ug 31: Pete
Sampras. the number one seed
as well as the hot favourite for
the title here, completed the
Roma-

hundred fanatic tennis-lovers.

Sampras' su was never

him mmmmtymmake

Sa told | his opponent buckle under con-

that spent the | stant ure was once more

night alone very de- | in . His determination

4 to win, even in ng condi-

The AFA temporarily | tions, made him t from

mmmmﬁg the others. Radulescu tried ev-

and ordered him to appear wmmmhutbl;c;tm
fore a disciplinary commission | an opponent was ar

on : best in the world today and in

livered afiter a second test, re- — the
quested by Maradona and | final scores being 6-3, 6-4. 6-4.
scheduled for So. Slmrrn moves into the
The association also noti- round of 16.
fied the federal , a fact The women's member one
which a confirmed | Martina Hingis, after an uncer-
‘thql'cﬂn.u;ichnsthltthc' tllnﬂrltll:tagam:tthcunkz
36-year-old midfielder may | Elena Likhoviseva, in whic
have tested for cocaine. she was broken at least twice
Maradona's manager | finally a 7-5, 6-2 win.
Guillermo said in a Elena gave the
television interview Frida her own bad choice of

that “to suspend shots. In the second she just
putting a loaded six in | gave up.
his hand and telling him to go Jana Novotna, the third
shoot himself." seed, had a great escape
If the second test also proves | the sensation ana
positive, it would almost cer- | Lucic. The 28-year-old Czech
um],m.]thg one of | veteran and runner up at Wim-
the most glittering — and con- bledon last July had a taste of
troversial — career in soccer the future from the hard-hi
history 15-year-old Croat. In the
Buenos Aires set Lucic led 3-1 but then lost

- with herself. "It was
gc . from 1-5 years by b e
If so, the goal he scored on a | 80 ups and downs; I'm 3-1
penalty Sunday for Boca Ju- in third, and | definitely
niors tinos Ju- mmmwthcmurt
niors, 150th in his career, | said Luclchinna Mtiul;;t
may have been his last. ﬁmtytn tw“

Thailand on

thin ice
BANGKOK,
Council of Asia

imndormmm

of
address

is in of
its

31: The

t to host t'l
sports event, sched-
uled December 1998, follow-

(OCA)

level but this had | league match on Saturday,
no echo within the Moscow police said, reports
committee, is | Reuter.
we are at the present situa- Russian news said

tion," OCA director- Ab- mmmhh:dhumm-
dul Muttaleb said. ured of w tl}ﬂull:!ld mted

BAGOC chairman Suk- to hospi 2 et
havich Rangsitpol has been as saying it was the worst
blamed by local officials for in- soccer violence so far this year.
action and differences, but has League champions Spartak

his position as a pre- DRI 8 SHa%.
mier and a faction the
Elrty of Prime Minister

haowalit Y :

Muttaleb that the OCA

had invited BAGOC officials to

issues the Games. SICILY, Aug 31: Clement
"The OCA did not receive any | Chukwu set a World University
to our invitation,” Mut- | Games' record and gave Nigeria

said in a statement re- their first medal he won
m here from the OCA's g:-t?:um metres on Saturday. re-
The OCA is to hold an emer- Chukwu tri in 44 81
September 23, seconds, a -best which

LIVERPOOL, Aug 31: lan
a hero's wel- 8
come when he runs out onto the
Liverpool pitch on Sunday —
evern

Rush can

erased i.h: Games’ record of
44.98 set by Harald Schmid of
West Germany in 1979 in Mex-

u&u’ﬂw running in the
outside lane, surged through to
the finish of American

Jerome Davis, second in 45.30,
and Lenual Laird of Jamaica,
third in 45.54.
Roman Sebrle of the Czech
blic set a Games' record of
; in the decathlon to
eclipse another West German
record — the 8,348 points of Sigi

he will be Wentz from 1987 in :

the black and white shirt Allison Curbishl gave
Newcastle, AFP. Britain their first on the

The Liverpool will be timate day when she won
there alongside former | women's 400 metres in
Reds heroes, John Barnes and | 50.84, Olga Kotliarvva of
Newcastle boss Dalglish, | Russia into second and Cuba's
for what is likely to be another | Idalmis Bonne into third.
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(All programmes are in local
time. There be chan-ged in

the programme
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not only big serves a
were a few other aspecls also.
The Australian who will turn

21 in November was yet

.:sihfi: =
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s
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Australian Rached McQuilln celebra her victory over

reach the quarters of a
Slam was eased out the 83rd
ranked Daniel Vacek 7-6. 7-5, 6-

1o a

Spaniard Conchita Martinez at the US Open on Aug 30.

McQuillan won 6-2, 7-5.

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW YORK, Aug
31 (AP): Monica
Seles has made a
wish come true for
12-year-old Meli-
ssa Schweissberg-
er of Rancho Palos Verdes,
California.
- Schweissberger was an avid
tennis player before she was di-
agnosed with osteosarcoma, a
type of bone cancer, about the
same time Seles was stabbed in
1993. While undergoing
treatment and aur%:r]r.
Scheweissberger gained ho
after reading Seles’ biograp

and to meet and hit
ine Mgl § 1

, director of
Program Services at the Los
Angeles Make a Wish Founda-
tion, contacted US Open tour-
nament director Jay Snyder,
who arrnaged tickets for
Melissa, her parents and 9-
-old sister. On Wednesday,
lissa and her family had a
te tour of the new Arthur
he Stadium and a behind-
the-scenes look at the US Open.
Schewelissberger also hit
with Seles.

“It was neat for me to be able
to make her wish come true.,”
Seles said.

CLIMBING PETE

Pete Sampras is closing in
on some high marks. He cur-
rently has won 10 Grand Slam
tournament singles titles, more
than any other active player
and tied with Bill Tilden for
fourth all-time.

Roy Emerson owns the
record for the most Grand Slam
tournament singles titles with
12, followed by Bjorn Borg and
Rod Laver with 11 each.

If Samprae were to win his:

third consecutive US Open
crown this year, and the of
his career, it also would be his
50th career title, which would
put him in seventh place on the
all-time Open Era list.

Jimmy Connors won 109
tournaments during his career,
followed by Ivan Lendl with 94,
John McEnroe with 77, Bor
and Guillermo Vilas with 6
each and Ilie Nastase with 57.
Sampras currently is tied with

Boris Becker with 49 titles eu:l_'l)

Records lowered at Sicily

ver in the women's javelin, Isel
Lopez winning with third round
throw of 64 .30 metres ahead of
teammate Sonia Bisset's 63 .46.

Bisset collapsed in pain after
her third throw clutching her
left calf. She was carried from
the track and had to forfeit her
final three throws.

In the men's basketball, the
United States romped to a
widely-predicted gold when
they beat Canada 72-64 in the
final. Brazil got past Italy 77-69
in the third-place game.

Italy beat Hungary 5-4 for
the water polo gold, but the
hosts lost two other team fi-
nals, g down to South Korea
15-7, 15-11, 16-14 in men's vol-
leyball and to H 45-33 in
the women's team loil

Chinese divers finished 1-2
in the men's platform, with
Xiao Hailiang taking gold and
Wei Jianhui silver.

Japan Lﬁtﬂkﬁd up gold and
bronze in men's 200 medley,
and ended the US winnin
streak in relays at four by tak-

ing the 4x100 medley ahead of

The Oprah Winfrey
21 Jump Street

9:00

2:30 Star Trek 3:30 Vega $30  11:30 Classic. W

STAR SPORTS

Sports Unlimited 10:00

inside PGA Tour 11:30 Omega

Tour '97 Sabah Masters High-

lights 12:00 SDD National Foot-

ball League 97/98 Dallas Cow-
at Pi

Tennis 1997 From Flushing
Meadows New York, USA Day
7 Night Session Men's & Wom-
en's 3rd Rounds 7:00 Super-
bikes Netherlands Grand Prix

the Americans. Cuba's Neisser
Bent, first in the 100 backstroke
Thursday. failed to add the 200
title, finishing second to Italy's
Emanuele Merisi.

Meanwhile, Primo Nebiolo,
president of the Games' sanc-
tioning body, said Saturda
that Sicily '97 had not h
Rome's bid for the 2004
Olympics.

The University Games,
which end Sunday. have suf-
fered organisational problems
from the outset and have been
widely criticised in the [talian
media.

Away from the Games, Mer-
lene Ottey and Frank Freder-
icks scored a victory for the 30-
and overs when they won their
respective 200 metres races al a
“festival of sprint.”

Ottey, veteran of the party at
37, won in 22.53.

Fredericks, 30 earlier this
year. triumphed eomfortably in
20 .04 seconds. 0.14 seconds
outside his season's best.

The festival was organised to
coincide with the final weekend
of the World Student Games.

Che Daily Star
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' Antlers retained the to

AUR TAR-
08:20

WTA's top 20

money earners
From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

NEW YORK, Aug 31: Follow-
ing are the top 20 money earn-

ers in WTA Tour;
m
1. 31:1,51; 2,408,811
2. Majoli 1,097,837
3. Davenport 808,106
4. Seles 681,705
5. Fernandez 642,997
6. Novotna 635.340
7. Plerce 620,689
8, Zvereva 576,778
9. Sanchez-Vicario 553,892
10. Coetzer 519,924
11. Martinez 386,229
12. Spirlea 372,798
13. Fernandez 351,832
14. Dragomir 329,997
15. Rggbﬂd 300,610
16. H 299,600
17. Tauziat 296,182
18. Arendt 288,952
19. Testud 276,858
20. Basuki 270,124
WTA RANKINGS

Singles Doubles
1. Hingis Zvereva
2. Seles Fernandez
3. Novotna Arendt
4. Majoli Davenport
5. Coetzer Hingis
6. Davenport Sanchez-Vicario
7. Graf Bollegraf
B. Huber Fernandez
9. Martinez Novotna
10. Pierce Sukova
11. Sanchez-Vicario Neiland
12. Spirlea Raymond
13. Fernandez Vis

14, Schultz-McCarthy Tauziat

16 Paclts Basab
17. Testud Tarabini
18. Po Fusai
19. Appelmans Mcneil
20. dova Kijimuta
British sports
arend mourns
Diana’'s death

LONDON, Aug 31: The FA
Premiership match between
Liverpool and Newcastle has

' been cancelled here today as a

~

mark of respect for Diana,
Princess of Wales, reports AFP.

Cricket officials are also
considering postponing today's
Sunday League :

A sgokmmsim
would be made later in the
morning.

A motor racing meeting at
Silv:rstc::j: bhaﬂ already be:g
tpon organisers an
m will bg aslﬁﬂ to respect
two minutes silence before to-
day's scheduled allied Dunbar

Le Union fixtures.

e rugby foothall league
has instructed all clubs to ob-
serve a minute's silence before
today's matches as a mark of

MF for the princess.
aurice Lindsay, the rugby

football league's chief executive,
said, "All member.clybs. play-
ers and

this loss.”

Hamilton Park race course
will, as a mark of respect, hold
a Tﬂll;}.l'l‘.l!'l lﬂmcﬁm;bﬁfum the
start on ay.

Bill Frl;‘l?inngmth cl:rl{ of the
course at the Lanarkshire
track, said on Sunday. "We will
hold a minute's silence just be-
fore the first race., once the
horses are down at the stalls we
will hold the minute's silence
then.”

Antlers atop
J-League

TOKYO, Aug 31: A goal b
Brazilian striker Bismarc
helped Kashima Antlers remain
on top of Japan's Ernfcuinnal
J-League soccer table, reports
Reuter,

Seventy four minutes into
«he match played late on Satur-
day, Bismarck curled a free-
kick around the defensive wall
into the net for his 10th goal of
the season to ensure a hard-
fought 1-0 victory for Antlers
over Urawa Reds.

With Saturday's victory,
place
in the 17-club table in the sec-
ond stage on difference.

J rst-stage c i-

ons Antlers, had to play the

game, without their four key
layers due to the Asian World
up qualifiers in September.

Elsewhere, . Hilo Iwata kept
pace with the firs. s cham-
Hﬂna by beating Yokohama

2-0

n another match, Gamba
Osaka crushed Vissel Kobe 4-0
for their first-ever five-match
winning streak and moved up to
third place, one point behind
Antlers and Iwata.

TV Guide

m" &l[\‘ ﬁhlr 11:

Mirjana makes Jana sweat

NEW YORK, Aug
31: World number
ones Pete Samp-
ras and Martina
Hingis reached
the tourth round

L sets
ovotna

of the US Open in strai
while third seed Jana
was pushed to the limit by a 15-

year-old prodigy,
agencies.

Two-time defending cham-
glnn Sampras and 16-year-old

wiss sensation Hingis each
seek their third Grand Slam ti-
tle of the year, having both
taken Wimbledon and Aus-
tralian Open crowns. :

And while Novotna escaped,
three high seeds were ousted
here Saturday. French Open
champion Gustavo Kuerten and
Spaniards Alex Corretja and
Conchita Martinez fell at the
11.8 million-dollar hardcourt
event.

Sampras beat 8lst-ranked
Alex Radulescu of Germany 6-3,
6-4, 6-4, to set up a rematch
with the man who pushed him
to five sets in the round of 16 at
Wimbledon, 15th seed Petr Ko-
rda of the Czech Republic.

"It will be tough ﬂgﬁlt," Sam-
ras said. "He's a solid player.
e's a dangerous player. He can
et hot. I'm confident. I won
imbledon. | have played well.

[ just have to maintain and try
to improve every match.”

Hingis beat 25th-ranked
Russian Elena Likhovtseva 7-5,
6-2 and rose to 62-2 in 1997. Ar-

entina's 42nd-rated Florencia
bat is her next foe.

"I have no reason to not be
confident," Hingis said. "Every
time I step on the court I know |
can win. | can beat anybody in
the world. It's a good :eling to
go out on the court like this.

Croatia’s Mirjana Lucic, a
friend of Hingis, served notice
she will be the WTA's next teen
sensation, battling Czech vet-
eran Novotna before falling 6-2,
6-7 (3/7), 6-3.

"I never played anybody who
hit the ball as hard as she does,”
Novotna said. "It was difficult
to come in as hard and as deep
as she hit it. I'm glad to pull this
one through. This will give me a

report

lot of confidence.”

" Lucic, ranked 63rd, was the
first player to win her WTA de-
but event, taking the title this
year in May at Bol, Croatia. She
also reached the final in Stras-
bourg in her second event. This
was her Grand Slam debut.

Korda, who ousted Ger-

JANA NOVOTNA
many's Martin Damm, has lost
11 of 15 career meetings to
Sampras, including six of seven
on hard-courts. Korda never
broke Sampras' serve at Wim-
bledon, losing 6-4, 6-3. 6-7, 6-7,
6-4.

"He was just too good,” Korda
said.

The year's only men's Grand
Slam champion aside from
Sampras, ninth seed Kuerten,
lost 6-3, 6-1. 7-5, to 17th-
ranked Swede Jonas Bjorkman,
whom Kuerten beat in the sec-
ond round on his way to the
French crown.

Cﬂl‘rf.‘tki:: gave Dutchman
Richard a{icek a walkover
due to a sore left thigh, joining a
spectator list that includes
third seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov,
fourth seed Goran Ivanisevic
and fifth seed Thomas Muster.

Krajicek might get another
walkover Monday as 12th-

seeded Spaniard Alex Mantilla
suffered severe back and |
gtln in outlasting 191st-rat
tch qualifier John van Lo.
E_Janﬁ-?llfﬂ.ﬁ-z_dl-ﬁ.?-ﬁl?fﬂ. .
Seventh seed Sergi Bruguera
is the highest remaining seed
outside of Sampras and second-
ranked Michael Chang, last
year's US runner-up.
Corretja’'s default Czech
Daniel Vacek's 7-6 (7/4), 7-5, 6-2
ouster of 14th seed Mark
Philippoussis left Mantilla the
lone seed in a quarter of the
draw that includes Britain's
Greg Rusedski.
e ball-bashing Brit swat-
ted 14 aces, incl one at 141
mph and another at 139 mph on
match point, to beat Germany's
éﬂi’lﬂ Knippschild 7-6 (7/5), 6-3,
S%ain's top female seed,
number seven Conchita Mar-

tinez, also bowed out, ] to
Australia's 100th-ranked
Rachel M 6-2, 7-5.

McQuillan trailed 5-2 in the
second set before rallying, sav-
ing two set points to bfeak Mar-
tinez in the ninth , break-
ing her again to lead 6-5 and
taking the match with a fore-
hand winner.

McQuillan will next face
another Spaniard, 10th seed
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario, who
ripped France's Alexandra Fu-
sai 6-2, 6-1.

The only one of the new
breed sporting a belly button
ring is Olga Barabanschikova,
the 17-year-old from Belarus.
She served for the match
against Florencia Labat at 5-4
in the second set, but let it sli
away as Labat scored a 4-6, 7-
(7-0), 6-1 victory.

A day after Venus Williams,
who just turmed 17, advanced
with an upset of No 8 Anke Hu-
ber. Spain's lﬁgrear—nld Magui
Serna knocked off another
gﬁd. No. 16 Kimberley Po 6-4,

Patty Schnyder, Hingis' 18-

¥ear—nld Davis Cup teammate
or Switzerland, pushed
Olympic gold medalist and No.
6 seed Lindsay Davenport be-
fore falling 1-6, 6-1, 6-4.

1 moarn T

NEW YORK, Aug
31 [AFP): Croat-
ian 15-year-old
Mirjana Lucic
showed why she's
champing at the

bit to join the women’'s tennis
Tour full time Saturday, giving
third seed Jana Novotna a scare
at the US Open.

Lucic was a set and two

breaks down when she
launched a fight back that took
her to a 3-1 lead in the third be-
fore N u‘hhl!i:grhlﬂ aﬂlyﬂh:d

int : won
8267 1/7 63

Eu:i; a gué?ly perfu;f;nance
might be enough to satisfy some
Grand Slam debutants but not
Lucic.

“Yeah well, | really think I
should have won this match,”
she said. "] had everything. |
had the total match in my
hands. I'm really not happy.”

Although Lucic is not yet old
enough to play full time on the
WTA Tour, her results so far
have given her every reason to
be so ambitious.

She celebrated her 15th
birthday in March, and became
the first ever to win her
first A Tour tournament
when she captured the Bol
Ladies crown on May 4.

She finished runner-up to
Steffi Graf at her second WTA
Tour tournament in Stras-
bourg.

"l wasn't thinking, it was
great. first time for me to play
on such a big stadium against
third player in the world.” Lucic
said. "I wasn't thinking about
that at all. That didn't impress
me | just didn't play my own

Novotna, who has three
Grand Slam runner-up fin-
ishes, could certainly sympa-
thise with Lucic's disappoint-
ment but she also thought the
i.!imingstcr should lighten up a

ttle.

‘It showed even on the court,
that she was really serious.”
Novotna said. "She was sure she
was going to win, what can |
say, | think she should take it
easier on herself, she has many
more Grand Slam matches to
come, she should enjoy herself."

But Lucic can't wait to join
her friend Martina Hingis, the

youngest player ever to hold the

New kids ring the changes

world number one ranking, at
the top of the tennis heap.

Hingis, 16, beckons that Lu-
cic is the best of the rest of the
teenagers, who seemn to be tak-
ing over the women's game.

Long with Hingis herself, 17-
year-old American Venus
Williams has advanced to the
fourth round.

Russian 16-year-old Anna
Kournikova didn't quite make
it, nor did 17-year-old Belarus-
sian Olga Barahmschiku\?.
they certainly “F’ﬁ \
enough to m d e
up and take notice.

"Well, they can't stay up
there forever.” Hingis said of
the layers who are slowly ced-
ing their places to the rising
youngsters.

"Everything gets faster in
women's tennis, everyone is
improving. The girls, they get
more athletic, everyone wants
to be on the top. Everyone is
getting better.”

Hingis has little time for the

1
ers sit

MIRJANA LUCIC

WTA Tours age eligibility rules,
which limit the number of
tournaments players under-18
can enter,

Hingis herself was granted
an exemption because she was
already a tour lar when the
rules were instituted.

But she agrees with

Kournikova's complaint that
the restrictions put the teena-
gers at unfair disadvantage.

Novotna said the current
crop of teenagers are physically
mature but still not necessarily
complete players.

Assessing Lucic, she said:
"She has a good serve, great
backhand and great forehand.
Her weaknesses are she doesn't
move to well and I'm not sure
she has a second plan if the firsf

one is ngf workingg s
More important, Novotna

said, are the emotional s
of competing at the tn'p']ﬂrt: 1 Eiii

time.

“It's very good.” she said of
the age limits, which were insti-
tuted in the wake of one-time
teen sensation Jennifer Capri-
ati's highly publicized personal
problems.

"Jennifer Capriati in the
past was a good example how
it's not very good to start that
early.”

She said she couldn't even
r}z’mein;hgg lljmw ﬂrsshc ftr:lf:l when
she pla er first grand Slam,
the FQEG French Open when she
was 17.

"At 15. | was playing some
junior tournaments and won-
dering when will 1 play my
Grand Slams?."

Simone powers PSG

PARIS. Aug 31: Italian
Marco Simone fired two goals
as Paris St Germain trounced
Rennes 4-1 at the Parc Des
Princes on Saturday to stay in
touch with French league lead-
ers Metz, reports Reuter.

Metz retained top spot with a
2-1 away win against title hold-
ers Monaco on Friday, making
it five wins out of five for the
leaders.

The Parisians, who are three

ints behind Metz, seized the
ead when defender Bruno N'-
Gotty netted a 25-meter free-
kick in the 34th minute.

Former AC Milan striker
Simone struck in the 68th and
75th minutes to become the
early-season leading league
scorer with five S.

Rennes cut the deficit with a
penalty from Lambert with 13
minutes to go but defender Paul
le Guen wrap up victory
form another free-kick in the
89th minute.
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