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Shibir-BCL
gunfight at
CU: 1 killed

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Sept 3: A stu-
dent of Chittagong University
was killed and seven others re-
oalved bullet wounds during a
gunfight between the activists

Chhatra

m Chhatra Shibir

and cam-
p.-m
‘. The dead. identified as
w Huq Bakul, was a stu-
dent of first year honours of the
Mathematics ment in

inj
Chittagong Medical College
See Page 12 Col 7

Maj Gen Mostafiz

made PSO

By Staff Correspondent
Major mt:il: Hu:t@::;

ato to Retire-
- ment (LPR) when he was called
back to active service, was given
an extension and posted as DG
of NSI in January, the sources
added.
llunwhilﬁ. gf Cnil'.ni:f ;I?f
Army Stalfl neral Mah-
‘bubur Rahman. is due to retire
on December 24, it was further
learnt.
General Mahbubur Rahman
is being considered fur ap-
tment as the "

to China. The
position is falling vacant this
month as the present

mnzu.r - g A7y 48 S
Rahman, is taking
over as the new Fo Secre-

tary on September 17 followi
the retirement of Incumhe:f

l

President
Ahmed
the ru]in%e
tion has learnt

the %ls.l
ose who are in the gov-

any lesson

sition earlier and those who

are in the Opposition now. But

mar

urnalist and

Ahmed Smriti Saxﬁd organ-
ised the meeting held at the Na-
tional Museum

BHADRA 20 1404 BS.

Shahabuddin
yesterday said neither
party nor the i-

ernment now were in the -

were in the government earlier

none learnt anything from the
past”, the President said.

He was as chief
guest a discussion meeting

the 99th anniversary
of birth of eminent litterateur,
politician Abul

sur Ahmed. 'Abul Mansur

auditorium.
Eminent intellectuals took part

By Staff Correspondent

in the discussion.

Shahabuddin Ahmed noted
that after earning independence
through an armed struggle, the
country had been under mili-
tary rule and autocratic regimes
for most of the last 25 years.
“Though democracy was rein-
stated in 1991, its roots still
remain fragile”.

The President said, parlia-
mentary form of government
needs "accommodating spirit”
and "give and take policy” be-
tween the ruli arty and the
Opposition. Understanding, co-
operation and consensus on the
major national issues is a must,
he said.

With utter dismay, the Pres-
ident said, "Today, if one
goes to the north, the other,

President urges ruling and opposition parties

Shun obstinacy, work with
accommodating spirit

with eyes closed, goes to the
south. If one party commits one
mistake, the other replies to
that by committing three more
mistakes”.

Tumtng to the current ses-
sion of the Jatiya Sangsad, the
President said, the Opposition
is absent from the House. One of
the main demands of the DE
sition is giving it one-t ird
seats of the parliamentary
standing committees.

"In principle, the Treasury
Bench has agreed to meet this
demand. So, actually there is no
conflict between the two, but
there exists obstinacy and nar-
row outlook"”, the President
said.

He explained, each standing

See Page 12 Col 2

Prendent Shahabuddin A.hmed apeakmg lt a thlcunmn meatmg on the occasion uf 98th
yumrdﬂy, | — Star photo

PM leaves for
Indonesia,
Philippines

this morning

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves Dhaka this
morning on a week-long visit to
Indonesia and the Philippines,
reports UNB.

The visit is takin
the invitation of President
Soeharto of Indonesia and
President Fidel Ramos of the
Philippines.

Her 32-member entourage
will include State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Principal Secre-
tary to the PM, Dr SA Samad,
Foreign Secretary Farooq Sob-

place at

han and Press Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Jawadul
Karim.

Bangladesh will sign three

eements with Indonesia and
three with the Philippines dur-
ing the visit.

The three agreements will be
initialled on avoidance of dou-
ble taxation, protection of in-
vestment and introduction of
air services, officials in Dhaka
said yesterday.

During the trip, Dhaka will

See Page 12 Col 8

Hasina asks party
MPs to mobilise
people to face

Opposition
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister and Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
esterday directed her party
Ps to go to their constituen-
cies and develop closer contact
with people to politically face
'tjh: opposition in the coming
ays.

She has also asked her cabi-
net colleagues to have consulta-
tive meetings with party MPs
from their respective Divisions
on a regular basis,

The directives came at the
concluding session of the four-
day meeting or the AL Parlia-
mentary Party that an here
on August 30. Sheikh Hasina
presided over yesterday's meet-
ing held at the Bhaban.

Earlier, the Education Min-
ister and the State Minister for
Jute came under fire at the
meeting. meeting sources said.
Some legislators also accused

, thir
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Substantial progress made |

on forming JS bodies

By Nazmul Ashraf

Both the ruling Awami
League and the major opposi-
tion BNP continued their bids
for higher number of members
in parliamentary committees
yesterday.

BNP still refrained from at-
tending parliament session as
efforts were on even after Tues-
day’s negotiations at the Speak-
er's office to bring the party
back to the House.

The Speaker-mediated dia-
logue between the two parties
made "substantial progress” as
th: Treasury bench negotiators
ted BNP's formula for one-

representation in the
standing committees on min-
istries, offering three members
in each of the 35 10-member
committees, sources in the par-
ties said.

According to the formula,
the total number of BNP repre-
sentatives in the cummittecs
would be 105 while the
has a total of 113 lawma :rs
said an AL negotiator.

Against BNP's demand for
120 members, the ruling party
later increased the number o
110. But the offer was still un-
acceptable to the BNP since it
(offer) does not ensure all the
113 party MPs a place in at
least one cormnmittee.

Opposition Chief Whip
Khandakar Delwar Hossain
had talks with Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim and JS Chief Whip Abdul
Hasnat Abdullah earlier yes-
terday.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Delwar Hossain insisted on his
party’'s proportionate represen-
tation in the parliamentary
committees and mentioned the
required number of party repre-
sentatives as 120.

“They must agree in princi-
ple to give us proportionate rep-
resentation, accommodating
each of our MPs. As we deserve
120 representatives, we're even
ready to negotiate on the fac-

See Page 12 Col 3
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

Tanks were brought with
HQ permission: PW-11

By Staff Correspondent

Police guards at the resi-
dence of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman were dis-
armed by the army troops and
the arms were kept on the
northern side of the lake in
front of his house on the fateful
day of August 15, 1975.

This was said by Lance
Dafader Bashir Ahmed, the
eleventh prosecution witness in
the Bangabandhu murder case
during his cross-examination
in the Court of District and Ses-
sions Judge, Dhaka, yesterday.

"I along with two others had
disarme the five police
guards,” he said.

"Risalder Sarwar shouted at
the police guards at Banga-
bandhu’'s residence for surren-
dering their arms as troops
raided the house,” Bashir said.

Cross-examination of

am. He was being cross-exam-
ined by the lawyer of an accused
in custody when the hearing
was adjourned at about 4:20 pm.

The court proceedings will
resume at 10:00 am on Monday.

Bashir told the court that he
was among the troops brought
near Bangabandhu's residence
in a vehicle in the early morn-
ing of August 15, 1975. He also
said that he remained there the
whole day.

"The troops entered the resi-
dence and I was posted at the
gate on sentry duty during the
time of the incident. I did not
enter the house and remained
posted at the gate.”

He told the court that Lt Col
Munim was the commandin
officer of the first Benga
Lancer Unit. Munim was on sta-
tion leave during the incident,
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Plane crash in
Cambodia;
63 killed

PHNOM PENH, Sept 3: A
Vietnam Airlines plane crashed
in a ball of flames today as it
approached Phnom Penh's in-
ternational airport in heavy
rain. Police said 66 people were
on board. Only three survivors

were seen, reports AP.
Soviet-built Tupoley

The
134, arriving from Ho Chi Minh
City, went down in a rice field
about a kilometer (half-mile)
south of the runway in a down-
pour of seasonal rain. It cli
palm trees, broke apart ang
ploded on impact, witncssea
said.

The cause of the crash was
unknown. The wreckage was
still burning more than one
hour after the crash. Access for
fire trucks and rescue workers
was difficult on the only way to
the crash site, a narrow, flooded
dirt road. A plume of smoke
rose over the airport.

South Korean Ambassador
Park Kyung Tai said 18 passen-

ers from South Korea were on
oard. Taiwanese state radio,

See Page 12 Col 3

Brltaln to hold
inquest into
Diana’s death

LONDON, Sept 3: Britain will
hold an inquest into the death
of Princess Diana, a spokesman
for the West London Coroner's
ifgce said Wednesday, reports

No date has been set for the
beginning of the inquest, which
etion of the
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Kibria said the econ-
omy is on a "sound and healthy
track” and appealed to every-
body not to make any "un-
founded and exaggerated” re-
mark with "ulterior motive" to
destablise it.

In an interview with UNB at
t his Secretariat office, he re-
jected his predecessor's claim
that the economy was heading
for a breakdown and said the
| comment is "a part of BNP's or-

chestrated campaign” to un-
dermine the government.

“All the internationally
recognised indicators demon-
strate beyond any doubt that
the country's economy is on a
sound healthy track, and
the prospects are bright.” said a

dent Kibria.

Former Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman recentl
warned that the economy might
collapse within two months due
to the government's wrong per-

We the members of Partex family express our

F CONDOLENCE

deep shock and sorrow at the premature death I

of DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES.

May Almighty Allah rest her soul in eternal
peace and give the members of the bereaved
family and the people of United Kingdom the
patience and fortitude to bear this irreparable

loss.

Economy on sound & healthy
track, asserts Kibria

Finance Minister Shah AMS

ception about economic man-
agement and mistakes in draw-
ing up economic policies and

MEASUTres.

Kibria said he did not believe
Rahman's commenis were
based on hard facts. "Those who
are making unfounded and
highly exaggerated comments
are doing so either because they
do not have facts or have ulte-
rior litical motive.”

He referred to the "so-called”

See Page 12 Col 4

$110m ADB loan
for Jamuna Bridge
rail link project

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) will provide 110
million US dollars to imple-
ment the Jamuna Bridge rail-
way link project, reports UNB.

An agreement to this effect
was si in Manila yesterday,
according to a Banglades
Railway press release in the

city.
A three-member adesh

delegation, led by Director Gen-
eral of Bangladesh Railway, ar
rived in Manila on ber l
to discuss the loan $:
Apart from ADB de,

France will provide Tk
crore. S ain Tk 49.2 cro
Canada DC) Tk 30.10 ¢
and OPEC Tk 64.50 crore [
lmpl:m:ntatinn of the

40

Meanwhile, Co
tions Minister Anwar
yesterday informed the
ment that an agreement
signed with the Asian D

nt Bank (ADB) to fi
the railway provision in t

Jamuna mult-purpose bridge.
See Page 12 Col 7
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and Meghnaghat power project bids recently conducted by the
Power Cell and the Bangladesh Power Development Board. AES
looks forward to being awarded the opportunity to develop these

- important projects for Bangladesh.

- AES, ammmmwumo{ﬂnwﬂﬁ |
vk WWMWM The companyis . .

 dedicated 1o supplying safe, clean, reliable electricity to meet global
-energy needs, AES owns or has an interest in seventy-five power

_ plants totalling over 20,000 megawatts, employing 28,000 people
around the world. In addition to having assets of $3.8 billion, the
company has more than $3 billion of projects under development.

AES has placed more than $5 billion of financing with commercial
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i banks, export credit agencies, multilateral financing institutions and
public markets.

AES is a public limited company listed on the New York Stock .,/
Exchange. For the fitst half of 1997, AES' revenues were $522
million, up by 51%; met income for the same period was $82 million,
a 44% increase compared to the first half of 1MAE3* uﬂm .-
have fisen every year since 1987, i
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