-
nomic growth, or economic
change, within the of
a country can be eftected by in-
fusing mone benefits to the
people of that country as well.
Average pay cheque of the peo-
ple of a evelu;:rﬂ country is ex-
tremely high as compared to an
underdevelo country. And
therefore, it is imperative to
note that the pay cheque is a
true reflection of a countries
development. As the raising of
the pay automatically makes
ple conscious of the stan-
dard of life they are living, it
enhances and opens up oppor-
tunities for the ple to raise
the standard of living individu-

ally, resulting in a rise in over-
all standard of living in a
country. And since develop-

ment embodies 'standard of liv-
ing’, standard must be raised at
any cost in the name of devel-
opment.

Inflation’ is a word for the
old Pythagorians as well as the
graph makers, so it should be
shunned. And only then the Pay
Commission people should put
their heads together and find
out ways and means as to how
the pay raise could be effected in
the r:uuntrﬂ Keeping in mind
the bare that its always the
pressure of population that puts
a leash and slows down any de-
velopment of a country. we just
cannot sit down and watch all
sorts of corruption increasing
at an alarming rate in our coun-
try In order to eradicate all
these unwated economic activ-

ity, we sheuld opt for a pay-hike
at such a rate which would only
enhance the growth of the econ-
omy of the cuunlg on the road
to development. We should re-
member one thing though, that
money that comes out of the
bank goes back into the bank

ain. In other words, gener-

y. it moves in a circle.
fore, since money is not
out of the country, there
not be any panic.

Moreover, every tigne a new
overnment is formed, all the
oan defaulters queue up for
fresh loans. And limnﬂng fully
well that the new loans that are
being dished out would never
come back to the bank in a
pro channel again, directors
of different s at the in-
struction of their 'bosses’ make
the same mistake of paying the
defaulters the amount they
want. The question is: if a sum
of Tk 2000 crore-plus can be
payed out to these defaulters re-
sulting in no tangible benefits
or development in the country,
then why should these hard-
wor middle-class people be
deprived of their legitimate de-
mand? And to think of it all,
these middle class people are
the back bone or pillars of a so-
ciety. A state cannot function
without the help of these class.
Imagine all these refus-
ing to work for a day in all the
government and semi-govern-
ment organisations! The whole
nation would come to a stand-
still. :

On the other hand, if these
people in question are given a
goog pay as well as a work-
ing environment. the face of the
entire nation would be :
The corruption would slowl
vanish, moral would hig
energising the ple with a
new life. And in the end the

standard of living will auto-
matically rise, improving the
overall economic atmosphere

Thinking on that line a mere
7 or 10 per cent rise in the pay
would neither guarantee im-
proved standard of living nor it
would serve the purpose of a
real pay-rise as the rise in mar-
ket would diminish any
hope of a slim benefit within a
months time. Therefore, the
hike should be to the tune of 30
to 40 per cent at least so that the
margin of benefit remains
healthy and steady.



